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““@E%und ﬂﬁ“@ ‘ﬁ? S ety 851 885% TreteEL ad no authority to sign the
deed of submission. The burghers of the Republic were now unanimous in
their desire to find a clever man to be their president, one whe
éould competently argue their cases and defend their interestis before
eny Eurooean council. They obtained such 2 man on the 1lst July 1872-Qv
the Rev Thomzs Francois Burgers of Hanover, Cape Colony. He was duly
worn in as President of the S.A.Republic. He was full of energy, ideas
and promise . His first dupy was to prove this to his electors Dby
neutralising the Keate Award znd tﬁus removing the dominant grievance
of the Republic. His repudiation of the Award was expressed in forcible
and forthright language in a pamphlet; his grounds were (1) Want of
authority on the part of the Republic's signatories to the deed of
submission,(2) Want of decision in the deed of submission itself, ard

(3/ Bias on}the part of one of the arbitrators and of the final

umpire.
Le prosecuted some research into the history of the Barolong,

and discovered that there were several clans - Ratlou, Tshidi, lMekgetla
Seleka, and Rgpulane in that order of seniority, and that the princip-
-zl chief of the senior(Ratlou) clun was Moshete) buj that for some res—
=son that individual was not at the head of affairs in his e¢lan, let
alone other clans, but that on the contrary he was employed as a ser-
vant and shepherd by & Dutch farmer - field-cornet Schzlk. Burgers
scught out lMoshete, befriended him, released him from his indenture,
and placed him on his 'throne' 1n 1872, Mnd gave him & staif

T (Bl = Theos-es :
,L,~—’tTe 88 an 1n81gnia of kingship and then

Or scep..,

urged h1m to cede - x:xxhn
a8 the senior chief of all the Dar010nf clans -/the terriforial rights

of the Barolong to the u.A.uepublic. To make his ca2se unassailable

rresqdent Burgers visited
&2d otherg

moshete/to urge them to cede their territorisal rights individually and

other Barclong chiefs of junior status to

ccllectively to the JehsRepublic. On the 6th of December 1872, he thus

obtained cession of teeritory from Davﬁimggggﬁaﬁeit Taaibosch, chief

0f the Koranas at Mamuss (iater known as Schiweizer-Reneke).

In April 1873 Burgers visited Lontshiwz who was still living at

lioshaneng in the country of the Bangwketse. He tried to brevail upon

him to repudiate the Keate sAward and to agree to a new boudary line

between his Barolong end the Sal RiGayd
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and the o.h.Republic as he said Montshiwe could neither remove

ner govern the Dutch-Afrikaners within the Keate line. The chief

overtur utrigh ted the event to Ric-
Fus giers? ertures outright, and repor

refused gurxﬂ rs =

hard southey, Lt-goveinor of Zxyx Grigualand, and/qlr Henry Barkly

the Eigh Commissioner.

- xt approached chief Matlaba of the juniog
Pres. Burg#ers ne yoje) ﬁuﬂ,
(Rapulana) branch of the Barolong,and succeeded in obtainln%/a cesg=
Dol Mgsbewed NOSWAL'S .
ion. Armed with/mOshete's and latleba's deeds of mRE cession, Burge-

rs now issued a proclamation on the 1lth of March 1874 that &ll
the territorial rights of the Barolong ar#now by xke cession from
the Paramount chief ljoshete the territorial rights of the 3outh Afr-

\
ican Republie, and that, therefore, all MosheteSpeople, includimg

liatlaba and hiE people are subjects of the South African Republte.
' 7 B8 (e Burgers mobvecsacfe) Duf 88X

o

By way of reply‘ﬁkigh Commissioner Sir Henry Barkly issued a

" - S 12,”‘4_“1- &ur?o- T’roCtaucd-.» PR chbua,w»—-

proclamztion/the following sesme month." WherecSe.... (9) and whereas

M-'W"" 'LC

ever since the Keate Award became known the Government of the faouth

African Republic has endeavoured to evade its effects by repudiating
the acts of their president and by entering into agreement withi in-
dividual members or petty captains of tribes mfor the cession of ri=
ghts and territories which those individuals have no power to 2:3:;
(1¢) and whereas under cover of such agreements or alleged agreements
the President of the gouth African Republic for the time being has
bublished a proclamstion a%%uncing that the territorial rights 6f the

