
wide register 
conscription

Nation- 
against
ANTI-CONSCRIPTION activists 
around the country yesterday  
launched a national register to 
facilitate contact amongst them
selves and keep the spotlight fo
cused on action against those re
fusing to do national service.

Sapa reports th a t the convener of 
yesterday’s m eeting in Johannes
burg, law yer Chris de Villiers, said 
more than 780 people in Johannes
burg, Cape Town, P retoria, Gra- 
hamstown, Durban and Bloemfontein 
had stood up a t simultaneous Press 
conferences.

About 75 objectors attended the Jo
hannesburg conference, attended by 
a wide range of international and 
local media.

“We have decided in good con
science and of our own accord that 
we cannot serve in the defence 
force,” said a sta tem ent on behalf of 
the objectors.

Asked whether their status might 
change in view of the reconciliatory 
gesture by President F  W de Klerk, 
De Villiers said they held out little 
hope.

He added tha t most objectors sup
ported alternative, non-military, non- 
punitive methods of serving in the 
arm y. He rejected accusations that 
they w ere “a bunch of comm unists”,

saying he had been a lieutenant in the 
a ir force when he made his decision.

E arlier in the day, four m arshalls 
co-ordinating the gathering of the ob
jectors were detained by police.

It had not been established whe
ther they would face charges. Among 
them  was Bettina von Lieres, a  for
m er president of the student repre
sentative council a t Wits University.

In Grahamstown, a further 48 ob
jectors publicly added their names to 
the register. Included among the G ra
hamstown objectors is the city’s An
glican Bishop, the R t Rev David Rus
sell.

Chancery
At a Press conference in G raham s

town yesterday, Russell said it was a 
“tremendous privilege” to be p art of 
the group of ojectors.

Thirty conscientious objectors in 
Stellenbosch, including Matie student 
leaders and one lecturer, also joined 
the register. The group includes 22 
Stellenbosch students.

In Durban, the register was an
nounced a t a  P ress conference a t the 
Diocesan Chancery of Roman Catho
lic Archbishop of Durban Denis Hur
ley, who said he was “proud and hon
oured” the group of objectors had

chosen his prem ises to m ake their 
statem ent.

About 86 of the man on the register 
a re  from Durban, approxim ately 40 
of whom were present a t the launch.

Custodians of the register include 
Bishop Reg Orsmond of the Roman 
Catholic Church, Bishop P e te r Storey 
of the Methodist Church, Franz Auer
bach of Jew s for Social Justice, and 
P rof Lourens du Plessis of the Uni
versity of Stellenbosch.

The register will be delivered to 
Defence M inister Magnus Malan by a 
national delegation nekt week.

EDYTH BULBRING reports that 
the Five Freedom s Forum  said in a 
statem ent yesterday that it saw it as i 
an encouraging sign tha t so many SA 
men were prepared to state their op
position to upholding apartheid.

MANDY JEAN WOODS reports 
tha t the SADF refused to comm ent on 
the announcement of the register.

I t said a  “stated intention to break 
the law in the future does not neces
sarily constitute a crime. In fact, it 
norm ally does not constitute an of
fence”.

The SADF said only seven concien- 
tious objectors of 142 who last year 
publicly announced they would not do 
their two-year compulsory m ilitary 
service actually failed to report for 
duty.



Sunday Star September 24 1989 17

Father and son 
say why they 
are objectors

Georgina Hamilton
A FATHER and his son, both 
committed to non-violence, have 
found a new way of sharing 
their objection to military ser
vice in the SADF.

The register of conscientious 
objectors, launched nationwide 
on Thursday, shows the names 
of Dallas Harris (21), and his fa
ther Robin Harris (44), one be
neath the other.

The other four members of 
the fam ily  would put their  
names on the roll, too, but three 
are women and the fourth is 
seven years old.

Archbishop Denis Hurley, cus
todian of the Durban register of 
conscientious objectors, hailed 
the stand of the 756 signatories 
throughout the country as a 
“magnificent statement of cour
age”.

The number of signatories 
swelled to more than a thousand 
by midday on Friday.

M other of four ch ildren , 
Meridy Harris, said that each 
of the six members of her fam
ily has been seriously affected 
by the issue of conscription  
since her son, Dallas, became 
eligible for national service and, 
more especially, since his stand 
as a conscientious objector 
along with 143 others last year.

“Dad has always been fully 
supportive of my stand,” said 
Dallas.

“This year the suggestion of 
age lim its cam e up. When I 
found out that all men up to the 
age of 55 are eligible for call-up 
he was happy to sign the regis
ter.”

