
•
1 lie regim e’s despera te  elfori to  gain  acceptance for its p rog ram m e of so- 

called constitu tional reform , is m eeting  w ith less and  less success. 'T h e  
n u m b e r of postponem ents o fp ro jcctcd  elections for the com m unity  councils 
is a sign that the overw helm ing m ass of u rb an  dw cllcrs'reject this apartheid  
institu tion . T h e  sell-out decision by the L ab o u r Party on  the new 
constitu tional proposals has been m et by m assive opposition  from the 
coloured people; the to u ro f L ab o u r Party leaders to gain national support for 
the ir decision could  hard ly  a ttrac t an  aud ience  p repared  to listen to them . So 
far the regim e has been unab le  to find an  organised  force am ong  the Ind ian  
com m unity  to a ttem pt to engage it in a sim ilar sell-out. Instead , the 
rejuvenation and  resurgence of Ind ian  C ongress organ isations has every­
w here been m et w ith en thusiastic  suppo rt. 1 • 1 ' •

The heroic and  increasingly effective actions of M K  com batan ts are 
greeted everyw here am ongst the people w ith acclaim . D espite the most 
savage repression against the u n d e rg ro u n d  activists of o u r liberation  m ove­
m en t there arc con tinuous open  dem onstra tions (during  funerals, trials of 
o u r  cadres, im portan t anniversaries, etc) of su p p o rt for the A N C  and  the 
t- recdom  C harter. 1 he scale o f this defiance has created  m om ents in w hich 
the people them selves have legalised the A N C  despite the th reaten ing  
presence of arm ed  policc contingents.

W e have referred lo only som e of the signs w hich po in t to the grow ing 
people s anger and  m ilitancy. 1 he road to peop le’s pow er requ ires not only 
regional responses to u n p o p u la r m easures b u t also a un ited  national 
offensive, involving the m ass of the people in tow n and  countryside, uniting  
all the black oppressed and  m obilising the suppo rt of all classes and  stra ta  
w ho reject the ru le of the racist au tocracy. T h e  reg im e’s a ttem pt to 
p e rpe tua te  w hite m inority  ru le by fragm enting o u r  |>cople and  our country  
m ust be vigorously challenged by the m asses and  coun terposcd  by the vision 
o f one South  Africa — united , dem ocratic  an d  non-racial. A nd, above all, 
action by the m asses is at all lim es the essential foundation  for the un fo ld in g  
nf p ro iracm l people 's w ar w hich is the only viable strategy for the atta inm en t 
of people 's |low er in o u r  coun try . • :

I he developm ent of a b road  front of p o p u la r resistance has taken a 
significant step forward w ith the launch ing  of the national U nited 
D em ocratic F rom  (UDK) at a m ass rally of 15,000 people held in C ape Town 
in A ugust 1983. A lready, the U I)F  is reported  to com m and  the organised 
suppu it of betw een I and  li m illion people d raw n  from all walks of life and  
from all corners of o u r country. Its creation  has laid an effective foundation  to 
defeat the reg im e’s constitu tional proposals includ ing  the K oornhof Hills.
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The U D F  has the potential of draw ing  together the m ass struggles raging in 
the u rb an  centres and  the pockets of resistance in the rural areas, particularly  
in the hated  bam usians. The grow th of regional b ranches of the U D F is a  sign 
that the b road  p o p u lar front is beg inn ing  to take on  a struc tu red  and  
organised  form and  its shape and  con ten t is beg inn ing  to acqu ire  definition. 
T h e  u rgen t an d  fundam enta l task facing all genu ine  revolutionaries and  
patrio ts is to bu ild  upon  this achievem ent and  no t to allow petty  differences to 
stand  in the way of creating, the b roadest possible dem ocratic  opposition  and  
resistance to race rule in all its forms.

W e are  in a period in w hich the very foundation  of race ru le can  be m ade to 
crum b le  by a un ited  people’s offensive com bined  w ith the escalation of 
arm ed  struggle involving the m ass of o u r  people. T h ere  are m any signs tha t 
the. objective and  subjective conditions w hich m ake possible a  m ajor 
revolutionary break th rough  are beginning to m atu re . O n  the o th er h an d  it is 
clear tha t the ru ling  class is finding it m ore and  m ore difficult to con tinue  to 
ru le in. the old way and , on .the o th er h an d , the people are  increasingly 
dem onstra ting  the ir com plete and  u tte r rejection of the ru le of race 
dom in a tio n  in all its forms. T h e  political crisis facing o u r enem y is in tim ately  
related to, an d  grows ou t of and  in teracts w ith, the severe econom ic crisis 
th rough  w hich South  Africa is passing. It is a crisis w h ichxon ta ins im portan t 
political d im ensions and  one w hich has strategic significance for the fu tu re  of 
o u r  struggle. ' • *

T h e  e c o n o m ic  re c e ss io n  c o n tin u e s  a n d  d e e p e n s  
South  Africa is today in  the grip  of one of the longest-lasting recessions in its 
history. A part from  a short period in 1980, w hen  the price o f gold reached  
freak levels, the dow nw ard  slide has persisted since 1975. Even the m ost 
optim istic am ong  the estab lishm en t econom ists are unab le  to forecast an 
early m ajo r reversal of cu rren t trends. ’■

T h e  presen t 15% rate of inflation is doub le  tha t o f all South  Africa’s m ajo r 
trad ing  partners. T h e  dcficit in the balance of paym ents reached the R5- 
billion level in 1982. In the lirst eight m on ths of 1982 the com m ercial R and  
decreased in value by 22%. An econom ic grow th rate  of 8% in 1980 has 
p lunged  to 1% in 1982 and  a negative grow th rate of up  to 3% is p red ic ted  for 
1983. • !

H ankruptrics arc devastating sm all businesses, 350 o f w hom  collapsed in 
O c to b er 1982 com pared  to 85 in S ep tem ber 1981. Insolvencies and  
liqu idations of com panies arc now averaging 200 per m onth . T h ere  is a 
stagnation  and  d ro p  in the value of the exports of d iam onds, p la tinum ; iron

37



•
ore, m anganese an d  sugar. Above all, ilic d ro p  in llie price of gold has 
reduced  the do lla r value of net gold o u tp u t by a staggering figure o f 45%.

T h e  world capitalist econom y, into w hich South  Africa is fully in tegrated , 
con tinues to be in the throes of a m ajo r recession w hich affccts every part of 
the capitalist w orld. But w orld factors alone canno t explain  the severity of 
Sou th  A frica’s crisis. Many o f the economic problems with which i/ is afflicted are 
inextricably linked to its character as a capitalist state in which race domination plays the 
key role in the exploitative processes; a linkage w hich has always served foreign 
an d  local capital extrem ely well. •• • >

T oday , most com m en ta to rs agree tha t even if there w ere to  be an  upsw ing 
in econom ic activity the abso lu te  shortage of skilled an d  sem i-skilled lab o u r 
w ould stand in the way of a m ajo r leap  forw ard. The N ational M anpow er 
C om m ission reported  in 19811 hat in the m idd le  o f the recession (and  despite 
massive unem ploym ent) lab o u r shortages in the m anu fac tu ring  industry  
w ere responsible for 19% under-u tilisa tion  of its productive capacity . T h ere  
is also a grave shortage of artisans in th e  bu ild ing  and  m ining industries. In 
relation  to these econom ic realities the m uch -vaun ted  reform s pu rpo rting  to 
create a skilled an d  sem i-skilled w ork force a re  pa thcttc  in scope.

It is generally agreed tha t to m ain ta in  a satisfactory grow th rate  an 
add itional 13,000 skilled w orkers an d  7,500 technicians have to be tra ined  
each year and  that these can only com e from the black popu la tion . Yet of 
11,967 appren ticesh ip  con tracts registered in 1981, only 495 w ere Africans, 
liy A pril 1982 there were only 40 in d en tu red  African artisans in the w hole 
coun try . A total ol 2,632 Africans were a tten d in g  technical tra in ing  courses in 
1981, as com pared  to 47,382 w hites. R acial education  policy has seen to it 
th a t 84%  of all blacks have gone no  fu rther than  prim ary  school level and  30% 
have had  no education  at all. T h e  executive cha irm an  of barlow  H and  (the 
largest of the industria l conglom erates in S ou th  Africa) recently stated  tha t in 
the light of the critical shortage of skilled an d  sem i-skilled w orkers the call for 
a non-racial educational system  is not a  political sta tem en t b u t a business 
imperative. ■ . • , v

T h e  very factors w hich enab led  the ru ling  class to accum ula te  its massive 
fortunes (sw eated black lab o u r in labour-in tensive industries) now act as 
obstacles on  the road ol advance into the technological age. Today, as never 
be/ore, South Africa's relations o j production have become a fetter on the fu ll 
development «J the productive forces. And history has demonstrated that w!\en the 
relations of production begin lo inhibit the potential for economic 
growth, society stands poised Jor a radical. transformation. T h e re  arc  forces 
w ithin the pow er bloc (to be found m ainly am ong  som e of the m onopoly
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conglom erates) w hich see certain  aspects of A partheid  as constitu ting  a  
b rake on th e ir objective of restructu ring  of the econom y along m ore capital- 
intensive lines. Uut short o f a m ilitary coup , they  lack an efTective m ass 
political constituency  w ithin w hite politics; they are trap p ed  by the ir ow n 
creation , an apartheid -o rien ted  com m un ity  o f w hites, the m ajority  of w hom  
have a vested interest in the sta tus quo .

Above all, South  A frica's ru ling  class is faced w ith a m o un ting  challenge 
from  national an d  class forces w hich d em an d  no th ing  less th an  the 
red istribu tion  of the co u n try ’s w ealth  and  the d ism an tling  of the w hole racist 
fram ew ork. T h e  im m ediacy of this th rea t lo its very existence as a ru ling  class 
tends to inh ib it even those sectors of big capital w hose profit in terests could  
be served by m ore radical reform s from rocking the A partheid  boat too 
violently. As w itnessed rccendy, the conflicting econom ic in terests betw een 
segm ents o fcap ita l have led to serious splits in the w hite political arena  w hich 
have even affected the h itherto  m ost m onolith ic  o f A frikaner institu tions — 
the B roederbond. But, at the end  of the day , all groupings (includ ing  the PFP
— the ideological representatives o f O p p en h c im e r et al) tend  to close ranks, 
ready: to m an  the w hite laager, in the face of th e  revolutionary th reat. 
T o g e th er w ith th e ir im perialist allies they see the A N C -headed  liberation  
front as the m ost serious th reat to the ir survival. T h e  key th ru st o f B o tha’s 
total strategy is concen tra ted  on the a ttem p t to w ipe ou t o u r presence both  
inside the coun try  and  in the neighbouring  states.

It is the m oun ting  revolutionary challenge by the m asses, led by o u r  
liberation  front, w hich has m ade, and  is con tinu ing  lo m ake, such  a profound 
im pact on  the im m ediate  ch aracter o f South  A frica’s deepening  econom ic 
crisis. In other words, the choice o f economic options for coping with the crisis is restricted 
by political factors which stem directly or indirectly from the initiatives o f the mass 
revolutionary movement. As these initiatives increase so w ill tfu  crisis become more 
profound. •

The grow ing effectiveness of the people’s resistance an d  the potential 
w hich is being dem onstra ted  by the escalating a rm ed  actions are beginning 
to erode the faith of im p o rtan t sectors of in te rna tiona l capital in the very 
future of the racist ru ling  class. T h e  prestigious o rganisation  Business 
E nvironm ent Risk Inform ation (BER1) in a recent survey advised 
businessm en to avoid long term  investm ent in S ou th  Africa. In  term s of 
political risk B ER l assessed South  Africa as falling into the “prohibitive" 
category. T h e  official F rench 'Trade G u ide  has w arned  F rench  bankers not to 
invest in South  Africa beyond five years w hen, it believes, there will be 
“violence an d  d isorder''. T h e  G uide  goes on to state th a t “from 1986 onw ards
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there will be m ajo r financial losses caused  by P re to ria 's  A partheid  policy".
There are already signs tha t large financial g roups are pulling  ou t som e of 

their capital from South  Africa; recently A ssociated British Foods sold its 
in terests in P rem ier for K 337-million, followed by an o th e r massive d is­
investm ent b y ja rd in e  M ath icson . 1 his appears to be part of a m ore general 
trend  w hich was conceded by U r V an d e r  M erw e, head  of the balance of 
paym ents section of the South  African Reserve Bank, w hen  he recently  stated 
tha t “increasing political p ressure on foreign com panies to lim it their 
investm ents in South  Africa has resulted  in  a  change in investm ent pa tterns
— sho rt term  instead of perm anen t" .

