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support. The regime insists that the political majority, no matter how large, should be 
subjected to veto by minority political parties. Unless government is forthcoming with a firm 
commitment to full democracy based on internationally accepted principles, and an acceptance of 
a sovereign and democratic constitution making body, the process will not move forward.

But the Council meets today because this process has been brought to a halt by the carnage in the 
black townships. Over the last five to six years, at least 11 000 people have died as a result of 
this violence. During the month of June 1992 there have been 373 deaths and 395 injuries. 1 
806 have been killed and 2 931 injured during the period January, 1992 to June 1992.

Control of state power by the National Party regime allows it the space to deny and cover up the 
role of the regime, its surrogates, the state security forces and the police in fostering and 
fomenting the violence. Our Memorandum of the 9th July, 1992 to Mr. F. W. De Klerk sets out 
the evidence of numerous instances, both of acts of omission and commission, which bear out 
government involvement in the violence. In particular, we draw your attention to the annexure 
entitled “Involvement of the Security Forces in the fomenting and escalation of violence", and 
Annexure 3 entitled "South African Government support for the Inkatha Freedom Party“.

Mr. President:

Many years of struggle both inside and outside of South Africa brought us to the point in 1989 
when, in its consensus Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern 
Africa, the General Assembly concluded that circumstances existed for a negotiated resolution of 
the South Africa question.

In that Declaration the General Assembly said that such negotiations should, as a result of 
agreements that woukl_be entered into by the liberations movement and the government, be 
conducted in an atmosphere free of violence.

We were and are in full agreement with these positions. They were adopted by the General 
Assembly precisely because it was correctly foreseen that the process of negotiations could not 
succeed while a virtual civil war raged in the country.

Pursuant to this objective, in August 1990 the ANC decided to suspend all armed actions. W e did 
this unilaterally as a demonstration of our good faith and to help create an atmosphere free of 
violence.

At the same time it was expected that, for its part, the regime would carry out various measures 
which would remove obstacles to negotiations, and that it would ensure that a proper climate for 
negotiations did in fact exist.

Instead we have been confronted with an escalating spiral of violence.

An independent socio-political and development agency known as Community Agency for Social 
Enquiry (CASE) has prepared five reports with regard to the pattern of violence.
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One of these reports comes to the conclusion that:

"The violence appears to be switched on and off at strategic moments.11 

It continues:

"Behind the scale of brutality ... is the clear evidence that the violence erupts at points 
when it most weakens the ANC and its Allies and dies down dramatically when it would 
most harm the government of F. W. De Klerk."

It then goes on to say:

"Two political parties have clearly benefited from the Reef violence. The first is the 
National Party government... The second major beneficiary has been Inkatha .“

Another report deals with 13 attacks on funerals or funeral vigils which took place on the Reef 
between July, 1990 and July, 1991. This study concludes that there is “an overwhelming 
predominance of acts of aggression carried out by supporters of the Inkatha Freedom Party. 
Those attacks, moreover, are carried out with the active or passive support of the South African 
Police".

It is more than clear to us that this violence is both organised and orchestrated. It is specifically 
directed at the democratic movement, whose activists, members and supporters make up the 
overwhelming majority of its victims.

It constitutes a co]d blooded strategy of state terrorism intended to create the conditions under 
which the forces responsible for the introduction and entrenchment of the system of apartheid 
would have the possibility of imposing their will on a weakened democratic movement at the 
negotiations table.

However, as had been foreseen by this Organisation, this violence also has the effect of making 
negotiations impossible. Already in April, 1991, when this campaign of terror grew to new 
heights, we were left with no choice but to suspend the bilateral negotiations with the regime 
until it took various measures to address the question of violence.

It is now common cause that the agreements that the government reached with the ANC in May
1991 aimed at curbing the curbing of violence have not been carried out by the regime.

Faced with thehorrendous escalation of the violence, as evidenced in the Boipatong Massacre, 
occurring in the context of the negotations deadlock, the ANC has been forced to withdraw from 
the multilateral process of negotiations which had been taking place in the Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa.

The blame for this lies squarely at the door of the regime. It, and nobody else, has the law 
enforcement personnel and the legal authority to stop this violence and to act against the 
perpetrators.
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As the governing authority, it has the obligation to protect the lives and property of ail the 
people. It has failed dismally to do this.

The regimes actions, including its persistent efforts to shift the blame for the violence and the 
responsibility to act against it to political organisations, have served to ensure the escalation of 
the carnage.

Though the causes of the violence are many and complex it is important that we should all have a 
clear perspective. It is the regime which controls state power with the capacity to bring the 
violence to an end. Complicity of state security forces is established by the evidence which 
emerged in numerous court trials, inquests and commissions and is recognised in the Goldstone 
Commission as well as reports of international fact finding missions.

It is also clear that the central thrust of the violence is to weaken the ANC and the democratic 
movement of the country.

In the face of this situation, it is also true that there are instances of counter violence by 
members of the democratic movement. At the same time, it is a matter of public record that the 
ANC policy stands opposed to the promotion of violence. W e remain firmly committed to this 
position. But our task of ensuring that this policy position is fully and completely adhered to is 
made more than difficult because of the practice of the state security forces, its surrogates and 
the fact that it is the police controlled by the regime who remain in charge of investigating the 
violence, in which the state security forces are implicated, and bringing the perpetrators to 
book.

The ANC maintains that government culpability for the violence extends to acts of commission as 
well as omission.

The International Commission of Jurists and Amnesty International have blamed the government 
for failure to act against the violence. Amnesty International notes governments “failure to 
bring to justice all but a tiny proportion of those involved in human rights violations

Judge Goldstone in his report dated the 6th July, 1992 complains of several instances where the 
authorities have ignored the recommendations of his Commission.

Not a single person has been convicted in connection with the 49 massacres that claimed the 
lives of at least ten people in each of the incidents that have occurred in the past two years.

Where there have been proper investigations and vigorous prosecution as resulted from the 
Trust Feed Massacre of December 1988, convictions have been secured. Those convicted were 
policemen.

In 1985 Matthew Goniwe and three other Eastern Cape leaders were murdered. In May this year 
a document, whose authenticity has not been challenged, a message from the SADF military 
intelligence chief, General C. P Van der Westhuizen (then a Brigadier) proposed to the State 
Security Council that the four authorise “the urgent removal from society" of Goniwe and the 
others. No move has been made to suspend Van der Westhuizen from his position.
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No action has been taken to suspend the head of the SAP forensic laboratories, General Lothar 
Neethling, after a Supreme Court civil case finding in January 1991 that his involvement in the 
poisoning of activists was on the balance of probabilities true.

Despite a judicial commission finding implicating several Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB) 
members in political violence, none has been charged. At least 20 CCB members, and probably 
many more, remain on the SADF payroll. Others have been offered or received huge pensions. 
Several have demanded immunity from prosecution.

