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The Pathfinder Movement of the South African Boy Scouts Association. 

Die Padvinder Beweging van die Suid Afrika Verkennerseunsvereniging.

Patron - Beskermer 
H.E. The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Clarendon

G.C.M.G.

Chief Pathfinder South Africa : 
Hoofpadvinder Suid Afrika :

J.D. Rheinallt-Jones, M.A.

Divisional Headquarters 
Afdelings Hoofkwartier

At ft e.ni.um... Chamb er s 

Shortmarket Street

Capetown 

Phone.......... ......................

Cape Western Province Division

FORWARD

Kaapse Westelike Provinsie

Divisional Pathfinder: 
Afdelings Padvinder:

Capt. P.F.F. White, M.C.

Asst. D ivisional Pathfinder 

Ass. A fdelings Padvinder 

E.A. Ball, Esq.

Hon. Divisional Secretary 
Ere Afdelings Sekretaris

E .’§'.c‘Bg?rTs

P.O. Box 999, Capetown.

13 th February 1936 .

Rev. Canon S.P. Woodfield, M .A . ,
Divisional Pathfinder,Commissioner,
P .O . Box 731,
DURBAN.

Dear Colleague,

At a special meeting of my Council held on 10th 

instant to discuss the Pathfinder-Scout relationship, certain 

resolutions were passed (unanimously in every case), copy of 

which (in triplicate) is enclosed herewith for your information.

It is confidently anticipated that the efforts of 

yourself and your tw$ colleagues at the meeting of the Union 

Scout Council on 2 5th instant will definitely establish the 

place and status of our Movement. We all feel that you, as 

the father of it , will see that justice is done.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

DIVISIONAL PATHFINDER C0ML1I SSI ONER.



Extract from the linutea of Meeting oi the 

Divisional Pathfinder Council* C pe Western Province 

held m  tn*> Y.ii.C«A« 10th February, 1936. at Caperown.

• It was resolved toy this Council that

It agrees to the principle that non-Euroyeans shall be admitted 
ia-afJuts- in accordance with the proposals put forward toy the 
Pathfinder-Scout Joint Advisory committee at its uieetin^s 
Johannesburg in November and December 1936.

Pathfinder representatives at the Union Council *■•**}•* * ® * e 
held on tue *5th February at Durban, should tot urged 
allow any further division in the Scout movement other than 
European and non?]&uropean tranches.

This Council endorses the principle that the Pathfinder move
ment shall toe recognised as a branch of tne Boy |cout 
tion, and Doth Coloured and Indian boys luay be admitted 
the branch as before, 10 separate troops If oesired, a no shall 

toe known in future as Pathfinder Scouts.

Shat in the event of the no. -European branch i^ a in g  
resolutions considered toy the European branch to 
to the policy or spirit of the 3cout P.Q.R , the 
be referred to a commttee consisting of representatives of 
t h e  U o  branches on »hioh the European Scout Council shall 

have the majority wote.

That in view of the fact that the Pathfmder ~ovement is 
already a large organised tody, functioning through southern 
£ x c * .  this Touncfl urges that, .ith  a »le . to -aintaining 
the unity already achieved by the pathfinder aovement, 
be aade to continue some formof organie connection with J-he 
Pathfmuers m  African areas outside the Union of 3outh Africa.

It was further resolved that a copy of these resolutions 
be forwarded to the Divisional Commissioner, *estern Province 
Boy Scouts A ss o c ia t io n ,  in tiuoe for thexx meeting ox a 

Council on the 13th inst.

A.E. Horn s ,

Hon: Secretary. 
w*P*Pathfinaer Divisional Council.



February 17th. 1936.

The Secretary,
Pathfinder Headquarters Council,
Scout Headquarters, Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,

In the Minutes of the last meeting of the 
Pathiinders Headquarters Council held on the 20th. December last 
I notice on page 6 it is recorded that Canon Woodfield asked 
' -.ill the present P.O. & R. of the Pathfinders be accepted if 
the 1 scheme, is adopted", and it is recorded that I replied "Yes, 
if 'these proposals are accepted by both parties". I think that 
this linute is not quite correct. The proposals provide that in 
the event of their acceptance, new Constitutions will be pre
pared for each of the proposed bodies and I could hardly there
fore have stated that the existing P .0 .&  R. would be accepted as 
they stood.

