
WHITE MURDER PLOT
IN AFRICA

99 said the South“]y£URDER plot to kill Whites.” “Congress aimed to Kill Europeans,
African daily press.

“MASSACRE PLOT IS A LIE,” said New Age (March 19).
Yes, New Age was the only South African newspaper which at the time exposed the mas

sacre plot for the fraud that it so obviously was.
It is not often that New Age ashamed to repent like the prodi-

has the honour of being backed 
by a Lordship, Mr. Justice Devlin, 
appointed by Her Majesty’s Gov
ernment to inquire into certain 
disturbances. But in this case the 
findings of the commission ap
pointed by the British Govern
ment to enquire into the events in 
Nyasaland four months ago could 
hardly have contained a more 
complete justification for New 
Age’s attitude at the time.

The report of this commission, 
known as the Devlin Report, con
tains what amounts to a devastat
ing criticism of the treatment by 
the Federation authorities, backed 
to the hilt by the Tory Colonial 
Office, of the African population 
of Nyasaland.

FABRICATION
Not only does the report show 

conclusively that the massacre 
plot was a complete fabrication 
after the event to justify the dec
laration of emergency in Nyasa
land, it also points out how the 
territorial forces embarked upon 
a reign of terror in an attempt to 
cow the people of Nyasaland. 
Even now, states the report, Ny
asaland is a police state in which 
it is not safe for anybody to ex
press approval of the policies of 
the Nyasaland African National 
Congress.

The subsequent exposure of 
how the “star witness" to the 
massacre plot was bribed with a 
promise of release from detention 
to sign a prepared statement that 
he had overheard the murder plan, 
provides even more damning evi
dence of the lengths the colonial
ists are prepared to go to bolster 
up their rule.

With complete cynicism the au
thorities damped down on the 
Congress in the Federation, gaoled 
hundreds of its members, con
cocted the fantastic plot, and then 
set about trying to fabricate evi
dence to justify their monstrous 
actions.

The exposure of the fraudulent 
nature of the massacre plot in 
Nyasaland forces one to wonder 
how much of the evidence of the 
so-called Mau Mau in Kenya was 
concocted by unscrupulous colo
nialists.

CONGRESSMEN HUNTED
The tragedy of the situation in 

Nyasaland is that despite the find
ings in the Devlin Report, the 
country still remains a police 
state. Katoba Musopole, ridicu
lously styled General Flax by the 
Federal authorities, has written 
again to New Age to describe how 
Congress supporters are being 
hunted by the territorial forces.

“The most affected people,” he 
says, “are relatives and friends. 
My sister and two younger 
brothers were detained and tor
tured for two weeks. For three 
days they were kept without food 
and water. My younger brother 
nearly lost his life.

“My brother’s home was long 
ago burnt. So was my cousin’s.”

Musopole is optimistic about 
the future of his people and his 
country, which he gives its old 
name, Marabi.

"Roy Welensky forgets that it 
is only animals and locomotives 
that can be forced to work for 
somebody, and not human beings. 
The happenings in Nyasaland 
only discredit and disgrace the 
British rulers to the world. Their 
last desperate plans of enticing us 
into another ‘Mau Mau’ have 
hopelessly failed.

“If the British people want to 
have any future prospects in Ny
asaland they should nut be

gal son. They are very lucky to 
have Dr. Banda, who is reason
able and sympathetic towards 
them. But they are now trying to 
reject halt a loaf which is better 
than nothing.

“Their first real excuse (for not 
granting us our rights) from 1859 
to 1915 was that we were uncivi
lised and uneducated. Their 
second excuse, for which even the 
Labour Party must be condemned, 
was that we were politically im
mature, that Nyasaland was not 
viable.

"Today we have Dr. Banda and 
CO. Marabi is viable. We have 
vast mineral wealth and industrial 
power resources abound . . .

•TO HELL WITH FEDERA 
TION! SELF GOVERNMENT 
IN OUR LIFETIME! UHURU!” 