It is also the intensity  of the struggle w hich  is panicking the regim e into 
massive expend itu re  on its a rm ed  an d  security  services. In  the latest budget 
so-called defence spending  reached an  all-tim e record  level of over R3- 
billion. 'I"he w ar in N am ib ia  and  the subsidy requ ired  for South  Africa to 
m ain ta in  its colonial grip  is now ju s t over R 2-m illion per d a y . 1 he am o u n t set 
aside by the regim e to keep its puppets in pow er in the B an tustans is over 
R1,000-m illion for the financial year 1982-1983. T h ese  vast non-productive 
expend itu res to m ain ta in  race dom ination  m ake the fight against inflation a
form idable one. ' J

T h e  m anufactu ring  sector is highly developed, concen tra ting  on the 
p roduction  of consum er goods. But again  here ,“it is the political factor w hich 
narrow s the possibilities of exporting  such goods to w hat should be South  
A frica’s na tu ra l trad ing  area — the African con tinen t an d  particularly  its 
central and  sou thern  regions. B otha’s “constellation  of states designed to 
create  a struc tu red  econom ic com m unity  cen tred  on racist South  Africa, has 
so far floundered  and  the creation  of the SA D C C  expresses a desire by the 
partic ipan ts to loosen and  eventually  break econom ic links w ith the

A partheid  econom y.
T h e  first res|>onsc of an  em battled  capitalist econom y is for the bosses to 

place m ore an d  m in e <>l the econom ic b u rd en  or a  crisis on  the shoulders of 
the w orking people. In South  Africa the a ttem p ts w hich arc being m ade  to do 
so arc m eeting w ith greater organised  resistance th an  ever before in o u r 
history. D espite record levels of u nem ploym en t and  con tinu ing  re tren ch ­
m ent w hich norm ally  inh ib it trade u n ion  grow th, the organised  streng th  of 
the black w orkers is grow ing by leaps and  b o u n d s  an d  the n u m b e r of hours 
lost in strikes continuously  rises. It is this streng th  w hich lim its the space in 
w hich the ruling class can  m ancouvre in its efforts to cope w ith the crisis. A nd 
the organised  opposition  against an ti-people  econom ic m easures is express­
ing itself not only at the poin t of p roduction  b u t also in the u rb an  ghettos.
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S tra te g ic  s ig n ific an ce  o f  th e  c ris is  . . .
In  general it is clear tha t the severity and  persistence of S ou th  A frica’s cu rren t 
econom ic crisis, and  the prospects of em erging from  it, a re  b o u n d  up  w ith 
specific political factors w hich are u n iq u e  to o u r  situation . A nd these specific 
factors have an  im portan t bearing  on the class and  national struggle 
perspectives of the com ing  period. . •

T h e  process of m ilitarisation  an d  the cen tralisation  of econom ic political 
pow er will be deepened . A lready the m ilitary estab lishm en t has virtually 
becom e an  arm  of governm ent and  partic ipates officially a t all significant 
levels o f decision-m aking. Indeed , the role of the m ilitary as the cen tral 
policy-m aking organ  has em erged m ore clearly w ith the official disclosure 
tha t the S tate Security  C ouncil, u n d e r  th e  ch a irm an sh ip  of the Prime. 
M inister, virtually acts as an  in n e r cab ine t. ■ •

W ith  each passing year w ealth  is being concen tra ted  in to  the h an d s of 
fewer an d  fewer m onopoly  giants; a lready the state a n d  eight private 
m onopolies contro l 70% of the assets o f the top  138 public  com panies. T h is  
grow ing centralisation  aggravates the secondary  con trad ictions betw een 
“big” and  “small* capital an d  leads to m ore in tense in-fighting w ithin the 
w hite political front. M ore an d  m ore  sections of.sm all business are being 
ru ined  w hilst, even in  the cu rren t crisis conditions, the n e t profit of the top  15 
com panies rose by R251-m illion in  the 1982 financial year. • •

Political centralisation , the concen tra tion  of a u th o r ity .in  even fewer 
hands, is one of the m ain  ingredients of the new  constitu tion . It will give 
im m ense pow ers to an  Executive President w ho, in practice, will be elected 
by the N ational Party caucus in the so-called w hite c h a m b e ro fth e  three-tier 
P arliam en t w hich will represen t 27%  of South  A frica’s people. T h e  a ttem p t 
to buy off the C o loured  and  Ind ian  com m unities w ith represen ta tion  in their 
ghetto  parliam en ts is p art of an  a ttem p t by the ru ling  class to  cope w ith the 
crisis an d  has becom e one of the key issues on  the struggle agenda. It is I he task 
of our liberation /runt to tnsurt that the (,'oloured and Indian masses refuse to (ollaboralt 
with Iht racist scheme; a task which is realistically attainable and whose fulfilment will 
deal a telling blow to while domination, and throw it into even deeper crisis. , 

T h e  cu rren t crisis also coincides w ith the period  d u ring  w hich the rem ain ­
ing foreign-ruled states in  S ou thern  Africa (w ith the exception of N am ibia) 
gained th e ir independence . South  Africa is now com pletely su rrounded  by 
coun tries w hich , in varying degrees, support o u r  liberation  struggle. 'T he  
regim e is arm ing  itself to the teeth an d  regards every inch of its thousands o f 
k ilom etres of bo rders as potentially  hostile, it  is engaged in con tinuous
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aggression against its neighbours w hose resolve to oppose A partheid  has not 
been  broken. Each blow lias led lo an  increasingly w ound ing  counter-b low  
by o u r arm ed  cadres, operating  deep  inside o u r  coun try . In  financial and  
m anpow er term s South  A frica's destab ilisation  strategy is stretching the 
co u n try ’s resources dangerously . '1 he recently p rom ulgated  new  conscrip ­
tion law has aroused b itte r opposition  from  virtually the w hole business 
com m unity  w ho claim  that its im plem en ta tion  w ould  reduce even fu rther 
the already inadequa te  pool of skilled em ployees. T h e  business m outhp icce, 
Financial Mail, sta ted  tha t “ the new  call-up  system  is going to  affect the vast 
m ajority  of w hite m en in South  Africa and  will certain ly  affect every business 

enterprise".
South  Africa’s dependence  on  foreign cap ita l opens u p  im m ense 

possibilities for w eakening its capacity  to cope w ith the p resen t crisis. W e 
have referred to  som e of the nervous responses a lready show n by in ter­
national capital. B ut increasing political upheavals, the unfold ing of People’s 
W ar and  the stepping up  of m ilitary  blow s such asSaso l, K oeberg, V oortrek- 
kerhoogie, and  the attack  on  the A ir Force an d  Intelligence H ead q u arte rs  
(includ ing  selective action against m u lti-na tional presence in the A partheid  
econom y) will fu rther erode the confidence of foreign capital in  the econom ic 
fu ture of the racist system . E xternally  the possibilities for increasing South  
A frica’s isolation from the world com m un ity  are grow ing. Im peria list policy 
alw ays reflects the in terest o f cap ital an d  cap ita l’s increasing nervousness 
ab o u t the security o f its investm ents will m ake som e of the W estern 
governm ents m ore am enab le  to pressures from  the solidarity  m ovem ents in 
these countries, b u t it rem ains true  th a t S ou th  A frica's role as the key citadel 
of im perialism  in Africa has been  supported  an d  encouraged  as never before 
by the R eagan-led im perialist cam p.

W e have so far touched  upon  som e of the general tendencies w hich are 
inheren t in the cu rren t econom ic an d  politifeal crisis. Bui whither these 
tendencies become translated into realities will depend on the extent to which we succeed 
in raising the mass political and armed struggle lo even higher levels. The conditions uj 
doing so are undoubtedly present and will continue lo spread. T h e  absolute and  
relative deterio ration  of the living cond itions of the black m ajority  in both  
tow n and  countryside, the grow ing unem ploym ent, the ghastly n igh tm are 
w hich faces the m illions w ho have been exiled to the B an tustans an d  the 
inevitable attem pts to shift m ore and  m ore of the b u rd en  of the crisis on  to 
black shoulder*, will con tinue  to  fuel the anger and  ha tred  of the people 
against racism . T h e  plight facing o u r  people, and  especially th e  black 
w orking popu la tion , cries ou t for a transfo rm ation  of this an g er into even

m ore  effective organised  m ilitancy (bo th  political an d  m ilitary) w hich will 
relentlessly confront an d  w eaken o u r  crisis-ridden enem y.

T h e  p lig h t o f  th e  w o rk e rs
The greatest bu rden  of capitalist crisis always rests on the shoulders of the work­
ing class, bu t in South Africa it is above all the black workers w ho take the b runt. -

Despite fraudulent claim s to the conti ary the econom ic conditions of African 
w orkers have steadily w orsened. The regim e’s m ost recent figures w hich claim a 
rise in African wages, conveniently exclude the two largest categories, 1.5-m­
illion agricultural and  750,000 dom estic workers. T h e  true position is that from 
the year in which the cu rren t recession began (1975) the real earnings of Afri­
cans have taken a plunge. A ccording to the B ureau of M arket Research of 
U nisa, Africans in the Preioria-W itwatersrand-Vereeniging com plcx earned 
less in 1980 than  in 1975. In 1981 (according to Professor K eenan of W its 
University) the real incom e of Africans decreased by a further 1%. A nother 
study has show n that the incom es of African households have declined by 
12.4% from 1976 to 1980.

T h e  level of unem ploym ent has reached horrendous proportions. T h e  figure 
has already hit the three million m ark of which m ore th an  50% are African m en 
u n d er the age of 30.

We know w hat happens to an African w ho is unem ployed in South  Africa. It 
m eans m ore than ju s t a loss of incom e and  consequent econom ic deprivation; it 
so often also m eans jail, deportation to the starving rural backwaters and  the 
com plete destruction of family life. ■ i

T he  R iekert Com m ission report which was hailed by the regim e’s publicists 
as a docum ent which would lead to an casing of influx control, has in fact been 
followed by an intensification of pass law persecutions. M ore than  200,000 were 
arrested lor pass law offences in 1982, an  increase of 20% over the previous year. 
'Fhe recent Rikhoto case exposed the fact that the regim e was even going 
beyond its own racist laws and  has been illegally deporting people w ho had 
acquired Scction 10 rights to rem ain in an u rban  area. W hen the courts in ter­
fered with those illegalities the racist response oncc again reaffirmed their com ­
plete disregard and  contem pt for African family life; the wives and  children of 
African workers such as Rikhoto will (according to K oornhoof the “veriigte") 
not be allowed the sam e ‘‘privilege”. A nd there is still worse to come.

The threat of the O rderly M ovem ent and  Settlem ent of Black Persons Bill 
(the very nam e conjures up  the im age of the herding of anim als) continues lo 
hover over the heads of all u rban  Africans. It aim s to deprive even larger n u m ­
bers of perm anent u rban  rights and  to push m ore of them  into hom elands;
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T h e  rcaclion of the black w orking class lo the assault on  ils living and  
w orking conditions and  lo the tigh ten ing  g rip  of repression is th e  key to the 
fu ture of o u r  revolution. A nd their political responses in the  recen t period 
hold ou t great possibilities of raising the level of political consciousness and  of 
organised  resistance from  the w orking people.

D espite the existence of conditions w hich norm ally  inh ib it trade un ion  
grow th (recession and  rising u nem ploym en t) the last few years have seen a 
m ost d ram atic  increase in African un ion  m em bersh ip . I he potential for 
creating  a united  revolutionary trade u n ion  m ovem ent w hich can  becom e a 
m ighty instrum ent of struggle is g reater today th an  ever before in o u r history. 
W e will refer later to o u r P arty 's app roach  to som e of the p rob lem s w hich still 
have lo be overcom e in o rd e r to ensure tha t this po ten tia l is fulfilled.

It is how ever clear th a t trade un ion  streng th  an d  trade un ion  
consciousness on  th e ir own arc no t enough! the w orking class has to be 
m oulded  into a politically conscious Fighting force w hich, in  alliance with 
those classes (m ore especially ihe rural poor) w ho share  its im m edia te  aim s, 
will sweep away the whole racist struc tu re . We must ensurt that the level ofthe  
workers' struggle is raised above the mere figh t to defend and advance their economic 
conditions within Ihe framework of South Africa's system of capitalist 
exploitation.

it is o u r prim e task to m obilise the w orking class as the lead ing  force in  the 
struggle against the ty ranny  of racist autocracy an d  for people’s pow er. A nd 
this struggle canno t be fought only in the u rb an  centres. O u r  p ro letaria t is 
not only to be found in the cities; m any  m illions are  to  be found on  the while 
farm s and  in the B antustans. 'I h e  overw helm ing m ajority  o f A fricans on the 
land  are not peasan ts; they are  m ade  up  of ag ricu ltu ral labourers, 
unem ployed  w orkers w ho have been  exiled from the cities, and  those w ho 
have spent a lifetim e as m ig ran ts betw een to u n try s id e  an d  town.

T h e  bulk of the rural m asses have been exposed to w age lab o u r and  have 
had  varying degrees of contac t w ith u rb an  cu ltu re . I hcse factors m ake 
possible a uniquely  do se  re lationsh ip  betw een u rb an  and  ru ra l sn uggles and 
can facilitate the spread  of p ro letarian  ideology and  organisation  in the 
countryside. In the present econom ic crisis (m ade even m ore d isastrous by 
the droughO  these p ro letarians and  sem i-pro letarians share cond itions with 
the rest of the ru ra l poor w hich th rea ten  their very lives and  those of their 
dependan ts.

T h e  n ig h tm a re  o f  th e  D a n tu s ta n s
54% of the African popu la tion  (close to II-m illion ) now live in the
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B antustans, a popu la tion  that has grow n by 69%  betw een 1970 and  1980. 
'I h e  overw helm ing m ajority  of these people  face an  indefinite fu ture  of 
deg radation  an d  abso lu te  starvation. O f all sections o f our people these multitudes 
have indeed nothing lo lose but their chains.