I remember the question being raised and to the 
best of my recollection I replied that in all probability the 
various bodies would each be asked to submit a draft Constitution 
and that, provided they embodied the arrangements agreed to, I 
did not think the form in which they were cast was likely to be 
objected to.

I shall be glad if you will have the necessarv 
amendments made to the Minutes.

.. - * also b08 to give you notice that I have asked
the oecretary of the Union Scout Council to place on the Agenda
; ° r consideration by the Union Scout Council paragraph 17 of the
Minutes of your Council wherein it is recorded that it was agreed

J “?vem®nt Paid £1° to the Institute of Race Relations I
as /ill illation Fees,

a 1 1 1  , ,  1 am personally doubtful as to the wisdom of
affiliating your Movement to a semi-political body such as the

Union * ? nace Relations and I propose therefore to ask the 
Union ^cout Council to consider the matter.

Yours faithfully,

P. WHITE LEY,

Assistant Divisional 
Commissioner.

If
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JOHANNESBURG.
Cape To"n , 17th February 1S3B

My dear Pip,

I am writing in the middle of very pressing and distressing 
business in connection with the Native Bills, so this must be a 
very brief note, to tell you that the Institute's offices are in the 
Southern Life Buildings, Smith Street, Durban. Our Representative 
is Mr.Maurice Webb, who is a partner in Braby• s Directories, but 
the Institute has an office attached. Mr.Webb will do what he can 
to help you, and you will find him to be a wise counsellor.

I have been distressed to see in the press the original 
Scout proposals published as coming from the Transvaal Scout Coun
cil. I consider it is afcnost tactless action, and nothing should 
have been published unti'l after the Scout meeting at Durban. I 
certainly think that it would be disastrous if any formal pro
visions were made in any Scout constitution prohibiting joint 
rallies. Joint rallies should only take place when the bodies con
cerned agree to it, but it is a very different thing to the pro
hibition of such action. I shall be glad if you will see that 
this is not done.

I hardly know what more to say, but leave things in your 
hands. If  you are in any serious difficulty and desire to speak 
to me I think the best thing will be for you to telephone to me 
and I will try to keep Tuesday evening, 25th, free of engagements 
so as to be available at Cape Town 5-1517 (Cambridge Hotel, 
Milnerton). Lxpenses will be refunded to you. Should you wish to 
find me during that day you can wire to me to the City Club,
Cape Town, asking me to ring you up and give the 'phone number.

Y0urs sincerely,

P. S. With regard to extra-Uniorf~territories, I am continuing nego
tiations, and the position is somewhat delicate at the moment. It is 
possible that they will break away, but please insist on having a



; NATAL PATHFINDER MOVEMENT.
.............. ................... . ........... . ....* '--

T E L E G R A P H IC  A D D R E S S  :

" CRAGSEE. A  91. R ID G E ROAD.
P IE T E R M A R I T Z B U R G . "  X X

___ P IE TE R M A R ITZB U R G
a l l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e

"OM -....20th...E9.taaK .19l6,
T H E  RE V . A. W .  C R A G G .

The Rev. Canon S.P.Woodfield, M.A.

c/o S.A.Institute of Race Relations,

P.O.Box 731, DURBAN•

Dear Sir,

Although our Council has not been able to meet 

owing t4 the absence of Mr D.McK.Malcolm from town and to my 

absence in Cape Town during the last three weeks or more yet 

I have no hesitation is stating that the

Pathfinder Divisional Council of Natal 

accepts the Proposals of the PATHFINDER HEADQUARTERS COUNCIL 

in re SCOUT-PATHFINDER RELATIONS .

Yours faithfully,

Hon. Secretary Natal Divisional 

Council.



NATAL PATHFINDER MOVEMENT.

T E L E G R A P H IC  A D D R E S S  :

"  C R A G S E E .  
P IE T E R M A R I T Z B U R G . ”

A L L  C O M M U N IC A TIO N S  M U S T  B 

A D D R E SSED  T O  T H E  H O N . 