Koranna, Barolong and Batlhaping Tribes have been ceded to, and have

| now b@come the rights of the said republiCe..... Now y'therefore I do

hereby proclaim,...that ¥ the territorisl acquisitions to which tte

-l said South African Republie lays claim under and by virtue of the al-

leged cessions mede by pettycaptains and others will not be regognie

Sea unless and until the award of the late Robert Xeute Esq shall

have becn first fairly and fully carried into execution."
Regardless of this Proclamation, PresBurgers in the same month
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in Apri1(1874) moved Yatlsbats people into localities claimed

and occupied by Montshiwats people at Polfontein. yontshiwe,
ofccurse immediately fell upon Matlzba, tied up his son and
other people, and captured several of his cattle, horses, sheep,
goats and wagonse Thismfiging to the ears of the S.A.Republic
‘authorities, Sanmuel Melville,ﬂizéfg:mmiSSioner and agent for Netive
Affairs (south African Republic) Lichtenburg wrote (20/4/74) to

i M rafi - N s
e e gttt Ko Phraet
(Matlaba) and his people are subjects of UhilLt gov.KeateePolfon
tein and the farm& near it are on Transvaal territory...Injuries
to Matlaba or loshete'!s people will be regarded as injuries to
the Transveal and retaliated...Property captured and people teken
from Matlaba must be restored by orders of the President.

v"‘ 27~&

This was the comencement of & long and at times acrimonious

correspondence about conflicting territorial claims, spoliations

and reprisals between Montshiwe and his people on the xx#@® one sgide,
and the gouth African Republic and its officials and subjects on
the other—samuel Melvilles Republican Agent of Native Affairs at
Lichtenburgy Z I.B.Roodes Fieldcornet at Rooigrond; C.R.Otto: Land-
drost at Zecrusty I.B.Bantjes: Acting Commissioner at Lichtenburg;
Ce.B.ocholtzs Republican, then British and again Republican ComLiSzi;l
oner of Native Afiairs ag Lichtenburgy Commandant Hendrik @reeff of I
Lichtenburg; Commandant Piet Cronje of Potchefstroom; S.3wart
S.A.Republic state secretary; Piet Joubert: Commandant General and a
Acting President of the Republie and Thomaé Burg%ﬁhimselfz Ste te
Presidenteef e S.A Refunbloe.

Necessarily, at the same time, lMontshiwa carried on an equally

large correspondence with the officers of the British government -

Owen Lanyon administrator of @rigualand Westy Richard Southeys Lt
*

@overnor of Grigualand Westy C.C.Cumpbell: Magistrate of Barkly
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West; I.D.Barry: Acting Adminiatrater of Griguegland West; and again
tﬁ&#%harles Warren and C.J.Moysey British military commanders in
e ex eol Lellers acdly .
Grigualand Westj 1ater/yb M.0sborne Government Secretary and i
(20
Theophilus Shepstones Administrator of Transvaal and still later ¢¢

rees
Evelyn Wood: Comuending Offiger of British Foeces in Natal, and
Georgk Hudsons British Resident in the Transvazl of the Retro—

cession period. These lettersare in the nature of complaints and
PAAAA S A A

reportsabout the citizens of the South Africam Republic on the

western border, requests and brayers for assistance and appeals for

intervention and annexsation. =
>

On the 4th of4gizAé§l},

L Oy

thef chief Montshiwa in council add-

ressed Lt-Governor Richard southey of Grigqualand West:= "The time

e Made
has now comp that the Boers have/up their minds to destroy us, and

I now do humbly place myself under your care and protection. I

wish, great chief, that you would ask the great Queen of Englané

to talde me andg my people to be her Subjects, and to take my couri=

try to be hers, I trust in\you, and because the Boers are doing

their work so quickly, I prayl, great chief, that you will send me 3m

your agent to take over my ¢ untry as soon as poscible."
Later (l%EE_£E§EEE_£§_~) by way of reminder, he wrote to
Adminitrator Owen Lenyon ;"As always so now I beg to asé;e your
honour of my attachment to Her Majesty's Govermment, and with patience
awalt the welcome time when it may please her to accept my oft-

tendered ailegience to British rule and iaw "
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dignified protest to President Burgerss= "I Montshiwg, chief

of the Tshidi branch of the Barclong, here_ by make known to your

bhoneours

1.