In February 1992 it came to light that local white policemen based at the Ermelo police station 
encouraged and actively helped a gang of vigilantes in Wesselton. No policemen concerned has 
been suspended.

In an official operation in 1986 the SADF gave military training in Namibia to 200 Inkatha 
members who were later absorbed into the Kwa Zulu Police. Several trainees in sworn 
affidavits, claimed to have been trained in offensive warfare. The regime has dismissed this 
incident on the grounds that they received VIP protection training. Some of the trainees have 
subsequently been implicated in the violence in Natal.

No action has been taken to control and limit the powers of the Kwa Zulu police. Extensive 
evidence exists of Kwa Zulu partiality and involvement in the violence in the Natal province.

However, as recently as July 1st, 1992 the powers of the KZP have in fact been strengthened. 
From that date the South African Police's Internal Stability Unit will only act on unrest in Kwa 
Zulu if called on to do so by the KZP District Commissioner.

In 1990 the Pretoria regime issued specific proclamations legalising the carrying of dangerous 
weapons in public. This repealed a prohibition which had been in force sine 1891.

In other words, after the ANC and other organisations were unbanned in 1990, the Pretoria 
regime has created a situation in which hordes of men would spill out into the streets and enter 
public places with the most dangerous weapons. The government is unable to explain why it 
virtually gave people the license to kill and maim. It has never explained why its police and 
army regularly accompanied these killers after many murderous rampages and arrested nobody.

W e charge, without equivocation, that there is a rational basis for these acts of omission on the 
part of the South African government. The hard facts of the matter are the South African 
government has never relented in its war against the democratic movement in our country.

Recently a covert police unit, operating in the area around Boipatong, came to public attention.
It, and ten others operating in other regions of the country, exist for the purpose of suppressing 
the democratic movement which the government still regards as the enemy and a threat to so- 
called national security. Former officers and personnel of the Security Police have been 
redeployed into these clandestine networks.

There are persistent allegations that members of these units as well as those in Special Force 
units composed of foreign nationals, such as Angolans, Mozambicans and Namibians, are engaged
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in covert operations that include the assassination of leaders and activists of the democratic 
movement. They are also implicated in carrying out acts of terror against the population at 
large.

In order to confuse the issue and evade its responsibilities the government insists that the 
source of the violence is rivalry between the ANC and the Inkatha Freedom Party. The fact of the 
matter however is that the IFP has permitted itself to become an extension of the Pretoria 
regime, its instrument and surrogate.

Its activities have been financed by the South African government. Its members have been armed 
and trained by the South African government. There is an abundance of evidence that it continues 
to benefit from covert co-operation with the South African government.

It therefore becomes unclear whether its members act as an independent force or as an agency 
on behalf of the South African government. However, it is not an independent force with whom 
the ANC must enter into an agreement to end the violence as the Pretoria regime asserts.

The documentation we have given to members of the Council details all the points we have raised, 
all of which confirm the criminal failure of the government properly to address the question of 
political violence which has claimed too many lives already, is tearing our country apart and 
making the process of negotiations impossible.

We would like to recall earlier decisions of this Council to help the people of South Africa to 
transform their country into a non-racial democracy. W e believe that commitment place an 
urgent obligation of the Council to intervene in the South African situation to end the carnage.

The very interest of the Council to see the negotiations resumed so that a peaceful solution can be 
found, in keeping with the democratic principles contained in the General Assembly Declaration 
on Southern Africa of 1989 and the resolutions of the Security Council, itself requires of the 
Council that it act on this matter of violence in South Africa firmly and with the necessary 

speed.

We believe that this violence like the system of apartheid itself is a direct challenge to the 
authority of the Council and a subversion of its global tasks of furthering peace and promoting 
the objectives contained in both the UN Charter and the Declaration on Human Rights.

Failure on the part of the Council to act firmly and decisively cannot but undermine its prestige 
and authority at a time when the Council and the United Nations as a whole are called upon to 
play an even more active role in the ordering of world affairs.

We would therefore urge that the Council should request the Secretary General to appoint a 
special representative on South Africa.

This representative should move speedily to investigate the situation in South Africa with a view 
to helping the Council to decide on the measures it should take to help us end the violence. The 
Council should then take the necessary decisions to implement such measures, including the 
continuous monitoring of the situation, to ensure the effectiveness of such measures as it would
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We would also like to bring it to the notice of the Council, for the purpose of its information, 
that we have required of the government that it also completes the process of the release of 
political prisoners as well as the repeal of repressive legislation.

Again these are concrete steps visualised in the UN Declaration to create a climate conducive to 
negotiations. That these matters remain on the agenda more than two years after we entered into 
a formal agreement with the South African government that they would be attended to, 
demonstrates the problem we face of the reliability of the government in terms of implementing 
agreements it has entered into.

W e would also like to take advantage of this opportunity to reaffirm our own commitment both to 
the process of negotiations and to a genuinely democratic outcome.

In this regard, we would again like to inform you that we have still to convince the government 
that it also should be committed to such a democratic outcome, accepting such ordinary concepts 
of a democratic system as majority rule and the absence of vetoes by minority parties.

We therefore still to overcome these obstacles so that the process of negotiations itself, as 
conducted within the Convention for a Democratic South Africa, can succeed.

We would further like to assure the Council that we, who are after all the victims of the evil 
system of apartheid, are determined that the process of negotiations should lead to a democratic 
outcome as soon as possible.

We therefore need no urging regarding this matter. What we do need is the assistance of this 
august body to help us reopen the door to bona fide negotiations.

Mr President,
Distinguished Members of the Council,

We thank you for the opportunity you have given us to address the Council and hope that you will 
respond to our appeal to help us end the carnage in South Africa with the understanding of the 
gravity of the situation which we know you share. Our people look forward to your decisions 
with great expectation.

Thank you.
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An Ecumenical-lnterfaith National Day of Morning must be declared  
on the 27th of June - the day of the funeral.

An In ternational Com m ission of Inquiry  must investigate  the 
Boipatong m assacre and all o ther acts of v io len ce , and an 
international violence monitoring team be allowed to enter the country 
im m ediate ly

We have reached a crucial time in the history of our country. The violence, the 

incompetence and callousness of this government is destroying our country. 
Boipatong is a national tragedy. All South Africans who are committed to peace 
and justice must now stand together and demonstrate their solidarity with the 
victims of this massacre.

Issued by:

Department of Information and Publicity
P O Box 61884

Marshalltown

2107

20 June 1992
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ANC PWV REGIONAL PRESS RELEASE 
TO! SAFA AND PR WIRE SERVICE 
ATTENTION: NEWS EDITOR 
FROM s ANC PWV (D. L P)
REF: RONNIE MAMOEPA 
DATE: 18 JUNE 1992

re: Boipatong Massacre

Statement read at the press conference after visit by senior ANC leaders.