Speaking of his objection to 
military service, Robin, who is 
chairm an of the Justice and 
Peace Commission of the Cath
olic Church in Natal, said he 
would serve in a defence force 
if he were defending a just coun
try “against a genuine, external, 
hostile aggressor.

“There is no way I would take 
up arms against fellow South 
Africans.”

Dallas said: “There was a 
tim e when I also thought I 
might serve in the defence force 
of a legitim ate government. 
Now I have an abhorrence of 
violence in any form.

“I feel anger a lot of the time 
at the violence I see here and 
that leads me to feel there may 
be something like a ‘just war’, 
but when I think rationally I 
don’t believe that any war can 
bring true peace.”

Robin admitted to having en
joyed his nine-month stint in the 
navy in 1964 which consisted of 
“playing rugby and being a sail
ing instructor.

“It is only m ore recently  
when, as a fam ily, w e’ve fo
cused on Dallas’s particular di
lemma that I’ve made a con
scious decision that there’s no 
way I’d go back.”

He added: “I’ve been think
ing about Dallas’s belief that no 
lasting peace can come about as 
a result of war. I tend to agree 
with him.”

Meridy said: “The issue of 
conscientious objection has been 
the single most damaging ele
ment in our family life as it 
has seriously threatened the 
equilibrium of each one of us.

“We see our two youngest 
children struggling to under
stand their brother’s position 
amid the prevailing attitudes 
projected by their teachers, 
other parents and their peers* 
that any boy who doesn’t want 
to fight for his country is a cow
ard,” she said.

“We face enormous dilemmas 
because of my little brother,” 
Dallas said.

“This society is so militarised 
that even at his age, the school 
is likely to have an outing to an 
SADF base.

“Do we make a stand and not 
allow him to go on the outing 
knowing that this means bla
tant hostility  and alienation  
from his peers?”

Robin said he was concerned 
about the long term prospects. 
“They are really quite bleak. 
Does Dallas go to jail for six 
years? Do we leave South Afri
ca? We have been here for gen
erations.”

The fam ily agreed that a 
period of community service for 
men and women, as long as it 
was not confined to Government 
departm ents or defined by 
SADF strategies, would be good 
for the development of a more 
just and peaceful country.
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bringing 
flare to
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of state

one
“The reasons a re  the 

m ultiplicity  of decisions 
that have to be taken and 
sta tem ents th a t have to 
be made on a day to day 
basis. The logistic prob
lem s of involving th ree 
peop le  in each  one of 
th e s e  a r e  s im p ly  too  
g r e a t  to  c o n t in u e  to  
bear.”

He did not believe the 
leade rsh ip  issue would 
dam age the party. “I be
lieve the p a rty  w ill be 
v e ry  r e a s o n a b le  an d  
abide by w hatever deci
sion is taken.”
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Chief’s 
remains 

ill be 
reburied

By Yogin Devan
THE rem ains of a king 
who died and was buried 
three years ago in a ccm- 
e t e r y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  
women near U m tata will 
be exhum ed tom orrow  
and  re b u r ie d  a f t e r  an 
e lab o ra te  funeral c e re 
mony next Sunday.

Tho Into Kinp of the

□  Chief Dalindyebo
the reputation of the then 
T ra n sk e ia n  P re s id e n t,  
CJiief Kaiser Matanzima.

A f te r  h is  d e a th  h is 
body was brought back to 
Transkei for burial.

The G overnm en t im 
posed restrictions on the 
funera l and the fam ily  
successfu lly  app lied  to 
the Supreme Court for an 
interdict postponing it.

As soon as the court's 
decision was m ade pub
lic, the param ount chief’s 
b o d y  w a s  a l l e g e d l y  
seized a t the m ortuary  by 
a group of secu rity  po
lice, hurried to the royal 
G r e a t  P a l a c e  b u r i a l  
ground a t Bumbane and 
bu ried  in a section  r e 
served for women.

It is believed tha t Chief 
M atanz im a had  fea red  
the funeral would be held 
on an ANC platform . Nel
son M andela w as Chief 
Dalindyebo’s uncle.

<-up was
listake
)liceman
i Lem bede
W arrant Officer Mangosuthu 
in.
ve the body of his 20-year-old 
d from  a g rave in Molweni 
g a b izarre mix-up of corpses, 
■r being buried by the wrong

ilezi finally obtained perm is- 
rites for his slain son, a fter a 
jed an order on Monday for 
1. Vusumuzi was re-buried in 
morning.
b itte r about this stupid mess, 
m  of it,” said W/O Buthelezi. 
helezi — no re la tio n  to his 
ef M inister and Inkatha lead- 
thelezi — said he only learned 
had released the body of his 
' m inutes before his son's fu- 
start.
lad spent over R2 000 in prep- 
:‘I paid for buses to transport 

the tra d it io n a l goats and 
ed about 150 people.” 
son was stabbed and shot to 
in the township by an angry 
being a police informer.

