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30th December, 1942

Dr. A .B . Xuma,
85, i'oby Street, 

SOPHIATOWw.

Dear Dr. Xuma,

I am enclosing herewith, for your information, 

a copy of a letter which I have today written to the South 

Aiiican Trades & Laoour Council.

Yours^sincerely,
II /  (U  ice, .



30th December, 
1942.

The Secretary^
South African Trades & Labour Council, 
Trades Hall,
P R E I  O R .I  A

Dear Sir,
re* PRETORIA NATIVE ' RIOTS

I would like to place before your Council 
the results of the preliminary investigations made by me yesterday 
in this matter.

I found that no trade Union official of 
the Native Municipal Workers Union had anything to do w ith the 
meeting which led to the riots and the shooting, The officials of 
the Union had taken a holiday and the office was closed before Xmas 
and will remain closed until the 4th January 1943. The meeting of 
the workers was called by the Compound Manager at about 5 o ’clock 
on the 28th instant, the meeting to assemble at 7 p.m. The 
Natives assembled at 7 p.m. and the Compound Manager then explained 
to them that the increase of wages would take effect from the end of 
November. Owing either to his deficiency in the Native language, or 
through an unfortunate misunderstanding, the workers understood that 
the increase would take effect from next November. This led to a 
number of questions and shouts on the part of the members of the 
meeting and the meeting broke up in disorder. While the Manager was 
returning to the office a number of Natives started throwing stones 
and this led to a fight with the Municipal Police* and subsequently 
to a fight with the Government Police and with the Militia.

I learnt at the Hospital that 111 Natives 
had been wounded in the affray and not 65 as reported in the press. 
Mr. Mampuru of the Friends of Africa and I interviewed four wounded 
Natives in the Hospital. A,hree of them stated that they were not at 
the meeting and had nothing to do with the affray and that they were 
just returning home from their work and were shot as they entered 
Proes Street. The fourth Native interviewed was at the meeting and 
was able to give a coherent account. He was very frank and stated 
that the Natives were angry bec-use their wages would not be raised 
until next November and that they started throwing stones to 
frighten the officials.

I am not at this stage concerned very much 
with the shooting and the great number of wounded, as this matter 
will no doubt be thoroughly investigated by the judicial enquiry 
which he Government is instituting. I am more concerned with the 
fact that it is quite clear that the whole terrible affair could 
have been avoided if the explanation regarding the wages had been 
made through the Trade Union officials or through some other Native 
organization. If the Municipality had dealt with the officials of 
an organized body and these officials had dealt with the Native

workers

page2/ . . .



The Secretary,
South African Trades

_an3 labour Counpil _   ̂ 30th December. Ib42.

mls!^dfrstanding or dissatisfaction on the part of 
the Natives would have been thrashed out in a different manner.

Native w o r k e r I t a?ti°n<+hlCT1 3t present exists among the 
Native workers, it is quite clear that unless Trade Unions are
organized and recognised, and unless proper bargaining channels

nin" id! ntf  as the ^etoriS  one Jfll m S l U p ^ ^  
will eventually lead toggreat bloodshed. T do not think that 
I have any need to overstress this point to the Trades and 
Lgbour Council, but I do think that this Pretoria incident must 
be used by the organized Labour movement to bring home to the° 
Governemtn the dangers of the present position aSd u?gen?

Unions r*T°Sii? 2nd dealln® " ith organised Native Trade 
unions. I feel that your organization should make immediate

6ovfrnrnent ^  the commission should go 

e “ atter aB fully 58 toto the aotual 

SpflT,fltQrv - .. 1 f 11 sending a copy of this letter to the 
^ecretary of the local body of the Trades and Labour Council

f ??,not laiow when y °nv Council will meet again, and’ I 
nf. this matter should be taken up at once before the terms
of reference of the commission are drawn.

Yours faithfully,
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PJj /Ma .

CRIME RgTUriH : YkJi 1940 . 

MOf &  (EuK^,UfiG) DlwxRICI.

CJL&.SS OF CRXMa . .

Houseureaking under £20• 170

Housebreaking over £20• 15 

Sal ebree king.

Theft under £50. 613

Theft over £50. 5

Theft from Motor Cars. 6

Theft of Motor Cars. 12

Robbery or Attempted Ro’wbery. 
European on Non-Europ.
Kon-surop. on Europ* 1
Non-surop. on Non-Europ. JO

Robbery under Arms.
European on Non-Europ.
Non-Europ. on Europ.

F^B. MCH. xvFL. M^Y JUIfc. JU~Y »UC. SEPT. M l . MfcV. Eu>C. 

155 161 164 167 167 165 157 177 160 158 20<r

16 24 2715 27 a
2

15 23

1

17 22 26

602 626 550 605 485 469 467

5 3 2 5 2 4 5

11 9

10 13
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15

11
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2
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5

15

4

12

469 516 518 545

2 5 3 7

5 6 8 7

17 19 15 24

1
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2
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2
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1
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1
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Kl'iti, Nv.
c¥ C >

1983

235

3

6463

44
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199

1
14
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35

3

« *

92

6

1

12

19

4
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1

6
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3

2182

lb

20

9

5
178

56

179

1

20

FUJCTUnXICN IK 
CRIi»E?

IK Cp^sz. DECli^S. 

$2.09%

,00.0$

0.43'X

1 .3 *

25. G*

90.9/^

a. 2%

100. o>
21. 4;

15.9%

IJon-surop. on Non-surop* 1 1 1 3 - - - - 2C0.0#

Handbag Snatching. 1 - m
- 1 - - - - 1 - 2 5 - - 1 - 40.0$

Trespass. 511 702 855 828 555 606 372 60 C 711 t*03 792 623 7943 - - 7977 2 32*0%

Possession riousebreaking 
Impler* snts.