UNANIMOUS
Musopole does not speak only 

for himself when he writes in 
these terms. He speaks for all the 
Africans of Nyasaland. The una
nimity of their attitude is clea,rly 
reflected in the fact that not one

WORLD STAGE
By Spectator

single African of any standing in 
the country could be produced to 
support the Federal authorities.

It was this unity of the Nyasa 
people that laid the foundation 
for the widespread protests in 
Africa and Britain against the 
emergency. It was their unity too 
which was behind the Devlin Re
port’s statement that the declara
tion of Emergency by the Federal 
authorities was necessary.

In the absence of any concrete 
evidence of planned violence by 
the Nyasaland African National 
Congress, what the Report was 
really saying was that Federation 
was bursting at the seams in Ny
asaland.

The authorities, in the face of 
united opposition to Federation 
from the Nyasa people, could no 
longer continue to rule in the old 
way. They had to go over to fo/ce 
as the only means of stopping the 
disintegration of Federation.

The person who emerges with 
the greatest credit from the whole 
business is the leader of the Nya
saland ANC, Dr. Hastings Banda. 
He cannot be kept in prison much 
longer, and once he is released t|?e 
Africans will once more rally 
round him and keep up the pres
sure for independence until he is 
made Prime Minister.

POLITICAL IDIOT
Admittedly, history was on the 

side of Banda and against Fede
ral Prime Minister Welensky. But 
nevertheless Banda has made Sir 
Roy look like a political idiot 
compared to himself.

For months now Sir Roy has 
been scheming to get Dominion 
status under White rule for the 
Federation when constitution talks 
for the Federation take place in 
1960.

Carefully mustering his forces, 
and keeping a cool head while 
Welensky blew his top off. Dr. 
Banda gradually but relentlessly 
stepped up the non-violent pres
sure of his people against Federa
tion.

It was the Federal authorities, 
and not the Africans, who became 
desperate. In a moment of panic, 
and in a vain attempt to smash 
the Congress movement through
out the Federation, they went over 
to a violent offensive against the

African peoples of the territory.
The gamble has not paid off. 

Partnersnip has been exposed for 
the fraud tfiat it is, the Congresses 
carry on underground, and public 
opinion in Britain has been roused 
as never before against the Fede
ral Government.

WHITE SUPREMACISTS
If the events leading up to it 

and the Devlin Report itself do 
nothing else, they will at least 
scotch the last hopes Welensky 
might have had of gaining cqpi- 
plete control for the White settlers 
of the whole of the Federation in 
1960.

"It has been made clear to Sir 
Roy,” reports the London Ob
server, "that the present Govern
ment will not favour any demands 
for independence for the Federa
tion in 1960.

•’That Sir Roy has at last come 
to understand the insuperable ob
stacles that stand in the way of 
full independence is clear from the 
new proposals which he is begin
ning to canvass. He is now urging 
that all three Federal territories 
should advance quickly to inde
pendence side by side."

In other words, Welensky re
cognises that he will no longer be 
able to get full control over Ny
asaland. Coming at a moment 
when, for the first time, Garfield 
Todd has declared publicly that 
his party would have to consider 
whether Federation should be 
maintained, this shows that eyen 
the staunchest erstwhile supporters 
of Federation are beginning to 
face up to its inevitable collapse.

When that happens, and when 
Nyasaland attains its indepen
dence, then yet another nail will 
have been knocked into the coffin 
of colonialism and white supre
macy. Then, no doubt, we can ex
pect Swart and co. to produce 
murder plots at an even greater 
rate than hitherto, and we can 
also expect them to be treated 
with the same contempt now being 
heaped on the Nyasaland assassi
nation plot

BID TO SMASH DURBAN BOYCOH
(Continued from page 1) 

people aroused against the Indian 
shop-keepers ended in dismal 
failure as scores of Africans 
gathered around the Indian shops 
in defence. A significant feature of 
this latest development is that 
these Municipal employees quickly 
got back to the safety of the beer 
hall and the whole incident ended 
within a matter of minutes.