S E C R E TA R Y .

T H E  RE V . A. W .  C R A G G .
FORWARD

91. RIDGE ROAD.

PIETERMARITZBURG

.19.

( COPY )

Dear Mr Cragg,

I do not know whether you are at home 

or not, but in any case I fear it would be impossible to have 

a meeting of Council called, and I certainly could not attend.

However, I suggest that as our Division was so well 

represented at the last Council, we are quite safe in agreeing 

to the proposals. Will you inform Canon Woodfield accordingly.

Yours sincerely,

(Syd ) D.McK.Malcolm.
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Diocesan Training College, 
Grace Diou,

Pietero^urg.
11th, March 1936.

H|y dear v .J .,

I have Just received your Airo-ail letter of the 8th. inst, 
and I feel that I rust reply to it without delay. In the mean
while I hooa you will have receive leti^r sont to you at 
Johannes jurg (where I thou^rc you would be by this tlraoy last
week, itnd rlicli :uc< pcrlutps allay soae of your fears.

I r«st acteit that 1 aict very disappointed that you are Mun- 
happy1' over the terias of the uccoit resolutions and the , ress 
statement. ’vhon I signet on your behrJ.f with the full con
currence of Grant and Itathaba I quite thought that we, as a 
Movement, had to congratula te ourselves upon haring managed a 
very difficult situation and received far better terms tlian 
would ever have been possible. Uven now, it 3 eerie to me
that the diffe encc3 between the resolutions as passed by the 
Pathfinder Council and those accepted at "Xirban are so snail 
that they do not largely affect the position at all.

I take it tnat your main objection is to the use of the 
term "parent body" ? This wa3 purely a term of convenience 
since in no other way would it have been possible for the re
minder of the reso.144ions to go through. A body had to exist 
to pass what followed, and one original wording of clause 1 put 
that existing body out of court. The sraropoan section is the 
"parent body" >uly inasuiuca as it  orings the other b dies into 
being and it seemed gone rally understood that that was the only 
reson for introducing the phrase at all. Once the other 
branches come into being there is complete equality excepting 
that one section happens to be older than the others.

During the discussions Grant -and I constantly referred to 
the special points you wanted us to watch and again at the end 
before we gave final consent to make sure that they had not been 
lost sight of. Briefly these were:-

1. Parallel ranks in each branch. This was not brought into
question in any way» and 

will, of course, not be lost sight of when the new rtules 
and Regulations are brought up.

2. Couplete control of each branch, by the l ead of such branch. 
This has been maintained and I gather that the .Uropean 
section is taking 3tep3 in its new P O .R . to arrange for a 
chief executive officer to take equal rank with yourself - 
an appointment long overdue.

3 . The position of the Movement outside the Union. alton
explained

the position of the International Bureau and assured us 
that as a definite section of the S . African Boy ;cout3'
Association we should be automatically recognised. He



also said that, if the 5*A*B«S*A* applied for direct x*epre- 
sentation on the Internaticnal Council it would be the first 
oi the Colonies to do so since they are at oresent represent
ed by Imperial headquarters* In view of this it \?as felt 
that the question of direct representation night be held over 
for a time until the other natters had been settled* In the 
meanwhile the European section was given the authority to deal 
wi th the natter*

^presentation on any controlling Council. Such ’'council”
wag boiled down 

to a special coaoittee to be called only if  w e  branch liad
against the Scout spirit* and then the coianittee was to 

Cv4isiat ox representatives ox the £uropean body and the other 
party in question* Itjfa&s not felt that the Indians had 
any interest in a disouUi, say, between the athfinders and 
the Europeans* (Cur f /f .  Council never arranged for any 
united body other Uian this one to meet.;