A t P residen t De K lerk’s 
L ondon m eeting  w ith B r i t - ; 
ish P rim e  M in is te r  M a r 
gare t T lin lelicr, it w as M rs 
l)e  K lerk, resplendent in n 
b lack  and w hile m in ia tu re  
c h e c k  p u r e  s i l k  C h r i s  
Levin o rig ina l, who looked 
devastating .

T h a t  sa m e  f ro c k -c o a t  
a p p e a r e d  a g a in  a t  th e  
i n d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n ew  
C ab ine t.

W hen  FW  de Klerk w as 
sw orn in as S ou th  A frica’s 
a c tin g  S ta te  P resid en t, his 
wife looked coolly elegant 
in a w hite and b lack  C hris 
Levin crea tio n .

And, a t  the  S ta te  P re s i
d e n t's  In au g u ra tio n  c e re 
m ony on W ednesday , M rs 
de K lerk alm ost sto le  the 
sh o w  in  h e r  e x q u i s i t e  
w hite-co llared  p latinum  ir- 
ridescen t ch iffon  dress and 
th e  s t u n n i n g  h a t  w ith  
h a n d - m a d e  l i l i e s  f ro m  
P a r is  cascad in g  g race fu l
ly down her back .

S o  who is the m an who 
h as added a touch of s a r 
to ria l c lass to  official oc
casions?

C hris Levin was born in 
P ie te rsb u rg  42 years ago.
H is  f a th e r  ow ned a sb e s 
tos m ines, while his m oth
er, K itty , now 83, brought 
up her th ree  little  Levins,
C h ris  and his o lder b ro th er 
and sis ter.

“ I w as lucky to have a 
country  upbringing.”  says 
th e  ta l l ,  d a r k ,  a th le t i c -  
looking co u tu rie r. “ T hose  
huge m ounta ins, the quiet 
bush, it gives you a kind 
o f  equilibrium , and th a t’s 
s to o d  m e in good  s te a d . 
B ecause I have th a t base,
I f in d  it ea sy  to  d ig e s t 
p rob lem s."

E v e r s in c e  he  c a n  r e 
m em ber, C h ris  w anted  to 
m a k e  d r e s s e s .  “ I w a s  
lucky, my p aren ts  w ere li
b e ra te d  in th e ir  th in k in g  
and they encouraged m e."

T h e  f i r s t  g a r m e n t  he 
ever  des i gned  was  a 
charm ing  dusky p ink doll’s 
d re ss  w ith  lace , unevenly 
sew n, which w as only to  be 
expected  fo r a boy o f  six . 
T h a t d ress is proudly d is
p lay ed  on a  b o o k c a s e  in 
C h ris’s office.

H e m odestly ad m its  he 
w as  g o o d  a t  ru g b y  a n d  
e v e n  to d a y  h e  p 'a y A  a 
m ean gam e o f tenn is. ™

B ut his favourite  spo rt is 
sk iin g  and  given h a lf  the  
chance , he’ll sp irit his wife 
A le x a n d ra  and  d a u g h te rs  
D aniella , 12, and O rian a ,
9, aw ay to  the  snow before 
you can  say  “ h a u te  c o u 
tu re " .

C h ris  a tte n d e d  a fa sh 
io n  a c a d e m y  in  C a p e  
T ow n, w here “ quality  w as 
the  norm ”  and then cam e 
s tin ts  a t various fac to ries .

D uring  th is tim e, he de
signed clo thes fo r h is sis
te r, M a rla , who w as “ tall, 
slim  and lovely to d re ss” . 
A n d  f r o m  t h a t  c a m e  
g re a te r  th ings. “ Everyone 
w an ted  m e to  d es ig n  fo r 
th em ,"  he says. “ S o  I w as 
w o rk in g  in  th e  f a c to r y  
during  the  day and design
ing c lo thes a t  n igh t.”

H e opened his firs t lit
tle sa lon  in dow n-tow n J o 
hannesburg  in 1967, in a 
“ sm all e a r ly -2 0 ’s building 
w ith w onderful leafy a c a n 
thus balconies and a m ir
ro red  and b rass  lift” .

“ In those days, I had  a 
few seam stresses, but I did 
a lm ost every th ing  m yself. 
M y  o w n  b e a d i n g  . . .  
everyth ing.”