Mrs. Mahomed Ameen, whose 
shop window was smashed, told 
New Age that there was no doubt 
that only Municipal employees were 
involved in smashing windows. 
“Every single one of those who 
passed my shop wantonly smashing 
windows was dressed in the blue 
overalls of the municipal beer hall 
workers,” she said.

Mr. Stephen Dhlamini, who 
happened to be outside the beer 
hall in question before the trouble 
started, gave this account of how 
the trouble began;

“I happened to be passing the 
Victoria Street Beer Hall at about 
6.30 p.m., when a large lorry load 
of overalled municipal workers 
were dropped at the beer hall. After 
a short discussion with two White 
persons at the beer hall, all of 
them marched out and began hit
ting out wildly at all and sundry.

‘What the Devlin are we going to do now?”

About 1,200 workers at one 
of the largest Durban rubber 
companies boycotted their 
lunchtime meal sold by the 
company when it was found to 
be potato curry.

The demonstration was part 
of the potato boycott cam
paign, and on that day, the 
workers in the rubber factory 
said, “We shall not support 
oppression and slavery,” and 
refused to buy the food from 

l^lto conqiaiyr ranteen.________

They were all dressed in the blue . marched through Cross Street call- 1  Cross Street, they began hitting out 
overalls usually worn by beer hall ing on the people to turn against j and smashing shop windows. In 
employees. | the Indians. No one joined them the process they beat up two In

“I followed them as they ' and as they came to the end of

NYASAS DEMAND 
SELF - GOVERNMENT

JOHANNESBURG.
t''PHE Nyasa MounMrs  ̂ Society 

has issued a strongly worded 
memorandum to the Rvitish Colo
nial Office, and the Rhodesian 
Federal Government ag Jnst “the 
Federal and British governments’ 
continual flouting of the Nyasaland 
people’s demand for the .secession 
of their country from the Federa
tion.”

They also protest against con
nivance of the British Government 
with the organised mass killing of 
the Nyasas during the state of 
emergency.

The society reiterated what the 
Nyasas said before: that the Fe
deration was never accepted by the 
people of Nyasaland but it was im
posed on them against their will. 
They now condemn strongly the 
present tactics of Sir Roy 
Welensky to divert the attention of 
the people of Rhodesia and the 
world from the demands of the 
Nyasas by his over-emphasis of the 
1960 review of the Federal constitu
tion and the so-called “commission 
of inquiry into the Federation con
tinuity.”

COUNTRY SEIZED
In 1953, in spite of the strong 

objections from the Nyasaland peo
ple, the British government allowed 
the Rhodesian Government to

seize our country. The society con
demned the “Campaign of violence 
launched by Armitage and his 
emergency in order to kill the 
Nyasas, to detain their leaders and 
to allow their soldiers to rape the 
wives of the detainees".

The memorandum called for:
(1) Immediate secession of Ny

asaland from the Federation;
(2) The lifting of the state of 

emergency in Nyasaland and 
the immediate release of Dr. 
Banda and other detainees;

(3) The establishment of the Ny
asaland national self-govern
ment with full legislative 
powers and based on the uni
versal will of all Nyasa peo
ple.

dians, who were later taken to hos
pital."

Shop-keepers and others in the 
vicinity of the Beer Hall, inter
viewed by New Age, confirm this 
statement.

These are serious allegations and 
contrary to a statement made by 
Mr. S Bourquin, Durban’s Director 
of Bantu Administration explain
ing the incident. In his statement 
made to the Natal Mercury, Mr. 
Bourquin states that the trouble 
began when Indian and African 
youths attacked Municipal beer 
hall workers and members of the 
Municipal Security Corps who were 
drinking at the beer hall, and that 
the workers concerned then retalia
ted. No mention was made in the 
report of what actions the Munici
pality will take against these em
ployees who then went on to 
smash windows pf shops which 
were nowhere near the scene of the 
incidents he alleges.

The present situation emphasises 
the need for a Judicial Commis
sion of Inquiry, which has been

NEW NAT STRIKE BAN
Canning Becomes "Essential Service"

JOHANNESBURG.
i^ H E  S.A. Congress of Trade Unions has come out lighting against

the latent Government attempt to interfere with the trade unions
—the issue by the Minister of Labour of a blanket ban on all strikes
in the preserved fruit, vegetable, canning and mineral water industries
throughout South Africa.