The Boipatong community is seething with anger following the attack on it on 
Wednesday June 17 which has left more than 3 people dead . The attackers were 
bgggklfoto  thetownship in police caspirs. There is evidencelhat the pnli^T on  
assisted in the attack. The numbers of dead is rising as more corpses are being 
discoveredin the townships.

Scores of people were injured and either treated at Sebokeng hospital or were 
removed by the police. On Tuesday afternoon (June 16) ANC officials in the 
Vaal complex received information of a planned ambush by Kwamada hostel 
residents on buses returning from the rally. This information was 
communicated by the ANC PWV region to an officer at the head office nf 
Reaction Unit in Pretoria. The officer, a certain Captain Bothma, referred the 

ANC officials to the head of the reaction unit in the Vaal by the name of Captain 
Roos who was furnished with the same information.

Captain Roos s response was that he had already received that information and 
that he had already deployed his men. In a cynical tone he said " WE ARE NOT 
SLEEPING A IT IS ALWAYS SAID OF THE POLICE".

r̂es 1̂ information was received of an impending attack which 
PEACE ACTION amongst others conveyed to the police. At 21hoo police arrived 
in the township and forcibly removed residents who were patrolling the 
township in anticipation of the impending attack. The police used teargas and 
live ammunition in removing anyone in the streets including those who were 
returning from work.

Shortly after they had removed the residents from the streets police were seen 
excorting groups of armed men from Kwamadala hostel into the township. Later 
the police were seen offloading armed men at various points including the 
squatter camp. The armed men attacked the township with an assortment of 
weapons including fire arms.

In a number of instances the police were seen assisting the attackers. In those 
ames where the attackers could not gain entry police used casspirs to break
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down walls and to enable the attackers to assault residents and to loot their 
furniture and other valuables. In some cases the attackers were seen loading 
their loot onto police vehicles some of these were identified as belonging to the

Vaal command of the SADF.

This morning there was sporadic shooting from the security forces throughout 
the twonship. An unknown number of residents were arrested in the course of 
the morning. Meanwhile attempts by representatives of the community to meet 
the police and discuss the situation were rebuffed.Police have acted throughout 
this situation with arrogance and in an intimidatory way.

Issued by the ANC PWV REGION
Department of Information and Publicity
P.O BOX 8299 
Johannesburg
2000
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51 Plein Street 
Johannesburg 2001 
PO Box 61884 
421252

Tel: (011)330 7277 
Fax: (011)333 8870 

Telex:

Marshalltown 2107

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY

MEDIA STATEMENT: WE DEMAND ACTION, NOT DE KLERK’S CROCODILE 
TEARS

'he African National Congress is shocked and dismayed at the planned visit of 

President F W De Klerk to the scene of the Boipatong massacre. It seems that his 

insensitivity to the grief our people knows no bounds. After having created the 

climate for this massacre with his statements about a plan to counter mass action 

and the mobilisation of the army and the police he now wants to indulge in a 

cynical public relations exercise. Where was he in the past when our people were 

killed at Swanieville a year ago? Not a single suspect has been apprehended for 
that massacre!

While De Klerk tries to create the impression that he cares, there is disturbing 

evidence that the violence is escalating. Yesterday the police arrested six youths in 

Boipatong. They were beaten up in front of their families and taken to Sebokeng 

\police station. When their families went there to look for them the police told them 

•at they can fetch them today at the mortuary. This is happening while the police 

haven’t yet entered Kwa-Madala hostel where the attackers of the Slovo squatter 

camp came from. Last night attacks were carried out at Ratanda in Heidelberg 

where an IFP rally will be held there today. We fear it will lead to further violence.

De Klerk will try to enter Boipatong on a wave of bloodshed, fear and intimidation. 
He is not welcome. We demand action, not De Klerk's crocodile tears.

The African National Congress demands th at:

* Boipatong immediately be declared a National Disaster Area
* A fund be set up for relief of all the victims

* A thorough investigation must be conducted leading to the arrest
and prosecution of all those who are directly or indirectly responsible

All local po lice co m m an d ers  must be d ism issed  as 
d e m o n s tra b ly  in c o m p e te n t
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Off /lin e re  De Klerk goes to Ulundi!

On June 17 M ore than 5 0  menf women, 
children & infants are sluaghtered in 
their sleep in Boipatong and Joe Slovo 
camp/

When De Klerk was celebrating June 16 with the warlords in Ulundi he probably never discussed Boipatong. 
There is no reason to believe that De Klerk planned any massacre. He didn't need to.

By choosing to appear at Ulundi on June 16, on the day that the ANC - led alliance launched a peaceful 
campaign of mass action, De Klerk sent a message to every war-lord, to every death squad, to every 
assassin and impi in our country.

It was exactly the same message that SAP captain Craig Kotze repeated on June 18th in response to the
'_Boipatong massacre. According to Captain Kotze: :"This is what happens when the ANC launches mass 
action." -—

With these chilling words Kotze was telling the death squads and war-lords "your actions are 
understandable". He was inviting a Boipatong 2 and a Boipatong 3.

Let us be very clear. The Boipatong and Joe Slovo Camp massacre was not some unfortunate spill-over from 
June 16 events. Even the SAP congratulated the organisers of the June 16 events for the discipline and 
peacefulness with which they were conducted. The massacre on June 17 had nothing to do with localised 
attacks and counter - attacks. The massacre was systematically planned and luanched in cold-blood.

The m essage De Klerk and Kotze are sending to our people is this: Do not dare  
tijink that you can have any part in determ ining the  future of our country. W hile  
we w ill piously adm it that everyone has the "right " to peaceful protest, you w ill 
be punished in blood for daring to exercise this right.

•On June 16 -  De Klerk goes to Ulundi!

• On June 17 -  The massacre of Boipatong 
and Joe Slovo camp!

*  Juno 18 - The National Party announces the launch of 
its election campaign in the black areas -House to house!
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It is with some hesitation that we comment on the massacre in 
Boipatong and the Joe Slovo Camp in the Vaal Triangle. It 
would be unacceptable tc make cheap party political propaganda 
in the context of such horrendous suffering. On the other 
hand, given some of the public comments that have surrounded 
the event in the last few days, we feel we would be failing in 
our duty if we did not speak up now.
On June 16 De Klerk went to Ulundi.
On June 17 more than 50 men, women, children and infants were 
slaughtered in their sleep in Boipatong and the Joe Slovo 
Camp.