>ica.ra;;e^nt idr_thc anification of the ?j on- nro^ean /youna* 
nils was fully recognised and ^wy be a later deve0j$>raentf 
ixr, - hile t was agreed that any Hon4 European might join the 
Fathfin<lers it was felt wise at this juncture to allow any 
of the three suggested sections to oa formed if they wished*

line ijraftin-T of the now i / f  Constitution to he oforred to

iifiL ie S £ U » L
mis dertmds upon you. The 3cout Council was only concerned 
with the fact that any draft Constitution ihculd be referred 
to the; ill iha first place for confirmation* and they asked 
if  we should be prepared to acoe t thdkr assistance in drawing
our draft Constitution up* >aid ,« ahonlrt v/elcome such 
lit? Ip*

rue ol‘ adidanion of Pathfinders an dcuitg. This natter
wao rnt d e m is e d , "for our wm P/f  (Jbuncil scV\ :ed pret>ared to 
accept a rul lug a:*rangln£ for the ad d ision of ■'athfinders as 
Scouta by the making of Ui;r Scout Promise*

The ;-ul wi-jy io;i of drone^n officers .in "on-"H.:rr -can ’oranche». 
Accord£5g to Tne original ^V p o saT  thare* was 'ri;~ provision for 
any but Hoiw^ronesos in the new sections. This, of course, 
was a pure oversight and 1ms now been raetllitvd*

The i.yoitjb t̂ce i/i‘ stress on ^tde. Colmn ’-bar in ~v.v : reaa statf- 
..i-antT You way pro oabTy ~fchirk that Vs did Hat exercise 

sufficient care in this natter-. hut, if  you knew 
how the original suggested statements wero watered ciown to 
satiafy us you would kno/ that even aora we v/oiited hard and 
not entirely in vain* After a il, wo know that there are 
to be these bai*c in aatual/practice .aid if  by s'4k' ing the 
fact ’te avoid all tiio unpleasantness of et>rrftr-~nrk»nce in 
the press and resignatloiia from the -jxiatdrv* < *«t organis
ation I thinii it is worth vth lc saying wi*at 'ic «n ~>;ly the 
truth*

Avoidance of any staV.rnr.t j.j rbf.r>dir:t rallies*
^■ l e a M  Tn :~r letter l-'r-t, roe€7 this str.tor.-art ./as <ir.l*b- 
erately alterec to help us. The door has not been barred 
and close" against any joint meeting at soae special time, 
but it has been laid down that normally no two sections neet 
together for ordinary parades* "ihe natter was fully dis
cussed and my objection to the original state ent was upheld* 
./ittenshaw told me he hoped to hold conbined parades occas
ionally t and he was satisfied tliat he could do so under the 
revise; version as It appeared in the statement*



t

^uite honestly, R .J*, I cannot see cause for aay fee Ling that we 
have deviated from Uie 3pirit of the la3t Pathfinder Council, and 
those people I have discussed the Eatter with have expressed great 
satisfaction, and in some case3 surprise that we have obtained so 
much by suchpeaceful measures. I have noted with satisfaction 
that there has been no anti-feeling expressed in the papers of the 
Transvaal, Natal, Free 3tate or the Cape and the ’’Friend’* ac tually 
gave a leader to it praising it as a valuable addition to the 
attempts in this country to give the Ilon-iJuropean the benefits of 
what the European hud without imperilling racial feeling.

X&vy Vayfarer workers have expressec! to me their wish that 
thty could have hcd a similar arrangement with regard to their 
relationships with the Guides, and practically all the members of 
the Lie cut Council pres ant admitted that they held office in some 
form or other in the Pathfinder Movement, so that we were able to 
gauge what their feeling was aoout the matter as Pathfinders.

I am sending this to you c/o Gram; with whom I hope you will 
liave a long chat and verify the points I have raised, and, possibly 
get some relief I I cannot agree w-th y u that the Pathfinder 
»loveiiient ’’belongs ' to the Scouts. The control they exercise is 
no more than that accepted by the Pathfinder Council last December.
1 should be very sorry to know that the new agreement ./as to be 
turned dowr by the T/f Council for the three representatives sent 
to the Council had no hesitation in expressing their acceptance on 
balialf or the Movement.

You ’Aill see in ray last letter what I suggested about the draft 
Constitution, but if  you want the concurrence of the P /f Council 
before you go ahead I suggest you should get it by po3t from each 
Division at the earliest possible moment. For ays elf I saw no 
suggestion that we were in any way subservient to the Europeans - 
with the exception that they are older than we are and exercise the 
right to call a branch to book should it ovoratepX the nark on the 
matter of Scout spirit - and that was accepted by tno P /f Council.

