
I to be thel'r resident, one whc thei r des ire to find a c ever man -

could com etently argue the i l' C9ses and defend thei r in te res t s bE-fo:ee 

any :r:;;uro --, e a t council. They obtained such a man on the Is t July 1872 - l-W­

t h e Rev homa s Francois Burgers of Hanover, Cape Colony. e was duly 

s \! or-n in as rres ident of the :3. . .rtepubli c. ge was full of ene rgy, i de af; 

and promise • ~. is first dujzy was to prove this to his electors by 

neutralising the eate ward and thus removing the dominant griev~nce 

of the e ublie. :is repudi a tion of the J.,.w8,rd WEtS expressed in forcible \ 

and forthrieht Ian uage in a am- hlet; his grounds were 1 [B,Ut of 

authority on the part of the Republic t s sign ~tories to tb~ deed of 

submission ,( 2) 'ant of decision in th.e deed of submission itself, ar:d 

(3, lUas on) the 'p a rt of one of the arbi tra tors fend of the final 

umpire. 
Le rosecuted some research into the history of the Barolong, 

and d iscovered that there were several clans - Ratlou, Tahidi, Makgetla 

.;leleka, Lna :.:.lJulan ..... i n that order of seniority, a nd that the 1'in('1p-

-0.1 chief of the senior ~atlau) cl ~n was lloshete r bu~ tha t for some rea-

-son t h at i ndividual was not at the head of affairs in his clan, let 

alole other clans, but tha t on the contrary he was employed as a 8er-

vant and shepherd by a utch f a rmer - field -co rnet ~ chalk. Burgers 

souoht out oshete: befriended him, released him from his indenture, 

and laced hi~ ~n his ~ throne' in 1872, and gave him a staff or scep_ .. -r. IE-. (F-N " tlfjj..t;O.a C> 5~ff IO,fA, G _ .l~t)1Q !Gl'eIr til? I l/..;~e ItiH ,w"",,", /V,.f; ,tIhASe,ibe.L JPrJ[ 9~ ~F~~ 
~ lJre 8S an ins ignia of kingShiP" and then Urgecdtim to cede - .axx.tu 

<...9 the senior chief of all the Barolang cl9-ns -I the terri torial rights 

of the .oaralong to the w.J:;..P.epublic. '2.'0 malre his case unassailable 

?~::~_~~~11 t urgers vis i ted other Barolong ch ie fs of j uni or s t a. tus to 
~ ti:ml other~ cwp 

Moshete/to urge them to cede their territorial rights individually and 

collectively to the ~ •• Republic. n the 6th of December l87~, he thus 

bt ' d ' t'1eswe.u, 
a C<.lne cee s i on of teferl tory from Dav 'itl l5l 1;:! QJJ Re i t Taai bas ch, chief 

01 the {oranas at "'l'YIus a (1 te k " ) ~ a r nown as .::icnwelzer- Reneke • 

n April 1873 Burgers vis i tea. _on tsh i W"o who was s till Ii ving at 

1wShaneng in the countr" of th.e n k t H t . d ~ a gw e see e rle _ to prevail up on 

him to repudiate the eate ~ard a nd to agree to a new boudary line 

betvleen his Ba r olong and t:.=h::.;,e,,-,,(_~_ ~~~_~ ~~-~----------------~ 
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and the uOA.depublic as he said ~ontshiwa could neither remove 

t .. f" k S \/"1" tn' in the l .. eate line. nor govern t h e r.,u C.l.l-.tI, r1 anerv The cb ief 

re fused ~urg~ers ' overtures outright, a,nd reported ,..the event to Ri c-
W<t-4-' la 

hard ..;>ou t hey, Lt-Gove.Lnor 0 ' . K c:ri:;.ua1and, and/ '::: ir Henry Barltly 

the Eieh ommis s ioner. 