C h ris  Levin w as firm ly 
la u n c h e d  on  th e  S o u th  
A frican  fashion scene and 
he has never looked back .

In te rv iew ed  by a  w ell- 
k now n  fa sh io n  e d i to r  in 
1973. he turned the  in te r
view around , asked the in
te rv ie w e r  to  d in n e r  a n d  
m arried  her a few m onths 
la te r .

T oday , A lexandra Levin 
is know n as one o f S outh  
A f r i c a 's  b e s t - d r e s s e d  
w o m e n . A nd  n a t u r a l l y ,  
m o st o f  h e r  w a rd ro b e  is 
designed by her husband.

— mm
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National 
objectors’ 
register 
launched
Own Correspondent
Johannesburg

A NATIONAL register of con
scientious objectors, at present 

; com p rising  m ore than 770  
young South Africans liable to 
be conscripted, was launched 
here yesterday.

About 75 of the 265 consci
entious objectors in the Johan
nesburg area attended a secret 
Press conference where they 
declared they would rather face 
jail or life in exile than serve in 
the South African D efence  
Force.

The SADF, they said, was 
responsible for the m ainte
nance o f apartheid and was 
th ere fo re  “ an o b sta c le  to 
peaceful change” .

Attorney Mr Chris de Vil- 
liers, who was one of the 143 
objectors who last year publi- 
cally stated their opposition to j 
compulsory military conscrip
tion, said more and more peo- I 
pie countrywide were opposed 
to serving in the SADF and 
clamoured for alternative non- [ 
military service.

After last year’s public stand 
by the 143 objectors, many 
people demanded to get in
volved. A national co-ordinat- 
ing committee, and now the 
national register, was set up,
Mr de Villiers said.

He said the conscientious 
objectors were not hopeful that 
they would now get a sympa
thetic hearing from President 
de Klerk’s government because 
“nothing has changed as far as 
we are concerned” .

The law affecting conscrip
tion was still in the Statute 
Book, the End Conscription 
Campaign was still restricted 
and conscientious objectors like 
David Bruce, Charles Bester 
and Saul Batzofin were still im
prisoned, Mr de Villiers said.

“The general indication is 
that many people in South Af
rica support the system o f al
ternative service. We are not 
prepared to serve in a racist

Conscientious 
d i l e m m a ^ 1*
M IL ITA R Y  m ight in the co un try  has 
grown in direct proportion to the G o v
ernm ent’s propagation of an ideology  
dependent on the notion of a “ total 
onslaught.”

Th $  ideology is no longer sustain
able even by the Governm ent. At the

nlnS k 9,asnost and perestroika, 
though they may be as vulnerable and  
unpredictable as local initiatives to
ward reform, negotiation and regional 
accord .m a k e  nonsense of a co m m u 
nist onlaught. Regionally, e conom ic  
ne cessities and p o litica l p ro m ise s  
cannot possibly be met by an ideolo
gy which depends on fostering suspi
cion of all opposition within the coun- 
ry, and th re a te n in g  all w ith o u t It 

would be surprising if FW  de Klerk  
ever again m e ntions the “ total o n 
slaught” except as a reference to the 
m is g u id e d  fa n a ta cism  of the past 
decade. It w ould be encou ra ging  if 
the change of style could be met with
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Beswaardes stel 
naamregister op

G E W E T E N S B E S W A A R D E S  teen  
diensplig het gister op sewe plekke in die 
land byeengekom om ’n nasionale naam
register te begin en protes teen verpligte 
diensplig aan te teken.

Altesame 780 mense het gisteroggend 
in Kaapstad, Stellenbosch, Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, Grahamstad, Durban en Bloem
fontein op nuuskonferensies hul name in 
die register gevoeg, het die sameroeper 
van die byeenkoms in Johannesburg, mnr. 
Chris de Villiers, aan Sapa gese.

Die register sal aanstaande week aan 
genl. Magnus Malan, Minister van Verde- 
diging, oorhandig word.

In Kaapstad alleen het 241 mans hulle 
gister by ’n etensuurbyeenkoms tot die 
groep gevoeg, terwyl 75 beswaardes die 
konferensie in Johannesburg bygewoon 
het.

Beskermhere van die register is onder 
andere biskop Reg Orsmond van die 
Rooms-Katolieke Kerk, biskop Peter Sto
rey van die Metodistekerk, dr. Franz Au
erbach van Jews for Social Justice, prof. 
Lourens du Plessis van die fakulteit van 
regsgeleerdheid van die Universiteit van 
Stellenbosch en eerw. Denis Hurley, 
Rooms-Katolieke aartsbiskop van Dur
ban.

