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Question I I .  WhatTin your opinion, should, “be the place and.

nature of manual training in Native schools,, 

especially with regard to.;_~

(i )  the use the Native, after leaving school, makes 

of his manual training; and

( i i )  the transfer of skills acquired in school to the 

Native community?

The Institute .Relieves that the underlying aim of manual work in the 
schools is character training, not direct training for each occupation, 
for example, in the industrial field . The primary object should "be to give 

the child an opportunity to do more creative work with his hands. It has 

a deeper value than the work itself; it. widens his knowledge, trains and 

deepens his appreciations, and teaches him to understand the part which 

nanpal work plays in the life  of the community; it links theory and practice.

In  many cases manual work has lapsed into triviality and mere mechanical 

drudgery and the result has “been that it has met with opposition from 

Africans. Its value to the child depends on how it is taught and how related 

to the daily life" and needs 4f the people.

The Inter-Departmental Commission of 1935-6 rejected the idea that 

manual training cotjld be used to resuscitate the traditional handicrafts 

of the African people. What ever dexterity is acquired 1.1. be canalized 

and developed by later training for some particular occupation or will-be 

taken by the t>upiIs into their everyday life  e .g . ,  in cookery, dress-making, 

household, carpentry, basket weaving, etc.
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