We are not suggesting that when De Klerk was celebrating June 
16 in Ulundi he discussed Boipatong. There is no reason to 
believe that De Klerk planned any massacre. He didn't need to.
By choosing to appear publicly at Ulundi on June 16, on the 
day that the ANC—led alliance launched a peaceful campaign of
mass action, DE KLERK SENTVA__MESSAGE_JTO-"EVERY WAR-LORD, TO
EVERY DEATH SQUAgT^Q=>g^eRjCASSASSIN AND IMPI IN OUR COUNTRY.
It was exactly the same message that SAP Captain Craig Kotze 
repeated on June 18th in response to the Boipatong Massacre. 
According to Captain Kotze: "This is what happens when the ANC 
launches mass action."

With these chilling words Kotze, intentionally or 
unintentionally (we leave that to his conscience), was telling 
the death squads and war-lords "your actions are 
understandable". He was inviting a Boipatong 2 and a Boipatong 
3 .

Let us be very clear. The Boipatong and Joe Slovo Camp 
massacre was not some unfortunate spill-over from June 16 
events. Even the SAP congratulated the organisers of the June 
16 events for the discipline and peacefulness with which they 
were conducted. The massacre of June 17 had nothing to do with 
localised attacks and counter-attacks. The massacre was 
systematically planned and launched in cold-blood.
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The message De Klerk and Kotze are sending to our people is 
this. L*o not dare to think that you can have any part in 
determining the future of our country. VThile we will piously 
admit that everyone has the 'right'to peaceful protest, you 
will be punished for daring to exercise this right."
ON JUNE 16 ... DE KLERK GOES TO ULUNDI.
ON JUNE 17...THE MASSACRE OF BOIPATONG.

ON JUNE 18...THE NATIONAL PARTY ANNOUNCES THE LAUNCH OF ITS 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN THE BLACK AREAS

... HOUSE TO HOUSE.

Chris'Hani, General Secretary
19 June 1992
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MEDIA RELEASE 
MEDIA-VRYSTELLING

ISCOR LIMITED YSKOR BEPERK

1992 06 19 

BOJPATONG

Iscor is shocked by the massacre tha t took place on 1? June 1992 a t Boip^iong, et>d 
trusts ihai the full force of the law wilt bring the perpetrators to jsfsiice-

The company is a ware of the at legations lhat the perpetrators of the onfftiers are 
residents of its KwaMadala hostel. As yet, we covld find no evidence confirming these 
allegations.

The South African Police are currently investigating the m atter aod until their task la s  
been completed and charges brought, Iscor care*ot comment on the veracity of the 
allegations.

The company will do whatever possible to assist the SAP in their investigations

ends
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SPECIAL ALERT!!!

MASSACRE IN BOIPATHONG

The following reports have been received today:
I
,ANC PWV REGION REPORTS :
Ttoenty-one people were hacked and shot dead on the night of the 17/06/92, when 
armed men from the KwaMadala Hostel,,allegedly dropped off bv police cassoirs. 
randomly attacked residents in Boiphatong and1 the nearby Slovo informal settlement 
camp. It was also reported that property was looted,

PEACE ACTION REPORTS :
17/06/92
(1. 7.30pm - first call received from Sebokeng, Zone 11. Caller expressing concerns 

of pending attack, after another resident had received a telephone call saying "don't 
use your car, there’s going to be trouble". The caller had difficulty getting any 
positive reaction from the police In his area and therefore called Peace Action.

2. 2nd call received from Vaal area. Caller saying that she had been tipped off by 
somebody that had been told by the white counterparts of Inkatha that ,tthe 
ambulances must be on standby. They are going to bo used."

3. 7.44pm - Col. Gouws from the Wrtwatersrand division returned monitor’s call. 
Monitor reported above calls to him, gave him first callers name and telephone.

j He said he would take over the matter.
■18/06/92
4. 4.00 am - caller reported attack, that police were teargassing the residents, 

general chaos in area.
5. 4.31 am - can received that about 50 people had been killed and that Inkatha was 

brought in with police casspirs. And some attackers were on foot
p. 4.53 am - 2nd caller (no.2 above) telephoned again, reporting deaths and injuries, 
i ^  * csN reporting deaths and injuries was received.
3' J -f2 f 01.’  CoL Gouws reported to monitor that security forces were havinq 

difficulty in entering the townhsip and had to go In armoured vehicles.

Ccmmiasionera; Mr.Oeoff Budlender, Dr.Msx Coleman, Mr.cnrls Dlaminl 
£ £ 2 8 5 * "  Ma6« lalhasl'DrJ:>"“  Mr. F r .S ro r^ is o  M tM fa taa .

S . ?

i f £ C
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9. 7.50 am - first caller (no.1 above) confirmed that police had contacted him last 
night

10 .10.00am - caller reported that police in casspirs moving around and shooting 
residents. Police confirmed, saying that they were returning fire at residents that 
were shooting at them.

11. At 10.30am - 2nd caller (no.2 above) telephoned again. Reported that police were 
at hospital and it was suspected that they may remove bodies to reduce the death 
toll.

RADIO REPORT :
Radio 702 reported at i.oopm on the 18/06/92 that the death toll now stands at 34.

18/06 92 17:07 ©Oil 339 1422 H R C SAKI 1^)002/002

HRC COMMENT :

This horrifying massacre confirms that there are elements within Inkatha and the 
Security Forces that have an interest in fuelling the violence anf fulfilling their 
own prophecy that the ANC’s programme of Mass Action will raise the political 
temperature. The lives of people are as nothing to them in this criminal game 
of destabilisation.



r *
. . w

THE BLACK SASH'
5 I O N G  S T R E E T  • M O W BRA Y  7 7 0 0  TEL. 6 0 5 -3 5 1 3  • 9 a .m .  -  1 p .m . M ONDAY -■ f'R lD AY

j ‘T '- 
• ■
if J-'

BLACK SASH NATIONAL STATEMENT ON BOIPATONG
Membero of the Black Sash throughout the country have shared 
the widespread shock and horror over the massacre at 
Boipatong on 17 June. In particular those of our Southern 
Transvaal members who work with Peace Action and who were " S p  
and are in contact with people* in Boipatonq. are filled with 
despair arid anger at tide tragedy. They have been told by 
eyewitnesses about the kill inga. about the way police 
cnmoutlagg uniform had prepared for the massacre b y clearing 
the streets of Boipatong in the morning (residents had 
erected barriers because of rumours of an attack) . Residents 
told of township lookouts being shot at and people being :V
driven indoors by the SAP immediately before the killings, 
of i.u 1 u-apeaking vigilantes being transportnd in hippos, or 
police not acting on the desperate warnings of monitors in 
the township immediately before the attack. There is 
overwhelming eyewitness evidence of white men being solved 
in the attack - in various disguises ranging from camouflage 
uniforms and blackened faces and hands to balaclavas and 
overcoats. The people of Boipatong have told of hippos 
carrying white and black attackers who used spotlights to 
light up houses in those areas where there was no 
street I ight i ng, oi black men entering huts to do the 
kil lings- and wh it* men wait ing outside with shotguns, 
shooting potential witnesses