•  Die Weermag het gistermiddag in ’n

\verklaring gese “die voorneme om ’n wet 
in die tockoms te oortree, is nie noodwen-

dig ’n misdaad nie” .
“Soos in die verlede sal regstappe ge- 

doen word sodra die mans hulle nie vir 
diens aanmeld nie.”

Altesame 142 mans het ook vroeer 
vanjaar gese hulle gaan hulle nie vir diens 
aanmeld nie. Dit het intussen aan die lig 
gekom dat min van hulle hul woord ge- 
stand gedoen het.

“ Die getal mense wat ’n verklaring 
onderteken, is nie ’n ware weerspieeling 
nie van die persentasie dienspligtiges wat 
werklik weier om diensplig te verrig of 
w at hulle nie vir diensplig aanmeld nie,” 
lui die Weermag se verklaring.

•  Ons kantoor op Stellenbosch berig 
d a t 30 beswaardes, van wie 22 Maties, hul 
name gister op die register gevoeg het.

Een van hulle is ’n dosent, mnr. Victor 
Honey van die departement van beelden- 
de kunste, en sy twee seuns, Tim en 
N athan. Eerw. Luke Stubbs en die skry- 
wer Chari Naude is ook in die groep.

Van die studente is mnre. Daniel Ma
lan, Nusas-bestuurslid en voorsitter van 
die Stellenbosse Aktuele Aangeleent- 
heidskring, Christoff Oosthuizen, redak- 
teu r van Kampus Kruis, en Wayne Mud- 
ge, voorsitter van die Anglikaanse vereni-
g>ng-

Die Universiteit van Stellenbosch is in 
’n verklaring veroordeel vir die steun wat 
hy in verskeie opsigte aan die Weermag 
verleen.

Objectors' numbers rise to 800
The number of names on the national regis
ter of conscientious objectors launched last 
Thursday has reached 800, according to Mr 
Chris de Villiers, an attorney and conscien
tious objector. The register, containing the 
names of those objecting to serving in the 
SADF, is to be delivered to the Minister of 
Defence, General Magnus Malan, by a na
tional delegation this week.

“We also call on Magnus Malan to hold a 
public referendum for all men asking them 
whether they are prepared to do national 
service in the SADF. We believe he may be 
surprised by the result.

“Although students and post-graduate 
students are in the forefront of the public 
objection to military service we believe 
there are thousands of ordinary citizens 
who object to serving in the SADF,” said Mr 
de Villiers. a former lieutenant in the air

“ "flji

force. Most objectors supported alternative, 
non-combatant methods of serving.
•  The Pretoria Co-ordinating Body supports 
the actions taken by conscripts refusing to 
be conscripted, a statement from the PCB 
said today.

“We believe that the solution of the prob
lem in South Africa lies in a negotiated pro
cess involving all legitimate leaders of 
South Africa, and not in the maintenance of 
the apartheid system, inter-alia, through the 
repressive actions of SADF.”

At a meeting on September 3 the follow
ing organisations in Pretoria formed the 
PCB: Black Sash, Conscientious Objector 
Support Group (COSG), Idasa (Pta), Koin- 
oinia/PIR, Pretoria Urban Group (PSG), 
Studente vir ’n Demokratiese Samelewing 
(Students for a Demociatic Society) and 
tUdusa (Tukkies) — Staff Repprter-Sapa.
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Nights of gunfire in Angola, 
by a man who said ‘No’ to it

S T E P H E N  G R E E N B E R G , a 21- 
year-old veteran o f Cuito Cuanavale, 
described this week how his experi
ences in the battle  fo r the strategic 
tow n helped him  to jo in  the 771 ob
jectors who declared yesterday they 
w ou ld  n ev e r ag a in  serve  in  the 
SADF.

“W e fired  all n igh t and w e fired 
every night; the larget was a number 
on  a com puter screen,” said G reen
berg, a form er mem ber o f an artillery 
battalion w hich besieged the town in 
south-w estern Angola.

A serious young m an who read his 
statem ent in a low monotonous voice, 
G reenberg told journalists he was not 
sure to this day why the battle was 
fought or w ho really won it.

H is senior officers told him  the the 
tow n  itse lf w as w orthless, but that 
they  needed  to hold  onto the high 
ground nearby.

B ut G reenberg’s instincts told him  
they lost the w ar as the morale o f the

soldiers plunged w ith every report of 
yet another enemy tank destroyed.

T he SA D F w as reluctant to discuss 
its operations inside Angola, leaving 
G reenberg and his comrades wonder
ing w hat it w as they firing at and 
w hom  they w ere killing.