1 am veiy busy now, but 1 hope that v.vnt I have said will rid 
vour mind of many of the suspicions that a. rear to have arisen in 
it.

I am so veiy sorry about the Wayfarer position - ' r s . H .J .
has all r-y sympathy in this onxiout time.

I:y love to you both,

Yours ever,



CAPE BORDER DIVISION.

From:—

DtVlMuiiJil̂ 3Li,i .̂Un ̂  jl. fii Jagi|Wic.

3Li 11 laumfpTl;—

Lovedale, C .P .
16th March 1936.

My dear Woodfield,

You did a fine piece of work when you 
sent to me your letter and enclosed copy of the one you have 
written to R .J . .  By the way, he left yesterday, and I have 
only just received your copy, so that he may not have had 
his "before leaving here. They stayed with the Wilkies, not 
with us here.

I had a dickehs of/a. time with him on 
evening, ^e rang pp as soon as he arrived and said 

he must see me, and all the rest of it . I spent the evening 
with him. It was really rather bad. You are quite right.
He adjiihitidd before we had finished that his surroundings of 
the past few months may have made him suspicious of everybody, 
and Wilkie thought the same. It was a real good''set to* of a 
couple of hours. told him I was deeply disappointed with 
his attitude, and amazed at i t . The extraordinary thing is , 
that time after time in your letter to him you use exactly 
the same phrases as I used in wrestling with him.

There are two points. One is , the "parent 
body." I told him just what you have told him. What more 
can one say?

The second thing is , our innocent little 
"Committee" which has replaced the formidable "Council."

He seems to see it as a sort of Star Chamber with the most 
malignant intentions to wreck all sort;ts of things. There 
again we have both represented the position as it occurred 
in the Council meeting, and have interpreted the spirit of 
the whole thing. There was some frank talking on Saturday 
evening. It gave me a bad night afterwards.

_ _ Now the sequel. Next day I had my Divisional
Gouncil. We had a dozen people of the first rank. There



CAPE BORDER DIVISION.
f  Oft WAR D. -  PAM9ILI .

were old hands such as Pilson of Lovedale and Dugard of 
Healdtown, and others, old Pathfinder Officers. There were 
keen men such as Wilkie of Lovedale and Kerr of Fort Hare. 
There were other senior men who have "been for years on this 
Council, and have understanding of the larger aspects of 
the movement, ^efore starring I told Jones that I should 
not make the kind of statement I had intended to make in 
my report of the Durban meeting. I was deliberately most 
sober and matter-of-fact, reporting findings, pointing out 
the differences between the final and the first draffs . I 
closed with a word which paid tribute to the good spirit of 
the meeting. There were no adjectives and no rhetoric. When 
I had finished I not only asked for criticisms, but pressed 
f&r them, more than once. Nothing but appreciation was 
expressed. There was one question abOutrche hat, from a Native 
Officer , who was satisfied with the explanation. Man after 
man said that this was a ll  they asked for and more than they 
expected would come for a long time. In the end, after 
consulting R .J . ,  I asked for a resolution. It was 
restored, with acclamation, "That this Council expresses its 
entnusiastic approval of the arrangements come to &C. &C. 
and congratulates its representatives on the part they have 
played in bringing about s .1 great an advance in the development 
&c . &c . " .  You know the kind of thing. And R. J . Had told me 
on Saturday that when he got my wire asking him to stop here 
for this meeting he thought I was appealing for help in 
dealing with a refractory Council; because he expected this to 
be a storm centre of protest! I, J! There is absolutely no 
qualification in the approval of my Division.

We spent Saturday evening together, in a calmer 
atmosphere. There has been not the slightest breach of 
friendship, as you w ill know. The Council has no idea at 
a ll  that there is anything in the scheme of which the Chief 
does not approve. He read me two letters, Sine of which was 
particularly extravagant, and put the worst possible and the 
least charitable interpretation on every clause of the 
scheme. I am prepared to go to the last ditch for the 
scheme as we approved of it . Your letter is a great comfort

s incerely thank you. I was in any case

From:—

r>"r!',f"TTTit f  rrrntnrri W  I *r iFngtpig"



CAPE BORDER DIVISION.
roawxno. - p a m b i l i .

