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Bsncfel legation Sunday 23rd January 1955.

In Ylew of the instructions from the provincial executive that I 

should goJ k  adress seetings in Benoni and Natalspruit, I did so in

**** f<2r bTlt 1 WaS disaPP°ln 14,(1 when Matseke who supposed to 

haig^pKen me to Natal spruit ft*om Benoni cane on his return fW>B 

alspruit.

• Benoni Meetings.

I arrived in Benoni Location where Iwas directed to go at 9.10.a.m. 

here I met a man a member of congress who told me that there was going 

to *e two sessions of meetings* at WattviUe in the morning and in the 

Old location in the afternoon. We then started off to WattviJue.

I found there were not ao many people at the square'. We waited untill 

people came. The meeting started soon after 11.a.m.'and I was given 

chance to speak. The meeting was not a congress meetinp it was under 

the auspices of the LeiMo La Motse Campaign Committee.I told them 

that A.N.G. was quite unhappy of the state affairs, in Benoni and 

called upon them to support congress which they accepted. T spoke 

about the Bantu Education Act, and the Removal of the Western Areas. 

Soon after I had finished speaking at about 11.13.a.m. Mr* Matseke 

with Mr. Mahopo and another lady from Sophia Town arrived in MfcxMatsifc. 

ilr. Matseke's car from Fatulspruit.

}ir. Matseke was calle i i;.on by tne chaj r^n to speak a^d Vr. Latseke 

spoke Oi the function^ of the an‘„i rent committee âi • also about the 

Bantu Education Act. ’v<en adjourned for lunch.

Second oession.

Another session of the meeting Whs h-11 i> Benoni old Location in the 

al t^rnoon, here meeti.’]>j; was better than in t-.e ciorn n .̂

Mr. Jiahopo was the first congress s^eak-r, Dikeledi was the second 

speaker, Mr. Matseke was the lest speaker. Here I decided not to 

speak because T was personally satisfied with what Kr. Matseke 

conveyed to the people of Benoni. Other local speakers were called 

including Mr. Damane.

Some members of the Local Advisory Board and members '̂ron \ >ex were 

not lUiet in a friendly spirit, those felloes from A/-x blamed there 

in Benoni «nd charged them of misconduct and sabctou^e, i« many 

important issues issues.................
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teot feewhich alYeot fjbto people. Mrx.laaane moved a resolution. 

The resolufion is attaohed t®- the report.

Tours for Africa, n.

J. Nkadineng,

■
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- • Btsolution at Banoni on the 23rd January 1955.
♦ .

This ■Bating of the residents of Benonl strongly protest against the 

removal of th$ people of the Western Areas from their homes under the 

Native Land Resetlement Act. This action combined with the threat by 

f native affairs to remove the 178,000, African People fro* 

tUfcv western province oonstitutes the most ruthless attack on the 

Fundamental Human rights and Freedoms, the meeting pledges its support 

to the African National Congress, the Transvaal Anti Apartheid committee 

and the Witwatersrand Anti Increased rent committee, in their struggle 

against the Bantu Education Act, the Native Land Resetlement Act,Bantu 

Authorities Act, and all other discriminatorylaws. This mesting fatitsr 

farther pledges to work whole heertedly and spare no effort to prepare 

for the Congress of the People.

i
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jQ Q sx fî J 0 ~o u <a sC  € .

10.30 a.m. REGISTRATION 0? DSLSGATES,

11 a.m. OPENING REMARKS BY CHAIRMAN HR.G.NGAKE.

11 5 a.n. CONFERENCE OPENING BY MR.J.HODGSON,
SECRETARY OS THE SPRINGBOK LEGION.

1 • HIGH COST 0? LIVING.

SPEAKER IIR. A. DAI LANE,
Chairman African National Coneress (Benoni Branch) 
Discussion by Delegates Resolution ITo.l.

2. THE PEACE MOVEMENT.
----------------- S PEAKER .MR- • SEI1ELANE,
Chairman African National Congress (Springs Branch) 
Discussion by Delegates Resolution No.2.

l.p.n. LUNCH INTERVAL.

1 # 30 p #rn. REPORT OS CREDENTIALS C0H3TTES.

3. REMOVAL SCIIS: IS AND THE GROUP AREAS ACT.

SPEAKER d r .h .m .m o o s a ,
Executive member Transvaal Indian Congress(Benoni Branch) 
Discussion by Delegates Resolution No.3

•*» * *• $
. . .  < ?  n  ' * "  ■ • •c 1 ■ * % •* *

4. SLAVE LABOUR BILL.
- . SPEAKER MR.L.MASSINA,

Executive Member African National Congress (Transvaal) 
Discussion by Delegates Resolution No.4

5. V'-IE CONGRESSES AND. YOU.,

S PSAKSR 1 -IR. A , E . PATEL, 
Executive member Transvaal Indian Congress. 
Discussion by Delegates Resolution Ho ?•

6 . THE NS7 PASSES.