- - . ■ -rv

Members of the Black Sash were in Boipatong on the mot fling 
a t tor the massacre, comforting the bereaved and searching 
‘tor evidence. On that day. policr* arrested 22 youths in the 
township for 'public violence. arson and illegal poss eiss i on*- 
oi guns' •- once again tu.rn.inq victims into the nrrti°5ed. ' W# 
are thus not at all surprised that the investigating police 
have difficulty in getting witnesses to coma forward and }■ 
give evidence. Black Sash members were a In© in Boipatong at a"lPlpll 
the time ot Mr de Klerk's i I 1 -advi sod. visit, and witnessed 
tlie extraordinary indiscipline and provocation of the pol ice 
after his departure. .
We have read the press reports, listened to -the radio and ' 
watched the television, striving to Rift the facts from the 
rhetoric. We mourn the deaths - these and the many? which 
preceded and followed them. Moat of all, wet have *ouqht. to 
understand why and how they could have occurredr^Weiask who 
could possibly benefit from such destructionT 'We wonder why 
the Boipatong attack should hove happened on June 17th -' the 
'Jay after the commemoration oi JQ76's Soweto Day. We* noted ' :  
that the stay-away from work on June 16 was widely observed,: , 
and that despite something of an hysterical overreactionXby 
the authorities tuning a massive call-up to genernts anxiety 
about possible disturbances) thw demonstrations passed ot t • ;•'•'-^r: 
peacefully. We note that. i n c o n t r a s t ^ government
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Where have all the logos gone on posters, taxi o , tee shirts, 
the colours in women's clothing, the banners and the 
graffiti? They are now barely visible in the streets as 
people yo about, their ordinary burliness.
The? moveinont is riven with di spent i ng groups. The young (60^ 
of the black population is under the age of 2*3) are 
especially angry, but so also are their parent.0 who have to 
travel t.o and from work each day in terror of a suddon 
attack It. was not only the youth who reacted so strongly to 
the State President’s visit to Boipatong on 2Qlh June.
The residents of informal settlements and established 
town::: hi ps carry the burden of fear all the time. No one 
knows when or whence thu next attack will come.
Communities who do not feel themselves to be African seek 
protection from those th«y have been taught to fear in years 
of TV projection of an image of an enemy which was always a 
black image. These communities have interna 1ised government 
propaganda to such an extent that the/ are now aligning 
themselves with the dominant white group - and with its 
fears.
Some see Mr- de Klerk as saviour and friend who is the only 
person strong enough to protect them. Some remain loyal to 
the ANC but very critical of its ability to protect them. 
Some are joining other parties; who offer a more militant 
Approach. Some are going underground into revolutionary 
structures. Some will " join" other groups and tak* pax Ly 
cards because they are foi cod by fear to do so and hope a 
new affiliation will keep them safe.
Proper- organisation of brand: .structures by any political 
party is now we J l nigh i  - / p o s s  i fol e in the- townships.
Free and fair elections canno: take place without an end to 
violence and an international peace-keeping and monitoring 
t e a m .

The international community has been seduced into seeing 
"black on black" violence an junt another indication that 
Aft i w  is corrupt, savage and irredeemable and sympathisee 
with Mr de Klerk as a strong, sincere free marketeer who can 
iead South Africa into a secure future as the "power house" 
of Sout. hern Africa -- to the pro! it of the industrial north.
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l\ 1 1  this add;: up t.o the fact that the National Party 
government is undoubtedly benefiting from the 
destabilisation of its rnajor political opponent. It has no 
int on*, ion cl losing power or. indeed, «h<» ring power. It 
intends to remain in charge by constitutional manceuvering, 
a tight hold on economic power, management of the process of 
transition, and the discrediting of its political 
opposi hi o n . This was'; clearly demonstrated in the demands 
whi'-h ! rd f n t ho breakdown of rnnp'nft 'IT
One has only to look at the flood of legislation presented 
to Parliament in the last weeks of this session which was 
enacted, long before - if. wf.ri' reached' our deakfl or the 
newspapers. to see the way in which detention without ^rial 
is being rointroduced, the national assets boing privatised 
- to be protected in a Hill of Rights enshrining the right 
l.o orivdt.e property and new laws being put. into place at a 
time when there should be no new laws other than the 
essential Appropriation Acts and agreed measures arising 
from the negotiation process.
The tragedy of Boipatong arid its aftermath may yet prove to 
be th« "moment, whan South Africans come no recognise the 
v ea 1 ■> ty of the powrrti t.ha t nsftlt to subject them and begin to 
move together towards a just and democratic future in united
u p p - J i i  i  L i< J ll  t u  u u i  JJI W ^ '- l lL  U J M u p l  a n d  j. 1 1 c y  J. t  i i u a  L -r l u l c i s .

What, are we t.o do to contribute to the speediest possible 
resolution of the critical situation that the country now 
faces? We called immediately for an international monitoring 
force a truly impartial one, with powers to act and with 
wide credibility.
We winder what else we could do to rouse the public from 
their general apathy and to try to counteract the appalling 
mrd i a manipulation of public cotinc i eusness. The proposals 
made by Archbishop lutu =.nd ‘ others to put a brake on 
international sporting o n  Lacl s until realistic demands are 
met. snem a powerful strategy one which we endorse.
We a iso demand that those who are guilty are brought to 
lustjcy not only those who effected the killings, but 
I tio !-■!<■> Who bear the ultimate responsibility. We also call for 
the resignation of the Minister of Law and order and of the 
Commissioner of Police. We furthermore demand that the

f orms nhou 1 d be brought under multiparty control
an

f p

d shou1d submit to international monitoring.

3 1
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R N EST SOTSU is a  slight- \  
ly -b u ilt wizened m an who 
laughs a lot and looks much 
o ld e r  th an  his 64 years. A 
hum ble-looking veteran  in 

a  houndstooth jacket, he’s the picture 
o f v u ln e ra b il i ty .  B ut looks can  be 
dangerously deceptive.

S o tsu  is a sh re w d  a n d  p ow erfu l 
m an who. by all accounts, com m ands 
th e  s u p p o r t  o f  s e v e ra l  th o u sa n d  
A frican  N ational C ongress-aligned  
bostel-dwellen* in Sebokeng and is at 
the centre of a rag ing  haltle between 
r iv a l  d e fe n c e  u n i ts  jo c k e y in g  fo r 
p o w e r  in  th e  S e b o k e n g  an d  
kw aM asiza hostels.