From:—

W w iw n n l Srrrrftri , V.'. .\.S r. j jn u ^ jr

going to write to you today, to let yon have the news of 
Saturday. Wilkie impressed upon Jones that only those present 
at the Council could interpret the spirit of the Council.
I f  you and I had started out with the conviction that we had 
to circtimvent the machinations of a crowd of crooks, we 
should have achieved nothing.

They, dear things, are st ill  in the atmosphere of 
Cape Town politics . Mrs. R. J . actually told my w ife , to 
the latter1s astonishment, that she would much rather have 
what the Wayfarers have got than what the Pathfinders have 

reeeivedlll I t ‘is almost incredible. Round here the 
Wayfarers are saying, "Why on earth could we not have 
waited and got something like this I"

The more I look hack on the Durban meeting the more 
sure I am that we have done the best for the movement. I 
simply cannot understand how anyone reading both schemes 
cannot see that the final gives us much more than the scheme 
which came before the Council at Durban.

It was a good fight, Brother. Many thanks to 
you, and I am so glad to be able to tell you the results of 
the meeting of my own Council.

A ll  the best in every way,
Yours ever,

P .S .-  By the way, this Division , after consideration, 
plumps for the name "pathfinder Scout."
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C h i e f  P a t h f i n d e r  a n d  C h a i r m a n , h . Q . C o u n c i l  . 
H o o f -P A D V IN D E R  e n  V o o r s i t t e r . H . - K . - R a a d  :

J .  D  R h e i n a l l t  J o n e s , M .A .

pos'bus  ̂ i 1176, Johannesburg.
R E F E R E N C E  I  T )  n  /  r Z Q
V k r w y s i n g  I /  o y . March 31st, i93 6.

Rev. Canon S .P . Woodfield, 
Diocesan Training College, 
Grace Dieu,
PIETERSBURG,
Northern Transvaal.

This is just a brief acknowledgment 
with gratitude of your letter of March 11th which, 
together with the long talk I had with Grant at Lovedale 
last week-end, has served to ease ray mind very considerably 
Unfortunately, I am unable to write to you fully at the 
moment, but I shall look forward to going into matters 
in some detail with you on your next visit. When is 
the next Transvaal Pathfinder meeting?

I have met the Border and Free State 
Councils and also leading members of the Midlands Council, 
and they all seem very happy about the new status. It 
is quite possible that my bitter experience at Cape Town 
has made me unduly suspicious of motives, and I apologise 
if I caused you undue worry.

v- |4AvvltM«C4.

JDRJ/LR.



CAPE BORDER DIVISION.
m w A n o . .  m u m u .

From:—

Binirinnnt Cnn.nfn.i j W  I C,

Divisional Commisioner:
Rev. E.W .Grant, d'0*i-

Lovedale, C .P .
29th March 1936.

My dear Woodfield,

Your letter reached me yesterday. The 
delay was due to^ the fact that it seems to have' 

journeyed round to a place called Dovesdale, wherever 
that may he.

Anyhow, I was going to write to you 
this weekend. The Governing Councils of lovedale and 
Fort Hare have been meeting, and Malcolm is here from 
Natal. He of course was anxious to know about the meeting 
at Durban, and was amazed when I told him that the Chief 
was not pleased about one or two things. Malcolm simply 
cannot understand it , and says he and his people are 
delighted with what has been done, and e maintains that 
we have got all that we need. Malcolm won’ t look at the 
idea of a Federal Council. He is completely satisfied with 
the position. So that’J that I There you have the 
Transvaal, Natal, and the Cape Border. Cape Western people 
were present at Durban, so we certainly hiave them. What 
about it? I knew you would be as pleased as I am to have 
this further valuable confirmation. Our hands are 
strengthened for any further negotiations. I have not 
heard from R .J . since he was here a fortnight ago.

Cheerio, Brother. All is well. We 
must get the Chief into a more trustful state of mind.