Assault to Harm*

mm mm mm mm
OT* * * mm mm mm

•

European on Non-Europ. 3 2 2 - 1 7 5 2 2 3 2 5 34 9 - - - 40.0%
fion-iurop. on Europ. 3 - - 1 1 1 2 7 4 2 2 11 34 - - 27 . 61.8#
Non-Europ. on uon-Europ. 114 103 131 87 97 92 87 97 99 104 99 120 1230 - mm 861 14 4.8%

1485 1616 1862 1675 1500 1427 1170 1421 1533 1;>56 1639 1603 18,592 158 64 11,896 276

PCHJ**JI0N . FLUCTUATION IN P O P U ^Iiw H .
EUitwP .ioiW . EU«WX w •

NON-^uaOP&JK;. l J^4r?raS* liiidllsssii* DECREASE.



*

CHIMiS RETURN : Y&kR 1941. 

NO. 58 (BCKJDU^C) d is t r i c t .

PJS/Ma .

Ta«&u , aHR.:~7m Mad*.. FUTCT U^TICU IK

C.USS OF CRIMk. J*N • • MSS'. aPu , JUIL. JU n>uU<. j a PI * SC.fi NOV • 2id2.*

JNw •
0$ C*4ss. • dS s s m

NCK-iSJ, 
. .

R OP itui. No«
T j m :

CRIME.

Housebreaking under £2C. 165 154 165 196 210 134 139 154 191 177 182 208 2075 16 24 508 36 4.5%

Housebreaking over £20. 21 24 20 26 27 49 28 20 21 31 28 39 334 4 « » 18 Q 5 42 .0 a

Safe breaking. - 1 1 1 1 1 2 w* 1 - 1 - 9 8 - 3 ~ 200 .0a

Theft under £50. 565 553 717 622 575 523 531 535 553 653 639 588 7054 80 38 2379 168 9.1%

Theft over £50* 2 3 2 5 2 3 4 3 2 3 4 mm 33 3 19 3 25.0%

Theft fraa Motor Cars* 4 4 2 10 3 2 4 7 4 11 4 6 61 1 - 13 3 27 . 5%

Theft of Motor Cars. 27 20 17 18 34 21 16 17 9 15 14 11 219 8 10 5 - 10.0%

Bobbery or ^.ttei&pted Robbery 
European on Non-Europ, 
h'on-Eurctpw on Europ. 
Non-Europ. on Non-Kurop.

•
mm

2
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2
29

1
30

«»

2
26

1
3

23

mm

2
24

2
2
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2
4
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2

20
4
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1
4
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8
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6
36
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- 13

lo9 4

83.3/i
157.0%

0.6%

Robbery under Arms.
European on ^on-lurop. 
i*on-Europ. on Europ. 
Non-Europ. on Non-jgurop.

Handing -natohine •
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1
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1 1

«•
mm

1
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mm

••

1

2

•at

1

2

8

- - 1

3 «■ 60.0%

33.3^

Trespass* 735 569 692 752 539 797 785 740 877 882 781 508 8759 - - 8849 2 10.2%

Possession Housebreaking 
Implements.

•B m m - - - - - - «■» - - - - - - -

assault to Ham .
European on Non-Europ. 
Non-Europ. on ^urop. 
Ifon-Europ. on Non-surop.

6
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9
4
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2
4
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2
3
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1
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1
2

67

mm

3
75

1
1
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6
1
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4
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1
o
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5
6 
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3a

1335
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•»
25

1035
1
9

11.4%
8.9%

5.8%

1663 1475 1790 1975 1338 1627 1620 1617 1792 1948 1811 1651 20,307 137 72 13,230 230

POPUmllOM.

aON-Eo^iPEjuJJ 

145,700 354,000

IKGR

2 .3%

gJUCTUjJIOB IN rOFU^TlOli
HON-EULiOP;t
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o u s a  of  ckimji:.

Housebreaking under £20.

Housebreaking over £20.

Safe breaking.

Theft under £50.

Theft over £50.

Theft from Motor Cars.

Theft of Motor Cars.

Robbery or Attempted Robbery. 
European on Non-Eurcp. 
Kon-iiurop. on ^urop. 
Non-irurop. on Non-Europ.

Robbery under Arms.
European on i^on—“urop. 
Non-^urop. on £urop / 
Non-Europ. on Ilon-Europ.

Handbag Snatching.

Trespass.

Possession Housebreaking 
Implements.

assault to liars..
European on Non-.airop.
No n-Europ. on -fi-urop* 
Noa-Europ. on Kon-Surop.

fihiax. RETURN : Y_hR 1^42. 

NC.« 38 (BOiWBUaG). .HirfTXlICT.

PJ-/M*.

.  im- MmBGu *PRI~ MaY J U N i j .

T O f i i M  N O
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TW Sii.

12 

1
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FiJJCTUjfcTAOiH IK 
CHIKE.

7 .1%

1.855

50. 0#

4.0$

3C.5* 

67* 0^

50.0% 
33*3? 
17. 2^

100.0;4
200*0$

87.5.1

25.3 /

300.0*

36. 3% 
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8 .6#

53.0,»

—
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*OPUUTIOM.
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CHILL \\Etc US : YL.-JI 1939. 

AiO» 59 (JOirlA:. .^liUiiG) DI.iHICT

POT,.*. :.G.
i..... . m ■ 11 j g .

:c;\ . , . .

CJ-a8S OF CHIME. JAK,► W m ‘. fctCH.> APL ■» M I Ju:Q iTULY AUG. SSPT.• OCT, 

347

. MOv ,, DSC. CASSii. ADULTS. ju to .. ,_4' U ;. .

993

TOfs. '

Housebreaking under £20, 341 318 340 346 288 262 296 376 344 336 352 3,956 141 32 140

Housebreaking over £20. 52 41 47 49 40 33 45 49 58 52 56 53 575 43 5 222 23

Safebreaking* 2 2 2 2 «a» 1 2 2 1 3 2 4 23 3 - mm -

Theft under £$0* 1259 1240 1304 1200 1258 1114 1223 1208 1145 1271 1246 1326 14# 813 320 79 4539 273

Theft over £50* 23 17 23 28 18 16 16 22 . 21 19 22 27 252 26 - 42

Theft from Kotor Cars, 138 145 135 109 164 14? 127 180 149 161 152 169 1,876 29 9 165 20

Theft of Motor Cars. 98 108 91 80 70 52 52 73 84 35 84 85 962 74 9 45 4

Robbery or Attempted Bobbery 
European on fton-surop.