--- SPEAKER MR, O.THAMB6.'
National executive member~African" Nt. ional Congress, 
Discussion by Delegates Resolution No 6.

7 . CHAIRMAN *3 CLOSING REMARKS.

NKOSI SIKALELE ASRIKA 

MORENA 30L00KA.



Resolution Ecu 1 0

HIGH COS? 0? LIVING.

"Conference'protests strongly“against the high, cost of living* The 
mounting'price of foodstuffs and transport which are increasing" the •vj-l 
burdens of the workers and lower income groups, to an unbearable
degree. " ....... ~
We call~upon'the'‘government to take immediate steps to bring down 

the high cost of living0

He s oluti on Ho •2•

PEACE.

Conference welcomes the formation- of a South Africa wide peace movement. 
T ie regard this as an"essential stew forward in the struggle for peace 
throughout the Sorld.
Africa is becoming an imperialist battle ground,The vast man power and 

riclies of the African continent are being exploited by war mongers. 
Liberatory and trade union movements are being attacked'in order to fit 
the people into a “war economy '/.Tar bases are being built .Uranium is • •- 
being mined on the Reef for atom bombs,in order to drench humanity 
in a'sea of. blood. '
In view of this conference pledge its support to the struggle for a 

lasting peace,so 'that the man power and riches of Africa can be put 
to"the building of Romes,providing peaceful employment and towards 
the refaction of the cost of•living,and bring about better relations 
and living condition.

Resolution No.3.

VVI.I0VAI 0? '7ETERN AREAS A1ID GROUP AREAS.

This mass.conference-of delegates representing the people of Benoni, 
Brakpan and Springs convened under the auspices of the African National 
Congress ( Transvaal ) and the Transvaal Indian Congress at the Davey 
Social Centre,Cn Sunday 6th September,1953-

1 . Strongly condemns the wicked,inhuman and barbaric Verwoerd_plan for 
the removal of Soohia-:own,’Iartindale,Newclare and Western Native 
Township.This nlah will create more ghettos for the Non-European 
people.Over 100,000 jf whom already are living in shanty towns and 
squatters camps all over the Reef.The removal of the "estern ^reas
a ’rid the implementation of the Group Areas Act would further deprive 
the"non’white, people to own land in the country of their birth,, 
make them hornless,and ruin them economicaly.

2. Considers this pla n as a'threat not only to the 75,000 people^in thes 
areas but &s a serious menace to the entire Non-European people of 
South Africa. _ _ _

3 .Conference pledges the whole hearted support of the people t6 the.- 
p t r v . e - " ' “in defence of their homes' and their rights,and 
uoinanfls tha t houses be bui.lt for the homeless a nd the plan to evict 
people from their homes under the Removal Schemes and the Group Areas 
Act be abandoned.



Resolution IIo. 4

SLAVE LABOUR BILL.

This'Tflass*‘Corifereiice of'delegates~representlng the" people1" of 
Benoni, Brs:Rpan“an3'_Spring's held" at~the Davy "Social C ent Be1 • ~BehoriI,~ ~ 
on Sunday,6th September,1953  ̂ hereby jplaces on record its total

rejection  oftheHatl've"Labour- "(Settlement ofTJlsput es) B ill  which 
is now before'Parliam ent,“for thS'^following*reasons'* "  " ................... .

(a) The~Bill denies the’ Africanl.VbrKers 'the right to Function 
fully'and'effectively'In'the__exercise of their freedom of' 
dssociation' in trade"unions.-  *

(b) It is designed to destroy the'present'African'Trade Unions 
~ ~ and'thereby to" weaken the solidarity of'the"working people 
so as to render African labour in general as a source of cheat>_* 
labour;'
(c) It is- aimed'at placing the" control and the destiny^of the .j 

entire'African’labour force In "the hands of the so-called " w 
labour-of fleers who will “exerciser and determine the_economic 
Ilf e " oirtrhe African""people in South'Africa*

(d) It" is clear from'the proVIsi ons~oTHhe Bill that'the" 
Ktnlster'-'of labour and “the'' Government "will" arm themselves 
wIth~powefs“to vary-or lower the present condlt ions- 
enjoyed'by the ''African Worker s: In Industry.^

(e) If “the bill bec6mes~laW7 African women'employed" in In­
dustry "will "no longer "be~regarded_as employes in terms "of' 
thg"Industrial Conciliation''Act, the' Intention being to 
bring-them"within the fold of a floatirtg_labour awaiting 
exploitation;' "___

''For thesS reasons, “CSITFERET^^THEREFORE? call upon the workers 
of South Africa7"of"whatever''race7“colour,"or" creed;

Ca) to “■Join"and build'up their"present trade unions and fight
In the struggle'for*'a_b'etter'life j " ” __

Cb) to'ple'dge and "hold" themselves'In readiness for any call
which may be made for nositive action directed against the 
bill.