?res. Burg¥ ers next a proached chief Matlaba of t he junior 
J&>H. (;rrv 

(Rapulana) branch of the arolong, ~nd succeeded in obtaining/ a cess ­
)J a,h.ol. ~ ~osw~Js 

ion. Armed with/ 1ioshetels and :a.tla.bl.?'s deeds of KR cession, Burge -

rs now issued a proclamation on the 11th of March 187~ that c;,ll 

the territorial rights of the Barolong ar1now by XNE cession from 

the :Paramount chief oshete the territorial rights of the :) outh Afr ­, 
lean Republic, and t hat, therefore, a ll 1:oshetej peop~e , i nclud~g 

and hik people are subjects of the 0 0uth African Republ tv • 
........ -f.....;;.--9--==--o:::::::t:-b...--..;o ~ ( ~. Rl~-;1 W<',~~9Q.. t?-f~ ) '1),+. b '10-)( 

By way .of reply :LIigh Commis ::: ioner .s:y ... enry :sarkly 
Jfl, ~. ~J- I ~e<::G 

oclarnatienj the fo:llowing ~ month ." vnere ".s ••••• (g and wtereas 

ever si~ce the Ke a te ' ward became kn own the Government of the [ cuth 

African ~e~ublic has endeavoured to evade its ef f ects by repudiating 

of t heir president .... and by entering into agreement wi tb .iI in -

memb ers or petty capta ins of t r ibes Efor t he ces s ion of ri ­
ce;de 

ghts and territories wh ich those individuals have no power to eede; 

and wherea s under cover of such a reements or a 'lleged agreel J8nts 

the Pres iden t of the ojollth .n.fri can republic for t h e t irue be irIg has 

IJV 
roclama.tion a~ouncing that t he terri torial rights I f the 

Koranna, Barolone and Batlhap ing Tribes have been ceded to, and h ave 

now h~come the rights of the s aid republic •••••• }ToW r therefore I do 

hereby proclaim •••• that ~ the territoria l acquisitions to which tie 

\} SUid ojouth bfrican Rep ub lic lays claim under and by virtue of t he aI ­

el leged cess ions made by petty ca t o. ins and others will not be re gognie 

sea unless and until the award of the late Robert ~ eute s st a ll 

be_ n first f airly a nd fully carried into execution. 1I 

Regar ~ess of tbis Proclamation, res.Burgers in the same month 
X~ ~r~l x&~* , ~x~XD~Xg~R~ M~X~~ ~~x*~~~t* R~RRk~ k~k~ k~~Ai*x~ 

J!!E. jfkfi71~ej ifif~ ~W~ -i~~. ~i' 1JSfj(l-*J?lij{.*,j.l~x~.x:R~:txx:a1;~lJf-o:niH1'i. fOfiQ 
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in April (1874:) moved Mat lab a. ts people into localities claimed 

( ' 

a.nd occup ied by 1Iontshiwa ts eo Ie at olfon te in. lJIon tshiw~ , 

ofcQufse immecliately fell uppn Matlaba, tied up his s on and 

othe r people, and captured several of his cattle, horses, sheep, 

oats and wagons. his coming to ,the ears of the u .A. epublic 
r~$ij .~ 

authorities, ~amuel '.elville,/:Re::P.commis s ioner and agent for &tivt' 

ffairs (.Jouth African Republic) Lichtenburg wrote (30/4./74.) to 

Montshiwa at Moshanen _, and to Molema at Mafikeng - 't1~achavie , 
n~ud-,. Swr d~J·)vo/.l ~lt-t4-AJ·-t-t-et.e~trt~oI-fj~ I~ ~ at 

(Matlaba) and his people are subjects of t hej Lt Gov.Keate. polfon-

tein 8,nd the farm0 ne ar it are on Transvaa l terl itory ••• lnjuries 

to latlaba 0 Moshetets people will bw regarded as injuries to 

the Tr~ nsvanl and retaliated ••• roperty captured and peoyle t~ken 
CI. 1 c;.. 

from 1atlaba must be restored by orders of the resident . 

This was the comencement of a long and at times acrimonious 

correspondence about conflicting territorial claims, spoliation~ 

and repris als between ~ontshiwa and his people on -he xiag one ~ide , 

&nd the outh frican Republic and its officials and subjects on 

the other~amuel Melville . eJ,lublican ~\.gent of ::'Jative \.f.1.airs at 

Lichtenburg; t I.B . oode~ Fieldcornet at Rooigrond; C.R.Otto: Land -

drost at zee rust; I . B. antjes: cting Commissioner at Lichtenburg; 
si­

C .B • .;)choltz: Republican, then Bri tish and again Republican Corru.,iss iEII 

oner of Native f ! airs a~ Lichtenburg; Commandant Hendrik Greeff of lil 

Lich tenburg; Commandant iet Cronj e of potchefs trooD1; S . Swart : 

.A.Republic ~tate secretary; Piet Joubert: Commandan t General and .n. 