•
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 12 4

Bon-i£urop«on European. 2 3 2 9 4 6 3 .3 11 10 11 4 68 • » 29 1
Non-Surop.on ^on-Europ. 55 72 65 74 65 62 71 64 88 104 ao 86 886 - 388 4

Bobbery under Arms.
i2uropean on Non-Surop. _

am 1 1 mm mm

«on-Uurop.on surop. - - «■» - f ** - - - - - - — • 4M» . .

Non-tstirop. on Non-gurop. mm « • 1 — • - - mm - - mm 2 3 mm
- - -

* Hendbeg Snatching. 7 11 7 7 6 - 8 4 4 2 3 7 66 - - 14 7

Trespass* 411 p49 735 631 503 630 735 590 423 578 1225 524 7000 6 mm 6866 3

Possession Housebreaking 2 1 • 5 _ • » 1 2 1 12 _

8
Implements.

Asssult to harm*
European on JNon-fiurop* 6 2 2 3 3 2 4 4

4 5
1 2 6 35 11 2 -

Non-surop. on surop* 9 9 13 3 4 6 4 7 1 7 77 mm *» 30
Hon- -urop. on <on- iirop* 285 286 255 305 241 190 255 247 257 277 209 272 3079 - - 1735 j>8

2691 2795 >021 28^1 2669 2523 2841 2827 26 i, Q 29*il 343C 2927 34,006 657 136 li>, 076 513

FLUCT'JAT JGr. II? 
CHIM E

IKCR&ASE. DfiCn^.S.

y
* wPlWTICi-;.

/Jtiw

289,000 315*>00.

ĝ UCTÛ -rXwij Ifl .-wrU^Xlui^ ■

2,4%

,«Jw .
H jil . fafcC j i ■

3#

<■ • t  /c  / A v  / tflyl



oaias arom a _L a. 194 o,

jroupuj^ricti.

EUROPj w w . M&M-aURC^.^Uiw 

296,900 .525,100

F^uciu^iio^ ii; popu^iioa.

decr

2.7$

JM-.

3.12&

Ci«vuw wF CR±m& . J i J i f . FSB. MCK. • Mijf JUN- JU~Y ~UG., w..PT . OCT.» m ? .- DEC.
IGTiu- HO. 
Of Cao£u .

TOTiu- ARRSJTii i&xD*.
mm  --- wocrtfe

iviAii(Tfc>. JUV . aIXJa*T»j .
OPEaH.
J O T A

Fi-UCTUAT10M IN 
Citikb. 

Ii*CiW.^i.» DECHiî uu

Housebreaking under £20. 307 363 344 415 408 400 456 473 445 451 466 479 5007 60 24 1099 43 26. 5$

Housebreaking over £20. 59 57 57 76 94 97 96 98 94 79 96 105 1008 25 3 248 15 75.3#

^afe breaking. 3 1 1 1 1 10 1 1 ' ~ - 1 4 - 24 4 - 6 - 4 ,3^

Theft under £50. 1404 1400 1 374 1425 1151 1382 1402 1249 1^45 1214 1360 155^ , 15,864 255 65 4239 367 7.136

Theft over £50» 22 29 31 20 14 18 26 26 26 17 23 22 274 15 - 50 - 1.8,,

Theft from Motor Cars. 145 149 151 156 134 118 131 143 140 145 138 166 1716 1 13 514 12 8.5/-'

Theft of Motor Cars. 91 94 74 66 82 81 93 75 59 53 69 99 936 74 12 89 - 2.7%

Robbery or attempted Robbery. 
European on ilon-Europ. 2 1 1 2 4 1 4 3 2 mm 20 11 7 mm 66*6/
Hon-Europ. on European. 10 6 11 7 3 6 9 6 5 8 9 89 - - 45 3 30.15S
Non-Europ. on Non-Europ* 89 82 99 96 90 67 62 81 72 68 90 84 980 - mm 514 22 1.06/L

Robbery under Arias.
European on Non-Europ. ri mm mm * * mm «•- 1. --
Non-Europ. on Europ. 
Non-Europ. on Won-Europ. - - 1 - - - mm

- - - * •  -

<N»

1

«a>

-

mm

1

mm

33. ;

Handbag ^natohing. 5 7 6 4 4 10 14 7 9 17 12 10 105 * - 18 5 59. r ;

Trespass. 776 776 779 881 824 310 752 824 774 782 810 792 9580 - - 9579 16 37.0%

Possession Housebreaking - 1 1 mm • - ~ - 1 - 1 3 7 1 • 7 41,6
Implements#

assault to Harm.
European on Hon-Europ. 6 2

' CL 

> 1 2 2 2 4 2 1 2 1 30 15 14.3
JS on* Euro p. on Europ. 6 10 7 4 3 4 7 7 4 3 5 3 63 aw -

2 9 1 18.21
M  on- Europ.  on K  o  n -  _ur <jp. 2 5 0 2 4 7 2 7 0 2 6 0 241 2 0 8 2 4 2 2 4 6

2 3 5 2 3 0 2 0 5 3 3 7 2 9 7 2 - • 2164 25 3 . 4 ?

3 1 7 5 3 2 2 5  3212 3414 3055 3214 3294 3244 3011 3072 3292 3468 38,676 461 124 18,602 509
,



140. 39 (JOiL-jSiM îiURO) DISTRICT.

TOTAL NO.
ToTaL *hR£ST3 MAD*.. FLUCTUATION IAI

Ci.2koii U  GRIMi. JAM.■ Ztt<- MCH.- APE.. iiAjf. JUNE JULY AUG.. sjypg • OCT-- MOV.. DEC. 0# CASEb, ^DULTS. auUl t : . m w : INCREASE. DECREASE.