A ccording to the B ureau for E conom ic R esearch (Benso) over 5.2-m illion 
o f the 6.2-m illion living in the non-'independent*  B an tustans had  no 
m easurab le  incom e d u ring  1980. A nd  in the sam e year only one m illion of 
the 4.6-m illion living in the ‘in d ep en d e n t’ B an tustans could  be classified as 
econom ically  active. D espite a popu la tion  increase in the B an tustans of over 
7-m illion since 1960, a g rand  total o f 75,000jo b s  have been  crea ted  there in 
the sam e period. A ccording to econom ists, one th ird  of the B antustan  
popu la tion  lives in resettlem ent cam ps in w hich cond itions are  such th a t one 
in  every four babies bom  in them  dies d u rin g  its first year o f life.

T h e  b ru ta l d istortion  of norm al family life is exposed by som e of the 
popu la tion  figures. In  the B an tustans ad u lt w om en o u tn u m b e r m en  by three 
to one. Close to 50% of the popu la tion  is u n d e r  15 years of age and  ab o u t 60% 
are u n d e r 20. T h is  spells ou t families w ithout m en , wives w ithout husbands, 
ch ild ren  w ithout fathers! T h is is the kind of e thn ic  “nation" w hich the racists 
have con ju red  up  — a w asteland of fragm ented fam ilies for the b reed ing  of 
m ig ran t and  co m m u ter lab o u r for the “national hom eland" of the five 
m illion w hite g roup  w hich ow ns 87%  of the land  an d  virtually all its riches.

T h e  figure for the m igran ts an d  com m uters  from the B an tustans in 1981 
was 2,074,000. It is becom ing m ore an d  m ore c lear th a t the B an tustan  
adm in istra tions w ere set up  to carry  ou t the functions of a glorified 
W E N E L A  recruiting  structu re. T h e  boss-boys of the B an tustans (such as 
M atanzim a) never cease to boast ab o u t how  m uch  lab o u r they have 
m anaged  to export to the ir m asters in w hite S ou th  Africa. But even their 
efTorts do not seem  to be enough . Initially all the  lab o u r recru iting  was 
hand led  by the B antustan  adm inistrations. H owever, recen t reports indicate 
that their bu reaucra tic  structures sccin to be d isin tegrating  and  the regim e is 
once again  beg inn ing  lo play a m uii-^ linx l role in the recru itm en t yf labour 
th rough  its regional A dm inistration  Boards. In 1981 these boards betw een 
them  “requisitioned" 1,396,944 w orkers from the B antustans. T h e  w ord 
“requisitioned" was used by K oom hof in a Parliam en tary  answ er and  it aptly 
describes the hand ling  of h u m an s as pu re  objects of com m erce.

T h e  bu ild -up  of population  in the form er reserves (w hich everyone agrees 
cannot possibly sustain  the lives of th e ir inhab itan ts) is the end  of a process 
w hich in itself constitu tes one of A p arth e id ’s m ost cruel crim es. Conservative 
estim ates are tha t betw een 1960 an d  1980 a m in im u m  of three m illion people

45



have been forcibly up roo ted  from their hom es and  d u m p ed  in b a rren  veld. 
A nd this process is still u n d e r  way.

'1 lie econom ic plight facing the overw helm ing m ajority  of the people  in the 
liani ustans erics ou t for organ ised  resistance, a task w hich d em an d s  priority 
trea tm en t by o u r  w hole liberation  alliance. 'H ie  poten tial for m obilising the 
people and  gaining the ir support in a grow ing revolutionary  w ar against the 
racist regim e and  its local puppe ts , is en o rm o u s.T h crc  can be no d o u b t that 
the conditions in the countryside are transfo rm ing  it in to  a  tinder-box of 
anger, frustration and  d isconten t; passions w hich can  an d  m ust be 
channeled  into a m ighty  river o f resistance.

A p a r th e id ’s se a rc h  fo r a llie s  — (lie  b la c k  m id d le  class 
Every sector of the racist social and  econom ic s tructu re  is heavily dep enden t 
upon  black paiticipation . Even the d irec t in s trum en ts  of na tional repression
— the arm y and police — arc forced increasingly to  rely on black recruits for 
m u ch  o f the ir dirty work. W ith  the passing of each year this d ependence  
becom es greater and , according to dem ographers, the beg inn ing  of the next 
cen tu ry  will see a South  Africa of approxim ately  50 m illion people of w hom  
44-m illion will be black.

It is clear th a t th e  survival of w hite dom in a tio n  increasingly requ ires the 
“conscn t" 'and  collaboration  of stra ta  from  the d om ina ted  m ajority  w ho will 
help  to ensure their ow n jieople’s sub jugation . A great pain o f ruling class 
political strategy is therefore d irec ted  tow ards a search  for such 
collaboration . In  an a ttem p t to pu rsue  this strategy the regim e is, generally 
speaking, concentrating  its a tten tion  on  three m ain  categories:
(a) T h e  em erging adm inistrative an d  business stra ta  in the U am ustans;
(b). T h e  black m iddle stra ta  ou tside  the llan tu s tans, and
(c) T h e  u p p er layci? of the C o loured  and  Ind ian  com m unities w ho m ay 

be tem pted  to partic ipate  in the new  constitu tional proposals for their 
ow n individual gain. ■ ’ •

A lthough all three categories of the m idd le  stra ta  share  an econom ic status 
w hich is considerably  above llial of the ina.il of the people, they also each 
have d istinct characteristics w hich have an  im p o rtan t bearing  on the ir likely 
responses lo the unfolding revolutionary struggle. ' j

T h e  m id d le  s t ra ta  in  th e  U a m u s ta n s
liy far the biggest category of the m iddle  strain in the I tan lu s tan i is the 
grow ing political and  adm inistrative elite. A lready by 1979 the n u m b e r of 
p erm an en t (Mists on  fixed estab lishm ents in seven of the B antustans
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(excluding T ranskei, U ophu thatsw ana an d  K w aN debcle) was 27,625, 
M em bersh ip  of legislative bodies (close to 800 M Ps) an d  m inisterial posts 
a ttrac ts relatively large salaries and  allow ances. In V enda, for exam ple, one 
o f the poorest o f all the B an tustans M p h cp h u  receives an an n u a l salary of 
R48.700 (plus allowances), an  am o u n t w hich is only R3.752 less th an  the 
salary of P .W . B otha. A part from  d irect earn ings (alm ost com pletely 
subsidised by g ran ts from  P retoria) political office becom es the launch ing  
pad  for acqu iring  land  an d  business in terests. T h e  accum ulation  of such 
w ealth  by the M atanz im a b ro thers in  the T ranskei is w ell-know n and  
recently  in V enda, cab inet m in isters an d  governm ent officials w ere accused 
of “lin ing th e ir pockets" w ith profits from  V en d a’s casino.

1 he m ost im p o rtan t characteristic  of this adm inistrative s tra tum  is tha t it 
was the creation  o f the A partheid  regim e and  is com pletely dep en d en t upon  
its favours. T h e  very existence of this g roup  d ep en d s on  the existence o f the 
B an tu stan  “sta te” itself. Its function  has been  aptly  described as one  of 
m anag ing  the affairs of S ou th  A frican capital, m ore especially the sm ooth  
flow of the cheapest possible m ig ran t an d  c o m m u te r labour.

It follows tha t the class in terests of the h igher echelons o f the B antustan  
A dm inistrators are com pletely subservient to those o f the ru ling  class in 
“w hile" South  Africa. As a g roup  they will obviously be tem pted  to  do  every­
th ing possible to u n derm ine  A frican un ity , to defend  the m onstrous 
creations of A partheid  and  to line up  w ith the enem y in its struggle against 
the liberation  alliance. T h e  Scbes o f the C iskei do  no t com e second to 
the ir bosses in P re to ria  w hen it com es to vicious an ti-com m unism , persecu­
tion of the trade un ion  m ovem ent and  to rtu re  and  killing of liberation  figh­
ters. . . •

T h e re  can be no com prom ise w ith these defenders of A partheid  w ho have 
traded  in the ir people’s b irth righ t fo ra  m esso f pottage. The so-calledBantustan 
states must be completely destroyed and their administrations overthrown as part oj the 
strugglefor the total liberation of every inch o/ourpeopU's soil. In  the fight against the 
puppe t adm in is tra tions and  th e ir  racist m asters som e categories w hich are 
traditionally  grouped  as part of the m idd le  stra ta  enn be m obilised on  to the 
side of the people, especially those w hich have not been directly incorporated  
into the B an tu stan ’s governing ap p a ra tu s  and  w hose fu ture  is therefore no t 
inextricably bo u n d  u p  w ith the survival of the B an tustan  itself. T h is applies 
to sm all traders as well as professional g roups an d  teachers. T h e  la tter began
lo play u significant opposition  role lo M a tn im m a  in the m iddle Seventies 
w hich led to legislation debarring  all pub lic  em ployees from partic ipating  in 
party  politics an d  from belonging to political organisations. - ■ • : .
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T h e  A fric an  m id d le  s t r a ta  o u ts id e  th e  U a n tu s la n s  
T h e  m obilisation of the broadest possible con tingen t of black social forces 
against racist ru le continues to be a revolutionary  im perative in o u r country . 
A nd  the black m idd le  stra ta  outside the U antuslans arc an  im portan t sector 
of tha t con tingen t. At the sam e tim e the reg im e's in ten tions arc clear: to 
create  a larger A frican m idd le  class w hich will be tem p ted  to defend the 
s ta tu s  q u o  th rough  the lu re  of econom ic concessions.

D espite enem y m anoeuvres it con tinues to rem ain  true  th a t the fate of the 
m ajority  of the black m idd le stra ta  is m ore closely connected  to the black 
w orkers than  to  the ir w hile co un te rparts  a n d  tha t the destruction  of the 
system  of national d om ina tion  is in their in terests. W e have alw ays stressed 
tha t South  A frican racism  is indivisible an d  th a t for it to con tinue  operating  it 
m ust sooner o r la ter show  its face to  every class w hich m akes u p  the 
dom inated  com m unity . As o u r  C en tra l C om m ittee  sta ted  in its 1980 
sia tm en t (Forw ard to People’s Power):
' * In general il is clcar that ihe ranks of white property owners, businessm en, finance 

clc etc are not being u[>encd to blacks. Il is also clear lhal whatever concessions arc 
, m ade lo the other sections of the black |>clil bourgeoisie,they-will nol, in m any 

im porlant rcspctis, be allowed lo jo in  the ranks ofthcir while counterparts. All lhal 
is happening is that, within the framework of continued national dom ination over 
all classes and groups which constitute the black com m unity, some sections of the 
black m iddle strata will be allowed a liille m ore scope for development; bul always 
along ihcir own lines. In iheir personal lives they will continue lo face most of the 
hum iliation of inferior status, politically, socially and culturally’...

'1 hose am ongst the black professionals w ho are  involved in m anagem ent 
occupy its lowest rungs and  it is illegal for a  black m anager to have a white 
subord inate . A ccording to the Sunday Tribune (5.9.82) A frican m anagers 
constitu te  less than  0.2%  of the co un try ’s m anageria l com plem ent.

In the public sector A frican doctors, school p rincipals an d  accoun ts clerks 
earn  less th an  the ir w hile cou n ieq ia rts , do ing  exactly the sam e jo b . 11 

South  Africa's land  policies go lo the very root of the A partheid  structure 
an d  all “concessions" to  A lrii an  business a n d  trad in g  in terests are prem ised 
on  the m onopoly by w hites over 87%  of the land  area, ' l h c  C ro u p  A reas Act 
allows Africans to trade in only 13% of the land  a rea  an d , even then , it is w hile 
capital w hich dom inates . •

It is im possible for African en te rp ren eu rs  to expand  in to  farm ing outside 
the 13% tribal a reas in w hich , in any case, the system  of land  ten u re  acts as an 
obstacle. '

T h e  m uch-public ised  schem e lo allow hom e ow nersh ip  by Africans in 
u rb an  areas has so far involved only a sm all hand fu l of Africans. lly M arch
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1981 a total of 1,881 99-year leases had  been  registered.

In a police force w hich is m ainly  black there is a  total o f 75 African 
com m issioned  officers, earn ing  less th an  ihc ir w hite co un te rparts  an d  with 
no pow er over w hite subord inates .

In alm ost every area o f A frican m iddle  class advancem en t the p a tte rn  is 
b road ly  the sam e; a sm all g roup  is allow ed to decorate  the fringes of the w hile 
preserves b u t it is totally barred  from  crossing in to  them . T h e  black m iddle 
class (and  the fact that we can even describe a  class by its co lour tells its own 
story) is no t only a class entity , it also form s p art o f the larger entity  of those 
w ho are  victims of na tional oppression . T h e  m em bers of the African m iddle 
strata  gain econom ically from som e of the reform s b u t the houses they 
occupy rem ain  in the ghettoes, th e ir righ t and  the righ t of th e ir ch ild ren  to 
freedom  of m ovem ent is subject lo the sam e influx contro l legislation as the 
w orkers, an d  they rem ain  foreigners in the ir own coun try  w ithout any 
political rights except perhaps in the ir e thn ic  w asteland.