•

The 14,000 strong canning Union which are not settled, must be re-

the principal demand of the Con
gresses in Durban.

CONGRESS VIEW
In a letter addressed to the 

Minister of Justice a few days be
fore the present incident, the Joint 
Secretariat of the Congress Move
ment in Durban, replying to the 
refusal of the Minister to appoint 
a Judicial Commission of Inquiry 
into the recent disturbances on the 
grounds that the Durban City 
Council’s investigation is adequate, 
says; “There is not the slightest 
shadow of doubt that the upheaval 
reflected the accumulating resent
ment of the African people against 
the actions of the Durban City 
Council, especially its Bantu Ad
ministration Department, over a 
considerable period.

“The decision not to appoint a 
Commission of Inquip' and the rea
son for this decision, in effect 
makes a party in the dispute that 
has arisen the judge in its own 
case,” states the letter.

Similar letters have been written 
to the Minister of Bantu Affairs 
and the Chief Magistrate who has 
been asked to meet a deputation 
from the Congresses.

Engineering Bosses Can Now
JOHANNESBURG, 

so-called “New Deal” for 
the 100,000 Engineering 

workers has turned out to be a 
dangerous weapon in the hands 
of the employers who have now 
been given the green light to 
hire child labour.

The new Agreement which be-

Use Child Labour

came law last Friday grants the 
Shame, the poor white suprema- 60,000 labourers in the industry a 

cists whatever they do is wrong! | rise of 5/9d. per week in their pay

DIED IN JA IL-FAM ILY WAS 

NOT EVEN TOLD THE CAUSE
—  By Alex La Gama

“J  REGRET to inform you 
that your husband died in 

this institution on the 14th July 
and was buried on the 16th. 
Please inform us what should 
lie done with his property.”

This stark message received by 
the relations of a dead prisoner il
lustrates the callous method of the 
authorities in dealing with the fami
lies of those who die in jail.

No word explaining the circum
stances of the man’s death. No of
fer to deliver the body for burial 
by his family. Just the grim no
tification that he had died and had 
been buried.

Such a letter was received from 
the RawsonviJIe. Cape, farm jail by 
Mrs. Johanna Cupido of Kensing
ton, informing her that her husband 
Shadarick Dennison was dead.

Typewritten in Afrikaans on an 
official letterhead the letter said; 
“Greetings, I regret to inform you 
that your husband, Sharirick Den
nison. died in this institution on

14th July, 1959, and that he was 
buried on the 16th July. Please in
form us what should be done with 
his clothes, whether you will call 
for therrf or whether it should be 
sent. His property is as follows . . .” 
Then a list of the prisoner’s per
sonal effects.

From the postmark it is clear 
that the letter was not even sent 
until six days after the death.

“Couldn’t they even let us know 
so that we could arrange the fune
ral ourselves?” asks the grief- 
stricken Mrs. Cupido. “And 
couldn't they even tell us what he 
died of? Someone wo saw him in 
prison only a week before said that 
he was perfectly fit.”

I phoned the Rawsonville farm 
jail for information and was in
formed flatly “No one has died 
here during the past weeks”.

I checked on the facts and 
phoned again. This time the death 
was admitted.

“What did he die of?" I asked.
“Heart failure," was the reply. ,

packets. But in exchange for this 
increase in wages employers can use 
juvenile labour at half the wage of 
an adult worker.

This means that thousands of 
engineering workers are in danger 
of losing their jobs. If this is al
lowed to stand a new all-time low 
level wage scale will be introduced 
into the engineering industry. Al
though the pay rise in the industry 
has been treated as a sensation in 
the daily press, the true facts be
hind the new agreement have not 
been made public. Here are the 
facts: —

#  A juvenile must work for 3 
years before receiving the 
top wage of £3 2s. 3d. a 
week.

Congresses Condemn 
Mpetha Ban

CAPE TOWN.
i^H E  Western Cape consultative 

committee of Congress organi
sations have protested against the 
banning and confinement to Cape 
Town for 5 years of Mr. Oscar 
Mpetha, President of the Cape Pro
vince ANC and General Secretary 
of the African Food and Canning 
Workers’ Union.