Housebreaking under £ 2 0 , 339 310 362 359 371 371 418 394 371 419 368 421 4593 $8 18 704 53 9«0S$
Housebreaking over £ 2 0 . 80 74 79 83 81 81 94 100 88 67 69 74 970 14 10 261 16 3*7$

Eafebreaking. 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 - 1. 2 3 - 16 1 11 33.3%

Theft under £ .% , 1206 1124 737 1153 1216 1197 1161 1178 1192 1202 1149 1139 13,654 178 59 4714 270 13.9 a

Theft over £50* 17 15 19 18 18 23 25 19 27 22 32 21 256 22 —- 65 1 6.5*
Theft from Motor Cars. 70 87 75 76 117 155 173 160 154 90 120 96 1373 5 7 354 39 19«9>-
Theft of Motor Cars. 129 110 115 123 118 61 127 111 118 146 146 30 1334 181 34 84 . 42.7*

Robbery or Attempted Roobery 
European on Hon-Europ. 
lion-Europ. on Europ.
Non-Europ. on Non-Europ.

•
2
5

65

1
5

80

1
4

82
8

75

2
5

94

2
7

76

1
8

94
13

81

m

» 17 
99

1
8

100

1
7

96

1
8

101

12
95

1043

7 « •

MW 21
663

2
23

5.6#
6.4#

40.

Robbery under Arms. 
European on Won-Europ. 
Non-Europ. on Europ*
Non-r,urup. on Non-surop.

<■»

mm 1 • *

-

mm

1
2

« •

mm

1
- 1

1
1
2 1

3
S

•m

mm

2
11

-

SJ
V
M
 

O 
O

 
O 

O

Handbag Snatching. 9 4 13 14 9 15 19 7 12 3 6 7 118 - - 56 9 12*3#

Trespess. 533 497 621 717 596 531 520 741 544 692 682 455 7129 1 - 7044 6 25.5$

Possession Housebreaking 
Implements.

2 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 17 mm «• 12 - 142.8$

assault to Harm.
European on Eon-iurop. 
Non-Europ. on Europ.
Eon-Europ. on Non-,%urop.

1
5

212

3
20

250

2
9

296

2
3

249

1
5

254

4
5

245

3
5

220

4
14

311

3
5

295

3
10

326

2
8

313

3
15

292

31
104

3263

26
*m

5
mm

mm

mm

96
2269

3
40

3 .3  £ 
65.03$

9*7%

2726 2585 241? 2884 2390 2778 2871 3136 2927 3094 3006 2665 33,979 489 133 16,367 462

POPULATION.

EUROPEAN:;. NON-£URO='.;^fr.

305,100 335,600

FLUCTUATION Hi POPULATION 
LuROPMlfc:  UOX-MiG. 

BlCRMbr. LECR-...a..............................

2 .«£ 2.6%



CRUaE RETURN : rg*R 1942.

CLjujS OF CRIME.

Housebreaking under £20*

Housebreaking over £20*

£>&£ ebreaking.

Theft under £50.

Theft over £50*

Theft from Motor CarB.

Theft of Motor Care.

Robbery or Attempted Robbery, 
European on Non-Europ. 
Non-Europ. on ~urop* 
Non-Europ* on Non-Europ.

Robbery under jjrma.
European on Non-Europ* 
Non-Europ. on iiurop. 
Non-Europ. on Non-Ear op*

HfcJidbaiS onatohin^*

Trespass*

Possession Housebreaking 
Implements.

Assault to Hera.
European on Non-Europ. 
Kon-iurop. on i,urop* 
Non-Europ. on Non-Europ,

J t t f i j . F E B .•m S w
M i i R C h . * £ R I L

M I
J U N ^

4 6 2 3 9 9 4 8 1 5 5 4 4 7 3 4 9 6

8 1 1 0 9 1 2 5 1 3 3 1 7 4 136
4 2 2 2 3 3 .

1 1 6 8 1 1 7 7 1 2 6 5 1306 1 2 1 3 1 1 6 4

2 8 2 4 2 9 2 8 3 2 2 3

1 5 3 88 1 1 4 120 1 5 1 1 5 3

1 9 5 1 2 5 136 1 2 5 1 0 7 1 1 7

1 1 1 1
1 9 1 4 7 4 a 8
8 9 1 4 0 1 6 7 9 7 9 6 9 6

3  4  *  2  3  2

8 9  2  2  4  3
3 6 2  3 4 7  3 6 4  2 9 0  292 252

TOTa - NO.
s m s fa z :.

2865

7 6 3

16

7 2 9 3

1 6 9

7 7 9

305

4

6 0

6 8 5

2 6

3 9 9

1 4

2 8

1 9 0 7

9
1 3 2 4

fluctuation in 
-- claET.---

INCHED E . Da C H ^ .

2 1 8 503 3 6 > 2 . 5 *

1 0 3 1 6 1 5 5 9 . 5 $

m 4H.
1 0 - 7 7 . 7 $

7 1 1 5 2 5 6 9 1 0 6 9 . 5 *

9 - 2 7 6
5 3 * 3 *

1 6 2 9 3 2 0 3 2 *  5 ^

8 3 5 - 2  2 . 5 $

1
• » mm

76.5;C
45.0%

- 1 2 5 2 2 12 m
1 4 1100. 0*

«** ■"* 1 2 1 5 9
m 11 - 200. 0*

11 11 8 12 12 1 3 6 7  & 3 1 - 4 . 9 *

5 4 8 6 1 6 5 5 0 670 8 3 5 6 2 3 3 8 4 7 - 3 8 6 4 - 10. 0*

1 -
mm - 2 3 6 - 6 -

7 . 5 %

41.5?
24.5^

50. 0/

33.3$

3132 3067 3254 3353 >409 3109

*------— ------------------------

19.329 ^26 35 9332 178

P i . J W . H 1 0 M .

H J B O F S a N S .  t l O N - j g t a O P i j U b . i s o r i a I

1 n a g m z f e x  i »  r o s a u a i a *

a o t i . j t a a a ^ .

to - O  %

liTriltnifWtnW -1—1.1 "rrtWMftftHWBftt YjAffrr'



inj *  ‘tv- vxvnuu,b.nawi k *

T0a Ai. mRRBml'H MaD*. FUJCTUjlTION in

O i .,^  Orr CrilM^. H I * FEB. MC11. iftPi.. H&Y JUN« JUjl.Y *u g . JEPT. COT. NOV. DEC.
TOTkL h o . 
oi* Cjt,jii>>.

EUROPEAN . H0H-JJH0P-*U . 
,J3U«TS. JUVER. ADUJTS. jfUVS?.