H e said their targets were numbers 
in a com puter and there was no way 
o f  telling w hat target num ber 101 
was, for exam ple.

A com puter determined this accord
ing to a master plan designed to pene
trate further into Angola, he said.

“There w as no way o f determining 
w hether we w ere shooting at civilian

“We fired all night, and we fired 
every night” ... a veteran of Cuito 

Cuanavale tells why he won’t 
fight for the SADF any longer 

By TH A N D EK A  GQUBULE

institutions or military institutions.
“I still do not know what happened 

there but by  the thousands who died 
w e m ust have been firing at civilian 
institutions.”

G reenberg , who was in  A ngola 
from  N ovem ber 1987 to  M arch 
1988, described how soldiers in his 
group  becam e dem oralised by  the

fighting and the bad water supplies.
T hey  had  to get w ater from  a 

swam p in the spent cartridges o f artil
lery shells, he said.

“W e w ould use these containers to 
fe tch  w ater w ater and drink from  
them . W e w ere ill and very  u n 
healthy.

“W hen some soldiers went to hos
pital they said people there told them 
they w ere acting strange. But we did 
not think that we were strange. A fter 
four m onths there (in A ngola) you 
are no t aware that your behaviour is 
changing.

“The worst-was.that when we start

ed to w ithdraw  from A ngola. They 
told us we would go for a short pass 
and then we would go to South W est 
Africa.

“This further demoralised us. South 
W est Africa is a whole different war.

“I am  still not sure what the truth 
about C uito Cuanavale is. I do not 
think it was all that im portant to the 
SA D F.”

H e also told the press conference in 
Johannesburg of brutalities com m it
ted by the SADF in Namibia.

H e described how  a black interpret
er em ployed by  the SA D F w as a s 
saulted by soldiers, while senior offi
cers treated it as a  joke.

In his declaration never to serve the 
SA DF, G reenberg said he w as w ill
ing to  do alternative service o f  the 
sam e length as national service, p ro 
vided it was outside a military or gov
ernm ent institution and for the good 
of the w hole community.
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Military intelligence officer 
joins conscription protest EREFUSE'TOA

A FO RM ER lieutenant in military in
telligence who served in northern Na
m ibia says he decided after an alleged 
atrocity  was hushed up that he could 
never again serve in the South Afri
can Defence Force.

Paul Brink, one o f  86 D urban ob
jectors who registered their refusal to 
serve a t a news conference yesterday, 
says this incident was the last straw.

H e jo ined  the SA D F fresh  from 
schoo l, w ithout ask ing  any ques
tions, but while in  N am ibia began to 
see things differently.

B rink , who spoke cautiously  be
cause he is bound by the Official Se
crets Act, said that after “visits to An
go la”, he was struck by  the fact that 
th e  SA D F w as “supposed  to be a 
Christian army.

“B ut at the sam e tim e they regard 
the International Red Cross as the en
em y and thought them  to be collabo
rators w ith the com m unist forces in 
A ngola.

“They (the SA DF) ham pered their 
(IRC ) m ovem ents in  the Kunene re
g ion , c rossing  the K unene River 
(w here) these R ed C ross nuns were 
bring ing  m edical and  food supplies 
through into the region.

“M y first real experience o f  war in 
N am ibia  was the introduction to the 
‘fam ily  a lbum ’. This is a black and 
w hite photograph album  which is a 
co llec tion  o f  dead Sw apo and I ’m  
sure som e non-Sw apo mem bers. It is

By CARMEL RICKARD, Durban

a grotesque album  as you can imag
ine.”

“A t that stage I realised there was 
so m eth in g  w rong . T h ese  people 
a ren ’t m y enem y. W hat the hell am I 
doing here?

“ I rea lised  this w as cow boys and 
crooks. This isn ’t m y business.”

H e said he was no t aware o f any al
ternatives, and it was not until a  two- 
m onth cam p in 1986 that he decided 
he w ou ld  never again  serve in  th e 1 
SADF.

“A t the tim e there was a S tate o f  
Em ergency. A n atrocity occurred on 
a  low -level w ater bridge. A senior 
s ta ff officer was brought in  to lead  
the inquest and the press and o ther 
m edia sources w eren’t inform ed o f  
the atrocity and the whole thing was 
hushed up.

“The legal officer was a colleague 
and friend ... who told m e that under 
the Em ergency the whole thing had  
been quashed.

“N ot a  w eek later a very near inci
dent happened at a  road b lock w ith 
this sam e group o f  com m ando m em 
bers.