Mr. Mpetha was served with the 
orders last Saturday afternoon.

The banning and confinement to 
the areas of Cape Town, Bellville 
and Simonstown was a violation of' 
the rights of people to organise and 
express their political opinions, and 
of the functioning of a legitimate 
trade union in its work on behalf 
of the working people, said the 
statement issued by the Consulta
tive Committee,

#  For the first year of work 
he is to receive 50 per cent, 
of an adult’s wage.

#  For the second year 60 per 
cent.

#  And for the third year 75 
per cent.

These facts show that when em
ployers talk about “increased pro
ductivity” they mean more profits 
and a lower wage bill.

The workers in the engineering 
industry are bitterly disappointed 
with the new increases and do not 
feel that they will reduce the hard
ships which they are experiencing in 
making ends meet. With the new in
crease their wage level is still 50% 
below the breadline and the engin
eering workers are among the lowest 
paid workers in industry.

SACTU Engineering 
Campaign is on!

A N all-out effort by SACTU and 
the Engineering Union is being 

made to bring metal workers to
gether to discuss the new agree
ment and to plan for the next 
round of the fight for wage in
creases.

An all-day mass rally of engineer
ing workers will be held in Johan
nesburg on Saturday, August 29th, 
1959. African National Congress 
Branches are helping to make this 
meeting a success.

The workers will discuss the next 
step in the Congress campaign for 
higher wages. Within the next nine 
months a new agreement for the en
gineering industry is to be con
cluded and present employer pro
posals are for an increase of |d. 
per hour for African workers or 
2/11 in pay packets each week.

If the workers organise now they

will be able to use their strength 
to push their wages up to a 
realistic level.

is the biggest of SACTU’s affiliated 
Unions, and as a first step in the 
fight against this ban SACTU will 
lodge a strong appeal with the Sec
retary for Labour. Discussions will 
be held with the Union imme
diately.

This action of the Government is 
an attempt to stop the canning 
workers from achieving a new wage 
agreement which is now being dis
cussed between the Union and the 
Canners Council.

Section 46 of the Act provides 
that all disputes in the so-called 
essential services (and the canning 
industry has now been deemed an 
essential service by the Minister),

ferred to arbitration. The arbitra
tion award is binding whether it is 
favourable to the workers or not.

Section 65 of the Act prohibits 
strikes in essential services and 
severe penalties for instigating, in
citing or taking part in strikes are 
laid down.

Recently the Wage Board dras
tically cut present canning workers' 
wage levels and demands submitted 
to the Canners’ Council have been 
turned down. Three years ago can
ning workers’ wages were increased 
The present wage paid to 
labourers who number some 12,000 
is £2 16s. 6d. per week.

Mrs. Mahomed Ameer, whose 
son was assaulted during the anti- 
Indian provocation, stands beside 
her smashed shop window after 
Council beer-hall employees had 
smashed it. Africans rushed to 

her assistance.

I THE RAPE OF LOVEDALE
J^OVEDALE, for years a 

popular centre of learn
ing to all non-whites from 
Cape Town to Uganda, re
mains only in name. Its 
death was sealed in 1948, 
the year of its centenary 
celebrations, when the Na
tionalists swept into power.

Ten years ago African, Col
oured, Indian and Malay 
students sat side by side in the 
classrooms, shared dormitories, 
and played together on its 
sports grounds.

Students from the Protecto
rates, the Rhodesias and the 
British colonies further north 
shared in the century-old expe
rience of living together. In 
Lovedale’s early years, many 
whites too, acquired their edu
cation there.

After a few years in piower 
the Nationalists passed the 
Bantu Education Act and the 
Bantu Authorities Act.

