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The keynote of the deliberations at the 2£nd Biennial Conference 
cf the South ,.frican Indian Congress was the total rejection of apart-
heid and al l i t s rat i f i cat ions . The Conference, in a resolution de-
clared that thj policy cf apartheid is purely and solely aimed at 
brinc.inj r.bcut an c^ress ive fasc ist dictatorship cf the minority over 
the masses of the people cf South . . frica, I t noted the implementation 
of apartheid.was causing bittor racial contention and conf l ic t in 
South ; . frica, teinr based on the ideolc~y of race superiority nd that 
i t must inevitably le^d tc racial oppression and s t r i f e . It therefore 
constituted a serif us thro t t world pe^.ce. 

.-eler"" tes - t Conference ur.< iit: ,usly acclaimed the bold, courageous 
ieoisiens token by the le d.-rs and organisations cf the „fricon .eople 
t the Blcorafcntein Conference which was recently convened by the 

Interdenominational Ministers' Federation. The Conference represent-
ing as i t does, South ..fricc.ns cf Indian origin, solemnly pledged that 
i t will do everything in its A,0wer to assist in the convening of a 
national multiracial conference to form n broad, united front against 
apartheid. 

The most c r i t i ca l issue that faced delegates at the Conference 
was the implementation cf the Group :.reas ,.ct which means the uprooting 
of thousands of ^o^le in settled communities from their hoies and 
businesses. On Saturday afternoon, most cf the discussion centred 
around this particular issue and after lunch on Sunday, in a resolution 
moved by Dr. Sader of Lr.dysrJ.th and seconded by Mr. Salim Saleh 
the Conference rejected the Grcu, ,.reas ..ct and demanded i t s immediate 
repeal. Conference jxiressed i t s strong determination to defend to 
the utmost Indian hcn*2s, places, f business and means cf livelihood 
and all the social , aduc-ticnal, cultural ~nd religious institutions 
which were .built -nd fostered with sweat and t o i l . The Conference 
called f r the establishment of regional .-.nd Loc-.l committees of -.11 
sections f the people to bring into united action -11 those who -re 
opvos-d - the Group ..re-S ..ct and also called on the Executives of 
the constituent bodies ,f the S . - . I .C . to organise a D-.y of Hrrtal 
and A rayer tc arouse the conscience of South - f r i c - and the v/orld. 

Conference also called on the Indir.n people in South ..frica net 
to ..id cr acquiese in the implementation of Group ..reas in any manner 
whatsoever and not to move into proposed Group Areas such - s Lenasi-
„ r- claimed for Indians. 



This resolution was moved in hushed silence and d e l e t e s who 
nero writinr pr.tiently for a lead fron the S.,..I.C. a^inst the cal-
lous "nd inhuman intentions of the Government, realised the t-sk 
that f-.ced then in the innedi-to future. 

Conference -.lso .r.ent consider-bio? tire ^n iiscissinr the trend 
in South J.frica during the Inst 2 yd rs t v^rds . ne -arty dictator! 
re.-ir^ cf a f scist eh racter. In 2 ,3 . .r~ to luticns, Conference 
c : nde.ar.ed the 3u;tr38ci(-n r.f Cvswunia ct „1 viewed with eencern 
the Police State nothcds used by the S.ecial Branch intimidate 
-uivort.-rs f the Con-recs and Trade nni - n Vovenents. It expressed 
i ts str n-est indicat ion at the threat f a Government spokesman to 
ban the ..frican National Con-ress in terms >f the ">up. ressi-n * 
Cor- .unisr. ..at. It re-arded such thre't m the o x . r . s d n of the 
; l ice st-te Ken* l i ty v/hich is unblu . it ; .or to nswer r t tolerate 
i A : c r ' tie cr i t ic is : . nd p o s i t i o n . It c . o c i f i c a l l y e. n.lenned the 
Government for refusing- Prss^rts to arsons even rc.xt.-ly connected 
with the Peoples Movements, refusal cf . sr i t s to South ..frier,ns cf 
Indian oriLin who wished to travel fron ens province to -.nether in 
pursuance of their pol i t ical -.nd trade union and business activities. 
It also condemned the police raids made on the hones and of f ices of 
- - i l3s Leaders. 

