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MEET FOUR FRIENDS FROM
TANGANYIKAJOHANNESBURG, 

boycott of South 
Africa was finding tre­

mendous support amongst 
the people of Tanganyika, 
who felt that their own in­
dependence and security 
could only be consolidated 
if the rest of Africa was 
free.

This was the opinion of four 
young men from the Congo 
borders near Uranda-UrunUi, 
from the slopes of Kilimanjaro 
and from the district of Moshi 
who passed through Johannes­
burg on a transit visa recently. 
They were en route to New 
Zealand, where they intend 
taking a three-year course in 
agriculture granted to them by 
the New Zealand Government.

The Tanganyika Govern­
ment’s immediate pre-occupa­
tion was with the eradication 
of Tanganyika’s worst prob­
lems, namely poverty, illiteracy 
and disease, they told me. A 
three-year plan had been de­
vised at the end of which it was 
hoped that substantial progress' 
would have been made. J

It was too early to think of

whether the economy would be 
capitalist or socialist, said one 
of them, Mr. Stephen Mmari. 
The ruling party, TANU, was 
encouraging foreign companies 
to invest in new industries, buf 
the big land-owning companies 
would have their land divided 
up amongst the people.

TANU did not intend to join 
either the East or the West, but 
to remain neutral.

As far as the state apparatus 
was concerned, all so-called ex­
patriates (i.e. civil servants of 
non-African origin) were given 
the option of taking out Tan­
ganyika citizenship within four 
years or leaving the service. It 
was hoped in that period to 
train enough Tanganyikans to 
fill all posts.

These four young men eive 
the impression of boundless 
confidence and of overflowing 
joy that at long last they and 
their people will be able to 
shape the future of their coun­
try themselves and help build 
a state which will be an equal 
among all nations.

E.W.
The four Tanganyikan students who recently visited Johannesburg are, from left to right, Messrs Raphael

Rwasa, John Malya, Rogatian Shirima and Shephen Mmari.

Mrs. Vandeyar Arrested
JOHANNESBURG. 

f^PlHERE has been a sensational 
turn in the Vandeyar explosives 

case. Last Thursday evening Mrs. 
Assoo Vandeyar, wife of Reggie 
Vandeyar, was arrested and taken 
to the Fordsburg police station by 
two Special Branch detectives. She 
was fingerprinted and locked up 
for four hours before being released 
on bail of RIOO.

She appeared in the Magistrate’s 
Court next morning and was charged 
with being in possession of an un­
licensed firearm as well as under the 
Explosives Act. It is believed that 
she will be joined with her husband 
on these charges.

There appears to be a great deal 
of confusion about this case. Coun­
sel for Vandeyar was definitely told 
by the prosecutor last week that all 
charges under the Explosives Act 
had been dropped against his client. 
This was said in the presence of 
several people who then stepped 
forward to congratulate Vandeyar.

Bantu Education To Blame For

MASS FAILURES IN 
AFRICAN SCHOOLS

^O TH IN G  has so much 
highlighted the pernicious 

effects of Bantu Education as 
the Matric results in Bantu 
Education schools. They have 
been, as in 1960, intolerably 
bad.

In 1960, when the effects of 
Bantu Education were becoming 
more evident, of over 900 Africans 
who sat, 153 got through either on 
exemption or on school-leaving

certificate. Last year, of the hun­
dreds who sat, 163 got through, 
with only 45 exempted to proceed 
to universities.

The Government will use these 
figures to prove that the African 
student is incapable of a higher 
academic achievement and hence

U P M Y
TF you see me going around with 

my jaw hangii^, it is not be­
cause I want to air my tonsils It 
is because I have not yet recovered 
after hearing the U.P.’s ’"race 
federation” explained once more.

After several versions, this last 
one is presumably meant to throw 
light on the subject. Anyway, be­
lieve it or not, the heaven on 
earth which Div’s boys are pro­
mising us is one in which a so- 
called mixed area can have a 
White-Coloured parliament, an 
Indian parliament, and an African 
parliament.

The next explanation might well 
include a Japanese parliament, a 
Chinese parliament and possibly a 
parliament for “other Asiatics” 
and sundries.

And just think of all the jobs 
there will be floating around. Fo­
reign ministers and ministers of 
information, etc. etc. etc., all 
bumping into each other and get­
ting their portfolios entangled.

1 swear it would be enough 
to drive even the Liquor and 
Licensing Board to drink. Which 
reminds me that even the Mini­
ster of Justice, present one I 
mean, seems to be getting tired 
of the surreptitious manufacture 
and consumption of alcoholic 
beverages and has given all and

sundry to know that legislay- 
shun will be introduced to re­
move certain restrictions on the 
brewing of ‘‘kaffir beer.” Or 
does this just mean that the 
boys in khaki or new blue will 
just be a little more polite when 
knocking people when on a 
midnight raid?
But if Coloured parliaments and 

Colouredstans and all-Coloured 
casts are going to be thrust upon 
u s -^ h , no! Don’t please let us 
now have an all-Coloured film. 
And I’m not talking about Techni- 
colour either.