They now refuse admission 
to students who came from 
out fide the Union. The Col
oureds and Indians have been 
thrown out. The girls’ depart
ment is closed down and some

Famous Old School Is Now 

Run Like A Mine Compound
—  By Govan Mbeki

of the teaching 
are also closed.

departments

Reckless Destruction

In less than six years the 
Nationalists carried out acts of 
reckless destruction of work 
that had taken more than a 
century to build. And from 
the shambles they are attempt
ing to erect a hideous monster 
fashioned according to the dis
torted image of the rabid 
racialists who control the Na
tionalist machinery.

One of the first acts was to 
close the library which had 
taken so long to furnish with 
the thousands of books that 
tilled the shelves and the wide 
range of magazines and news
papers that lay on the tables. 
To^ay the students are dis

couraged from reading outside 
their prescribed work.

Tribal Grouping
In the dormitories the sfu- 

dents from the Transkei are 
housed separately from those 
from the Ciskei rural areas. 
Students who come from ur
ban areas are kept separately 
as a group and their rooms aje 
nearest those of students from 
the Ciskei. A few Sotho-speak- 
ing students whose homes are 
in the Transkei or Ciskei are 
also separated as a group. The 
mine compound system is en
forced here far more rigorous
ly.

One of the moU intolerable 
practices is that the students 
are not allowed to stand in a 
group and engage in discus
sions. The authorities enforce

the regulations in and out of 
class.

They keep the students apart 
even though they come from 
the same area. They are only 
allowed to be together and to 
talk to one another as a group 
in the presence of a teacher, 
and informers are planted in 
every dormitory.

Even the literary debating 
Society Ls no longer there.

Mostly Scripture

Instead, most of the time 
after class is taken up with 
manual work, while in the 
morning, evening and within 
the school time table a great 
deal of time is taken up with 
scripture teaching in which the 
emphasis is placed on loyalty 
to authority.

But the young students have 
developed ways of communi
cating with one another under 
these very difficult conditions. 
And the Nationalist Govern
ment is failing to seal the 
minds from the freedom cur
rents that are warming the 
hearts of million i of people in 
Africa and the rest of the op
pressed peoples elsewhere in 
the world, and inspiring them 
to courageous acts for their 
liberation.
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DURBAN WOMEN JAILED AFTER 
DEMONSTRATIONS I

FIRE DISASTER

^I'^WENTY-FIVE Lamontville wo- 
men were found guilty of pub

lic violence and sentenced to six 
months imprisonment, three months 
suspended for one year, in one of 
the many mass trials that have been 
instituted against the people for 
taking part in the beer hall demon
strations which lead to the recent 
disturbances in Durban and Veru- 
lam.

The women are out on bail of 
£25 each pending an appeal which 
has been lodged on their behalf.

In the second case eighteen wo
men arrested at the Umgeni beer- 
hall were found guilty of contra
vening a Municipal bye-law by 
creating a disturbance. They were 
each fined £5.

Of 38 women arrested at the Vic
toria Street beer-hall, 13 were 
found guilty under the same bye
law and fined a similar amount.

Two other cases of five women 
arrested at Kwa Mashu and 23 at

Glebelands on allegations of public 
violence are pending.

deft:n c e  f u n d

The Joint Secretariat of the ANC, 
the Natal Indian Congress, SACTU 
and Congress of Democrats have 
set up a special defence fund to pay 
for the defence of the women. The 
response of the people, especially 
the Africans, has been magnificent 

j according to Mr. M. B. Yengwa, the 
Secretary of the Fund.

So far over £500 has been col
lected from amongst African wo
men alone.

In a statement to New Age, Mr. 
Yengwa said that this fell far short 
of the amount required for the de
fence of the women and that the 
Committee appointed to collect 
money for the defence of the 
women were contemplating an all- 
out drive amongst all sections of 
the community to raise the funds 
necessary.

Women Want Wage Increases, 
Social Services

\  FRICAN mothers in Verulam, Natal, have appealed to the autho- 
rities for wage increases for their husbands, a housing scheme 

with social services, and permission to brew beer at home to prevent 
the small incomes of their families from being wasted at the beer halls.