A resident o f B oipatong township 
in th e  V aal since 1956, Sotsu went 
u n d e rg r o u n d  as  a n  U m k h o n lo  
w eS izw e o p e ra t iv e  a f te r  b e in g  
hounded by the police for his involve­
m ent in the 19S4 Vaal uprisings, l ie  
was detained  in 1986, charged  with 
terro rism  in 198S in Transkei where 
he was active, sentenced to five years 
b u t was released from  Robben Island 
a year later.

W hen  h is wife a n d  tw o ch ild ren  
were killed in a gun am bush in July 
last year while he was a ttend ing  the 
ANC congress in D urban , Sotsu was 
taken into Sebokeng hostel by w ork­
ers loyal to him . Now he seems to lord 
over the hardened  fighters th at m ake 
up  the original defence units.

In p a rt, the pow er struggle in the 
tw o hoste ls , a n d  in  A N C  a n d  civic 
structu res in the Vaal Triangle-stem s 
from  conflict between some 200 MK 
m em b ers  re tu rn e d  from  exile who 
su p p o rt Sotsu, an d  existing leaders 
w ithin the local A N C and civic struc­
tu re s .  T h e  l a t t e r  a r e  a p p a re n t ly  
th re a te n e d  by  th e  sk ills  th e  M K  
m em bers acq u ired  ab ro a d  and are  
a ttem pting  to isolate them  for fear of 
losing their positions.

Su ch  te n s io n  m ay h av e  b een

S u ch  te n s io n  m ay  h av e  b een  
d e fu sed  w e re  it n o t fo r  the  Tact th a t  
defence groups, loyal to e ither side and 
bo th  a rm e d  to  th e  tee th , have en tered  
the fray.

C onfusion  reigns, w ith “ co m rad es” 
grouping them selves a round  those with 
th e  m o st a m m u n itio n ,  fe a r in g  each  
o th er m ore than  those they’re  supposed­
ly defending th eir  supporte rs against —  
Inkatha  and  the security forces.

! “ B e rn a rd ” , a co m m a n d e r of one of 
S o ts u ’s u n its ,  say 's th e  s itu a tio n  h a s  
degenerated in to  one o f “defence units 
o f c o m rad es  fighting  o th e r  com rades. 
T h is  has only d iverted  the  a tten tio n  o f 
th e  d e fe n c e  u n i ts  a g a in s t  th e  re a l  
enem y” .

! JL he divisions a re  m urky  and complex 
I and not even those in the  dcfence units 

seem to know w ho, if anyone, is fuelling 
the rivalry . N either does anyone seem  to 
know w hat the defence units in the rest 
of the tow nship a re  doing, o r  who sup­
ports  them . .Ml liaison between the units 
seems to have b roken down.

B ut Sotsu  is a d a m a n t th a t the riva l 
d efen ce  g ro u p  is led by a  co re  cell o f 
N a tio n a l U n io n  o f  M e ta lw o rk e r s  o f  
South A frica shop stew ard s  who have 
oeen bribed  by a “ th ird  force" o f Lscor 
m anagem ent and  the  security forces to 
sow the seeds o f conflict in the two hos­
tels.

T o g e th e r ,  th e  h o s te ls  c o n s ti tu te  a 
potentially powerful ANC stronghold of 
8 000 men.

The new defence u n i t  apparen tly  led 
by a N um sa shop stew ard , is supported  
by several A N C branch  leaders, a p p a r­
en tly  a n x io u s  to  iso la te  th e  M K  
returnees. T he unionists deny this claim.

Accom panied by a  motley group o f his 
defence unit com m anders seated around 
a  steel table in a  sparse  hostel room  that 
is now h is h o m e, So tsu  d e sc r ib es  the

Hie perfect 
gentleman 

at the centre
of a battle

I t  ii'as the m urder qfins  wire in  ju ly  that 
turned Ernest Sotsu in to  a general a t the 

ca :tre o fa  b itte r x?ar'.
By PHiS-'.PP& GAP.SOM

a n a rc h ic  r iv a l ry  r a a in ^  b e tw een  the 

a n a rc h ic  r iv a lry  ra g in g  be tw een  the  
dcfence units.

“T h e  p re s e n t  d iffe ren ces  sa id  to be 
existing are  m erely the enem ies’ way of 
doing things. They a re  try ing  to divide 
o u r  peo p le . T h e  w o rk e r s  a re  ca llin g  
upon the in transigen t shop stew ards to 
step down, a s  they a re  not satisfied w ith 
them ,” he says vehemently.

Alw ays a rticu late  and  politely f o rm a t 
Sotsu runs the interview . “ I do not advo­
cate any division w ithin the ANC. I ’m  afl 
for unity. I t’s wi-ong for any m em ber of 
the A N C to tu rn  a gun against ano ther.”

“B ern a rd ” is finally given the 
f lo o r to  d e sc rib e  how  bis a n d  the 
r iv a l  d cfen ce  u n its  w e re  fo rm e d :
“ W e established defence uniLs after 
S ep tem b er 4 last y e a r, in o rd e r  to 
defend ourselves against attacks by 
Inkatha  and  the police. In  recruiting 
we decided th a t each b lock  should 
have 20 people. W e mainly recru it­
ed the young, w ho w ere still fresh 
and  tra inable .”

T r a in in g  a t  th a t  s ta g e  c e n tre d  
a round  crude  w eapons like xssegais 
and  s p e a rs  says B ernard .

But early th is  y e a r  r iv a lry  set in 
w hen an M K  in itia tive  to co -o rd i­
n a te  the  defence u n its  in the V aal 
u n d e r  the  D efcnce C o -o rd in a tin g  
C o m m itte e , to  e n s u re  th ey  w ere  
m ade accountable to the  com m uni­
tie s  a n d  k ep t u n d e r  c o n tro l ,  m et 
resistance from  the em erging  rival 
defcnce u n i t  

Savs Sotsu: “ These new units boy­
cotted  this initiative. M K  was p re ­
pared  to give skills. But they rejected 
the  M K  cadres. W e called them  to 
m eetings and  they d id n ’t  come.”

TX 'h e n  the battle began in ea rn e s t 
w ith the  new defence unit aligning 
u n d e r  lo ca l u n io n  le a d e r s  a n d  
allegedly backed by local ANC lead­
e rs  S h a k a  R a d e b e  a n d  L u ck y  
K am ulane and supported  by “m is- | 
guided” sections o f the vouth.

