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62 POVERTY-STRUCK 
LONELY EXILE

Banished Bantus ‘Have 
Never Been Charged’

J^ IX T Y -T W O  South Africans who have never had a 
charge brought against them are still in banishment 

in remote places all over South A frica, and living in con
ditions of extreme poverty 
and near starvation.
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These allegations have ju s t 
been published by the S o u t h  
A frican Institu te  of Race Rela
tions in Race Relations News.

The journal says tha t since 
1948, 97 people have been 
banished w ithout tria l in South 
Africa.

Of these seven have died in 
banishm ent — John Lamolo. 
David Thloloyane Mabe, P i e t  
M a b u k e l a ,  Sibiya T 'atlala, 
Ndhlovu M sutu, F rans Ram aro 
and M orris Ranoto.

24 RETURNED
Two have fled — Dan 

A nderson Ganyile and Elizabeth 
Mafekeng. Tw enty-four have 
been allowed to re tu rn  to their 
homes, either indefinitely or for 
fixed periods Subject to good 
behaviour, and 62 are  still in 
banishm ent.

Ten people w ere banished in 
1960 alone, all bu t two or three 
of whom came from  the Trans- 
kei. They included a chief and 
h i s , m other, a num ber of head
men and a form er F o rt H are 
student. One of the o thers was 
a Zulu chief.

The jou rna l says th a t nearly  
half of the deportees are chiefs 
or headm an, who w ere banished 
for opposing the Bantu A uthori
ties system  or other aspects of 
G overnm ent policy. The m ajor
ity a re  ru ra l people of prom in
ence in local affairs.

GROUP CAMPS
“The exiles a re  sent to 

isolated farm s on N ative T rust 
land w here they are  usually 
given w ork as labourers. Some 
deportees are en tirely  alone, but 
o thers have been sent to camps 
bu ilt for groups of six or more.

“Four are at F renchdale camp 
in the M afeking area, six at 
D riefontein camp at Vryburg, 
six a t M andini in Zululand, and 
others are a t Wesselsvlei, Glen 
R o a d ,  K ingw illiam s Town, 
P ietersburg, G r o b l e r s d a l .  
Eshowe and Gollel.

“The deportees them selves 
and people who have visited 
them  speak of extrem e poverty 
and near-starvation .

“When employed the ir wages 
are from  R8 to R12 a m onth, 
from  which they pay fo r food, 
clothing, bedding and fu rn itu re  
and the support of the ir fam i
lies.

NEVER TOLD
“Those who are not given 

w ork are  entitled to an allow
ance of R4 a m onth, b u t not all 
the unem ployed receive it.

“Some of the deportees say 
they w ere never told why they 
w ere banished. The M inister 
refused to give reasons in p a r
ticu lar cases in the Assembly 
this year on the ground th a t the 
MP who questioned him was not 
authorized by the deportees.

“ I t frequently  happens th a t a 
man is arrested  a^d sent awav 
before he has • 
b i‘ family, 
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Lonely Xmas for the 
Banned and Banished

THE BANISHED

On an inside page  we tell of 
the m agnificent C hr is tm as  ef
fort of the H u m a n  Rights W el
fare Committee. T h ey  have 
worked tirelessly for weeks col
lecting goods an d  pack in g  p a r 
cels, which have been sent to 
br igh ten  the C hris tm as  of the 
banished people a n d  the i r  fa 
milies in the remote co rners  of 
South  Africa.

The irs  is a  story of the true  
spirit  of Chris tm as. T he  poo r  
in the townships have t a k un 
from their  own m eagre  posses
sions to give to their  fellows. 
Tru ly , one m ust be po o r  to 
know the luxury  of giving.

THE BANNED

How m any South  A fricans 
know o r  care  about o ther  poli t
ical prisoners who will spend a 
lonely, sad C hris tm as  :— the 
people who have been forced 
into loneliness by o rd e r  of the 
Minister of Jus t ice?

There are more than 100 
South Africans who have been 
banned from attending gather
ings. They have been forbidden 
to participate in social gather
ings of all kinds. They cannot 
take part in happy parties and

picnics. They cannot join in 
the festivities. If they do, they 
will go to jail.

Even worse off are those 
who have been placed under 
house arrest. They cannot even 
have visitors. No one is allow
ed to drop in for a drink or a 
mince pie.

They cannot share their 
Christmas with friends and 
neighbours. Not even their re
lations can sit down to Christ
mas dinner with them.

Mrs. Helen Joseph  lives alone 
in a house in the su b u rb  of 
N orwood, Jo h ann esbu rg .  At 
Chris tmas, she has m ade a 
practise  of keep ing  open house 
and  her  m any  fr iends  have 
gathered there to sh a re  her 
Chris tm as  with her.

Often, as m a n y  as forty  
people sat down to C hris tm as  
d inner .  H er  house on C hris tm as  
Day was a scene of happiness,  
filled with the sounds  of e n jo y 
ment.

This year, Helen Joseph’s 
home will be silent. The Minis
ter of Justice has decreed that 
she shall spend it all alone, 
isolated from her fellow hu
man beings.

This  is the p r ice  she must 
pay  because the M in is te r  does 
not like h e r  political beliefs.

As Christmas approaches and South Africans prepare to enjoy themselves, it is the cus
tom for charitable people to give special thought to the sick, the poor and the lonely.

In various ways these unfortunates are helped to share in the festivities of the holiday 
season. Even those in jail are given better fare and some amusement to suit the occasion. 

But what of South Africa’s political prisoners?
What of the banished and the banned? What of the people recently placed under house

arrest?
What sort of Christmas will they have?
We cannot even ask them, because if we reported what they have to say about the m at

ter, we would be breaking the law.

llllllllillllllllllllllllllllillllllll 

Helen Joseph closes her 
gate to the outside world. 
Under House Arrest, she 
must spend her Xmas all 

alone.
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