A deputation of five women, led 
by Mrs. Agnes Gama, was received 
by the Native Commissioner for 
Verulam and discussed their 
grievances with him. The discus
sions lasted two hours and a me
morandum from the women was 
submitted.

"Most of our husbands are em
ployed as unskilled workers and 
receive a very small salary of ap
proximately £2 per week and of 
this sum 10/- per week is required 
for transport to Durban," the rne- 
morandum stated. "This small in
come is totally insufficient for us 
as mothers to run our homes and 
to bring up healthy children. The 
hand to mouth existence is caus
ing a serious situation and unless 
the wages are increased we are 
perpetualfy facing the threat of 
starvation."

NOT A SINGLE HOUSE
In the Verulam area the local 

authority had not built a single 
house for the people. There was 
no housing scheme. People in the

meantime had to live under most 
unhealthy conditions. They did not 
know why houses were not being 
built while the beer hall continued 
to make huge profits at the ex
pense of their families.

‘‘Although there are no houses 
set aside for us by the authorities, 
the police arrest us if we live on 
land within a radius of five miles of 
the township of Verulam. We can
not understand this for it is not our 
fault that those who should have 
built houses have not done so.

"We know of no money having 
been spent by the Town Board of 
Verulam for our social services or 
for any recreational and cultural 
activities for our people. There is 
no subsidised milk scheme for our 
children; there are no sports 
grounds for us and therefore can 
anyone blame us when we protest 
against the beer hall wherein our 
menfolk waste their money. We 
have no representation on the 
Town Board and therefore we are 
in the dark."

A tangled mass i; all that is left of this family’s home.

SACPO GOES TO AID OF 
BENONI FIRE VICTIMS

JOHANNESBURG.
I^LEVEN Indian and Coloured 

 ̂ families, screaming and terri
fied, watched their closely packed 
zinc and iron shacks, furniture, 
clothing, money and all they owned 
bum to ashes when fire broke out 
in the Indian section of the Benoni 
location in the early hours of Sun
day morning last week.

The families have, all in all, 27 
children, four of the mothers are 
sick, 2 of whom are tuberculosis 
cases.

The fire was discovered by Mr. 
Abraham Jacobs, a 30-year-old 
half-blind Coloured laundry la
bourer who"*was awakened by the 
choking smell of smoke in his

U P  M Y  A L L E Y
f  HAVE an idea that very few 
^ people raised a cheer of wel
come when the cop with “excep
tional zeal" arrived in this town.

After reading of his exploits I 
wonder whether Sergeant Arlow 
hasn’t been booted down here to 
a quieter climate because even his 
bosses think his zeal is a bit thick, 
even for them.

I’m sure this triggerman with 
thirteen African notches on his 
gun will feel somewhat unhappy 
in our quiet town and he will miss 
the exciting atmosphere of the 
Golden City where he made those 
thirteen donder se kaffers bite the 
dust.

Apart from having shot down 
those African saspects his record 
states 10,000 arrests. I wonder 
how many for pass offences.

A character like this should be 
tran iferred a century back to the 
raw towns of the wild and woolly 
west, instead of to Cape Town. 
I’m sure he would be much hap
pier wearing a sheriff's star than 
the police Good Service Medal.

ND what are the other inci
dents connected with Sgt.

Arlow’s zealous record? Among 
other things:

#  At the time of the Lady Sel- 
borne baton charge on women it 
was Sgt. Arlow who dragged Dr. 
Tsele into the police van after he 
had been handcuffed and beaten 
semi-conscious;

#  It was Sgt. Arlow who had 
phoned the police station prior to 
the baton charge to say he was 
sure the women were breaking a 
municipal bye-law and asked for 
more police to be sent to the 
scene;

#  It was Sgt. Arlow who 
locked an African suspect into the 
boot of his car;

#  It was Sgt. Arlow who w.as 
present recently at the arrest of 
three Africans suspiected of rob
bery. One of them died in the 
cells.

#  It was Sgt. Arlow who 
arrested a former magistrate, 
Kirschner, and forced him semi- 
clothed into a pick-up van. The 
magistrate was later awarded 
£2,000 damages for wrongful 
arrest.