Conference accented that "the l™ sh-11 ruarantee to.-11 their 
ri -ht to spo-k, t- or.-anise, to meet t r;ether, t: publish, to preach, 
to w-rship -nd to eddcate th. ir children -.nd to the priv-cy cf their 
h Wtofr * bxi * r o U c U d *>y l r w shall be 
:reefto'-travel without restriction f r h • umtrysi ie t t wn, f r a 
Irv inee tr Province J and fror. South . . fri -a abroad. 

The S.4..I.C. ..it- at Conference for the f i rst tine after the his-
toric Cor.-ress of the T , . ; l e held at Xli i^wn in June last year, un-
ar.incusly dopted the Preedon "barter v/hich i t regarded a s significant 
n:. the aaso:ibly at w ich i t was f. r e l a t e d as unique in that i t was 

the f i r s t multiracial o r.ference held in South . .trie- tc lay dawn the 
3 i G n i n i : : u n t^- nds f the ; io;lo both llack nd white for Freedom 

-nd De.-. craCy. 

Mr. C. Hurl-ns of Natrtl . r<£ ided tht u, h;,ut the cessions of Con-
fOr^nco which was openod by Thief „ . J . Luthuli, iresil-nt-Senerr.i of 
: : . . I n : n rh.ti -.al C res:j. Delegates at Conference disi layed a 
rw.icrksble appreciation cf the crave pol i t ical situation t:,nt faced n5 

.-.ly the Indian terL ie but also other sections of the South ..frican 
population and in very serious debate f e l t that there was no effective 

arli rventary opposition to the present Govornrm t exc^i t tl* 



e x t r Op ar 1 i a: icntary forces such as tho Congresses. The sessions 
which started on Friday concluded on late Sunday ,J"terncc>n <yicj 
was attended by numerous visitors from all sections of the „op-
ulaticn who displayed a very keen interest in the deliberations 
of the S....I.C. 

Fr, G.M. Naicker w ŝ elected President of the S..-.I.C. :nd 
I'r. G. Hurlans ' rd ..dvccate H.F. 11 v?s.re un nincusly electol 
J ' int 3oer--t u-ios, to serve for a .oricd of 2 years. Dr. ...H. 
Sader nd :_r. F. Fbrahin, an old stalwart were elected Jcint 
Treaaur-rs * 

Sessions c l sod with reccrdad songs rendered by Congreas :en 
from I-icter ari. ; urg ringing "the .raises cf the Congress 
Jioverunt. 
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M 1% m M f w i H A l M t . Sti» lt« our i t i M « « p p e ^ U « 
thla BUI Worn low In IMO. The O o ^ n i i mmM It a pelley 
cloer toot thla v l t l o i i «M tfnjuet low la Min i / i I M to etmngalato 
t i t Indian people h m o i U i I L j , eealelly and polltleelly. B v a r 

o&moo the Aot woo paittl the Concrete kai Won oppoeln* the 
epplleetlen of thla faooloi eeeeuro ot m r j eta«e. iron T>r. 
Don<po odwltted thla. It wee prealaly becnuee of the strong 
opposition by Oongiee* tJnt the Low toe A to bo aa»endad at every 
ee»*lon of Perl In went end :>roole»atlona hare been delayed until 
rooently. 

Whet float the p roe legation veen to our peoplef It ne^na ths; 
the Rationalist floT-moent Hon deelared Ver on ti* people, wtet la 
your anevar? Tour en awe r to Rotlonellat tyranny snot be not ct r- ( 
eutalaalan but opposition* You* ouat op>oee t la Aet et a vary 
ateni beaeuoo aubelaalen would eeen utter rulnetlan of our people. 
In order to ooblllae mid rouae XL* feallnga of the iwaldenta of 
Overport ogelnat a roup Arena, the Overport a re neb of the natal 
Indian Cangraaa boa organised o *a«< k a ting to be held et tbo 

Overport Soolal club, 0T Herbottle Sot)'*,Orerport, en Pun day Bnd 
DooePb«r,19M at Tbla eeetln* would be eddiweeed by 
Chief A.j.Luthull, l>r.O#ll.I*lcker,rr.ll.He thorn, iffr.C.r.Blll, *r. 
O.Hwrbene end W.T.Halalter, e l l of wtiow e n o f f le le le of the Hatol 
Tlgllanoo OoM»lttee. 

In order to aave your howea end your future, I pike an eomeat 
o?panl at thla hour t€ peril to all reticent* of Ov»rport, to ett«nl 
thlo meeting end show their solidarity end op^oeltlen agolnat tts 

thla «nja~t and lnhusnn low* 
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