That it has come to my knowledge that Your Honour purposes

lccating at the fountain Bodibe (Polfontein) and Poosedumzne

. (Members of the Council).

others

(Vleyfontein) certain Barclong and okher not belonging to the

Tshidi braneh of which I am chief.

2. Thaet no one safe myself and my government possesses an)y right

to alienate any portion of my country which is the special jpe

heritanci of the Tshidi Barclonge.
e I protest formally against all acts and things that have
already been done or may xﬁin in contemplation to be done, or
which may hereafter be done, whereby any atiemptis mey have been
made ot may be contemplated or may hereafter be made to aliencte
or disposegd of any portion of my territory without the consent
or concurrence of me Montshiwa or my government,
4, That I have on behalf of the Tshidi and other Barolong re-
Siding im my territory and subject to me, petitioned Her most
gracious majesty, the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Brie
tain and Irelaznd to be pleased to accept into her allegiance,
me the sgid Montshiwa, and my People, énd to declare me and my
People to be British subjects and our territory to be British
territory, and further that I continue to be in communication
with the representatives of Her most gracious majesty in refep=-
ence to my said position.

; Selere

slgned wontshiwa (chief) and Seleu%Iscac Seru, Bathobetho,

Molema, Mokgweetsi, Josiah Mdtshegare,Cornelius Botlhale,

Phetlhu, lfaeco, Ncapedi, MococﬁMotlhware, Rabodietso and Matthew/

Mﬂ‘eam,

B
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The only reply to this was a more determined attitude of
the white farmers to consolidate their occupation of the dis-
puted cerritory, and Samuel Melville wrote to Montshiwas: "The
president has heard that Montshiwa's people are occupying L&wmes
farms belonging to the Boers and other subjects of the South
African Republic. He lets lfontshiwa know that as his govern-
men; has full concessions from Moshete, Paramount chief of tle
Barolong, of all his territorial rights, it cennot miee allow
Montshiwe, a petty chief under Moshete to infringe on such
rights by deeds of aggression. Montshiwa's people must there-
fore leave those farmg before 9 a.m. on Tuesday next. If not,
then Moanhiwa will be considered as wishing to provoke hostili-
tie and his people will be forcibly driven from those placesf
Lf still found on them after the expiration of the said time."

28«8

@n the 12th of January 187%, Montshiwa again wrote to the
Lieutenant Governor Richard southeys Great Chief, I write to
acquient your EBxcellency of the great trials that I am subjectead
to from the chief Matlaba being brought to Polfontein to reside
there by the instructions of the Boers. In consequence of the
repeated threats of the Boers, %ﬁrnephew Israel Molema and my
brother Saane and their followers have been complied to leave
those places and their ripening corn to the mercy of strajgers

at Polfontein and Vleyfontein respectively.

And to Xx W.Owen Lanyon: 6/6/1876 Administrater of friqualang
tW !
Wes$; "Bncroachments are taking place: daily regardless of the
Keate § Award and in open defiance of the same....The Boers are

Strenthening their position with the hope of having their clailns
confirmed by the British Government.

O% with my wish."

This is entérely at varianeg
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A on the 20th August 1878 while President Burgers was in
/Burope raising loans for ke®- fus ﬁdoﬁm Ru@wnﬁ Sehewe a

#ﬂ letier was adaressedugan Montsioﬁ?by Se.swart 3tate Secretary

of the south Afriman Republic instructed by Piet J.Joubert acting

= /
President to warn Montshiwa against interfering with Matjavis

(Matlaba's) people who are subjects of the Republic.

$
The personal relations that exifted between the chief Montsh-
iwa and the representatives of the British Government at Kimberley
were those of mutual esteem, respect and friendship that took the
from Thelr ArUereowrse.
chill of officialdom and fomality/tam.
Thus on the 2nd of Qctober 1878, Richard Sputhey Lieutenant

wesl’
Governor of} rlqualandlwrltes, for examples

"My Priend Montshiwa,

It had given me much pain to hear of the trouble
and annoyance to which you have been subjected, and xk at the S ame
time to feel that I was bowerless to render you effective assistance,

As I always told you, nothing could be done with-
out the authority of Her Majesty's @Government in England, and I
also statad that Her wajesty did not wish to extend her Jurisdict-
ion in 3outh Africa, and now feel it is useless to hope for any.