W HAT a shame! Us bruin 
mense won’t be getting our
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own special kleurling theatre for 
a long time because it’s all tied up 
with our very own special kleur
ling juniversity, since one of the 
factors for the “development” of 
the theatre is the music faculty of 
the juniversity, and the mean ole 
City Council won’t give the Gov
ernment land in our very own 
Coloured group area to build the 
damn juniversity.

That means that the opening 
grand opera “Daar Kom Die Ali- 
bama” written and composed by 
the staff of the C.A.D. and featur
ing the Council of Coloufed 
Affairs, will have to be put on ice.

Another hitch in the programme 
I hear is due to the fact untergau- 
leiter Botha can’t find any volun
teers for the chorus, or maybe 
they’re too shy about having their 
names put up in lights.

house. "I woke up my wife, and 
dazed from the smoke, we went 
outside. 1 knocked on the doors ot 
my neighbours to wake them up. 
Everybody snatched their children 
up and rushed outside.

By the time I went back to my 
house, the whole place was in 
flames. I lost everything in my 
house including £35 in notes which

SACTU in Conference
Port Elizabeth

Taking advantage of the decision 
of the Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court SACTU held a 
workers’ meeting at the Moslem 
Institute on Sunday last .More than 
2,000 workers turned up.

Recently the A.D. upheld the de
cision of the Eastern Cape divi
sion that a non-African was at 
liberty to hold and conduct’ a meet
ing even if more than 10 Africans 
were present. This decision arose 
as a result of an appeal by a 
mixed g r o u p  of Africans, 
Coloureds and Europeans who had 
addressed a SACPO meeting at
tended by more than 10 Africans.

The workers’ meeting resolved:
#  This conference calls uPon 

all the workers, and other 
progressive organisations to 
intensify the Potato Boycott 
and the boycott of Nationa
list Products. The Confer
ence expressed its apprecia
tion of the initiative taken by 
the World Federation of 
Trade Unions and other pro
gressive countries who had 
come out in support of the 
boycott as a protest against 
Nationalist tyrannical apar
theid racial rule.

#  The Conference called upon 
all the workers to form fac
tory committees and to or
ganise the workers to fight 
for a minimum wage of a 
£l-a-day.

#  Conference strongly con
demned the Nationalist ban 
of People’s Leaders and 
their banishments.

I kept in a tin with my rent re
ceipts.

Mr. Jacobs rushed to the police 
station for help, but by the time 
the Fire Brigade came on the 
scene, the houses were in smoulder
ing heaps. In the confusion, the 
victims stood in groups in an open 
plot in the bitterly cold morning.

Fire and coffee to keep the vic
tims warm was prepared in the 
open plot by neighbours and mem
bers of the South African Coloured 
People’s Organisation.

An immediate call for donations 
was made to the Indian community 
who responded magnificently do
nating over £100 in money and 
foodstuffs.

After approaches to the Superin
tendent of the location. Welfare 
Authorities, the Rotary Club and 
other bodies, the ■ victims were 
housed in the hall of the Anglican 
church. The Rotary Club brought 
about 70 blankets and a doctor foi 
the victims. On Monday afternoon, 
the Welfare Department arranged 
beds and mattresses for the vic
tims at the Davey Social Centre 
until such time that better accom
modation could be found. Mean
while an appeal has been made 
by the Indian Advisory Board to 
the City Council to provide tents 
to house the victims.

Throughout the Sunday and 
Monday, SACPO members and 
sympathetic individuals were pre
paring food and whatever help 
they could afford to the fire vic
tims. A statement issued by 
SACPO called for better housing 
for the Coloured people of Benoni.

Eric Louw, meet 
Kim Dong Jo

South Korean officials confirmed 
their policy of barring Japanese 
newsmen from this country. Vice 
Foreign Minister Kim Dong Jo ex
plained to a reporter that Japan
ese newsmen are barred “because 
we are a free country. If they were 
admitted," he said, "we would not 
be able to continually check on 
them and prevent them from writ
ing unfavourable, distorted stories."

A so hi livening News, Tokyo.
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