”  CSTme.  ........

Housebreaking under £20. 17 22 25 26 14 15 17 18 20 28 26 32 260, 70 9 103 5

Housebreaking over £ 2 0 . 9 5 4 3 4 4 1 5 8 10 4 4 61 10 - 4 4 3

S&febresking. 1 - - -
mm mm - - - - - 1 - 2 - -

Theft unde” *.50. 197 192 220 209 219 2 4 9 236 2 7 6 292 263 231 2 2 6 2 8 0 0 25 27 958 2 8

Theft over £50. « • - 2 5 2 2 - 1 3 3 3 1 22 2 mm 7 -

Theft from Motor Cars. -
m 1 2 - 3 - mm - 1 - 1 8 - - ** -

Theft of wiotor Cars. 1 ? 4 8 8 3 1 9 2 1 8 2 54 3 7 13 -

Robbery or Attempted Robbery, 
European on iSioa-Europ.

»

.
mm _

• »

Non-Europ. on Surop. • - - - - - - - - - mm 1 1 • 3
Non-iiurop. on Non-Europ. 2 6 5 4 2 3 1 8 4 7 10 5 57 «■» 2 40 2

Robbery under *rma.
European on won-Europ. mm mm

Non-_urop. on ^urop. - - mm - - - - - - - - - mm - — . . _

Non-Europ. on Eon-Europ. — m
- - - - - - - - - - - mm - - -

Handbag Snatohing. - - - - - 1 mm - - - -
•mm 1 - 1 -

Trespass. 74 71 41 36 42 47 46 80 73 62 » 64 694 - - 680 2

Possession Housebreaking • _ . . . . _ — _ aa

Implements.

assault to Harm.
European on won-Europ. mm 1 1 1
Non- ,urop. on Europ. 1 - mm - - - - - - 2 1 - 4 • — 7 am

Non-Surop. on Nou-Europ. 21 2 9 24 3 3 26 23 26 22 17 38 23 15 302 - - 304 -

323 336 326 326 317 350 328 419 419 415 370 341 4,266 Ill 47 2,160 40

iWUwvTIvti. FUfCTU^XXwH Ifl POPlW iiOft.
i f l l f l O P & M S . k c h - J u  .io;CX>. 

EL)R0j*Eivftk* » X̂G,N — EUR O P • I-Uu i\ ,uytv>A.» DECREm-w.̂ .. IIIC.t^L^..

49,800 126,600 2.2$ - 4.1#

. i - , l i l i ^ îifiiiiilM.̂irtSfRir̂  ^!ĥ‘-rŜianfiCiT̂r‘ V-nftrVjgf̂ MiWTfriiiiiirM \iMt nam\T\iir Ti-iilinTiiirf-riiMniWMMMi i MiiiMTiinniifi —mrf in n tin .. 1



PJS/MA.

CRIuL RETURN ; YnuJA 1940. 

NO. 40 (KRUOER^DCR-) .,I.--.g  ̂. .

TO I:Ai. CRESTS MAEft* FLUCTUATION in

CL*w- OF CHIMu. JAN * FEB. Mai. APL* HUY JUN., JULf n JG • SEPT. OCT. MOV . jJi~\j .
TUT*- NO.
W 'CTfcs*

OTROPSjJN. 
-CULTS. JlfVEN.

K 9 = l
JXfJFa

jRoima* 
. JUVST.

crIml

IMCHE^Bii. DECREE

Housebreaking under £20# 33 21 20 22 31 22 29 19 22 38 29 26 312 11 25 102 2 20*0%

Housebreaking over £20• 8 7 4 4 5 10 5 mm 6 2 5 4 60 1 6 54 1 1*611

d afebreaking. 1 - 1 - - - -

Theft under £50* 292 268 281 261 294 248 280 240 272 256 246 252 3190 12 17 946 54 13.5^

Theft over £50. 1 1 1 - 2 1 1 2 4 1 - mm 14 mm - 3 - 36.5/fc

Theft from Motor Cars. 1 1 3 5 - - - - 37.5*

Theft of ,.iotor Cars. 5 - 5 5 4 1 5 4 14 4 5 4 56 5 - 17 - 3.5£

Robbery or ^ttex. pted Robbery* 
European on Non-Europ. 
Non-^urop. on surop. 
Non-Europ* on Non-«urop* 5 4

mm

6
1
6

mm

6 3
2
9 8

I
12 11 9

2
10

6
89

•» - 1
55

1
2

«3.5^
35.8;,

Robbery under Arius.
European on Non-Europ* 
Non- Eur-p. on Sur op *
Hon-Europ* on Hon-Eurcp.

-
-

mm

- mm - - - - mm

1 1 mm 4 «■ 100.0%

Handbag .snatching. 2 - 1 - 1 mm 2 1 - 1 1 - 9 - - 1 - 800#

Trespass* 53 105 89 81 103 78 134 71 59 38 93 256 1190 mm •ft 1192 - 71*5%

Possession Housebreaking 
Implements.

1 * • * ** mm
«■ 1 — • * * 2 •ft ** 3 - 200.0$

assault to Harm.
Europ. on Non-surop*
Non-Europ. on Europ*
Non-surop* on v3on-rurop. 32 41

2

32
1

54 39

1

25 31 25 25

5
•e

9
1

17

2
2

28

10
6

358

9
ft*

-

320 1

900.0% 
50.0 a
11.556

433 443 444 415 487 3«9 498 571 415 415 408 566 5 , 2 8 9  38 46 2,681 41

PwPUwvTIUN.

EUROPE^.,. HCN-EURC,^.^.

FU/ClUiiTiOii IK POPU

liroasAMA.

I ION.



CHia* BgTUBM : itJUi. r.

■ B S B T j S f i

OF CHIME. 1&N . Fiiib» ach. «pju* M sl JUN^

i

JV~Y *US. jj-tuT * 00] . BUV. LaC*
TwTiii- NO. 
OF Ciu»Eij.

