
Population*

Hi aterj t

Praaar t 
Position

-i2x*Xt t 6,000 - O*00C
h..■»»■ ■<«. aburg i 2,000 also aat r>*nd

i*bf%tfa i 1,600 »st Hand
Capa Tjm«r * 100 3a t Lordoii
3urk«: * 100 ato.

lay • 260 
Pretoria •' * 9oo

s ‘ r". *  ̂ y-*• *. ’’ • • >//• '■ v-

fratipiwi.il ftati/a labour Garaaisr.lan r*»ooa»«».3ad importation 

Of (foiftaaa lubourara.

1904 - 1*05 < 45*000 China*' l»bour«?re on Rand 5fin«»s 
Criminal nlatnaat 
"Roodapoort panics**

1910 i Haya tristful.

T.a;~isl<*tion to curt and finally prwant ia»i^r.*tion: 
rrosant population ar« <t»aaarfcdanta ol Chinasa *i»o 

w.i *tad iutc tha Colorii*** s- > th* aa wall as
a faw wto sctwrad aftar Tmion (swotJgt wivas and children 
of tso*a alraady aattlad haYs)* wara bom hara.

1?62 iSJiniutar of tka Interior said thaj would 

ba traatad as & &aparata grt'«p uadar •Jroup Araaa awl 
Polpulation JRagistraticn Acta*
fh,-»ra ItM brf«n speculation that t ay would ap eal to b© 
raolasalfied ae % ita , but Gfi’ioials of &apart*ants of 
Interior *nd Cowsmniitj Dwalafttsnt h»va dani<*d any 
ta»>l<Agl of ar appaal f w i  l/*/6:> ).
25*9*65 %r» T«no«rd said i f  C&faaa# w*ra -ivan 101140 
fttatuo it would ba difficult to <ta*y it to Indians *nd 
Col-: ra- *•* Japanasa wara jftot a lar^a, parman'int 

and oo po,.ad no •thaMWi’**

Ocou »tionai ± 60$ i «  in p*of»i^ion«,l occupations) 
aaP* elarks, typists and awwfcjti-aj som* own 

shopo md m all businassssj

jt of boys tf*io laawa tha uort ^liaabath
Ciiin^s-' High school go to Oftivi»r«iVj the raat train aa 

wfeltfi collar *orica a. (Chroniol * 5 /1/65) •

Turban's Chinaaa oo> -,«nity has a wsarj 
Kit*h proportion of Univaroltj 'ta»| most of th« oast
fSMtlala* go Abroad to folia* profaasioss lika aadioino, 
aaipnoa aad accountancy* In !3sk«rlo;» tha Chinas© ar« 
lontox i, shopks^pers, bosir.«i. ®i«jt and an^in«or3. Ons it- 
an?Iojr’. by tha auraoipalit s in^ar. ( Sunday 

<rh?c i,-la 5/ 9/ 65)»

ticmi Sam? towns haw ;nirt«»a» oohools (e.,.v» 'Jort 
•’li^ifc-'U and Capa Town. 'Soma Ca,pa Town Chinasa a t t ^

hita Ki^h .iohoola*) la Johannesburg *any ohj■' - 
go to private Komiiii Catholic ehool»* ?bara is a 3ovr>m— 
c<»nt aufesidisad Chin«em Sofcoo 1 in ’ arkat S t r ^ t . 75? of 
it« %a rieulants jo to tha Or.iwarsity. Thara axm ab 

100 0 ,1* ^ss students at it 10 at 8 .CUT* ?*ara rc<- 
nahsutls >xiat tha; <rill r«stain ujflar tii« Provinoas. j-'ort 

:<lia)ib th haa ona B .C ., on- «in?«»a school. Pr-



Propgrfcy In the Transvaal, t have not been allowed 
to buy property since 1919* In other provinces the same 
restriction has applied since 19$2 (passing of Group Area a Act)* 
'ifoat Johannesburg Chinese liv« in poorer sutairbs like Doom— 
fontoin, Bertrams, Fordsburg, aa they need a permit to live 
in a Shit* .wrea and it ia difficult for such a permit to be 
obtair^l f© the better class suburbs. This also me*ns they 
oar.not trrle in the more fashionable business areas.

Group ,;reaa>

(i) Johannesburg A ^roup ar« » for the Chinese will 
be proclaimed shortly* The location has not been 

revealed.

(ii) Pretoria. City Council intends establishing a 
Chlns^s township north of T^iudiuia. teiniater of 
Comnainity '^evelopoent instructs City Council to 
move Chinese within 18 ¥onths*§ priority is to 
be $iven to those living and trad in..; in La3y 
Salbome and Prinaloo Street* which have been 

declared 3hit« Areas. The Chinese Committee 
(representing the Chinese Oonsmunity) is to object
to the move and will aak to be treated in name 

imy ae Japanese (PretoJfia Jlertpl l4/?/65>» Since 
they are classified as Asiatics the Pretoria 
fiiiism  will prpbably be allowed to trade in the 
Asiatic Basaar only.

(i i i )  Port lisabeth. A Chinese ;roup area was pro claimed 
about eight miles f rom town in a middle-class Wdte 

uv» in 1961.

(iv) Caaa Town. A Chinese spokesman aaya the community 
le toe small ior a separate entity (Burger 16.9.65) 

Socially mi* freely with "’bites.

{ v) rCi; b?rl^j| A. Group Area baa b->wn proclaimed.