It is clear therefore, tha t the black m idd le  class is, by its very natu re , 
subjected  to two con trad icto ry  pressures. O n  the one  h an d  im m ediate  
econom ic “im provem ent" could  tem pt som e of its m em bers to play a 
collaborative role; on  the o th e r hand  the national restrictions and  
hum ilia tions from w hich it con tinues to suffer and  w hich will frustrate its 
fuller econom ic grow th, will m ake i( receptive lo m any of the im m ediate  a im s 
of th e  liberation  alliance.
i O u r  appeal lo the black m iddle  stra ta  to throw  in th e ir lot w ith the w orking 
people in the national dem ocratic  revolution is no t based m erely on  the 
rhetoric of national oppression ; it has an  objective basis in the kind of society 
w hich will follow the people’s victory. In such a society (in w hich the w orking 
class will be the d o m in an t force) the black m iddle stra ta  will, in  every respect, 
be better off th an  they are w ith in  the fram ew ork of w hite baasskap.

T h e  m iddle  stra ta  by their very n a tu re  do  nol alw ays play a consistent role 
•in a struggle and , especially in one w ith a na tional context, tend  to shy away 
Iroin t evolutionary radicalism  in favour of oltl-siylc bourgeois nationalism , 
liu t a lthough  we are alw ays called upon  to guard  against the sp read  of petit- 
bourgeois ideology w ithin the liberation  alliance, the w inning over to  o u r 
side of larger and  larger groups from am ongst th e  m idd le  stra ta  rem ains a 
Revolutionary necessity.

T h e  C o lo u re d  a n d  In d ia n  m id d le  s t r a ta  — a n e w  o ffen s iv e
T h e  C oloured  and  In d ian  u p p er and  m iddle stra ta  have never been exem pt
from  the restrictions of racist oppression. But despite  the fact tha t they have
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been icl.'ilively b e lte r off th an  the ir A frican coun te rparts , a great deal of 
progress was achieved by the liberation  m ovem ent in the d irection  of all­
black unity .

In the 40’s and 50’s the Ind ian  C ongress m ovem ent (radicalised  and  led by 
revolutionaries such as o u r  late C h a irm an , Y usuf D adoo), even w on the 
adherence  of a large section of the Ind ian  com m ercial bourgeoisie for a policy 
of grow ing unity in action  w ith the o th e r na tional m ovem ents, m ore 
especially the African N ational C ongress. A nd  this trad ition  con tinues to 
express itself in the cu rren t revival of Ind ian  congress organ isations in  N atal 
an d  the T ransvaal. •

T h e  trad ition  of solidarity w ith the im m ed ia te  objectives of the liberation 
alliance was, until recently, h o n o u red  by the p redom inan tly  m iddle class 
leadersh ip  of the L ab o u r Party  w hich w on all-round  ad m ira tion  for its 
uncom prom ising  stand  against the C o loured  R epresentative C ouncil whose 
dissolution was finally forced on the regim e. ••

It is, however, already  becom ing  c lea r th a t g roups from am ong  the 
C o loured  and  Ind ian  u p p e r  and  m idd le  stra ta  a re  seeking a closer 
accom m odation  w ith racism  at the expense of the ir A frican bro thers an d  the 
m ajority  of their own people. T h e  proposed new  constitu tional arrangem en t 
w hich  creates ghetto  parliam en ts (perpetually  d o m in a ted  by the white 
‘m ajority ’) an d  w hich gives a select g roup  the chance  to occupy high political 
ofTice, has already tem pted  a few from am ong  the C o loured  an d  Ind ian  
u p p e r crust. T h e  last conference of the L ab o u r Party  w as hijacked by these 
elem ents in favour of a  policy of co llaboration  w ith the latest schem e to 
p e rpe tua te  white dom ination . A nd the sell-out elem ents am ongst the Ind ian  
u p p e r and  m iddle  classes are m anoeuvering  to  gain the suppo rt of the Ind ian  
com m unity  for partic ipating  in the th ree-tie r schem e. • • ’ •

T h e re  can  be no com prom ise  w ith these M atanzim as an d  Sebes am ong 
the C oloured  and  Ind ian  com m unities. Like their lian iu s ian  coun terparts , 
they  are trying lo sell th e ir people’s b irth righ t for the “privilege" of 
participating  in d ir  perpetual dom ination  and  hum ilia tion  of the ir own 
com m unities. T hey  stand  squarely  in  the enem y cam p  an d  everything 
possible m ust be do n e .to  expose and  to isolate them . 'lTie overhw elm ing 
spirit o f rejection of these collaboration ist m anoeuvres w hich has already 
been dem onstra ted  by the C o loured  an d  In d ian  m asses m ust be m ain ta ined  
an d  reinforced. T h e  struggle against the lian lu s tan s  and  the new 
constitu tional proposals is indivisible. W e em phasise  again tha t this latest 
schem e of the white racists can  and  m ust be defeated. A people’s victory over 
the collaborators will create a political crisis of eno rm ous d im ension  for the
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ru ling  class an d  will constitu te  a  m ost im p o rtan t step  in the struggle for 
peop le’s pow er. *

T h e  t r a d e  u n io n  f ro n t
T h e  concessions to the African w orkers in the 1981 L ab o u r R elations Act 

w ere w on on  the g round  an d  no t in P arliam ent. L ong before the rem oval of 
the co lour-bar clauses of the Industria l C onciliation  A ct, the righ t to trade 
un ion  organisation  and  the righ t to  strike w ere p roclaim ed  by o u r  w orking 
class in the ac tua l a rena  of struggle, on the factory floor.

T h e  ten' years w hich preceded the L ab o u r R elations Act saw the m ost 
persistent strike m ovem ent in o u r history an d  the  m ushroom ing  of trade 
un ion  organisation . M ore and  m ore em ployers, u n d e r  p ressure from their 
w orkers, broke ranks and  began to recognise and  negotiate w ith the 
em erging African unions. T h e  laws proh ib iting  strikes by A frican workers 
had  little efTect on  th e ir resolve to engage in industria l action  w hen the 
situa tion -dem anded  it. .

T h e  ru ling  class, realising that the bu ild ing  of black trade un ions could no 
longer be stopped , was forced to give them  som e form of legal recognition in 
the hope tha t they could thereby  be b e tte r contro lled  and , m ore especially, 
prevented  from playing a ' political role on the side of the liberation  
m ovem ent. The legislation was accom panied  by an  intensified offensive 
against striking w orkers and  progressive trade unionists. O f the 768 people 
deta ined  in 1980 only 21 w ere trade unionists a n d  w orkers, w hereas in 1981; 
300 of the 772 detainees fell into this cateogry. A nd in the sam e year police 
w ere called 191 tim es to the scene of w ork stoppages. •' <
‘i 'T h e  la b o u r  R elations Act has not d iscouraged  the black w orkers from 
engaging in organised  strike action. T hey  have ignored the p rocedures w hich 
have to be com plied  w ith before a strike is considered  "legal”, in  1982 there 
were 394 strikes involving 14 1,000 w orkers, an  all-tim e record. A nd every one 
of these strikes was illegal. D cpiic the vicious persecution  of trade  unionists 
(w ith the Ciskci being particularly  Im iinl), black trade  un ion  m em bersh ip  
has already reached  750,000. Significantly, q u ite  a n u m b e r of d ispu tes w ith 
em ployers have a ttracted  regional an d  national solidarity  actions by the 
com m unity  as a w hole (e.g. R ed M eat strike, W ilson-R ow ntree, Fattis and  
M onis). T h ere  was an  im pressive response to the trade u n ion  call for a 
national protest against the m u rd e r of Neil Aggctt. W e have also seen a 
n u m b e r of exam ples of direct trade un ion  involvem ent (in alliance w ith 
com m unity  organisations) in struggles against ren t and  bus fare increases, 
and  in protest against K o o rn h o fs  genocide bill. <
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An im m ense social force is being bu ilt; a force w hose collcclivc strength 

constitu tes one of the key factors in o u r revolution. T h e  need  to provide 
effective political leadership  to the rapid ly  grow ing black trade union 
m ovem ent is a  task w hich stands second to none. If we fail in this task we will 
no t only em asculate the forces on the side of o u r struggle, bu t we will also 
expose the trade un ion  m ovem ent to  reform ist ideological and  
collaborationist tendencies.

A n u m b er of im portan t policy questions a re  cu rren tly  being d eba ted  in 
the trade union m ovem ent. R ecently  o u r  Political B ureau  convened an 
enlarged session a t w hich these questions w ere discussed. D ecisions were 
also taken on  the practical steps needed  lo  reinforce an d  im prove w ork on the 
trade un ion  front.

T r a d e  u n io n  c e n tre s  a n d  th e  q u e s t  fo r  u n i ty
T h ere  are four national trade  un ion  centres in existence. T h e  T rad e  U nion 

C ouncil of South Africa (T ucsa) has 57 affiliated un ions w ith a  m em bersh ip  
o f430,675.T h e  South  African C onfederation  of L ab o u r has 13 un ions w ith a 
m em bersh ip  of 126,514. T h e  F ederation  of Sou th  African T ra d e  U nions 
(Fosatu) has ten affiliated trade un ions w ith a m em bersh ip  of 105,690and the 
C ouncil of U nions of South  Africa (C usa) has eleven alTiliated un ions w ith a 
m em bersh ip  w hich has recently  risen lo 100,000. • ' 1

T u sca  an d  SA C l. arc com pletely d o m in a ted  by a w hite leadersh ip  an d , for 
reasons w hich will be elaborated  below , have no im m ediate  place in the 
process w hich is u n d e r way to a ttem p t lo create one national dem ocratic  
trade un ion  centre. 1'he m ain  partic ipan ts in  this process have been the two 
national federations of C usa  an d  Fosatu , an d  a n u m b e r of individual 
industria l and  general w orkers’ un ions, in c lu d in g 'F o o d  an d  C ann ing , 
African Food and  C ann ing , C om m ercial C atering  and  A llied W orkers’ 
U nion , South  A frican A llied W orkers' U n ion , G enera l an d  A llied W orkers’ 
U n ion  and  the C ape M unic ipal W orkers’ A ssociation. It is this la tte r 
grouping , representing  over 3<X),000 w orkers, w hich is partic ipating  in  a 
“feasibility com m ittee" to investigate the estab lishm en t of a un ited  trade 
un ion  federation. This latest move was in itia led  at the A pril 1983 C ape T ow n 
unity  conference (the th ird  such conference in recent years) an d  is to be 
w elcom ed by all w ho wish to see the em ergence of a strong, healthy, 
dem ocratic  and  independen t trade un ion  m ovem ent in South  Africa. • 

T h e  form ation of one national trade un ion  federation is a process w hich 
requires patient fraternal negotiations and  d ialogue betw een the existing 
dem ocratic  trade un ion  cen tres and  progressive un ions. T o  help  pave the
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way for unity  it is also necessary tha t all oppo rtun ities should  be sought for 
jo in t cam paign ing  betw een the existing bodies on  b u rn in g  issues affecting 
the w orkers such as re trenchm ent, unem ploym en t, m ass rem ovals, the 
P residen t’s C ouncil, ilje G enocide Bill etc. T h is  unity  in action (well 
illustrated  in the Neil Aggctt p rotests) will generate  the kind of a tm osphere  
w hich will im prove the prospects of achieving organ isa tional unity .

O n e  of the obvious obstacles in the way ofcrea ting  one national body is the 
proliferation of q u ite  a few general w orkers’ unions, som e of w hich are 
partic ipan ts in the unity  moves. W e have alw ays believed tha t, in  the long 
ru n , the m ost effective form of trade union organisation  is one un ion  for one 
industry . It is o u r view tha t the general w orkers’ un ion  should  be encouraged  
to separate  o u t into industrially-based groupings. But an  im m ediate  
co m m itm en t lo do  so ought not to be m ade a p recond ition  for national 
organisational unily . U ntil the general w orkers’ un ions have transform ed 
them selves, o th e r fraternal ways m ust be found to elim inate  the com petitive 
tendencies betw een the general w orkers’ un ions and  the industria l unions 
Organising the sam e factories.

’ * '* ' . * . I
U n ity  a n d  p ro b le m s  o f  r e g is tr a tio n
A no ther bone of con ten tion  betw een the em erging dem ocratic  trade un ions 
is w h eth er trade  un ions should  register u n d e r the L ab o u r R elations Act. As 
the law stands at the m om ent there is virtually no  substan tia l difference 
betw een the sta tusof registered and  unregistered  un ions an d  the provisions 
o f the A ct w hich deal w ith governm ent interference in the in ternal affairs of 
un ions apply w ith equal force to the registered an d  unreg istered . ■ '*

A part from acqu iring  a m ore “respectable" im age in  the eyes o f som e 
em ployers (w hich w ould perhaps influence th e ir app roach  in  the collective 
bargain ing  process) there  is no advantage to be gained by the w orkers if their 
u n ion  becom es reg istered .-T he fact tha t a n 'u n re g is te re d  un ion  canno t 
becom e part of the industria l council system is a gain  ra th e r th an  a loss since 
th is system  is designed to underm ine  w orkers' m ilitancy an d  is in any case 
com pletely  dom ina ted  by the w hite trad e  un ion  m ovem ent.' In  the 
circum stances, it is o u r view that trade un ions shou ld  not apply for 
reg is tra tion .' ’ • • '• ■'

A t the sam e tim e we consider that this issue should  no t be elevated lo the 
level of fundam ental principle. 'H ie  dilTcrcnl approaches lo the question1 
should  no t be  allowed to becom e an  obstacle to trad e  un ion  unity . At the end  
of 1981 there  w ere 23 African un ions registered w ith a total m em bersh ip  of 
259,582. In  add ition , 326,794 C oloured  an d  Ind ian  w orkers are  m em bers of
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T r a d e  U n io n  C o u n c il o f  S o u th  A frica  (T U C S A )
W hen  Neil A ggett was m u rd e red  T u csa  declared  its opposition  to the nation ­
w ide w orkers’ protest. M ore recently its p residen t, A nna Scheepers, 
appealed  to the police to be m ore active in the p rosecution  of A frican strikers. 
I’hese are ju s t a few exam ples w hich d em onstra te  tha t the leadersh ip  of 

T u csa  has learn t no th ing  from  the new  w orkers’ forces th a t are em erging and 
con tinues to m ain ta in  its reactionary  and  baasskap  position in the trade 
u n ion  m ovem ent.