Housebreaking under £20. 33 35 47 41 31 18 35 32 27 3! 50 34 418

Housebreaking over £2C. 2 4 9 3 9 9 8 1 5 1* 5 10 84

iafebreaking. - 1 - - - - -
t

« 1 - 2

Theft under £50. 273 275 273 245 247 264 284 266 249 258 272 234 3138

Theft over £50. 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 5 2 24

Theft from Motor Cars. 1 1 2 1 - 3 - - 3 - 2 13

Theft of Motor Cars. 7 5 10 10 6 2 5 7 4 4 2 6 68

Hoiibery or Attempted Robbery. 
European on Non-Europ. m 1 1 mm 2
Non-Europ. on Europ. - 2 - - - mm - — * 1 2
Non-Europ. on Non-Europ. 3 6 Q 9 5 12 7 7 4 1 9 9 11 95

fiobbery under Arms.
European on Non-Europ, m —

TOT*- i ^ S... FLUCTUATION IK
I.OaC?^u^. NON-EUriuPwuv. c liim

JUV^,. Jl/VUv . li.Ui^^i.. DECai..^.,,,

1 2  3 3 %  4 #

4  4 0 . 0 £

2 0 0 . 0 #

21

4

3

2

16

5

16

157

40

2

1060

2

mm

a

3
69

77 1 * 5 *

4 1 .  5 .

160.0a

21.1

POO . Oa 
1  2 0 . 0 a  

6 . 5 %

NOG-.airop. on .urop*
Non- sur op. on Non-.Mr op*

Handbag Snatching .

Trespass.

■Possession Housebreaking 
Implements*

a s s a u l t  t o  H a r t u .

European on Non-surop.
Non- Eur op. on u.ur op • 
Non-^urop. on Non-Europ.

179 109 218 142 117 74 105 167 180

-
2<7 256 259

2

2073

2

2073

1 0 0 . 0 $

47*1%

37 2? 32 25 3* 31 29

1

1

21 58
1

33 18

2
2

350
1

322
3 * 5 #

100.0^
77 .7 a

2 0 0 . 0 , *

80.0 a
6 6 *  6 a

542 467 601 480 451 415 4?5 503 514 6l| 635 578 6,279 32 39 3,739 102

#

P0PUWTI0N.

i C u R C P j ^ i . . < S .  H O h - B . U d O P . ^ N w .

FUj'CTJ^TIQN IN POPU^TIuN .

I | § > ^ * .  D ^ C N ^ w * . .  I u C a ^ l .  ^ C H E ; w ,

52,400 1 j>4,200.

3 ' d  %

2. 2% 2 * 4 ^

'■Wi .. . . . .



CjutvwS OF

Housebreaking under £ 20*

Housebreaking over £20*

Safe breaking.

Theft under £50,

Theft over £50.

Theft from Motor Cars.

Theft of Motor Cars.

Robbery or Attempted Robbery, 
European on Non-Europ* 
Kon-Eur op. on -aurop.
;;on- iurop. on Non-Burop.

Robbery under Arms.
European on Non-Europ, 
Ivon-Europ* on iiurop* 
Non-Europ. on Mon-»surop*

Handbag Snatching,

Trespass,

Possession Housebreaking 
implements,

assault to Harm*
European on Kon»3urop, 
Non-Surop, on -or op* 
Kon-Europ* on won- jrop*

35

8

mm

254

1

1
9

135

S M »

45

10

■a

224

7 

2

8

110

i&iRCH

42

12

272

3

6

2

6

135

CRIME R

K0* 40 (KH

pyyijr iI : \ 1942.

-PHIL LbvY JUNE JULY.
f

36 48 29 11

15 17 11 4 

2

260 232 260 91

1 4 - 2

t v W

PJS/MA.

•  n .

TOT**, aRRSSTS M^DE. 
ilW Oriw .. tiCE-EU.<0PE^. 

tjjjiL. JuVi,„, . juTIjL

FUJCTUyTlOSIR 
CRIME. 

INGrt^wE.

85 15

12 10
1
4

136

1

139 208 42

LECRukSE .

41.11*

7 7
OB mm

8 -
8 . 3 3 %

2 - - - -

9 3 1 4 1 5 3 3 2 8
4 9 * 2 0 a

1 8 2 - 3 -
5 3 * 3 5 *

2
3 -

_

-
1 5 . 3 8

2 7 2 - 1 - 6 0  .  3 >

I  2 - - - 2 0 0 , 0 / .

2

5 9 -

«■>

mm

mm

5 1

mm
6 0 i  

3 7 * 8 8 ;

1

1

-

mm
3

mm

± © G , S < -  

1 0 0 .  0 >

2 - - 1 - 2 0 0 . 0 #

0 5 - - 904 m
5 6 * 3 4 /

- — mm

1
2

34 47

3

25

1

36
•• mm

22 22 2

5
2

18S

5 - - 
- - 2  -

139

60*0

46.28

483 462 507 500 473 549 158 V
4

VN ro 29 2 1 , 7 3 0  43

POFU^.TION, ION IK P0PULf 1 TICft »

NON-EUROPE^ *6 .
[• KON-EJROF^NS.

. . , 0  ;a r •
IiiiCR . I)iLCiiEtt.Si-.
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appointed to investigate th« position of ovlmm on the 

Witwaterarand nnti Pretoria have the honour to submit the 

following report:-

M a w s ; k a«

, 1* Hhm tenae of r<&f®jr«nce era iiren Is mlmtm Ho*

■ 1/4A/42 dieted the 6tJ* July, 19#*?, fro® the Smpmrttmnt 

of Juetiee ar*d ninute i;o. lJtt/555 of the lith July* 

W ? I  fross the t epartn&nt of Setlve Affairs; they 

at* ee followsi-

"fo In w t l i^ t e  tfee alleged wave of ariise ©a 

"the Wltweterarand »ad la Pretoria and to Investigate 

"the problen of unemployed and vagrant natives 

"(Ineludinfjf Juveniles) on the Sfltvaterarand and la 

"and around the Urbaa area of Pretoria, la ao far as 

'’It offeete the Inoidenos of criie end to sutolt for 

*the eonslderation of the Government reoomaendat 

H#* 'o  the beet saethod of bringing auoh nntivea 

"und*r adequate supervision and oontrol with a vie* 

*to the prerentIon of erlse, dleorderlineas and 

"other ttalpraetleea."