cting Pres iden t of the Republic and Thomas Burg, himself: S t&. te 

'res ident ..crf ~ S"p.. ~~~It- " 

Necessarily, at the srune time, ~ontshiwa carrl"ed on an equally 

large corres ondence with the officers of the Br iti sh government -

wen Lanyon Administrator of Griqualand 1 est,· Rl"chard <;:' outhey: Lt . 
• 

overnor of Griqualand est; C.C.C~pbell : agistrate of Barkly 



C 

west; l.D.Barry: cting dminiatrat e r of Griqu~land west; and a€ain 

l~harles Varren and C. J . loysey Brit~sh military cownanders in 
Jz.i, £X~d ~ ~ 

Griqualand es t; later }t¢ • • sborne Government ' ecretary and 

heo hilus 3he~stone: Administra tor of Transvaal and still later 
.!ft,.-reu, 

· - vel~n ood . COIIl1!landing Off i cer of Bri tish Foec§s in Natal , a.ncl 

GeoI'g Hudson: ritish Resident in the Tra,nsvaa l of the Retro -

ces s ion period. These letters are i n the nature of complaints and 

reports a.bout the ci tizens of the .south Africaa Republic on the 

western border , requests and prayers for assistance and appeaJs for 

i:tervention and annexation .~ 

n the 4th of ~ay l87~ , t hel ch i e f Montshiwa in council add ­
--------~ 

ressed Lt - Governor Richar 

has now comp t hat the Boers 

l.Jouthey of Griqualand V.est: - "The timE 
'1l~ 

have/ u their mi nds to destroy us , and 

I ow do humbly - lace wysel under your care and protection . I 

wish, great chief, that you ould ask the great ueen of ~ngl~n~ 

to tat(e me and my people to e her subjects , and to take my COU11-

try to be hers. 
I trust in you, and because the Boers are doing 

t heir work so quickly , I 

your agent to take over 
rQ,Y, gred,t chief , t ha t you will send me ,J:a 

as poscible." 

Lat er (14th Augus t 18 ' ) by way of reminder, he wrote to 
------~-------- ~ 

Admini tra tor Owen Lanyon ; liAs always s o now I beg t o as ~re your 

my attacbment t o Her Ma j esty's Government, and with patience 

wel come t ime when i t may p~ease her to accept my of t -

tendered al.J.egiance to Br i t i sh rul e and J.aw .It 



\ 
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I 
I 

~ 
.U8ust) Montshiwa/ addressed k 

dignified protest to ?resident Burgers:-"I xontshiwa, chief 
..----. 

of the Tshidi branch of the Barolong, here ~by make known to your 

honour: 

~. hat it has come to my knowledge that your lionour pur-pOf, es 

locating at the fountain Bodibe ( olfonte i n) and PooseduIIw.ne 
others 

(Vleyfontein) certain Barolong and o~he r not belonging to the 

Tshidi br nch of whicb I am chief. 

2. That no one safe myself and my government possesses an~ ' right 

to alienate any portion of my country whicb is the special in -

heritaDce of the Tshidi Barolong . 
) 

3 . I protest f ormall y against all acts and things that have 
be 

a~ready been done or may ERiE in contemplation to be done, or 

which may hereafter be done, whe:(,eby any atl,em:t>ts me,y have been 

made or may be contemplated or may hereafter be made to alienate 

or disposei of any portion of my territory without the consent 

or concurrence of me Montshiwa or my government . 

\ ~. That I have on behalf of the shi di and other Barolong re ­

J siding in my terr i tory and subj ect to me. peti tioned Her n,os t 

I gracious majesty , the ~ueen of the United Kingdom of Great Bri -

tain and I reland to b e pleased to acee t into her allegiance , 

me the said [ontshiwa, and my people, and to declare me and my 

people to be British Subjects and our territory to be British 

territory, and further that I continue to be in communication 

with t he representatives of e t . r mos graClouS majesty in refe~-

, ence to my said position. 

\ 
I 

~I igned jion tb iwa ( chief) and Sel~Isfi..a.c ~ eru , BathobLtho, , 
i Kolema, okgweetsi, Josiah Motshegare, COrnelius Botlhale, 
\ 
, Fhetlhu, Maeco, Ncapedi , :Moeoc~rotlhware, Rabodietso e,nd Matthew! 