I t is ironic th a t Scheepers talks on behalf o f an  o rganisation  the m ajority  of 
w hose affiliates are now black. O f T u c sa ’s total m em bersh ip  o f430,673 only 
101,145 are w hite. T h e  balance is m ade up  of 226,860 C o loured  an d  Ind ian , 
an d  102,670 Africans. T h is  large and  im p o rtan t sector of organised  labou r 
m u s t be w eaned away from T u c sa ’s reactionary  leadership . All efforts should 
be m ade  to isolate those black trade un ion  b u reau cra ts  w ho have been  placed 
in to  the ir positions by patronage o f racist trade un ion  leaders and  w ho 
therefore con tinue  to cling desperately  to the ir coat-tails. Everything possible 
m ust be done  to ensure tha t the 320,000 black w orkers in T u csa  becom e an 
in tegral p art o f the q uest for genuine trade  un ion  unity .

T h e  ro le  o f  S A C T U
T h ere  is no  organ isation  in the trade un ion  field w hich can  m easure up  to the 
historic role played by Sactu in its stand  against racism  in the trade  un ion  
m ovem ent an d  its con tribu tion  to the o rgan isation  of w orkers into 
dem ocratic  industria l unions. In  add ition , S ac tu ’s com m itm en t to the 
general struggle against racist explo ita tion  an d  oppression an d  its full 
in tegration  as a  constituen t o f the C ongress A lliance have played an 
im p o rtan t p a rt in the struggle to m obilise the w orking class against the racist 
regim e and  to bring  the day of o u r  peop le’s victory nearer. M any  old Sactu 
stalw arts are con tinu ing  to play an im p o rtan t role in the cu rre n t upsurge of 
trade  un ion  organisation , an d  m any  o th e r trade un ion  m ilitants find their 
in sp iration  in the trad ition  of revolutionary trade un ion ism  w hich Sactu has 
done so m u ch  to sp read  am ong  o u r w orking people.

B ecause of S actu ’s record  as a m ilitan t revolutionary  trade un ion  centre 
an d  its open adherence  to the C ongress A lliance, it is for all practical 
purposes treated  by the regim e as an  illegal conspiracy. It is therefore clear 
thu t in p resent conditions S actu  can no longer operate  in the old way; m ore 
especially it canno t realistically advance the aim  of w inning the im m ediate  
form al affiliation o f the em erging trade unions. In o th er w ords, in the quest
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for die crea tion  of a new un ited  trade  un ion  cen tre , Sactu  dues not coni|>etc 
w ith the existing organs.

At the sam e lim e Saciu has a  vital role to play in ensuring  tha t the 
principles upon  w hich it was founded con tinue  to inspire and  give d irection 
to the grow ing forces of trade  un ion ism  w ith in  the co u n tiy . It is for this reason 
lhal Saciu can con tinue  10 claim  lo be a legitim ate spokesm an of genuine 
trade  un ion  aspirations of the South  A frican w orkers.

Il is clearly m ore vital th an  ever for Saciu to carry  o u l its historic role to 
influence the trade un ion  m ovem ent lo  move in a radical and  dem ocratic  
direction and  to ensure tha t ihe un ited  trade u n ion  cen tre  w hich is being 
striven for, will be built in the im age of Sactu. T o  carry  o u t th is lask it is 
necessary that Sactu should  streng then  itself organisationally . 'I n  
collaboration  w ilh all the  constituen ts o f the C ongress A lliance it is called 
upon  to intensify p ropaganda  w ilh an em phasis on  ihe m ain  con ten t of 
revolutionary trade union ism . T h e  unorgan ised  m ust be organised . T h e  vast 
arm y of unem ployed  w orkers bo th  in th e  tow ns an d  in the countryside m ust 
be m obilised lo express their protest an d  an g er ab o u t their plight an d  the 
plight of ihc ir families. T h e  negative features in the L ab o u r R elations Act 
m ust be exposed and  a cry m ust go o u t from the organised  irade  un ion  
m ovem ent lo dem and  ihcir repeal.

O u r Party has a long and  proud  record  in the Held of trade  un ion  
organisation . It can truly be said lhal the Sou th  A frican C o m m u n ist Party  is 
the father of black industrial un ions in o u r  country . The period of ihe 30s, 40s 
and  50s bristles w ilh ihe nam es of ou ts tand ing  com m unist trade  unionists 
who devoted them selves to trade u n ion  build ing . Jo h a n n e s  Nkosi, Bill 
A ndrew s, G eorge Poonen, Steve D lam in i,J .B . M arks, Ray A lexander; these 
com m unist trade un ion  giants and  scores of o th e r com m unists have forged 
an  unbreakab le  link betw een the Party an d  the irade  u n ion  m ovem ent. As 
activists in the various progressive trade  un ion  federations w hich em erged 
from the 30s onw ards, com m unists laid the very foundations of m iliiant 
revolutionary tratio unionism .

A gainst ihe background  o f (his great trad ition  o u r  Party is called upon  lo 
d o  everything possible to strengthen  the m ass o rgan isations o f o u r  w orking 
people. T h e  advance of revolutionary trade  un ion ism  is not ju s t the preserve 
of the trade un ion  m ovem ent; it is ihe concern  of the w hole liberation  alliance 
and  of o u r Party as the vanguard  of o u r w orking class. W e dare  not fail in (his 
task.

In its assault on the liberation  m ovem ent the enem y has selected the South  
African C om m unist Parly as one of its m ost im portan t targets. N o t a day
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passes w ithout an a ttem pt by the enem y to sm ear the nam e  of o u r Parly, lo 
spread the slander lhal il contro ls and  m an ipu la tes the A frican National. 
C ongress, to accuse com m unists of being “m ere  appendages of M oscow" 
and  lo d istort the role of non-A frican com m unists, in  add ition  racist South  
Africa has becom e one of im perialism s’ m ost vociferous pureyors of an ti- 
Sovietism in the w orld. ............

W hy do they hate  and  fear us so m uch? It is because, in the first place, o u r 
Party is an  historically vital com ponen t of the revolutionary alliancc for 
na tional liberation  headed  by the A N C . O u r  Parly has w on a place in  ihis 
alliance precisely because it has alw ays respected  the integrity  an d  
independence  of the national m ovem ent. T h e  enem y an d  its allies are fully 
aw are tha t o u r  Party constitu tes a powerful organisational an d  ideological 
force against the kind of “national lib e ra tio n ' w hich will allow a few black 
exploiters to jo in  the board room s of the w hite ruling class. As the struggle 
intensifies so will the enem y’s efforts to find solutions w hich will prevent the 
destruction  of the capitalist system of exploitation  w hich, in South  Africa, is 
the very foundation  of racism . 1’hey w ant to destroy o u r  Party  because it 
stands in the front rank  of those w ho will never accept such  a “solution*.

T hey  fear us loo because they know tha t we are p a r t of the great 
in ternational w orking class m ovem ent an d  tha t we su p p o rt an d  defend the 
achievem ents of w orkers and  peasants w ho have taken  pow er in  their ow n 
lands and  w ho are  con tinuously  th rea tened  by im perialism . W e have never 
h idden  o u r adm ira tion  for the great O c to b er Socialist R evolution w hich 
ire a te d  the Soviet S tate, i his state has no t only becom e the m ain  citadel of 
the expansion of the socialist world system , bu t il has also been  one of the vital 
factors in the massive decolonisation  process w hich gained  m o m en tu m  in 
the period since the end  of the Second W orld W ar. A nti-Sovietism  is one of 
reaction ’s key in s trum en ts and  the need to co u n te r il is today ra th e r g reater
than  ever before. .....
i C om m unists  believe lhal there is no conflict betw een pro letarian  inter­
nationalism  an d  revolutionary patriotism . T h ro u g h o u t o u r  history we have 
never deviated from the  historic interests of o u r  ow n w orking people, i l  is 
precisely because of o u r  in ternationalist outlook th a t we arc  regarded  as th e  
chief enem y of narrow  and  backw ard nationalism  and  racism . • •!

T hey  hate us also because we are the p ioneers of non-rac ism .in  South  
Africa. It is a m aile r of pride that ou r Parly has always had  w ithin its ranks 
m em bers and  leaders from all national groups. T h o se  from the m inority  
groups w ho have m ade com m on cause w ith the struggle for liberation an d  
socialism  an d  w ho are am ong the Party ’s leaders have won their positions

57



t h r o u g h  an  u n f l i n c h in g  co m m itm en t lo llic revolutionary cause anti th rough  
a readiness, if necessary, lo die for it. T h e  racists live in a w orld in w hich every 
level of social in tercourse im plies the d om ina tion  an d  “superiority  of whites.
It is p art of the ir racist sickness th a t they canno t u n d e rs tan d  the possibility of 
black an d  w hite working together in com plete  equality  an d  w ithout the 
arrogance o rb aa ssk ap .T h c  very history of o u r  Party  is a g low ing  exam ple of 
this h igher proletarian eth ic  w hich we will never ab an d o n . . •> •

W e m ust answ er the enem y’s offensive against o u r  Party  by devoting even 
greater efforts to streng then  it organisationally  an d  to  reinforce its role no t 
only as a constituen t part o f the liberation  alliance b u t also as the 
independen t political vanguard  of o u r  p ro letaria t. •

T h e  task of spread ing  the liberating  ideas of M arxism -L eninism , 
especially am ongst the w orkers and  the you th , has assum ed g reater urgency 

than  ever before.
T h e  ranks of o u r un d erg ro u n d  m ust be s treng thened  th rough  the 

recru itm en t of advanced activists especially from am ong  the proletariat.
Im bued  w ith proletarian  in ternationalism , we m ust con tinuously  sharpen  

o u r ideological w eapons to com bat backw ard nationalism  an d  chauvinism  
in all its form s and  spread an u n d ers tan d in g  of the connection  betw een racial 
oppression and  capitalist exploitation.

1'he perspective of a fu ture  socialist society in S ou th  Africa m ust be spread

w ith g reater vigour. j
As a Party we m ust provide effective political leadersh ip  to the w orking 

class and  ensure th a t its m ass o rgan isations do no t bccom c instrum en ts of
reform ist collaborators.

T h e  struggle for w orld peace and  against the regim e s con tinued  
aggression against the neighbouring  states d em an d s u rgen t a tten tion .

Above all, as an integral part of o u r liberation  alliance headed  by the 
African N ational C ongress, we face the im m edia te  challenge of leading the 
m asses in a ll-round  assaults on  the racist autocracy an d  for the w inning  of 
people 's pow er. Victory will be ou rs th ro u g h  a com bination  of massive 
un ited  political action and  m ilitary confron ta tion  w hich increasingly 
involves the m ass of o u r  people.

R acism  m u s t  be  d e s tro y ed ! ' _
R acism  can be destroyed! >
People’s pow er will be won th rough  people’s unity  and  people s war!
Forw ard to a free socialist South  Africa! *

SB

THE MOST PRESSING  
DUTY BEFORE ALL  
HUMANKIND IS TO AVERT  
THE DANGER OF A  
NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST

International Resolution Adopted by the 
Central Committee of the South African 
Communist Party, September 1983~

T oday , w hen the capitalist system  as a w hole is in d eep  crisis, the  bourgeoisie 
grows m ore a n d  m ore desperate  as the d em an d  for social progress intensifies. 
Everyw here the im perialists pppose revolution w ith  counter-revolution , 
physically ,intervening on  the side o f the reactionary  classes th ro u g h o u t the 
w orld, on  the g rounds (hat their “vital interests" are th rea tened  by “Soviet 
im peria lism ”. In  pu rsu it of th e ir  crim inal aim s they have resorted to a policy 
of n uc lea r b rinkm ansh ip . -

T h e  m ost pressing du ty  before all h u m an k in d  today is to avert the danger 
o f a n uc lea r holocaust. W hatever the differences betw een classes and  
countries, resort to nu c lea r w arfare can n o t solve them  b u t only lead to the 
destruction  o f civilisation as we know  it an d  the possible extinction of the 
h u m an  racc. T h e  fight for peace and  life m ust be a  top priority for 
C om m un ists and  progressives everyw here, for no social advance is possible if 
hu m an  society — indeed life itse lf— ceases to exist.
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T h e  R eagan A dm inistration  in the U nited  States, w hich represen ts the 
m ost bellicose section of U S m onopoly  capital, pu rsues a policy of confron­
tation  against the forces of national liberation , peace, freedom  and  
s o c i a l i s m .  Throughout the world it sup |io ris  w ith a rm s an d  m oney the forces 
of reaction. W hilst h u nd reds of m illions of people suffer from the scourge of

• h u nger poverty, disease an d  m a lnu trition , im perialism  is escalating the 
arm s race, including in the nuclear field. Instead of seeking solutions lo som e 
or these vital global problem s, U S im perialism  has increased in ternational 
tension to dangerous levels by its th rea t to resort to nuclea r w ar. T h is  th rea t 
has becom e a reality due  to the insane belief of the m ilitary-industrial 
com plex, w hich gseatly influences the policies of the U S adm in istra tion , tha t 
such a  w ar is no t only possible b u t also w innab le . •■• • •

U n d er conditions of de ten ie  in  the political an d  m ilitary spheres, peaceful 
co-existence betw een the two different social system s, an d  a  reduction  in the 
arm s race,in  particu lar nuclear arm s, it is possible to ensu re  the m ost basic
necessities of life to people th roughou t th e  w orld.