By the way, we have a great many ofthe 
Training Institutions in this Division. At the Chief’ s 
request we have appointed a small Committee of Institution 
men of Pathfinder experience to suggest a three years 
scheme of training for students in institutions, which will 
help the Institutions to turn out fully equipped and 
efficient Pathfinder O fficers, as d i s t i ^ t  from mere 
Pathfinders. Any suggestions you can make w ill be highly 
appreciated.

A ll  the best for aye.
Yours ever,



Llay 5th. 1936.

The .Secretary (Uis3 Barron), 
Boy Scouts Association (3 .A .) 
P. 0 . Box 631,
Johannesburg.

;>ear Liss Barron,

I have to thank you for the document* concerning the 
new Constitution of the 3 . African Scout Council and for 
your covering letter of April 30th.

I have received no communication fVom the Chief Jath- 
finder, ir . Rheinallt Jones, in this connection and I do 
not know what are his wishes in the matter, and whether he 
i3 expecting me to attend on his behalf the meeting of the 
Constitution Sub-corasittee on Monday next. Unfortunately,
I shall be unable to do so in any case as we shall have no 
less than five Inspectors from the ducation Department here 
on tliat day conducting the annual examinations and it will 
be ii possible for me to get away.

I do not know whether it will be possible for a sub
stitute to be four.d, but if  it is I will try to let you know 
at once.

I Iiave not had the opportunity thoroughly to xxKaiHs 
exaiaine the documents, but on looking through then X think 
the two items that will most disturb the Pathfinder section 
will be No3. 1 5  and 16  - the proposal to alter the "■ C .l" 
at any Annual meeting without notice» and the fact that the 
alterations so car: ied out shall apply ip 3 0  facto to the Kon- 
Juropean sections of the Association. Doe3 this mean that
at any moment we may find alterations made to the "I'.O.R'' 
without the :Jon- European sections having had any opportunity 
of discussing the matter or of expressing any opinion thereon ? 
If  this is the case I do not think that the spirit of the 
decisions made at the Durban Council meeting would be carried 
out, and I feel sure there would be strong opposition from the 
Non- Airpean sections. Our paoition would be most unstable
and we should never know to what we './ere b e in g  com m itted*

I think to at this point nay have been overlooked by : r . tic 
iwen when drawing up his admirable stater.ent but I should like 
the attention of the Coiar.ittee at its meeting next l.onday to 
be drawn to this particular point, and I feel sure they will 
see the cause of ray disagreement. I would rather suggest 
that in the event of any proposed alteration to the "P .O .R ." 
likely to affect the Non-::uropean sections opportunity 3hould 
be given them to express an authoritative opinion and that such 
expressions be taken into full account when the matter is dis
cussed by the European section. It might even be feasible



for representatives of such bodies to be present to speak 
in person on such matters. This would be in accordance
with the policy laid down in the past with the Pathfinder 
Movement and also it would be in line with the courteous 
action of the Constitution Committee in inviting a represent
ative of the Pathfinder Movement to attend its meeting next 
IJonday.

Yours sincerely,

■llVBHOHAL (P/F) c :..x  

TIJCSVAAL.



i’emporary address;

88, Taaple Chsabere,

4 , ala S treet,

CAP* TO&N.

7 W  *»-ey, X®<5©*

The -iecretary,
,<outh African iiranoh of the 5oy scout *.aaooi&vlon,
P.O.BOX 6-1,
jQMAMMssaimo,

Pear sir,

? : , j j v K . .  m uriuft.

I thank you for sending ae the aeaorande which 

have bean circulated among aeabers of the Constitution 

Committee of the 0*4* cout Counoil.

0«ing to ay presence at Cepe *own Doing neeee- 

sary during the passage of the Native Land Hill I cannot 

return to Johannesburg before the 11th instant, nor can 1 

exchange cossmmi oat Iona with Cannon woodfield before that 

tiae. In the clreuaatances X as taking the liberty of 

aending you some observations and suggestions, and Z shall 

b© grateful If tne Constitution Coaaittee will give them 

synpathotle consideration.

I recognise, of courae, that I aa in possession 

of the memoranda through courtesy, end that equally, I can 

only be heard dn them through f|MI courtesy of the Canalttee. 