'I, (:Members of the Counc il). M~, 
Li , 
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The only reply to this was a more determined attitude of 

the white farmers to consolidate their occupation of the dis­

];Ilited t.erri tory, and " amuel M,elvil.le wrote to Montshiwa.: t1The 

pres ident has heard that MontshiVla.'s 1>e01)1e are occupying x§fRtles 

farms belonging to the Boers and other subjects of the South 

African Republic. He lets ontshiwa know that as his govern-

men t has full concess ions from ~oshete, J?aramount chi ef of tr.e 

Barolong, of all his terri torial rights, it cannot JU.:&.EI allow 

Montshiwa, a petty chief under Moshete to infringe on such 

rigt-ta by deeds of aggression. Montshiwats people must there-

fore leave those farm before 9 a.m. on Tuesday next. If not, 

then Mon~Shiwa will be considered as wishing to provoke hostili -

tie and his people will be forcibly driven from those places ; 

... 
itf still found on them after the expiration of the said tizr;e. 1t 

28.a 

on the 12th of J$nuary 187 ' , Montshiwa again wrote to the 

Lieutenant Governor Richard ~outhey: Great Chief, I write to 

acquiant your ~cellency of the great trials that I am subjectea 

to from the chief Matlaba being brought to olfontein to reside 

there by t.he instructions of the Boers. In consequence of the 
'lYv 

repeated threats of the Boers, ~ ne hew Israel Molema and my 

bll'other Saane and their followers h ave been compll ed to leave 

those places and their ripeni ng corn to the mercy of straftgers 

Q.t J?olfontein and Vleyfontein resJ;>ectively. 

And to )(:r ,{.Owen Lanyon: 6/6/...1876 AdministrateI' of r:tI'iqualanl 
~ 

Wes~·, !I.ncroachments ~ k" ~ are ~a lng place: daily regardless of the 

Keate Award and in open defiance of t' he same •••• The Boers arE; 

strenthening their pOSition with the hope of having their clai1.s 

confirmed by the British Government. This is entirely at variane~ 

0: with my w ish. fI 
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On the 20th August 1875 while Presiaent Burgers was in 

.i:urope rais ing loa.ns for ~ ~ 15d~cn- R~ S~ C(., 

~\ 1/ 
~ let ter was ad ressed an [ontsioh by S . ~wart state s ecretary 

of the South Afri£an Republic instructed by Piet J . Joubert acting 

President to warn lon t~hiwa aoai~st interfering with Matjav(s 

(Matlaba ts ) people who are subjects of the Republic. 

S 
The personal relations that exi.fCted between t he chief Montsh -

iwa and the representatives of the British Government at Kimberley 

were those of mutual 

chill of officialdom 

esteem, respec~ ~nd friendship that 
~ ~r J!r~-ecw,'::U-

and formality! t;,Q Itisit KianiQerlay. 

took the 

Thus on the 2nd of October 1870, Richard Sputhey Lieutenant 
west " 

Governor of )GriqUaland /writes, for example: 

"My :friend Tvronts}:iwa., 

It had given me much pain to hear of t he trouble 

and annoyance to which you have been subjected, and :tk at the same 

time to feel that I was powerless to render you effective assistance . 

S I always told you, nothing could be done with -

ou t the au tho ri ty of I e r :Maj es ty t S Government in England, and I 

Elso stated that Her ~~ajesty did not wish to extend her jurisdict-

ion in 30~th Africa , and now feel it is useless to hope t or sny. 

I am sending you a few articles by Israel (Molema 

which you wi ll use in remembrance of me, and I received, with 

than kl3, the ka ross you sent me." 

These letters tOf Lonts hi wa to the officials of the Br itish 

Government evoked uniformly courteous expressions of sympathy v.ith 

him in his t r oubles, ap" reci.ation and esteem of his friendsllip to 

the Brit~sh Government and hope of its endurance, and finally the 

bright prospect of compliance with his request to be received under 

Britis~ protection. 