“I w asn’t aware at the tim e o f  any 
(anti-w ar) m ovem ents, bu t I vow ed 
then that I would never again serve in 
the SADF. And I think this is a  fine 
time to stand up now  and refuse to  
serve.”

Some of the 280 conscientious objectors from Johannesburg and 
Pretoria who gathered at a secret press conference yesterday

Picture: STEVE HILTON-BARBER, Afrapix



Conscientious 
dilemma
M IL ITA R Y  m ight in the co u n try  has 
grown in direct proportion to the G o v
ernm ent’s propagation of an ideology  
dependent on the notion of a “ total 
onslaught.”

Th q  ideology is no longer sustain
able even by the Governm ent. A t the 
global level glasnost and perestroika, 
though they m ay be as vulnerable and  
unpredictable as local initiatives to
ward reform, negotiation and regional 
accord, make nonsense of a co m m u 
nist onlaught. Regionally, e co no m ic  
n ece ssities and p o litica l p ro m ise s  
cannot possibly be met by an ideolo
gy which depends on fostering suspi
cion of all opposition within the coun
try, and th re a te n in g  all w ith o u t. It 
would be surprising if FW  de Klerk  
ever again m e ntions the “ total o n 
slaught” except as a reference to the 
m is g u id e d  fa n a ta c ism  of the  past 
decade. It w ould  be e ncou raging  if 
the change of style could be met with  
a c h a n g e  of p r a c t ic e  in m ilita r y  
spheres.

As attested by those w ho signed  
the Register of Conscientious O b je c
tors this w eek, co n s crip tio n  is the  
cause of a m ajor moral dilem m a to 
many in the white com m unity. Th e  d i
lem m a exists for pacifists w herever 
there is conscription without the pos
sibility of n o n -m ilita ry  form s of na
tional service. Here, it is exacerbated  
because there are those who see ser
vice in the S A D F  as servicing apart
heid and white dom ination.

At the very least there is a need for 
a form of national service, neither m il
itary nor punitive, for those w ho for 
reasons of political, moral or religious  
conscience object to serving in the  
S A D F.

By allow ing this, FW  could  signal 
that the best is still possible —  a fu
tu re  in w h ic h  an a g g re s s iv e , c o n 
scripted defence force becom es the 
source of a voluntary service w hich  
protects a civil o rder respected by  
the majority.

J nb

w e e k ly  m i v / o t M o k f i r  to ttb ^rn b e* *

a p a rth e id  b a ro m e te r
CONSCIENTIOUS O B JEC TIO N  I
A T O TA L of nearly 900 conscripts have 
publicly refused to serve in the SADF, ac
cording to the objector's representative Paul 
Itoulle. He said the National Register of 
Conscientious Objectors included the name* 
of over 880 conscripts.

Several public stands by objectors have 
taken place over the past four years. In 1985 
about 100 potential “ Dad’s Ariny” recruits 
publicly refused to register for commando 
service and a similar stand was taken by 50 
Grahamstovvn “ Dad’s Army” conscripts. In 
July 1987 23 Cape Town and Stellenbosch 
conscripts publicly refused to serve and in 
July 1988 143 conscripts from seven centres 
declared their objection. In September 1989 
771 conscripts from 12 centres objected.
E arlier this month 350 of them handed in 
the register of their names to the SADF after 
a m arch to the Cape Town castle. In Febru
ary 1989 about 900 m others of conscripts 
m ade a stand under the banner “Give O ur 
Sons a Choice” .

Between 1978 and 1983 13 conscripts ob
jected individually to m ilitary service and 

! were sentenced to periods of imprisonment 
in jail and/or detention barracks of up to two 
years. T hree objectors David Bruce, 27 (six 
years), C harles Bcster, 19 (six years) and 
Saul Batzofin, 30 (18 months) are currently 
in prison while Dr Ivan Toms is on bail, 
having served half of a 21 month sentence.
Over the past four years a t least six political 
objectors have been fined or received sus
pended jail sentences for failing to report for 
military service. ______
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350 join 
march of 
objectors 
to the Castle
CAPE TOWN — About 350 peo
ple yesterday joined a Conscien
tious Objectors Support Group 
march from St George’s Cathe
dral in Cape Town to the Castle 
where a petition was handed to 
the watch commander calling 
for the end of conscription and 
the release from prison of ob
jectors to military service.

Permission for the march was 
granted on Tuesday and there 
was no noticeable police pres
ence during the peaceful demon
stration.

Traffic police regulated the 
march from the cathedral in 
Wale Street, up Adderley Street 
and down Darling Street to the 
Castle, one of the Mother City’s 
o ld est buildings, which also  
serves as a military headquar
ters.