It is of p rim ary  significance th a t, w hereas th e  Soviet U n ion  has given the 
un ila teral and  categorical assurance th a t it will never be the firct to resort to 
n uc lea r w arfare, the U n ited  States and  its allies have consistently  refused to 
m ake a sim ilar declaration . T h e  im perialist pow ers re s c u e  the ir right to 
launch  a first strike. T h e  w eapons they are installing  in E urope today -  the 
Pershing and  C ruise missiles — arc first-strike w eapons. I he policies they 
are following are the policies of reckless aggression and  sabre-rattling  w hich
can  easily spill over into suicidal conflict.

O ver the past few years the Soviet U n ion  an d  its allies have offered m ore 
th an  100 proposals designed to reduce in ternational tension, cu rb  the a n u s  
race and  avert the th rea t of a n u c l e a r  catastrophe. R ecently the Soviet U n ion  
formally proposed a treaty bann ing  the testing an d  dep loym en t of w eapons 
in ou ter space. 1'he proposals for peace an d  d e ten te  w hich are continually  
advanced by the W arsaw  Pact arc cither ignored or trea ted  with d ension  as il

they w ere not genuine. .
The reckless policies of the R eagan A dm in istra tion  m ust be strenuously 

opposed by the peoples of the w orld if the real d an g er of nuclea r w ar is to  be 
averted. T h e  cam paign  for the lim itation  of nuclear w eapons, for real steps 
tow ards d isarm am ent, for de ten te  and  peaceful co-existence m u s lb e  
stepped up to the point w here it becom es irresistible. I he peoples of the 
w orld m ust dem and  from N ato  a real response to the peace initiative* 
launched  by the W arsaw  Pact pow ers w hich, if im p lem ented  in good faith, 
w ould reduce world tension and  prom ote the cause of in ternational security.

•
T h e  U nited  States m usl be com pelled  lo ratify the SA L T  2 treaty , undertake, 
like the Soviet U nion , never to be the first to use nuclea r w eapons, an d  accept 
the offer o f the W arsaw  T rea ty  states issued in the P rague D eclaration  of 
J a n u a ry  5, 1983, ‘ to conclude a  treaty  of m u tu a l renunc ia tion  of the use of 
m ilitary force and  on  the m ain tenance  of peaceful relations". T h is  w ould 
pave the way for fu rther m easures of d isa rm am en t an d  the u ltim ate 
d isb an d m en t of bo th  alliances a* indicated  in the P rague D eclaration.

T h e  R eagan A dm inistra tion  w hich heads the im perialist coalition m akes 
no secret of the fact that it is d e te rm ined  lo prevent social change w hich m ay 
lead any coun try  to ab an d o n  capitalism  an d  choose the socialist road  of 
advance. N ot only does it oppose the  socialist coun tries them selves in every­
th ing they do , b u t it also labels freedom  fighters everyw here com m unists or 
“agen ts of M oscow*. T h e  U n ited  S tates an d  its allie* are to be found every­
w here p ropping  up  right-w ing an d  reactionary  regime* com m itted  to 
m ain ta in  the sta tus quo.

W e live in  the era of change w orld-w ide from the cap italist to the socialist 
way of life. C apita lism  an d  im perialism  have exhausted  th e ir po ten tia l of 
bring ing  the benefits o f scientific an d  technological advance to the m ajority 
o f the w orld 's people. T h e  gap betw een the haves an d  the have-nots i* 
grow ing w ider. F ired  by the profit motive the ru ling  cla*s o f the devloped 
capitalist coun tries directs its eno rm ous energies and  ingenuity  to devising 
ever m ore fearsom e w eapons of destruction  in o rd e r to pro tect its way of life 
from  the challenge of the deprived an d  under-priv ileged m ajority . A nd  this 
deprived and  under-privileged m ajority  is to be found no t only in the ranks of 
the exploited  toilers of the so-called “th ird  w orld". T h e re  a re  today betw een
11 an d  13 m illion unem ployed  in the w orld’s richest coun try ,the  U nited  
States; over 30 m illion are  unem ployed  in the capitalist coun tries of E urope. 
N evertheless, it rem ains true  th a t the worst poverty is to be found in the 
under-developed countries. T oday  over 1,000 m illion are  starving and  30 to 
40 m ijlion annually  die of h u nger in the developing countries w hose w ealth  is 
looted by the transnational corporations of the w estern  w orld. A bout 25%  of 
the people of the developing countries of Asia, Africa and  L atin  A m erica arc 
m alnourished , com pared  w ith 3% in the industria lised  capitalist states. In  
Africa as a w hole m ost countries have seen no grow th a t all in  th e ir econom ies 
over the past decades. Indeed , Africa is the only con tinen t in  the w orld w here 
per cap ita  food p roduction  has declined steadily. T h ro u g h o u t the 
developing world the living standards and  hopes of the people are  crushed  by 
the increasing bu rd en s im posed by the exploitation  of the ir na tu ra l resources 
and  lab o u r pow er by im perialism  an d  its transnational corporations,
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massive indeb tedness and the unequa l econom ic relations betw een them  
and  the m ost developed capitalist countries.

I lic crises of “over production* w hich regularly  rack the capitalist world 
and  w hich lead lo ihe destruction  of thousands of tons of foodstulfs w hile the 
people are hungry , are in h e ren t in the capitalist system . O n ly  u n d er 
socialism  is it |»ossible to strike a balance betw een production  and  
d is tribu tion , due to the e lim ination  of the private ow nership  of the m eans of 
production  and  the exploitation of m an  by m an . It is only in the countries of 
the socialist com m unity  tha t slum s, poverty, h u nger and  illiteracy have been 
eradicated , th u s m eeting the basic needs of its people and  laying the
foundations for a steady im provem ent in th e ir living an d  w orking conditions.

T h e  im pressive achievem ents of the socialist coun tries have no t gone 
unnoticed by the rest of the w orld. M ore and  m ore countries and  peoples arc 
rejecting capitalism , im perialism  and  neo-colonialism  and  tu rn ing  tow ards 
socialism  as the only way o u t of the crisis in w hich they find them selves. 
N ational liberation m ovem ents acknow ledge the socialist countries as their 
na tu ra l allies. But w hat has been  the reaction  of the U nited  States and  the 
o th er w estern nations? From  the 1917 revolution onw ards the Soviet U n ion , 
the w orld ’s first socialist coun try , has been  faced w ith invasion, w ar and  the 
th rea t of w ar by im perialism  d e te rm ined  lo  “strangle the Bolshevik baby  in 

its crad le".
In  the in terests of peace and  social progress, all m anifestations of rabid  

anti-Sovietism  and  an ti-com m unism  m ust be vigorously co m bated . It is o u r 
d u ty  to explain tha t there is no  such th ing  as “Soviet im perialism ". U nlike the 
im perialists, the Soviet U nion has no shares in the com panies w hich own the 
land  and  exploit the h u m an  an d  m aterial resouces of o th e r countries. The 
alleged fear of Soviet aggression against E urope an d  A m erica is groundless. It 
is the R eagan A dm inistration  w hich th rea ten s to ann ih ila te  the Soviet U nion 
in  a p lanned  five-m inute n uc lea r first strike because it th inks, incorrectly, 
th a t w ithout the Soviet U non  the w orld-w ide im petus for social revolution

will d isappear. _ i t '
'H ie  U nited  States A dm inistra tion  pursues a policy of open  hostility 

tow ards the Soviet U nion , w hich R eagan has described  as the m ain  source of 
evil in the w orld. From  being an ally in the crusade against H itlerism  in the 
last w ar — an ally w ho bore the m ain  b u rd en  and  sacrilicc in the last w ar — 
the Soviet U n ion  has been pain ted  by the p ropaganda  of the cold w ar as a 
dastard ly  enem y against w hich no holds arc barred . By m eans of econom ic 
w arfare and  boycotts the U n ited  S tates tries to h in d e r the econom ic 
d cvrlopm ent of the Soviet U nion  and  the o th er socialist coun tries,and
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•
b ludgeons its allies in to  co-operating  w ith its plans. T h e  aim  o f this futile 
cam paign  is lo un d erm in e  the Soviet U n ion  an d  ihe o th e r socialist countries 
technologically, econom ically  and  m orally, to the point w here they will be 
unab le  to resist the th reats and  pressures of th e  im perialist countries, o r to 
survive if w ar should  break ou t.

D irect m ilitary expend itu re  by the U n ited -S ta tes passed the 100 billion 
do lla r m ark  in 1978, w hen the budget reached  105 billion dollars. By 1983 the 
budge t had  m ore  th an  doub led  to 215 billion do llars an d  by 1988 it will be 
nearly  doub le  again , to 386 billion. T h e  section of the bu dget w hich is the 
biggest source of profits, “p rocu rem en t" , a lm ost treb led  from 20 billion 
dollars in 1978 to 55 billion do llars in  1983 and  will reach  131 billion dollars 
by 1988 — 6‘/j tim es the 1978 figure. T h e  profits of U S arm s m anufactu rers in
1982 rose by 23%  com pared  w ith 1981 — an d  1982 w as a year o f so-called 
“recession" in  w hich the profits of all the large corporations com bined  dec­
lined by 24%. T h e  U S m ilitary-industria l com plex has a huge vested in terest 
in  w ar an d  p repara tions for w ar.

U tilising this m ilitary m ight, US im perialism  and  its principal allies, 
B ritain , F rance, W est G erm any , Italy, C an ad a  an d  J a p a n  intervene on  the 
side of the reactionary  classes th ro u g h o u t the w orld. In  Africa, im perialism  
and  its agencies such as the CIA  seek to destabilise those countries taking a 
socialist pa th  o f developm ent o r pu rsu ing  an ti-im perialist policies. C h ad , 
one of the m ost im poverished countries in  the w orld, is used as a b a ttle ­
g ro u n d  by F rance an d  the U nited  States to interfere in the in ternal affairs of 
th a t country  an d  to w hip  up  an ti-L ibyan  feelings on the con tinen t. N am ib ian  
independence  is deliberately  delayed u n d e r the pretex t of dem and ing  the 
w ithdraw al of C u b an  in ternationalist troops from A ngola. T h e  stationing o r 
w ithdraw al of C u b an  troops is a m a tte r solely w ith in  the com petence of the 
two governm ents concerned . M orocco is a rm ed  to the tee th  so tha t it m ay 
con tinue  to deny the people o f W estern  S ahara  the ir freedom  and  
independence . .

• In the M iddle East, Israel, w ith the full sup|>ort and  backing of U S 
im perialism , pu rsues a  policy of genocide against the Palestinians, illegally 
occupies part of L ebanon , the W est B ank and  the G aza S trip, and  threatens 
to engu lf the region in an o th e r w ar, thereby  th rea ten ing  w orld peace. In 
C en tra l A m erica a n d  the C aribbean , heroic C u b a , the Island of Freedom ,is 
constan tly  th rea tened  with m ilitary aggression, G ren ad a  is u n d erp ressu re  to 
reverse its revolutionary process, overt and  covert m ilitary aggression is 
com m itted  against revolutionary N icaragua, and  right w ing m urderous 
m ilitary regim es in El Salvador and  G u a tem a la  are arm ed  an d  financed in
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•
an a ttem p t lo crush  llic ever-growing arm ed  revolutionary struggles in lliose 
countries.- In Asia, counter-revolu tionaries in A fghanistan ,represen ting  the 
m ost backw ard feudal elem ents, arc given m ilitary, political, econom ic and  
d ip lom atic  assistance in  the ir a ttem p t to overthrow  the legitim ate 
governm ent and  to install a pro-im pcrialisi reactionary  regim e. A condition  
o f the settlem ent of the Afghan d ispu te  m ust be the cessation of arm s supplies 
to the reactionary  forces. V ietnam , Laos an d  K am puchea  are u n d e r conslknl 
th rea t of attack  from im perialism  an d  its local allies. Separatist forces w ho 
seek to destroy the territorial integrity of Ind ia  are assisted by the C IA . 1 hese 
and  m any o ther exam ples clearly dem onstra te  th a t all the  acts of aggression 
com e from  the side of im perialism  an d  its allies.

W e South  African com m unists declare o u r m ilitan t an d  unqualified  
solidarity w ith the peoples ol Africa, the M iddle  East, L atin  A m erica and  the 
C aribbean  and  Asia in their Tight for national independence , dem ocracy, 
peace and  social progress, lo g e th c r  w ith the P L O , F M N L -F D R  in El 
Salvador, Polisario, Swapo and  o th er revolutionary forces in the socialist and  
non-socialist w orld, we can  defeat the in trigues, m anoeuvres an d  aggression 
of im perialism  and  its henchm en .