It searis to sac, however, that the occasion la one In whieh 

all possible sources of misunderstandings In the future 

should be eliminated through friendly co-oporatlon. £$y 

oosu&enta and suggestions are offarad in ti.u hope that they 

will be helpful in this diraction.

I have studied the ..raft constitution with great 

ears, and ae a result I should like to urge that the



» •

Committee consider preparing two Constitutions, one 

covering the Boy ;;eout Movement in $outh vfrloa aa a 

whole, and the other dealing only with the European uoy ieout 

branch. 1 hope the Coosaittee will allow the 1 athfinder 

Council to submit a draft Constitution for the Pathfinder 

Seoul branch at a later date*

My reasons for suggesting that two separate Con

stitutions be created out of the present braft tre

(1 ) It would be easier for everyone to appreciate 

the relations to each other of the four branohes, 

and to know hot? each branch is related to the 

lioy !>oout Movement as a whole in the Union (and, 

of oourae, the other territories suentioned).

(2) It would avoid the anoamly of the urspean Soy 

icout branch, as one of the parallel branches 

of the boy cout Movessnt, being described as 

the "parent body"*

(3) It trould avoid all possibility of confusion 

between provisions which (a) are cxelualvely 

concerned with the organisation of the European 

Soy neout branch, (b) are concerned with all 

branches &nfi (oj ore concerned with the Move

ment as a whole in the t&lon.

(4) It would alio# of the association's Constitution 

being printed separately for the use of all 

branches, and it ailgfct be attached in front of 

each printed branch constitution*

Two examples will help:

(1) section 5(d ), I take it , is lntonded to refer 

exclusively to European troops.

(2) Section 13, I also take it , refers exoluelvely 

to the property of the Furopean branch only*

In both cases it might be held that the 

provisions are wide enough to cover the



Ken-' uropaan ar&nchea, which i*» of course, not 

intended.

In tne hope that the Committee will agree to 

this division into two separate Constitutions, I have token 

the liUerty of putting forward In formal language ay sugges

tions in regard to thw first Constitution (»*e attached here

to J. i trust tue committee will agree that put in tbl* way 

the suggestion* ars more easy to rollow.

If  a constitution on tbe line® of ay sugges- 

tlons commend* lteelf to tna committee tbs drafting of the 

Constitution Tor the Karop«an branch should be a much simpler 

matter: may I# however, surest that the word "Puropean" be 

inserted in 3 (d) aftor the words "To fora bodies of :uropean 

Boy Jo out a ........ * similarly in 3(e ). -lao substitute

"Branoh* t o r  " h u m oolation'’ , as in 3 (a ).

If the Governor-General and tho High uoassia- 

sloners oan be the Chief eout*, I take it thot the ehief 

executive offieer of the ruropessi Ur:jaoh would be styled 

"’Chief uropaan .;eout on^isaionwr'* and the Chief Pathfinder 

would become "Chief Pathfinder eout Commissioner".

I*ay I point out that the Chief Pathfinder is 

ex officio Chairraan of tbe Pathfinder Headquarters Council, 

end that, to the best of my Knowledge, thie arrangement has

given every (satisfaction?

1 snsil be grateful if tne conmittee w lU  

glance through tne <ntnflnder i*« 0* &  H. and keep in ralnd 

that the K. **. and divisional Council membership arrangements 

have worked well because they are elastic enough to meet 

varying conditions. I slnoerely hope that when the new 

pathfinder 1 . 0 . *■ K. is considered the iathfinder organise- 

tioa will not be sade too Inelastic to suit our needs.

X have put forward all these suggestion* in 

a sincere desire to be helpful. It has been impossible to



4 .

obtain the ti&e I eiiould like to have had to go Into 

mattere aore fully, *ma 1 ahall U© &iu& to have an oppor 

tunity of aeetlng the Caaaittee If it aeete ««•&>» I 

eimll be in Johannesburg in about ten daya* or two wo ok#

tiae.

Your* faithfully,

(A^>) J'j^lUtvvA.osXUO- 

cnii* M tw iw &M *
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{̂0-tX~> ^ /\X< '̂‘“C/ <V-%/C/7Vv~|̂ 0~ lL*VÂ V̂Â vVyXAA~ '̂ -W-V't̂
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