The march was held after an 
inter-faith service in the cathe
dral hall led by the Anglican 
Dean of Cape Town, the Very 
Rev Colin Jones.

The march was to the Castle 
as it symbolised the SADF, it 
was stated. — Sapa.



Register of objectors launched
By Kaizer Nyatsumba

A national reg is te r  of conscien
tio u s ob jec to rs , c u rre n tly  con
sisting  of m ore than 770 young 
South A fricans liab le to  be con
s c r i p t e d ,  w a s  y e s t e r d a y  
launched in Johannesburg.

About 75 of the 265 conscien
tious objectors in the Johannes
b u rg  a re a  d ec la red  a t  a  p ress  
c o n fe r e n c e  th a t  th e y  w ou ld

r a th e r  fa ce  ja i l  o r ex ile  th an  
se rv e  in the D efence Force.

The SADF, they said, w as re 
sponsible for the m ain tenance  of 
ap a rth e id  and w ar therefo re  “an 
obstacle  to peaceful change”.

A ttorney M r Jh r is  de V illiers, 
one of the 143 objectors who last 
y e a r  pu b lic ly  s ta te d  th e ir  op
position to com pulsory m ilita ry  
c o n s c r ip tio n , s a id  m o re  and  
m ore  people countryw ide w ere 
opposed to serv ing  in the SADF 
and w ere clam ouring  for a lte r 
n a tiv e  non-m ilitary  service.

He sa id  th e  o b je c to rs  w ere  
no t hopeful th a t they would now 
g e t a sym pathetic  hearing  from  
P re s id e n t de K le rk ’s G o v ern 
m e n t  b e c a u s e  n o th in g  h a d  
changed. The law  affecting  con
scrip tion  w as still on the s ta tu te  
b ooks, th e  E n d  C o n sc r ip tio n

C am paign  w as s t il l re s tr ic te d  
a n d  c o n s c ie n t io u s  o b je c to r s  
w ere  still im prisoned.

T h e  SA D e f e n c e  F o r c e  
w arned  la s t night th a t legal a c 
tio n  w ou ld  be ta k e n  a g a in s t  
those  who fa iled  to  re p o r t  fo r 
service, but said a s ta ted  in ten 
tion to  b reak  the law  in the fu
tu re  did not necessarily  consti
tu te  a  crim e, Sapa reports.

The SADF said: “E a rlie r  this 
year, s im ila r repo rts  w ere pub
lished th a t 142 m en w ere going 
to  refuse to render m ilita ry  se r
v ice.” But an investigation  had 
r e v e a le d  th a t  o n ly  n in e  had  
fa ile d  to  tu rn  up fo r n a tio n a l 
se rv ice  o r cam ps.

O thers had the ir cases e ither 
d e fe rred , th e ir add resses w ere  
unknown or they w ere classified 
a s  religious objectors.

t u  s u  z z h t e i

peaceful change. •  Picture by Jacoob Rykliff.

of the nam es peopre we:A national reg is te r 
o f 770 conscientious objectors 
w as launched in Johannesburg  
today.

About 75 of the 265 objectors 
in  the Johanneburg  a re a  a tten d 
ed a sec re t p ress conference 
w here  they decla red  they would 
ra th e r  face ja il o r exile than 
se rv e  in the SADF.

A ttorney M r C hris de V illiers, 
one of the 143 ob jectors who las t 
y e a r  publicly s ta ted  his oppo
sition  to m ilita ry  conscription, 
said  an  increasing  num ber of

nam es pfeopfe w ere unw illing to serve.
Custodians of the reg is te r  in

clude Bishop P e te r  Storey of the 
M ethodist Church in Johannes
burg, Archbishop D enis H urley 
in D urban, Bishop D avid R ussell 
in G raham stow n, P ro fesso r 
L ourens du P lessis of the Uni
v ers ity  of Stellenbosch, P ro fes
so r Jam es Lund of the U niversi
ty  of N ata l in M aritzburg , B ish
op B ruce E vans in P o rt E liza
beth, and the R everend  Douglas 
B ax in Cape Town. — Staff 
R eporter.



Staff at the S A  Em bassy in London yesterday thw a rte d  attem pts by A n ti-A p a rth e id  
M o ve m ent president Archb ishop T re v o r  Huddleston, centre, to  hand over a m em orandum  
signed by S A  conscientious objectors. Th e  petition contains the names of 198 men living 
in about 12 countries w h o  "refuse to serve in the S A D F  because of its role in upholding the 
apartheid system ". Th e  list, destined for President F W  de Klerk, w as later sent to the

Em bassy by registered mail.
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