Im perialism  has constantly  sought lo u n d erm in e  an d , if possible, destroy 
the non-aligned m ovem ent and  the O A U . B ut they have failed. W e fully 
support the endeavours and  policies of ihe non-aligned  m ovem ent an d  the 
O A U  for world peace, negotiated  settlem ent of in icr-state d ispu tes an d  for a 
new in ternational econom ic order. ' • > . ' ;
■ 'l  he Sou th  A frican C om m un ist Party is an  in tegral p art of the w orld 
com m unist m ovem ent. F raternal relations betw een its com p o n en t parts are 
based on the lofty principles o f p ro letarian  in ternationalism . D espite som e 
differences, the world com m unist m ovem ent rem ains the m ost cohesive and  
united  in ternational force fighting for peace, dem ocracy .national liberation 
and  socialism. It is the du ty  of all com m unist and  w orkers’ parties to strive for 
greater unity and cohesion in o u r ranks. 1 here is an  u rgen t need to w ork for 
the convening of an in ternational conlcrcncc of the world com m unist 
m ovem ent. W e shall con tinue to  develop an d  deepen  bilateral relations w ith 
com m unist and  w orkers’ parties an d  suppo rt th e  hold ing  of regional 
conferences ol fraternal parties. •

W e in South  Africa have a special in terest in seeing in ternational tensions 
relaxed. T h e  liberation of the oppressed  people of N am ib ia  an d  South  Africa 
is being held back, the independence  of the frontline states u n d erm in ed , 
the ir econom ies and  in frastructure dam aged , an d  the peace of the entire 
region violated by South  African aggression. The B otha regim e claim s to be
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m erely acting in  self-defence against the “total onslaugh t" launched  on 
South  Africa by the forces of in ternational com m un ism  spearheaded  by the 
Soviet U nion  — thus echoing the voice of its m aster in the W hite H ouse. But 
in  tru th  it is fighting against the m ajority  of the South  A frican people who, 
den ied  all political rights, includ ing  the basic right o f citizensh ip  in  the land 
o f the ir b irth , and  subjected  to ever-intensifying repression, su p p o rt and  
nourish  the freedom  fighters o f U m khon to  we Sizwe, the arm y  of the 
liberation  m ovem ent headed  by the African N ational C ongress. W e 
C om m un ists  are  an  integral p art of this liberation  front an d  are  p ro u d  to 
carry  ou t o u r  du ties side by side w ith o u r  allies.

N ow  th a t the B otha regim e, thanks to the “constructive engagem en t’ o f its 
w estern allies, has acqu ired  a n uc lea r w eapons capacity , S ou th  Africa 
th rea tens the w hole o f S outhern  Africa w ith n uc lea r devastation. South  
A frican m u rd e r  squads have already been  sent to M ozam bique , A ngola, 
L esotho, Z im babw e, Z am bia, B otsw ana an d  Sw aziland, sowing dea th  and  
destruction  on  an  ever-increasing scale. South  A frican arm ed  and  tra ined  
gangs like U n ita  in A ngola, the “M p zam b iq u e  R esistance M ovem ent* 
(M N R ), the L esotho L ibera tion  A rm y.etc ., kill, m aim  an d  destroy on the 
in structions o f th e ir P retoria  paym asters. P rim e M in iste r Botha declared  in 
an  inverview in F eb ruary  1983: - I ’m  an  A frican an d  I believe com m un ism  is 
bad  for Africa. Iffellow A fricans are th rea ten ed  by the evils o fcom m un ism  we 
shall assist them *. H e  gave his intfcrview to th e  New. Y ork T im es, no  d oub t 
calculating- th a t his views w ould be well re c e iv e d ‘by the R eagan 
A dm in istra tion . B ut the ju d g em en t of the real leaders o f in d ep en d en t Africa 
was delivered in the w ords of B otsw ana President Q u e tt M asire  at the 
M apu to  m eeting of the S ou thern  African D evelopm ent C oord ination  
C onference last J  uly: “South  Africa th rea tens ou rvery  existence. It is a m atte r 
of life and  death". A ppealing  for in ternational action to restra in  Sou th  Africa, 
he said: “W e fear the situation  will de terio ra te  to th e  po in t where 
in ternational conflict becom es inevitable an d  orderly  developm ent is 
im possible.* ‘

1 he d an g er is that South  African aggression m ust inevitably escalate into 
con tinen ta l w ar. Every step taken  by the m ilitarist B otha regim e is 
encouraged  by the im perialists as p art o f their global strategy. F or the 
R eagan A dm inistra tion , South  Africa perform s the sam e role in Africa as 
Israel in the M idd le  East as a custod ian , a gendarm e to be streng thened  for 
the task of cu rb ing  the forces of liberation an d  independence  and  keeping the 
peoples of Africa w ithin the w estern orbit. T h an k s  to the policies of the B otha 
and  R eagan regim es, S ou thern  Africa is today an  a ren a  o f conflict and
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confron tation  in  w hich (he a ll-consum ing  flam es of w orltl w ar m ay tic ignited 
at any m om ent.

Suc cess in the s im p le  to prevent not only w ar in  S ou thern  Africa bu t also a 
w orld-w ide nuclear holocaust, d epends on  th e  unity  of all dem ocratic  forces 
in South  Africa an d  the frontline states in the  fight for pcace and  social 
progress. It is o u r task to build  that unity . C om m un ists, said M arx  and  
Engels in the C om m unist M anifesto, “lab o u r everyw here for the un ion  and  
agreem ent of the dem ocratic parties of all countries" . T h e  only guaran tee  of 
pcace in S ou thern  Africa is the achievem ent o f libera tion , the ending  o f the 
race exploitation  of South African capitalism , the construction  of a new 
society in w hich discrim ination  and  exploitation  on  the basis of race and  class 
will be elim inated  and  all will enjoy equal rights an d  opportun ities, 'l he fight 
for liberation  and  the fight for peace arc inextricably  linked. W c owe it not 
only to ourselves bu t to all the peoples of the frontline states, indeed all of 
Africa, lo bend  all o u r energies lo  bring  that fight to a victorious conclusion.

IT IS TIME FOR FRANCE TO 
GET OUT OF AFRICA

;• b y  T .  S in g h

!• * . . .  #
'H ie  p resent stage o f the conflict in C h ad  serves as a sharp  rem in d er that 
d irect m ilitary in tervention  is a policy op tion  readily  exercised by 
im perialism  w henever its “strategic interests* arc u n d e r  th rea t.

T oday , a m assive F rench  m ilitary in tervention  in C h ad  has throw n a 
protective a rm oured  ring a ro u n d  the pro-w estern  regim e ofH issen  H abre  to 
p revent its dow nfall at the h an d s of the forces o f the G U N T  (T ransitional 
G overnm en t o f N ational U nity ) led by G oukoun i O u ed d e i.

Y esterday, it was the C IA  a n d  A m erican  m oney an d  arm s, suppo rted  by 
pro-w estern A rab states, w hich aided  H ab rc ’s forces in overthrow ing the 
legitim ate governm ent o f C had  un ited  w ithin the G U N T . Both F rance and 
the U nited  Stales have invoked the bogey of L ibyan “expansion ism " tojustify 
their in terference in the tw enty-year-old civil strife in C had /IT ic  tru th , 
how ever, is otherw ise.

C h ad  becam e an independen t repub lic  in 1960 after alm ost seventy years 
as a colony o f F rance. Its storm y post-independence  history can be traced 
directly  to its colonial past and  F rench im peria lism 's a ttem p ts to m ain ta in  its 
political and  econom ic dom ination  over the country  since then . Like m ost of 
the form er F rench colonies C h ad , u n d e r  its first p residen t, Francois 
T om balbaye, opted  to becom e a m em ber of ihe F rench  C om m un ity  and  the 
franc zone, i .



French colonial policy led lo a d is to rted  grow th, if wc inay call il tha t, for 
ihe socio-econom ic process.

T h e  sou th , w hich experienced the largest concen tra tion  of French 
o c c u p a tio n  th roughou t the period of colonial rule, becam e relatively m ore 
develo|>ed prim arily  agriculturally  th rough  the developm ent o f cotton 
farm ing. French education  and  cu ltu re  perm eated  ihe lives of ihe sou thern  
peoples, the m ajority  in C h ad , and  successive F rench  adm in istra tions relied 
on ihe F rench-educated  elite to facilitate ihe rule of colonialism . C hristianity  
was fostered, though  a large n u m b e r of the e thn ic  groups rem ained  anim ists. 
Al the lim e of independence  the en tire  governm ent, civil service an d  m ilitary 
w ere d raw n  from the south.

In con trast, ihe no rthern  regions of C h ad , for long inhab ited  by nom adic 
groups w hose m ain  livelihood rested  on  livestock rearing , and  
predom inan tly  M uslim  in religion, w ere com pletely  neglected. W hen 
independence  cam e ihe peoples of the n o rth  w ere left o u t of the political 
pow er structures, the adm in istra tion  an d  the civil an d  m ilitaiy  au thority .

French colonialism  and  the practice of post-indepenen t French-favoured 
p residen ts and  political g roups accen tuated  ihe diversity of e lhnic, social, 
cu ltu ra l an d  religiousdilferences betw een the various tr ib e san d  nationalities 
in to  m ajo r contrad ictions w hich found ihe ir expression in the stuggle for 
political pow er and  genuine independence . ■<? *.

'
T h e  P e o p le  T a k e  A ctio n  '
In  1966 ihe F ron t for the N ational L ibera tion  of C h ad  (F R O L IN A T ) was 
form ed w ith the aim  of overthrow ing the neo-colonialist regim e of Francois 
T om balbaye . D espite often serious q u arre ls  w ith' his F rench  patrons, 
T om balbaye  enlisted F rench  m ilitary suppo rt in the anti-guerilla  struggle. 
M oun ting  successes by F R O L IN A T , w hich had  succeeded in  spread ing  its 
base of operations as well as influence, forced the regim e to change ils 
com jxisition , though  il rem ained  d ep en d en t on F rench  m ilitary, econom ic 
an d  technical aid . M ine  no rth ern ers  w ere b ro u g h t into governm ent and 
adm in istra tion . F R O L IN A T  rcjcctcd th is tokenism  and  pressed on  w ith the
struggle. — •. ■ •

In 1975 ihe C had  arm y rebelled and  overthrew  the regim e o fT om balbaye. 
Felix M alloum , C om m andcr-in -C h ief o f the arm y of C had , look over the 
reins of political pow er, l lic F rench  dutifully  recognised the new  regim e. 
T om balbaye , w ho was killed d u rin g  ihe coup , had  outlived his usefulness to 
F rench im perial interests. T h e  new political au th o rity /a rm ed  w ith a French 
m ilitary pack of aid in re tu rn  for allow ing F rench  m ilitary p lanes staging
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rights in N ’D jam ena, the capital, changed  little for the country .
By now  there w ere som e 11 different political-m ilitary form ations lined up 

against each  o th er in  the struggle for political pow er. F R O L IN A T , now 
allied w ith a n u m b e r of o th e r political-m ilitary g roups from  cen tral and  
sou thern  C h ad , intensified the arm ed  struggle and  in 1979 the M alloum  
regim e collapsed. In tha t sam e year the Lagos C onference, acting  u n d e r a 
m an d a te  from  llic O A U , conferred legitim acy on  the C U N T  w ith C o u koun i 
O u cd d c i as presiden t. All 11 o f the coun try 's  m ilitary-political g roups 
a tten d ed  the Lagos C onference together w ith C h ad 's  ne ighbouring  
countries. 'I l ie  C U N T  rep resen ted  ihe w idest political g rouping  in  the 
history of C had .

W h eth e r the F R O L IN A T  line of strong, independen t, an ti-im perialist 
C h ad  w ould have em erged as the m ost p o p u la r w ithin th e  eleven-party 
coalition  governm ent is diffuculi to ju d g e . T h e  G U N T ’s m ost pressing 
priorities w ere lo in troduce  m uch-needed  social, econom ic and  political 
m easures to benefit the m ass of the people w ho had  to en d u re  m ore th an  a 
decade of civil w ar. W hat is certa in , however, is tha t im perialism , particularly  
A m erican , d id  no i allow the process of reconstruction  even to begin. W ithin  
m on ths of the  G U N T ’s com ing into pow er as a result of the Lagos A ccords, 
reaction  struck again , th is tim e crystallising a round  the figure o f H issen 
H ab re , w ho held  the position of D efence M in ister w ith the G U N T .

H iss e n  H a b r e  — Im p e r ia l is m ’s H a tc h e tm a n
In  1980 H ab re  w ithdrew  from  the G U N T  an d  w ith th e  A rm y of the N orth  
(FA N ) in itiated  a counter-revolution  to overthrow  the legitim ate governm ent 
of C h ad . T h is  phase of the civil w ar raged for n ine m on ths, m ostly a ro u n d  the 
capital, N ’D jam ena. It becam e ap p aren t th a t the US was actively supporting  
the counter-revolu tion , while F rance was con ten t to w atch  developm ents. 
T h e  G U N ! ' sought an d  ob ta ined  L ibya’s support an d  defeated  the co u n te r­
revolution. At the request of the C U N T  Libyan troops rem ained  in C h ad  as 
it bccam c ap p aren t that the co un try ’s stability w as rioi com pletely 
conso lidated  With H ab re  in  S udan .