Thus on the 6/3/1876 ' . Owen Lanyon to It lll'y Good _"i'rl' end 
.01. Mor. tshi wa, 

I am grie ­
ved to learn that any of your subjec ts have been maltreated. 
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~ I accept with pleasure your assurance~ of confidence in, 

and love you bear for the ritish Government. I can assure you 

that Her Majesty highly esteems the frienship of the native tribes 

in 'outh Africa, and I trust that the Barolong and the nglibh 

may always be amicably related to each other. I have sent a copy 

of vour letter to Sir ~. enry Barkly the ueen's High Commissioner. 
" 

I am sending you a small present of a sd.ddle and br i dle which I 

hope you wi ll accept as a token of goodwill ~ 

" ith expressions of esteem, I remain, V orthy Montshiwa , 

Your goo d friend v . O.L.k M~~ ~ 
~ ain on the 24th of June 1876 i +Ag&in I write your Honour to ~ 

acquiant you of fresh t roubles which have occured im my aDuntry 

respecting ~he line. Landdrost cholt% of Lichtenburg came aown 

to move my people by power ~ ) from my gardens at Rooigrond 

and Buurmansdr i ft . 

I am also subjected to annoyances from the chief Matlaba ••••• 

He had made a raid among my people, killed my oxen and taken others •• 

e is a Tr@1svaal sub ject and used by them as a tool to provoke 

me to do something by which war may be brought about. But I 

still wait to hear what is to be done for me by the British GOVer-

nmen t." , . 
_----7 

When in J anuary 1877 the chief expressed his intention to vi -

sit Kimberley to discuss his difficult ies wi t h the Administrator 

. • Owen Lanyon , the latter immediately eXl)ressed his readiness b.nd 

pleasure at the antic ipated meeting , and when Montshiwa subsequently 

arri ved, the .fidminis trator imrJlediately sent him a note (2nd Feb . 

1877) "I have heard with pleasure of your arrival at KimberleJ to 

see roe, and I shall be glad to meet you today at 12 olclock." 

t this meeting or shortly after it, there was an interchange 

of cd rdial services and presents , in ,rec06nition of which Lanyon 

wrote (6th Feb.) My Good "'riend lfontsh iwa: 

I thank you very f or the 

very handsome kaross that you have presented to me, and whi ch I 
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,~~~ 
h t f avourite with his burg~ers had an ope n 

hope had not been a 0 

quarrel with his volksraad, and he launched out in a vehement 

" I "'ould rather be a "oli c em:=tn under a streng tirade at them : " l:' 

'L r~;l·,~ ent of such a ~ tat • • Government than : '1 e "'::; t ...., 

members of the Raad and the Bners - who h ave lost the country, 

who have sold your independence for a drink. You have ill - tre -

ated the natives, you h ave sgo t them down, you have sold them 

into slavery, and now you h ave to ay the penalty. 

29.13. 

n t h e 12th of pril 1877, the ~outh African Re~ublic WiS 

annexed to the British. Dominions as Transva,al by Sir Theophilus 

whe · stone1 against t he united will of the xecutive council and 

·eople of the epublic. The officials of t he Republic vlho 

were wil l ing to take an oath of allegiance to the '"ueen of I,ng-

l~nd were allowed to retain their osts. ne of these waS B.C. 

~choltz Native caillia issioner at Lichtenburg . with the annexation 

of t h e rran~vaa.l by Gr~t J.3ri ca in, ~:ontsh iwa Saw his prayers 
h o~ €,S 

answered and his IlBEIilU realised .. l hou ght he, thankEullY j t hE-

ea te award would now be carried into execution, the Barolong 
encr­

boundaries accordi ng to tne ward would now be recognised; BNE:rxHiQ 

oaching f a rmers trthe 1.arico and Lichtenburg directions could 
I 

now be ::lafely give n not dic e to quit, and Matlabas and Moshete ' s 

pretens ions would now be s ilenced. he British officials , esp -

ichard ~outhey and ;"drnini s trator W.Owen ecial l y Lieut ove rn~r 

~anyon were ~ ri ht when t h ey cauti oned h im to be patient 

an d ass ured him t ha t t h ings would Elf right th.emselves. 
"r1l..CL~. ~ 1 h:c:-tffi 

. ouyed ul? wi~h enth u5 ie,sm, and/ With a fi r ltler ba nd v.ont8hi"wa 
~(;\.If1~~ -' , .ll 

wrote \ -co hi s tr'.lsted friend .\d1ninistrat8r Lanyon: II It has Liven 

me much ple asure to he a r that er Majes ty's Government has been 

p leased to an nex ~ . • _ the w'n ole of th m ---. e ~rans vaal ••• Feeling as I 

do now that t h e re Can be no hiI.1dd r ance to " " t F mOVing ln 0 the country 

awarded me 1J :,:r.TJ"'e:-?te ••• I \" l' S \l to b " t ,J 
,f r1 ng 0 yo u'1 ~xcellency ' s 
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