(Ti) fc^noni. Chinese on '’sat Rand must eventually have 
c n proup area.
ehinaseConaul—General (Taiwan) in Jo annesburg.

Le^eal Gtatus*

Under Immorality Act i non-»hite.
Under Iroup treaa t Colour*! (sub motion Chinese.)
Population it agist ration : Asiatic.
Identity Cards t Chineae
Fablie amenities i Use *hite buses, hotels, cinemas,

restaurants, etc. (only oonau1-general‘ s 

staff may use Pretoria buses.) Baa this 
changed? j^}«*neae oonsula incident.

frequently mistaken for Japanese in public.
Do not have the Franchise.

An incre .sing number of Chineae ppe emigrating becauss of
job reservation, ,-roup areas etc.

Public elationat “a  very peaoe-loving Community.'’ (da Klerk) 
'Higiily developed - by comparison they have r.ora university
graduates th.*n an„ other group." (r ir »ie Gteyn)•



Generous i donations to Johannesburg Qeneral Hospital 

bi :j*r than other groups# Hospitable.

Pitlcmt* polite, industrioua, oultursd, law-abiding, 
aro terms oftan used to describe than.

Tory honest.

31 voroe is vary rare* Juvenile delinqulncy ia non­
existent. Drees and habits of younger people almost 
campletaly est' nised. They usually speak and writ* 
to e*oh other in ^ g U s h .  (The scat usual Chinese 
langu*^ is Cantonese in Transvaala in Port Elisabeth 
4nd 'ast London Voiyeanese). ■ ; 1,

Sotest

eteli^.ion i Most youngsters are Christian and may paranta 
are becoming convertel. The Roman Catholic Church has 
80C Chinese adherents in Johannesburg} ljjOC in oountry 
(Juno 19&4*) It la gaining adherents steadily.

l) The moaialy of classifying Japanese as Whits and 
Chinese as non-Vhits.

2) kme families who will ha re to snove have lived in 
their present areas for ♦ 50 years.

3) Have they been consulted T

4) *0 their neighbours want than to dots T

5) X« it necessary for group areas to be established 
for than T

6) '/hat will their future be ia framework of aeparate 
development* what repreaentation ? 'ill they fall

uunder department of Coloured Affaire T Indian 
iffairs ? Sill Ooverruaent establish Department of 
Asiatic Affairs for Indians, Chinese and Ualays.

7) f i l l  traders in Johannesburg be able to retain their 
present businesses ? If so, will group are* be con­
veniently near ? Hohools ? Hospitala ?

8| Jill they be able to own the land and buy houses in
proposed group areas?

9) *ill they loss their customary right to use fhite 
tunes, hotels, ?hlte Universities ?

10) -Vhat are the possinle implications for group relations ?

Coamsntsi . Iapraotioabls to have separate development for 6 to 8 

thousand people. Uncertainty about the future# racial 
slights and humiliation (incident at Turffontein), 
emigration — doctors, arehitsots who could have boon 
an asset to South Africa.
Uncertainty about future of tr&def buslnssses, homes.
No sveidenoe that Ihlte neighbours want them to move.
•4n architect applied for permit to live in Vestdene — 
refused — emigrated. Wo evfcdmoe that Chineee want a 
group area - they do not live in blece.
Families look after aged etc. *  very little need far 
welfare work.
Kewolare cemetery has Chines* section - great respect 
for the lead, an example Of strong attachment to Chinese 
culture.



So eveidenc* of «nti-*hite or anti-BiUok prejudio*. ^ajoy 
good relations with those who k»o» thee* Gft«n it lo only 
the ignorant who show prejudice# Fueling of frue tat ion* 
of not being wantedt is growing*
Mi latently anti-auaaunist*
Loyal to South afrioa. tfhen Rationalist China voted against 
South Africa* our Chinese repuiicated it* Thu South African 
Chinese havo taken the beat in Western culture and wedded it 
to the best in their own anei*nt culture to becoae an 
industrious* pati*»nt, thoughtful eoraif.-unity. The time, expanse 
uncertainty* humiliation and suffering in imposing separata 
development on Chines* is not Justified*

Swanepoel* South African Trade Commission»r in Hong Kong 
publicly said South African Chinese were not discriminated 
against* Frees cartoons* refnrenoes to Chinsaan (R*!>*M*) 

hurt badly*

Futurei

1) ?«ar and uncertainty - economic* Fear that as group thinkiag is 
enoour*,£ed they will ceae under pressure fro* both White and non- 
?hite siles* Some evidence of theis among Port Elisabeth Coloureds? 
vhy should Chinese trade among Coloureds T Uncertainty that they 
oan continue with their businesses* professions*

2) Social i fear of "ghetto" Mentality*

3) Keligiont Increasingly Christian* especially Homan Catholic* 
Unlikely to be embittered by treatment from "Christian" 3ovemaent*

4) »ay of life* Increasingly Westernised* retaining aany good 
sspeote of Chinese oulture*

5) Migration* desire growing* but Can da .ibout the only outlet*
Taiwan* Hong Kong* Singapore overpopulated*

6^ tfant existing trading and social rights to bo maintained*

7) Vant to continue to be allowed to enter "*hite" Universities 

and private sohools*

Peter iandall* Ootober* 1965



 

Collection Number: AD1715 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (SAIRR), 1892-1974 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Collection Funder:- Atlantic Philanthropies Foundation 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document forms part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR), held at the Historical 

Papers Research Archive at The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