Before, m a tte rs  o f  defence w ere | 
m o re  s im p le , s a y s  B e rn a rd .  
M em b ers  o f  a defence u n it w ould 
s ta n d  p o s te d  a t  h o s te l b lo ck  
e n tra n c e s  fro m  d u sk  u n til  daw  n, 
know ing w horn to look out for. I  ntil . 
now “ the enem y” was easily identi­
fied as in h ab itan ts  o f the ln k a th a -  
su p p o rted  k w aM adala  hostel, w ho 
w o u ld  q u ic k ly  b e  e n c irc le d  a n d  
r e p u ls e d  w h en  th ey  e n te r e d  th e  
A N C hosiel grounds.

Now, the “ enemy** is all a ro u n d  and
J . - . ' j -  ------------------------

Now, the “enem y” is all a ro u n d  and  
s tan d in g  g u a rd  is d o u b ly  d a n g e ro u s ; 
th e re ’s m ore chance  o f b e in g  g u n n ed  
down by a n  insider, ap p ro ach in g  fro m  : 
behind w ith an  AK-47.

i^ L c c o n

V ^ o lb e r t  King, a  Num sa shop stew ard  
was gunned down in the g rounds of the 
k w a M a s iz a  h o s te l o n  M ay  5. S o tsu  
denies any p a r t  in his death : “ I t’s un fair 
f o r  th ese  a c c u s a t io n s  to  be  lev e lled  
against m e. Firstly, I ’m not a  w orker a t 
lsc o r , a n d  n e ith e r  a m  I a  m e m b e r  of 
N um sa. I only cam e to the  hostel a fte r  
my family was wiped out and  m y bouse 
b u rn t dow n. I have the  sym pathy of the 
people in the  hostels who. having seen 
my fate, decided to look a fte r  my in te r­
ests and see to it th a t I am  safe.”

His com m anders, p reparing  for their 
dusk-till-daw n gu ard  of the hostel, time 
an d  ag a in  bow to  h is ex p e rien ce  a n d  
dom inant personality . Every one speaks 
a t length a tm ut how the o ther side has an 
endless supply of the latest AK-47 m odel 
—  a w eapon which M K  apparen tly  does 
not possess an d  w hich proves they a re  
being backed by some o th er force,

‘•W e b e lie v e  M K  is n o t  su p p ly  in g  
them  with guns. The m ystery is, who is 
supplying them ?” asks Sotsu.

But w hen asked  w h e th e r “ this”  side 
h as guns, one  c o m m a n d e r, w ea rin g  a 
T ex an -sty le  felt h a t,  sm iles ha ltin g ly . 
“ N o,” b a rk s  S o tsu . B u t  a cco rd in g  to  
a n o th e r  so u rce , S o tsu ’s dcfence un its  
h av e  p le n ty  o f  A K -4 7 s a n d  o th e r  
w eapons brough t from  T ranskei.

>rding to an M K  source, the lead- 1 
e r  o f  the rival g roup  drives a ro u n d  with 
a fo ld -up  A K -47 on h is la p ;  th e  sh o p  
stew ards, he say's, o perate  from  a house 
n e a r  k w a M a siz a , th e  sc en e  o f  a gu n  
a tta c k  two Sundays ago. T he shop stew­
a rd s  deny allegations th a t  they a re  ru n ­
ning a rival defence u n i t  

But, fo r the w orried  M K  cadre , ten ­
sions a re  a b o u t to  explode. “ W e have 
told the ANC leadersh ip  th at people w ill 
d ie  inside th is  hostel. I f  they  leave this 
tiling there w ill be w ar.”

Sotsu’s m en seem  to have con tro l o f 
Hie kwaM asiza hostel an d  all except two 
blocks o f Sebokeng hostel.

Both sides have brough t in reinforce- ; 
m ents from  Pbola P ark , w here a s im ilar 1 
in te rn a l pow er s trugg le , ro o ted  in the 
defence units, is a t play.

T h e  M K  so u rc e  b e lie v e s  th e  V aal 
A N C and  aligned stru c tu res  have been 
infiltrated to the core. He says the rival’s 
d e fe n c e  cell is b e in g  s u p p o r te d  by 
“ m afia-like” lead ers  o f th e  local A N C 
branches, w ho have shadow y dealings 
w ith  th e  p o lic e , l s c o r  a n d  In k a th a .  
O th e rs  say th a t  this faction ei\joys the 
support of W innie M andela.

“ W hen we say the .ANC is highly 
infiltrated , we a re  not playing,” says 
the  M K  source. “E veryone in the 
(other) unit is a rm ed  and  we d o n ’t  
know w ho’s a rm ing  them . Sebokeng 
hostel is so well a rm ed  it’s  like a 
tra in ing  cam p. T his w a r going on in 
the Vaal is not an open  w ar. I t ’s a  
secret intelligence w ar. T h e  o th er side 
has money and  someone is financing 

them .”



buses virtually halted services to black townships.
NEGOTIATIONS/THE MASS ACTION CAMPAIGN

First Day Largely Success ful  As Most  Black Workers  
O b s e r v e  Stayaway  Call

By Raphael Banda

JOHANNESBURG June 16 Sapa

Black workers stayed away from work in  m ost m ajor centres in 
South Africa on Tuesday to comm emorate the bloody 1976 student 
revolt, giving the African N ational Congress an em otional setting 
for the launch of its mass action programme.

The m anagem ent com m ittee of C odesa reportedly  ad journed  
proceedings for a day to observe the unofficial holiday, "Soweto 
Day".

ANC president N elson M andela unveiled a m em orial tom bstone 
symbolising the death of student H ector Petersen, said to have 
been the first person to die on June 16, 1976, and honouring 
more than 600 people killed in violent confrontations w ith police 
since that day.

Defying calls on his o rgan isa tion  call o ff its m ass action  
campaign, Mr M andela also led a march by about 2000 supporters 
through Soweto to the m em orial site at the Regina M undi Church.

Amid a rising death toll in political unrest, black workers stayed 
away from work in the Transvaal, Natal, Eastern Cape, and to a 
lesser extent in Cape Town.

Many employers said they granted their workers June 16 as a paid 
holiday.

In the latest violence, police said two people died in  Sow eto's 
Dube section on Tuesday after being stabbed and set on fire, 
taking the death toll in less than 24 hours to at least 27.

Spurred by the violence, the N ational Party stepped the war of 
words over the ANC campaign, calling on the m ovem ent to call 
off the mass action.

"Already innocent South Africans are paying with their lives for 
the ANC's arrogant and intrasigent strategy," a party statem ent 
said.

Troops and police patrolled potential trouble spots on Tuesday and 
police said they had seized two firearm s, several rounds of 
ammuntion, spears and axes when they searched a train carrying 
ANC supporters bound for a mass rally.

The extent o f the nationwide stayaway was not im mediately clear 
and the South African Chamber of Business said it was assessing 
the situation and a statem ent would be issued later.

The C ham ber o f M ines said m ore than 98 per cen t o f the 
industry's workforce reported for work.