It’s this film that the Eoan 
Group has been asked to con­
sider starring in. ‘‘Carmen of the 
Cape,’’ too, it’s going to be 
called. Poor Mr. Bizet. He must 
have turned in his grave when 
Hollywood turned out Carmen 
Jones. If it happens again, the 
old boy will surely be feeling 
right uncomfortable.
Then, believe it or not, the set­

ting of the Cape project will be in 
a fishing village. It’s a Bloom-ing 
shame, l^ t’s hope the Group plug) 
for the film to be made in black 
and white, if they agree to taking 
it on, even if it must be called 
Carmen of the Cape.

ALEX LA GUMA.

needs a special education suited 
to his abilities. The architects of 
this propaganda forget, however, 
that their system has not been so 
long in the field that the people 
have forgotten what went on be­
fore it.

Old System
Under the old system the stan­

dard of education was relatively 
higher but the African students all 
the same did relatively very well. 
In 1958 a total of 404 students 
passed their matric or equivalent 
examination. Clearly, if the Afri­
can student finds himself incapable 
of passing Matric in 1961, then 
the fault is not with him but with 
the educational system.

While on the surface the Gov­
ernment is making its own apart­
heid propaganda, basically it is 
carrying out its state policy—that 
of reducing the higher educated 
population of the African to the 
minimum. Its ultimate end is to 
have an intellectually docile popu­
lation, the majority of whom will 
not be able to participate in world 
culture while the selected few who 
manage to get Bantuised higher 
education will be occupationally 
absorbed in apartheid administra­
tion and carbon-copy intellectuals 
of the Afrikaner corrupted elite.

Witness how this is done: The 
African child is fed in his own 
language the Afrikaner propa­

ganda (so-called education) up to 
Standard VI. The majority of 
students are then turned away 
from school and only those who 
obtain first class and a limited 
number cf second classes are 
allowed to proceed to the JC level.

It is interesting to note that 
although the Afrikaner National­
ists have been so vociferous about 
promoting “Bantu” languages and 
literature, the whole emphasis in 
the medium of instruction is on 
Afrikaans. Far from replacing 
English with an African language, 
English is being replaced by 
Afrikaans.

Student's Dilemma
The curriculum, therefore, has 

been entirely changed up to JC 
level in accordance with the de­
mands of Bantu Education while 
the Joint Matriculation Board still 
demands the high standard of aca­
demic achievement. This explains 
the plight of the Bantuised JC 
student when he comes to Matric. 
If the student who has been 
educated in a Bantu school has to 
pass at all, he must also do a 
Bantu Matric in conformity with 
the Bantu JC.

The dilemma extends even to 
the Bantu Tribal Colleges, If few 
matriculants get through to the 
university level, then what happens 
to the University Colleges?

The Government has dodged the 
inevitable failure of its own 
scheme by creating special diplo­
mas “suited to the Bantu needs.” 
These include social science, busi­
ness administration and similar 
others. Entrance qualification for 
these diplomas is either JC or a 
school-leaving certificate.

These are the “college students” 
that the Department of Bantu 
Education is boasting of. One can 
imagine in the future that the 
Department will try to make the 
whole concept of tribal colleges 
work by establishing more such 
diplomas, which are not recog­
nised anywhere in the world.

In the Cape, for instance, where

17 matric students got their exemp­
tions at the first sitting, one won­
ders what is going to be this year’s 
enrolment at the Xhosa Fort Hare 
College.

Promotion
The methods of promotion are 

also interesting and have nothing 
to do with a student’s academic 
standards. A pupil who fails Afri­
kaans has no chance of being pro­
moted. At a certain school, pupil 
X was just on the borderline. The 
supervisor recommended that he 
be promoted but when he later 
discovered that pupil X had failed 
Afrikaans he had to rescind his 
decision.

It has also happened in a num­
ber of cases that pupils whom 
teachers mark as a pass are failed 
when their reports come to the 
Bantu Education offices. On the 
other hand, pupils who were 
marked as failed by the teachers 
have been passed by the super­
visors.

It seems the deciding factor is 
the subject in which the child 
passes, and the important ones are 
Afrikaans and Social Studies. A 
teacher who was bold enough to 
go in person to lodge a complaint 
with the Bantu inspectors was 
warned: “This is State policy.”

Racialism
The conclusion is that Bantu 

Education is an inseparable part 
of South African racialism resting 
as it does on the concept of race 
superiority. Only a united struggle 
of student, parent and teacher co­
operating with the national libera­
tion movement can finally elimi­
nate Bantu Education in South 
yXf nc*i

IT IS IN A PEOPLE’S DEMO­
CRATIC S O U T H  AFRICA 
THAT THE DOORS OF 
LEARNING AND CULTURE 
SHALL BE OPEN TO EVERY 
MAN AND WOMAN WITH­
OUT RESERVATIONS.
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