Resolution No. 5.

Cohferen ce'realising'that the so-called 'Abolition of^Passes 
Act'does not abolish'the'passes a't'allj but'merely intensifies the- 
recording"In reference books of matters'causing the deportation of 
pass bearers and"lntenslfylng police^ralds'on law abiding people.
' - The hew~passes"and“Identity "cards are causing deep resentment and 
racial hostility'unprecedented In the hlstmry of South;."Africa.
~ Realising‘this, conference demands that the government abolish 

all pass laws.
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RESOLUTION NO 6 .

This aass Conference representing the people of Benoni,urakpan and

Notes ifith indignation the disabilities imposed upon the People, 
resulting'from T'radequa te transport,Police raids ,Pej.>11 ts una 
Lodcers lee^ ari not natural ,tmt man Bc.de.They are carefully and 
skilfully planned By the parliament of the ruling class to degrad i, , 
humiliate,and to perpetuate white domination and to keep t-.e -«,on 
European peoples in a state of subjugation and a source ox cheap 
labour for the Farms Hines and Industries. . .
Recounices that the apartheid policy Of the Nationalist Government 

is designed to devide the people into hostile groups ana trxbes,t 
deprive°the oppressed people of their beloved leaders,by bann_  ̂
them from Congresses and Trade Unions and from auoend g e.* 
gatherings in order to impose a dictatorship and to crush the 
organisations and Trade Unions of the lion white people 01 South

"k'Te^a^ capable*-an3 competent to-eiect-bur loaders and • emphatically 
Prbtest aFaihst the Ha lan Government to choose l.eaders for us and 
call the Government to lift the bans on Chief ^ ^ ’̂ia° ° ’
J.B.IJarks,Hoses Kotane,David Bopape,Nelson Landela,-usuf Cachalia,

Advocate A.Fischer,Cecil 7illlaBSJJ-l̂ vusoiP;H?°qefo*?s J ^ f e  and Dr.G.lI.Naicker,M.B.YengT/a,J:NpJela,James Phillips,Louis Jo.fe c.n 
n n  nthpr officials who have become victims Oi. this government.
Conference calls upon people tp demonstrate their opposition 

and determination~against>the attack on our rights and c_v_l 

liberties.- i'byr'' * ___... - - -

a r T o  embark upon“a relentless campaign to mobilise the entire 
people in their respective areas.- . . . . . .

b) Enrol 1 0,OOO^members a iid to slidify the unity of the people. 
In this respect delegates are called upon to get.into action

immediately.

N
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SfcNONl BANTU EDUCATION RESISTANCE APPEAL FUNT.

The Benoni resistance to 'Vervoerd’a Bantu Education1 
Schools will go down in history aa a "REAT EFFORT OF THE 
BENONI PEOPLE. It will be re^e-fr red that BENONI TOOK TK5 
LEAD TO BOYCOTT AND CONDEMN THESE *AKTI PROGRESS SCHOOLS1 , and 
all democratic peoples throughout South Africa salute you.
In the face of police intimidation, in the f.age arrests, 
despite all the iius told about us, w-. showed the way, and 
PROVED THAT THE AFRICAN PEOPLE WILL UgTXR AGREE TO BE HELD 
IN CHAINS.

Since the beginning of our struggle in Benoni, 49 people 
have been arrested. We needed Tuoney to buy food for our de­
fenders , we needed money to bail our leaders out of Jail, we 
needed money to pet a lawyer to defend them. We must give 
assistance and protection to the people who coT.e forward to 
take part in OUR STRUGGLE.

We APPEAL TO YOU, the people, to cive us donations 
30 that we can carrv on th13 fight. THE FIGHT TO PROTECT 
YOUR CHILDREN. OUR CHILDREN, AND ALL AFRICAN CHILDREN AGAINST 
THE 1 ANTI-PROGRESS EDUCATION POISON1 .THAI DF». VERWCERD WANTS 
TO GIVE US. - GIVE ALL YOU CAN - HELP ALL YOU CAN.

Cxvysstui[ fy /.
Gckry b. S? y .. • A M O U N T .
Ds - -'v C --
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