I am sending you a few articles by Israel (Molema)

which you will use in remembrance of me, and I received, with
thanks, the kaross you sent me,."

These letters ¥of Lontshiwa to the officials of the British
@overnuent evoked uniformly courteous expressions of Sympeathy with
him in his troubles, appreciation and esteem of his friendship to
the British Government and hope of its endurance, and Tinally the
bright Prospect of compliance with his request to be received under
British brotection.,

Thus on the 6/3/1876 §.owen Lanyon to "y @ood Friend Moritshiwg,

I am grie=-

ved to learn that any of your Subjects have been maltreateqd.,
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“I accept with pleasure your assurance® of confidence in,

and love you bear for the British Government. I can assure you
that Her Majesty highly esteems the frienship of the native tribes

in south Africa, and I trust that the Barolong and the EBnglish
may always be amicably related to each other. I have sent & copy
of your letter to 3ir Henry Barkly the Queen's High Commissioner.
I am sending you a small present of a saddle and bridle which I
hope you will accept as a token of goodwill.

With expressions of esteem, I remain, worthy Montshiwa,

V4

Your good friend W.0.L. Mons . e

Again on the ®B4th of June 18767}Again I write your Honour to x=x

acquiant you of fresh troubles which have occured im my country
respecting the line. Landdrost Scholts of Lichtenburg came down

to move my people by power ( §£§ ) from my gardens at Rooigrond

and Buurmansdrift,

I am also subjected to annoyances from the chief Matlaba.sese

ide had made a raid among my people,Kkilled my oxen and taken others,.
He is a Transvaal subject and used by them as a tool to provoke
me to do something by which war may be brought about. But I

8till wait to hear what is to be done for me by the British Gover-

R

nment."pi

—

—

wWhen in January 1877 the chief expressed his intention to vi=-
sit Kimberley to discuss his difficulties with\the Administrator
Weowen Lanyon, the latter immediately expressed his readiness and
pleasure at the anticipatgd meeting, and when Montshiwa subseguently
arrived, the Administrator immediately sent him a note (2nd web.
1877) "I have heard with pleasure of your arrival at Kimberley to

8ee me, and I shall be glad to meet you today at 12 o'*clock."
At this meeting or shortly after it, there was an interchange

of clrdial services and presents, in recognition of which Lanyon

wrote (6th Feb.) My Good Friend Montshiwas

I thank you very for the

very handsome kaross that you have presented to me, and which T
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hope had not been a hot favourite with his %urgaers had an open
quarrel with his volksraad, and he lsunched out ig a vehement
tirade at thems "I would rather be & policeman undeT & strong
government than the preéident of such a state. Iﬁas you = you
members of the Raad and the Boers = who have lost the country,
who have sold your independence for a drink. You have ill=-tre-
ated the natives, you have shotl them down, you have sold them

into slavery, and now you nave to pay the penalty.

on the 12th of April 1877, the South African Republic wes

annexed to the British Dominions as Transvaal by 3ir Theophilus

shepstone, against the united will of the Executive council and

!
people of the Republic. The officials of the Republic who
were willing to take an oath of allegiance to the (ueen of Eng-

land were allowed to retain their posts. one of these was B.C.

scholtz Native Commissioner at Lichtenburge. With the annexation
of the Transvaal by Grggt Britain, Montshiwa saw his prayers

hoves
answered and his pxnyin realisedJThought he, tha.nkfullyJ the
Keate award would now be carried into execution, the Barolong
boundaries according to the Award would now be recognised; i;;;;ah
oachiing farmers ﬁg"%he larico and Lichtenburg directions could
now be safely given notéice to guit, and Vatlabasand Moshete's
pretensions would now be silenced. The British officials, esp=-
ecially Lieut Governor Richard fouthey and jdministrator W.Owen

Lanyon were dﬁigi right when they cautioned him to be patient

and assured him that things would k& right themdelves.

? hend
: (pBogyeg uE with enthusissm, and/wé%h—ar¥4fmer—hﬁfﬁda Montshiwa

wrote‘co his trusted friend Administrator Lanyon: " It has given
me much pleasure to hear that Her Majesty's GoWwernment has been
pleased to annex 333 the whole of the Transvaal... Feeling as I

do now that there can be no hindgrance to moving into the country

"we Ty wr o 3 )’ 3
t awarded me by Mr.”este..., I wish to bring to Iom%ﬂxcellencv's
y
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