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In 1960 Chief  A lb e r t  L uthuli  became the f i r s t  Black man to  be 

awarded th e  Nobel P r i z e  f o r  Peace in r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h i s  p a r t  in 

th e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  j u s t i c e  and peace.

Last  y e a r ,  tw e n ty - fo u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Bishop Desmond Tutu stood where 

Chief  L uthuli  stood in 1960 and received the  same p r i z e .  I t  was in 

r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  his  courageous stand a g a i n s t  A pa r the id  before  and 

whi le  he served as General S e c re ta r y  f o r  the  S A C C.

On both t h e s e  occasio ns  the  award brought f loods  o f  jo y  to p r o g r e s s 

ive  South A f r i c a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  oppressed Black s e c t i o n s .  Songs 

were composed around the  name of  Luthuli  when he went abroad to 

r e c e iv e  t h i s  honour.  This was a p p ro p r ia te  because the  r e c i p i e n t s  had 

been acknowledged as symbols of  the p e o p le ' s  d a i l y  s t r u g g l e s  a g a in 

s t  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a p p a l l i n g l y  low wages,  h ig h  re n ts  and, 

above a l l  the  s t r u g g l e  f o r  th e  r i g h t  to  vote and i n f l u e n c e  the govern

ment and laws o f  the c o u n try .

I t  was in  t h i s  s p i r i t  t h a t  th e  UDF, the c h u rc h e s ,  music and drama 

groups plus  i n t e r e s t e d  people found i t  pro per to  o r g a n is e  a thanks

g iv ing  day and c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  Bishop T utu 's  Nobel Peace Award.

By t h i s  g e s t u r e  we a ls o  want to  assure th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community 

t h a t ,  in  s p i t e  o f  the  government's  propaganda t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  what 

Tutu has s a i d  about  the  repugnance of Apartheid en jo y s  the f u l l  

support  o f  th e  people o f  S A f r i c a .
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