Commuter trains ran alm ost empty in Johannesburg, m inibus taxis 
stayed off the streets, taxi ranks in townships were deserted and

The Johannesburg Cham ber of Comm erce and Industries said more 
than 89 per cent o f city employees stayed away from work.

At least 80 per cent o f black workers stayed away from work in 
Pretoria on Tuesday and attendance in and around Durban city 
varied betw een 20 and 90 per cent. In and around Pietermaritzburg 
attendance was between zero and 90 per cent.

Durban trains were 50 per cent full on Tuesday morning and on the 
South Coast and North Coast line trains were carrying only 25 per 
cent and 40 per cent o f their normal passengers.

In the Eastern Cape buses were not running to the townships and 
no refuse rem ovals w eTe being carried out.

In Cape Town, Spoom et reported norm al train service, although 
there was a 60 per cent drop in passenger number on its Mitchell's 
Plain and K hayelitsha line.

The Cape Town Council said about 2000 workers failed to turn up 
for work.

In other highlights on Tuesday:

— A Cape Tow n policem an who referred  all people seeking 
information concerning their safety on Tuesday to the ANC faced 
d isc ip lin a ry  action , W este rn  C ape R eg ional com m issioner 
M aj-Gen W ick Acker said.

— M ore than 400 general assistants, representing about 60 per 
cent of this category of the workforce, did not turn up for work at 
Durban's King Edward VIII Hospital.

— An estim ated 2000 m echanical construction  w orkers at the 
M ossgas p lant near M ossel Bay were granted a paid holiday on 
Tuesday but 1000 civil construction workers arrived for work.

— O ff-duty policem en were called in to reinforce police activities 
in Johannesburg.

— The South A frican Bus O perators A ssociation bus patronage 
varied widely countrywide.

-- An estim ated 10000 ANC supporters under close s c ru ti^ fc y  a 
m assive security  force contingent m arched peacefully  through 
Durban's city centre.

'Mari tzburg Companies  Declare June  16 A Holiday

PIETERMARITZBURG Jun 16 Sapa

Many Pieterm aritzburg companies declared Tuesday — Soweto Day
— a holiday and em ployee attendance at major chain stores varied 
from  n il to 90 per cen t, according to the Pieterm aritzburg 
Chamber o f Comm erce and Industry.

The Cham ber’s deputy director, M r Vic Davis, said a quick survey 
had produced the follow ing em ployee attendance figures in the 
city: W oolworths — 90 per cent; OK (two stores) -  0 and 60 per 
cent; Pick 'n Pay (two stores) 10 and 20 per cent; Checkers -  50
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per cent.

Mr Davis said many Maritzburg companies had declared Tuesday a 
public holiday.

"The city is very quiet and taxis are not running in their usual 
numbers."

He said municipal buses were running a skeleton service.

Mr Davis said employees in the city w ould lose R l,2  m illion in 
wages on Tuesday w hile there w ould be an estim ated loss in 
production of R2,4 million.

Eastern Cape Services  Unaffected

FORT ELIZABETH June 16 Sapa

Essential services in the Eastern Cape were apparently unaffected 
by the mass action cam paign organised by the A frican N ational 
Congress and its alliance partners on Tuesday, SABC radio news 
reported.

Employees at Port Elizabeth Provincial Hospital all turned up for 
^ ^ v o r k  after an agreement betw een the hospital authorities and their 

trade union.

The two motor manufacturers in the area consider Tuesday a public 
holiday — Soweto Day -- and not budgeted for production. This 
was confirm ed by M idland C ham ber o f Industry director B rian 
M atthew. /

/
Bus services are no t being d isrup ted  to m ost parts o f Port 
Elizabeth, but no buses are running to the townships.

There were no refuse rem ovals in the city on Tuesday morning.

Police said no cases of intim idation or violence had been reported.

The Port Elizabeth city centre was unusually quiet as thousands of 
workers stayed at home.

/

^ ^ i o s s g a s  Workers  Granted Payed Leave  

CAPE TOWN June 16 Sapa

An estim ated  2000 m echan ica l construction  w orkers at the 
Mossgas p lant near M ossel Bay were granted a paid holiday on 
Tuesday but 1000 civil construction workers arrived for work.

The inform ation comes on the first day of mass political action 
planned by the African N ational C ongress/C ongress of SA Trade 
U nions/SA  C om m unist Party  a lliance , co incid ing  w ith  the 
commemoration o f the June 16, 1976 Soweto revolt.

A spokesman said there had been no disruption of the construction 
programme or o f operations at the refinery, and police said there 
had been no incidents related to the mass action in the Southern 
Cape.

No Incidents  Of  Violence Reported - Police

EAST LONDON June 16 Sapa

No incidents o f v io lence or in tim idation  w ere  reported  during 
pro test m arches in  the B order reg ion  on Tuesday, the police 
liaison officer in East London, Lieutenant-Colonel Christo Louw, 
said.

A ccom panied by journalists, the police authorities flew over East 
London, King W illiam 's Tow n and S tuuerheim  to assess the 
impact o f the stayaway.

By 11am, sm all groups were seen coming from all directions to 
join the East London crowd.

The aircraft then flew to Stutterheim, where no activity was readily 
visible at 11.10am, although Col Louw said later it had been 
reported  an estim ated  200-strong  crow d had conducted  an 
incident-free protest m arch through the town.

Col Louw  said  three boys, aged about 11, 12, and 13, were 
arrested for allegedly setting fire to some veld, but police were 
unsure if this was related to Soweto Day activities.

King W illiam 's Town was quiet, with no m arches reported or seen 
from the air.

W hen the aircraft returned to East London at about 11.40pm, the 
crowd o f marchers had swelled remarkably, and Col Louw estimated 
it was 5000 to 6000 strong.

The marchers were seen proceeding along Fleet Street and the old 
bridge across the Buffalo River before going to the prison where 
they presented their demands for the release o f political prisoners.

A strong security force presence could be seen from the air and 
roads had been blocked o ff by police vans and army vehicles in 
East London and Stutterheim.

Col Louw said this was to stop splinter groups from straying off 
the route and going into the towns on their own.

Riot vehicles were also seen patrolling the tow nship adjoining 
Stutterheim .

In K ing W illiam 's T ow n, banks and shops rem ained  open 
throughout the day, but there was a m arked difference in the 
number o f people visiting the town.

Bisho and Umtata were both quiet as both Ciskei and Transkei had 
declared June 16 a public holiday.

In Q ueenstow n, the central business d istric t was relatively quiet 
and supermarkets reported a drop in trading of between 30 and 50 
per cent.

S taff tu rnout was m ostly  poor, but casual labour had been 
employed for the day and stores were coping.

C lothing stores appeared  hard h it, how ever, w ith one store

Health workers are usually exempted from work stayaways.
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