FACTOiiS aiVXHO iUiSE TO ttm APPOlUTfcCSJhP

--------& . m  w f f w *  ......... -

2 * oirouwatnnoea landing up to the ap-olateent

of the comnlttee are the outeense of a discussion 

will oh took plaoe between the Honourable the minister

/fo r * . . . .



for Ifetiee Affair#, the Honourable the Minister of 

Justice and a deputation fro® the Johannesburg City 

Council end other publle eea of Johannesburg on the 

alarming increase in eerloua oriwe on the 

irltwatereraad •

iagaiaajff t o .o.o w »it x s b *

The following persona were appointed as 

aenbers of your comlttee:-

Kr. S .K . laiiott 

Mr. j . m. arlnk

Lt. Cel. O .J .T . isorelt

Councillor a . Us»»iRk 

Dr. f.C .tJ . Blaabeaek

Mr. & . las liar.den

Mr. ;irent

Mr. jr. Baker

Or. A .3 . Xwaa

Mr. B .7 . selope Them® 

Hr. S .P . Mqttbuli.

Baeiatrate (Chalm an). ,

native Commissioner, 
^obanncsburg.

tftptttf CoeMaieaiottnr of 
bailee. »itw*t*rerand.

ItlUUMiNfg.

feed lee 1 offleer of 
health, Hoodepeert.

Ka&e«sr# Sftwteipal 
Motive Affaire 
Department # Jokanneebur*.

Konaytsr» Pretoria 
sewiielpel retire Affaire 
l«pert»ent.

Location auperintanient* 
3oksburg.

President <2eneral, 
African National C^ngree*

Editor.

Hie Committee eat on days In JoMBaeebarg

and one toy In Pretoria and took evidence from 

witnesses.

The enquiry in which the Cocsalttee ia en^n^ed  ̂

fella naturally into three divisions:-



(a) To investigate the alleged ware of or Use on 

the Witwetererand and in Pretoria*

(b) To Investig»te the problem of unemployed 

end vagrant natives ( including Juveniles)

on the Witwatersrand and in end around the .. 

Urban aree of Pretoria in ao far aa it affeete 

the incidence of arlase, and

(a) To sub&it recommendations aa to the beat

nethod of bringing each natives under adequate 

supervision and control with a view to the

prevention of criaus, dieortf rliness »nd other 

Malpractices.

It w ill be observed that the Investigation 

into the aliened srine wave on the •*itws*tererend end 

in Pretoria covers all sections of the and

ie not confined to the native pepuletioa.

The first question, t here fore 9 which it wes 

neceesary to investigate was whether, in fact, 

conditions which oigbt properly be described aa a 

wave of criss* have recently existed and ere now 

continuing on the I itwatererand and in Pretoria*

U L A JL - Jtt-

the mmmt amp wmimzm ow cnmu m 
THE Vlfliim tttiB) AUii IM ?m  BUMS 
--------M tM JLZ ____________

Any conclusions regerding any alleged increase 

of erlae at the present t i n  end during a 

eoaperatively recent period must, necessarily, be 

baaed on the coneidered opinions of reeponsibls 

Police Official® and on sueh statistical data as 

may be available*
A t ............



/

a.

I

It la , of conree, essential to boar la mind 

that in considerlas this question the word "crime* 

must ho regarded es connoting only tho aero 

serious offensee, whether sgai&st person or 

property, which for tho most part fell within the 

eeope of tho common law and, therefore, excludes 

tho /treat body of mlsdemeanoura relating to 

contraventions of {statutory enactments, uunielpal 

by-lawa end ^vurnm nt regularlone. Xt is* 

moreover, isaoesfiary to r*i«ember that statiotloo 

of orimo oan only conroy a true picture of tho 

position if they are carefully related, met only 

to ear laeroaso or dooroaeo la the population of 

the areas concerned, hot also to eueh factore as 

mMaplmyiiwmt, oooaomlo stress and the adequacy or 

otherwise of the foraea of law eaforoament during 

tha period under eenaidereti*!!*

tm o m A u  G H i m ,

The consensus of Police opinion is that there 

hee boon no inorease in TSurooean orimo of reeent 

years end this riew appears to be substantially 

supported by the statistical figures which arm 

quoted hereinafter. it w old  bo contrary to a 

ecmmon-eeaee riew of probabilities to eeeume that 

tho recruitment of many thousands of mem in the 

prime of life  for eetiwe eemriee from all sections 

of tho oofciminity, thoir subjection to military 

dieeipllno and remowal to territories outaide ths 

Union hare had no effect upon the incidence of 

European crime of recent yeare. There are, 

however, fitotore of a more permanent nature which, *"



ill sll probability, contribute lo m H i  the relativt 

decrease which we have already noted. for example, 

the la tm tln g  sttM tlos directcd by prison 

M lhorilltt to the reformation of prisoners vhils 

serving their sentences end the sustalnsd sad 

suoeeesful activitlee of sush organisations ss the 

Prisoners* Aid Society end the Juvenile Affairs 

3o«rd s ll , doubtless, contribute to turn the foot* 

stops of Bsny lnelplsst sad potentlsl erlalnale 

to law~abiding and honest ways of life .

JHMMWRWttM CB1KK.

Bis problem of *e*~£<irepean a rime, wMeh, for 

the purposes of this investigsties is restrletod 

to eristoo canaltted by members of the native 

population, presents greater difflevities then that 

vhish Ikes already been briefly considered in the 

preceding oeotioa dealtag with serapeaae. vt»e 

fsetors fifiaft rise to native lawlessness sad 

eriao will be dealt with boresrter in pert 111 of 

thie r*eort when remedial measures are suggested, 

ffco question whether we ere new fusing n substantial 

iaereese in native crime does not psrnit of s slear> 

out end categorical affirmative or negative.

Here, ea In the eeee of the £uropeua population, 

the r«percussions of ths war eaanot be ignored.

There is s continual ebb and flow in employment.

