
A# the elected representatives of the Native people 

in i ax’llament we wish to place on record our considered opinion 

with regard to the series of events leading to the recent 

Cabinet crisis, The point at issue in that crisis has been 

on what principles the nomination of Senators under section 24 

of the south Africa Act should be made. This section requires 

that certain Senators should be nominated Mon the ground mainly 

of their thorough acquaintance, by reason of their official 

experience or otherwise, with the reasonable wants and wishes 

of the Coloured races in South Africa.” We feel strongly 

that such nominations should be made primarily in good 

faith on the grounds stated in the Constitution and not with 

the object mainly of serving any other purpose. We do not 

feel that the nomination which led to the cabinet crisis was 

made in the spirit of the Constitution. In our opinion the 

ca*se of good government no less than that of the people whom 

we represent has suffered^ and we desire to endorse th» protest 

already made In the Senate against the nomination In question.

We regard the obligation of the Government to make 

conscientious nominations under section 24 of the Constitution 

- an obligation which unfortunately has not always been fulfill* 1 

in the past • as in no way impaired by the new type of repre

sentation in the Senate and in the House of Assembly. At no 

time during the passing of the Representation of Natives Act,

1936, did the view obtain any support that this new form of 

representation should In any way affect the existing system of 

nominated Senatorshlps.

It should be made clear that our concern for the 

proper application of Section 24 antedates by some months the 

present crisis. At our first meeting at Pretoria In December,

1937, and on subsequent occasions prior to the present Session,



we discussed this natter and decided to approach the prime
*

Minister on the dissolution of the present senate, to urge 

upon him the observance of Section 24 in letter and in 

spirit*

(Sgd*) Margaret Ballinger*

Edgar H* Brookes*

0. K. Hemming*

J. D. Rheinallt Jones*

C* H* Malcomess.

Donald B* Molteno.

W* T* vielsh*



 

Collection Number: AD1715 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (SAIRR), 1892-1974 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Collection Funder:- Atlantic Philanthropies Foundation 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document forms part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR), held at the Historical 

Papers Research Archive at The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