It was a t th is po in t th a t A m erican  aim s to w reck C h a d ’s fragile stability 
took m ore concrete shape. H issen H ab re  began  lo  reg roup  his forces w ho 
w ere now  being trained , equ ipped  an d  a rm ed  by S u d an  and  Egypt and  
financed to the tune  of 10 m illion dollars by the C IA . Evidence of the m ilitary 
in tervention  by the U nited  States in the affairs o f C had  was given in ihe secret 
hearings lo  ihe Intelligence C om m ittee  of ihe U S H ouse of R epresentatives. 
T h is  proved th a t the CIA  was supplying a rm s lo H ab re  w hile the R eagan
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adm in istra tion  was proclaim ing ils desire lo  en d  d ie  conllicl in C h ad  by 
peaceful m eans.'

A l die sam e lim e die USA and  France, w ith an  orchestra ted  cho rus from 
som e of C h a d ’s francophone neighbours, E gypt and  S udan , began 
d em and ing  the w ithdraw al ol L ibyan troops from  C had . As soon as the 
G U N T acceed ed  to these d em an d s  l ia b le  lau n ch ed  his next offensive. Civil 
w ar da ied  u p o n ce  m ore. T h e  O A U  now  sent in itso w n  peace-keeping force, 
a lthough  il was ap p aran t to all lh a l peace w as hard ly  som eth ing  w hich 
A m erican im perialism  and  ils hen ch m an , H ab re , w an ted , 1 he half-hearted , 
indecisive role of ihe O A U  force an d  ihe G U N T ’s ow n disarray  w orked 
decisively in favour of the counter-revo lu tion . H ab re  en te red  N ’D jam ena in 
tr iu m p h  in J u n e , 1982. Im peria lism  h ad  regained  its stranglehold  on C h ad .

H isscn H a b re ’s rise to pow er has been the resu lt of a long an d  chequered  
career of duplicity , treachery and  op(K>rtunism in the service of im perialism . 
H e was p art of the T om balbaye  ad m in is tra tion  an d , according lo an  in ter­
view given by G oukoun i O u ed d e i, was sent to infiliraie F R O L 1N A I at ils 
form ation.2 H e used ihe financial resources supplied  to h im  by lh a l regim e lo 
form  his ow n arm ed  con tingen t (FA N ) an d  rem ain ed  w iih in  F R O L IN A T , 
no d o u b t realising lha l ihe regim e was doom ed  because of ils own co rru p t 
practices an d  inability to deal effectively w ith ihe guerilla  forces, even w ilh 
F rench  m ilitary support. H e broke away from F R O L IN A T  w hen his ow n 
ideas ab o u t the aim s of the struggle diverged from  those of the guerilla 
leaders, one of w hom  was G oukoun i O u ed d e i, la ter ihe chief o f l 'R O L lN  A 1.

A l ihe height of ihe guerilla  struggle againsl ihe regim e of Felix M alloum , 
H abre  en tered  in to  negotiations w ith lh a l regim e, ab an d o n in g  the arm ed  
struggle lo overthrow  neo-colonialism  an d  French  d om ina tion  in C had . H e 
becam e Prim e M inister u n d e r M alloum . W hen  il becam e ap p aren t lh a l ihe 
m arch  of ihe guerilla struggle w ould  inevitably lead to ihe ir taking pow er, 
H abre  began plotting against d ie  M alloum  regim e. U n d er ihe term s of the 
l-agos A ccords I la b rc ’s political-m ilitary form ation becam e a  p art of die 
g o v e rn m e n t of n a tio n a l reconciliation. 1 ic b ecam c I )efcncc M inister of the 
C U N T . H e sw itched sides once m ore in 1980 w hen lie led ihe co u n te r­
revolution againsl the G U N  I'. . . *i

I his is the m an  w ho today claim s legitim acy as the P residen t of ihe 
R epublic  o f C had . i ■

T h e  p re s e n t s i tu a tio n
A lm o st  W y c a ra l l c n h e i rd c fe a i  d ie  C U N T  forces ren ew ed  th e ir  offensive, a n d

betw een Ju n e  and  S ep tem ber 1983, elfeclivcly contro lled  the entire no rth ern
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•
region o f C h ad . M ost re p o n s  are u n an im o u s that N ’D jam ena w ould have 
been  recap tu red  by the G U N T . As in the past, however, im perialism  stepped 
in, this tim e w ith massive supplies o f a f in sa n d  o th e r m ilitary aid to the H abre  
regjm e, w hich itself called for open in tervention  by F rance. T h e  civil war, 
w hich h ad  its own com plications, had  becom e in ternationalised .

1 lie U nited  Stales m ade  the initial runn ing . $25 million o f em ergency 
m ilitary a id  was pushed  th rough  lo H abre . T w o  A W A CS early  w arning 
p lanes an d  an  cscon  ol F-l 5 fighter p lanes w ere d ispatched  to neighbouring  
S udan . The A m erican adm in istra tion  m ade  it clear lha l the role of the 
AW ACS was to provide advanced w arn ing  com m unications to H a b re  abou t 
ihe G U N T  forces and  the ir lines of m arch  and  disposition. Inside C h ad  itself 
A m erican  technical advisers arrived to tra in  H a b re ’s forces in the use and  
dep loym ent of the R edeyes — heat-seeking, an ti-aircraft missiles. T h irty  o f 
these h igh-security , high-iechnology m issiles, the m ost m o d em  of their k ind , 
had  arrived in C h a d .1 In Ju ly  1983 W ash ing ton  an nounced  tha t its total a id  to 
the C h ad  regim e w ould rise to $100 m illion .4
i • O n  the d ip lom atic  front the U S ad m in is tra tion  launched  an  offensive to 
involve a n u m b e r of A frican and  A rab  states on the side of its ally in C h ad . 
Z aire , Senegal, Ivory C oast and  G abon , to nam e only a  few, duly  received the 
standard  an ti-L ibyan  dosage to lure them  in to  the conflict. Z aire  responded  
w ith the d ispatch  of som e 2,500 troops an d  the U S S tale  D ep artm en t was 
quick to point ou t tha t this had  been done  “a t the p rom p ting  o r suggestion of 
the U S". P resident R eagan  p rom ptly  expressed his ad m ira tio n  for the 
“courageous action" of M o b u tu , w hom  he described  as “a faithful friend for 
som e 20 years".4 H owever, it was necessary for the m issing im perial factor, 
F ranee, to intervene directly  if H a b re ’s regim e was to be saved. T h is  w as the 
th ink ing  w hich dom inated  the S tale D ep artm en t’s calculations. 
A ccordingly the U S President en tered  into d irec t com m un ica tion  w ilh the 
socialist P residen t o f F rance, F rancois M ilte ran d , an d  sen t h is special envoy, 
G eneral W alters, to Paris.

It is possible th a t F rench  ru ling  circles m ay have becom e a la rm ed  at the 
m an n e r in w hich U S im perialism  was using ih e  C h ad  conllicl to w iden ils 
ow n neo-colonial am bitions in a region trad itionally  regarded  by the U S as a 
“ F rench  sphere of interest* and  forcing th e  socialist governm ent to  intervene 
m ilitarily. Such speculation , cited to give som e respectability  to F rench 
m ilitary in tervention , ignores the con tinu ity  o f F rench  im perial policy in 
Africa. It w ai M ilte rand  him self w ho laid the  facts of F rench  intervention 
bare  in an  inverview w ith Le Monde ab o u t the U nited  S tates’ pressurising 
tactics: . •
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“We have not ignored ihe Americans. lliey have been very m uch occupied with u». 
We have met, we have s|H>kcn. M r Kcug;tn has written to me, I have replied. 1 have 
listened with great interest lo his special envoy, G eneral W allers, who came 
urgently to see me. W hen the US decided lo send the AW ACS and ihe F-15’s to 
F.gypt and Sudan, it was not sought by us. lliey  have com m unicated lo us by them ­
selves what they know of Libyan movements, and we lhanked llhein ...’*
France, he con tinued , had  aeled lo the d ictates of its ow n policy and  

positions. H e ind icated  tha t as far as A m erican  policy w as concerned  there 
was a continu ity  from the past:

*lf ihe m ethod has changed, ihe objective rem ains, preserving ihe role and interests 
of France, and fulfilling our duties as regards o u r African friends."
Stripped  of its political p latitudes, w hai F rancois M ilie ran d , socialist 

P resident of F rance, was saying was th a l F rench  im perial in terests had  to be
m ain ta ined  in Africa.

H aving distanced  itself from  the A m erican  connection , F rance stepped 
in to  the C h ad  conflict to preserve “the role an d  in terests of France*. 3,000 
com bat troops were d ispatched , arm ed  w ith  the latest w eapons and  
supported  by Ja g u a r  and  M irage strike aircraft, h elicop ter gunsh ips, heavy 
artillery and  arm oured  vehicles. That their role was nol purely  defensive was 
m ade clear by President M ilierand . If th rea tened , he said, they will “riposte* 
and  will no t lim it them selves to purely defensive re ta lia tion .'

O pera tion  M anta , as the F rench  in tervention  was codenam ed , represen ts 
the heaviest concentration  of F rench  m ilitary pow er in  Africa since the 
A lgerian w ar of liberation. N ot for the first tim e had  the F rench  ru ling  circles 
enlisted its a rm ed  forces to m ain ta in  F rench  neo-colonial in terests in Africa.

L c  G ra n d e  F ra n c e
French  im perialism  has had  a long history of m ilitary in tervention  in Africa. 
11)6 m ost notab le , becauseof its enorm ity , was against the A lgerian people in 
the liberation w ar w hich raged from  1956 until A lgerian independence  in 
1962. M ore than  300,000 F rench  troops w ere involved in an  a ttem p t lo crush  
the freedom  drive of ihe A lgerian |>eoplc an d  preserve ihe F rench  em pire  in 
Africa intact.

In  1958 France, u n d er the presidency of G enera l De G aulle , offered us 
African colonies the choice of becom ing  free states w ith in  the French 
C om m un ity , thus abandon ing  the p re tence th a t F rance a n d “her overseas 
territories* were indivisible. D irect colonial rule was replaced by a neo­
colonial a rrangem ent u n d er w hich the m onetary  policy of the francophone 
states was to be d irected from Paris. M ore  im portan tly , the C om m unity
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arran g em en t allowed French cap ital an d  industry  unfettered  access to the 
raw  m aterials an d  m arkets o f these countries.

W hatever benefits m ay have accrucd  to the francophone states, F rench 
industria l-finance capital has re ta ined  its d o m in an t, if no t sole, rights to 
ex tract the p rim ary  products a n d  raw  m ateria ls of these countries, develop 
them  into finished p roducts in F rance, an d  retail these at profitable prices to 
francophone Africa. T o  da te  this pa ttern  has rem ained  unchanged . In 1979, 
for exam ple, F rench  im ports from these countries am o u n ted  to $3.1 
th ousand  m illion while exports of m anu fac tu red  goods am o u n ted  to som e 
$6.4 thousand  m illion * T o  m ain ta in  this profitable neo-colonial exploitation 
by French  m ultina tionals an d  capita l in  general, im perial F rance  was not 
averse to sending in troops w henever a situation  th rea tened  to d is ru p t o r 
sever such avenues of profit.

In  F ebruary  1964 F rench  troops in tervened in G abon  to restore the ru le of 
p residen t Leon M ’ba. F rance relies on  G ab o n  for such strategic m inerals as 
u ran iu m , oil an d  m anganese, m ost o f w hich is exported  to  France.

F rom  1967 to the presen t F rance sent n um erous m ilitary expeditions into 
C h ad  to m ain ta in  the rule o f its ow n placem en against the guerilla  struggle 
for genuine independence . C h ad  is one of A frica’s poorest an d  least 
developed coun tries w ith co tton  as its m ain  export, m ost o f w hich goes to 
F rance. H owever, geological reports of substan tia l oil an d  u ran iu m  deposits 
in the south  and  north  of C had  are  factors influencing F rance  to m ain ta in  its 
foothold in  the country .

French  forces w ere also deployed against the P O L IS A R IO  w hen the guer­
illas th ru st deep  into the territory  of M auritan ia , a form er French  colony and  
m em b e ro f  the C om m un ity  w hich claim ed the W estern  Sahara . L ate in 1979,
1,000 French  troops occupied B angui, capital of the C en tra l A frican R ep u b ­
lic, w hilst Je a n  Bedel Bokassa w as away on  a slate visit. D avid D acko, form er 
p residen t of the C A R , ousted  by Bokassa in  1967 w ith F rench  collusion, was 
resto red  to the presidency. “ Em peror* Bokassa had  becom e an  em barrass­
m en t lo the F rench  em pire . N ot even the gifts of d iam o n d s w hich he was 
reported  to have lavished on Valeri C iscard  D ’E slaing, then  p residen t of 
F rance, could save h im . F rance’s m ilitary in tervention  was no t lim ited to the 
francophone states. F rench para troops in tervened direcdy  in  Z aire to save 
M o b u tu ’s regim e w hen patrio tic forces in S haba  province rose against the 
d ic ta to r in 1978. T h e  province's rich resources — copper, u ran iu m , cobalt 
and  o th e r m inerals — served as strong enough  m otivation for in terven tion .10

But it is not only ihe econom ic factor, im p o rtan t as it is lo  F rench  strategic 
requ irem en ts an d  profits, that has determ ined  F rench  policy in Africa. Both
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