Seem induatries are closing down or greatly 

restricted while others are expandlug. Jteny 

thousands of natives hsve enrolled in native units 

of the Defsneo Force; economic stresses are 

aggravated by increased cost of living, housing

/shortage.• . • •



shortage, transport d ifficulties sad other related 

festers. These olrouast moss inevitably aoaifeet 

IhtHM lvss is serious « t f « , souse of which are 

anti>aeclsl. Then, again, the very substantial 

reduction of the Police Foree la 1940 , due to the 

forestion of e ^ollss Brigade for active service, 

undoubtedly afforded greet tor liberty ef set loo to 

the erialoftl elcaents of the population, although 

this, la torn, see, to soae extant, oousteraeted 

the following year owing to the asseaptloa toy 

aesjbera e f  the Girls Guards of tat lee aoreally 

perforated toy the Police fores. After aafclag dee 

aliewsaee for ell these airew»stanees it appsere 

et leeet doubtful whether there has beea soy 

serious increase la astire erlas during the pest 

fee years. it wuet not toe suppose*, however, thet 

the erldeaee la support of this soaelusloa is as 

positive ead ualttpeaehabls so to sxolude all doutot 

as to its correctness; ead the Ceanlttee wishee to 

wmkm it  elear beyond a ll questlea thst the osteal 

position ea regards aatlrs crime and eriaiaale is 

one of cxtreae gravity.

A point which should aot toe lost eight of la 

this connection is that it does aot always follow 

that whoa sritts la very prsvaleat that thsrs is  

necessarily a eloee correspondence toetwees the 

nuabar of orlnes sctsaltted sad the mxatoer of 

srlnlaals toy whoa theee offences ere perpetrated, 

la ether words* ths existence of gangs of 

experieaeed Motive criminals oust, unfortum tely, 

toe regarded ae proved; ead, furthermore, it mist 

tos eostmed that, before toeing brought to Justice, 

•««h  gangs are soastlSKS eeverelly responsible for

/ • ............



10.

■ number of offoaooo largoly 1» w m m  of th« 

nuabar of M aters sonposing any particular gaii«, 

Tbis, of ooursa, also appllsa to axparisnoad

erlfcinj'la who, o>iag tc a «w A ifiiU d a  of w um iai 

and luok, *ra ablo individually to porpstrata many 

erinso bafora boiims brought to book. Tferaa e a rn  

nov bofor# the Courts llluatrata (ho pointo now 

ttautionad. A Sativa la standing bio trial on 9© 

oounts of houaabremkia*j ooaaalttod o^or 0 period of 

alx tracks, another an 2J» oounta durian tho mm 

parloo, two iJative Jtnrusilo adults «ra oonoarnad 

in 40 or t*ora counts of houaabro«kl»«» Tbaso 

four natiras «jfo poaaioly guilty or aany othsr 

oounto wbia.i oan&ot bo brought boeo to tho*.

It ean bo or 14 that tboso feativao by tbaawalvoo 

arsatsd a minor ariita w v «  daring |h« asriod 

aoverad by ibalr oporatiofto.

Ifoara ara nony slailar oaooo j.ondla,..

i n u r a i f t *

*0 do not pro?tooo ta bardaa tala ra?>ort altb 

aanasassary statlatlas, it is , aoasvsr, naaossary 

ta quota in soaa detail tho flo r a s  aappliad by tha 

Pol loo Vmr>*iTtn9nt.

m m u *

SEStSaSE MeaT£uropoaffii total.

Population 1999 80,000 oo.aoo 120,eoo.

1940 90,000 4 1 ,6 ,0  191,60c.

19*1 100,093 #2,000 142,099.

W «  104,000 49,200 147,200.

/B a r io u a .....



1939 896}  w c ««  reported.

1940 9190 ■ «

19*1 9518 •  *

19*2 *750 * to 5©tfe June.

The ratio par 1,000 lit*

1959 7 .4

19*0 6 .9

1941 6 .5

1942 6 .4  for firat elx acatka.

isxsifisu- Mmdtimmm* aa a»
1959 477,500 775#7oo l,255,2oo .

W O  490,500 800,100 l #290»tU0*

1941 505,200 821,800 1 ,525 .000.

1942 A M  5?f to flgnrea for 1941.

1959 54,006 aaaaa repartad.

1940 58,676

1941 55,979

1942 19*529 * *  to 50tl* June.

Tkm ratio par 1,000 la :*

1959 10 .2

1940 10.2

1941 10 .7

1942 12 .6  if  the average eeatlaaae.

The nea~£uropeaa papulation aaa only be 

eatineted, the laat eeneua aaa taken during 19

/ T h e . . . . .



The nurcbrr of houeshr«?*in« o« h *  reports* 

and tha straher of persons arrested is tbo 

Johanftsshurs Matriot in sennastios therewith 

for eash nonth of tills ynar, <?lvee a el ear 

indioatlon of tbs atata of e f iM  aovsrlag tho 

P«rlodi of this allsgsd "arias wars".

12*2 MO. CSSSS
gegorted.

Arreste 

i M M M  Jf&UXSl

Value of 
i^roperty

M t t t ,

Value of
Property
Heeoversa

January 505 16 105 615*093 £1,1*5.

February 539 51 125 £12,09* £1 ,* 0* .

Marsh *66 15 117 £11.591 * 1 ,* ? * .

April 5»9 ? £15*750 *1 ,928 .

May 550 15 W £17*506 c l.957 .

K u m 579 It ill rlO ,957 £1,500.

July 560 10 86 £9,519 £1,527.

AttfUSt 55® • U 5 £ie,75f £2,127.

Os tha 5th Kay, 19*2, the relax*tion of tha 

Pass La* was put Into o par at ion. that affaot 

this eoasssslos has and is liksly to hars on arias 

sasnot jrst ha oorrastly estiemted as tha svidene* 

plseed hsfora us doss not Justify any definite 

eonolualoa.

11. Ths lsfoxMsties contained is tha ststistiss

sat out is ths preeeding ssstios may ha usefully 

sspplsnsntsd is relation to ao»e pertisuler sattars 

with whish so sill now briefly deals*

(s) Hohberles hy natives on natives sontinus to 

ho suae roue. Those eristes are, is s grsst 

Majority of sasss, aaaooiatsd with ths sals
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