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A LETTER TO NASSER
Ry Cecil Williams

Your Excellency,
Many South Africans admire 

you for the magnificent part 
you have played in the libera
tion of your country from the 
oppression of colonialism. In 
addition, we continue to be 
profoundly grateful for the 
vigorous action you have taken 
against the tyranny of apart
heid in Sk)uth Africa.

President Nasser.

We believe that your actions 
on our behalf arise from the 
conviction that race discrimi
nation is anti-democratic: that 
it diminishes the power of 
democratic principle and prac
tice in the world: that it is 
your concern for the expansion 
of democracy in the world 
which has called forth your

contribution to the struggle 
against apartheid.

We are nonplussed and 
saddened, therefore, to 
learn that in your own 
country you permit the 
most abhorrent anti-demo
cratic practices, namely the 
persecution and torture of 
political non-conformists. 
(See New Age March 23, 1961.)

I appeal to you. Sir, to 
strengthen the forces of demo
cracy in the world by widen
ing the practices of democracy 
in Egypt. This, 1 believe, you 
can achieve by:—

1. Ordering the immediate 
cessation of harsh, cruel 
treatment of political

2.

3.

prisoners.
Bringing all political 
prisoners to your courts 
of law to answer specific 
charges OR RELEAS
ING THEM.
Extending the fundamen
tal civil liberties of free
dom of speech, move
ment, association and or
ganisation to all the peo
ples of Egypt.

I make this appeal not only 
in the interests of the Egypt
ians who are suffering in your 
prisons and camps, but also in 
the conviction that with a 
wider democratic basis your 
country will be able even more 
strenuously to assist us in 
South Africa to progress to a 
fully democratic i^ate.

Mteli

Cecil Williams

f̂ llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllti:

WERE RONDO LEADERS 
KIDNAPPED?

Minister's Reply To Court Application
DURBAN.

application has been 
made to the Eastern Pro

vince Division of the Supreme 
Court demanding the immedi
ate release of four Pondo 
leaders who were taken into 
custody by the police when 
they were released from Ma- 
ritzburg jail recently.

The Pondo leaders—Mbambeni 
Mdikizela, Theophilus Tshagela, 
Mpini Ndela and Mavenie Ntshan- 
gase—were released from Maritz- 
burg jail on March 15 after winning 
their appeal against a conviction 
for addressing an illegal meeting in

TRIBUNAL ON P.E. 
BUS DISPUTE

-V

PORT ELIZABETH.
The tribunal to enquire into the 

dispute between the Bay Passenger 
Transport Company and its African 
staff of 200 bus drivers, conductors 
and other categories of employees 
opened its enquiry on Monday last 
week.

The tribunal was set up in terms 
of an agreement arrived at between 
the workers and the employers to 
end the 40-day bus boycott two 
months ago.

The workers are demanding an 
increase in wages for drivers and 
conductors from R14 to R20.25 per 
week, and a 33% increase for all 
the other categor.es.

They also demand improved con
ditions pf work, that opportunities 
for promotion to the position of 
inspector and clerks should be 
thrown open to the workers on cer
tain routes, and that the Company 
should grant facilities to enable the 
employees to carry on legitimate 
trade union work.

The tribunal’s umpire is Mr. A. 
van de Sandt Centlivres, former 
Chief Justice of the Union. The 
workers’ representative was to have 
been Mr. Govan Mbeki, but as he 
was not available when the tribunal 
began its sittings. Miss Ray Alexan
der took his place. Mr. O. P. F. 
Horwood, of Natal University, is the 
bosses’ representative.

Mr. Joe Slovo is appearing before 
the tribunal on behalf of the 
workers, and Mr. Harry Snitcher 
Q.C. for the ct>mpany.

Pondoland last August.
A fifth Pondo leader who was 

convicted with them was not re
leased at the same time as he was 
serving a sentence on another 
charge.

ADVOCATE’S AFFIDAVIT
In support of the application to 

court demanding their release, Mr. 
R. I. Arenstein submitted an affida
vit from Advocate A. S. K. Pitman 
who was with the men at Maritz- 
burg when they were taken into 
custody again.

Mr. Pitman said that two plain- 
clothed members of the police were 
present outside the prison when he 
arrived with a warrant of release. 
One of the police, Sgt. Sweetman, 
informed him that he was going to 
take the Pondo leaders to Bizana 
jail as soon as they were released.

“I asked him why . . . and he 
informed me that he was going to 
detain them under the emergency 
regulations relating to Pondoland. I 
replied that that was surely not 
legal as the regulations he had re
ferred to applied only to five dis
tricts . . .  in Pondoland and did 
not include Pietermaritzburg.

OFFENCES ALLEGED 
“. . . Detective Sweetman said 

that he would then arrest them for 
offences committed in Pondoland.” 

Stating that he then asked the 
detective if he had warrants for 
their arrest, his affidavit continues: 
“He informed me that he had not, 
but that warrants were not neces
sary. I replied that he would then 
have to inform the prisoners that 
he suspected them of having com
mitted offences other than the one 
with which they had been charged 
and found not guilty and that as 
their legal representative I would 
like to be present when these alle
gations were made to them.” 

Advocate Pitman’s affidavit goes 
on to state that after Detective 
Sweetman consulted the Officer 
Commanding the Transkei Police by 
telephone, he informed him that the 
four leaders were being detained 
under the Emergency Regulations 
and that legal representatives were 
not allowed to speak to prisoners 
under those Regulations.

MAKING SURE 
Stating that he wanted to make 

sure what Detective Sweetman was 
going to do. Advocate Pitman asked 
the detective whether he was arrest
ing the leaders because he had 
reason to believe they had commit
ted an offence or whether he was

merely detaining them under the 
Emergency Regulations.

“I asked him to tell me which it 
was as I would like to write down 
his answer in his presence,” adds 
the affidavit.

“Detective Sergeant Sweetman 
said, ‘I am arresting the four 
accused on grounds of reasonable 
suspicion that they addressed un
lawful meetings.’

“When I had written down what 
he had said I asked him, ‘Is this 
correct? I will read it to you.’ He 
interrupted me and said, ‘I am giv
ing you no information whatso
ever’.”

MINISTER’S AFFIDAVIT
In a replying affidavit the Minis

ter of Justice, Mr. Erasmus, stated: 
“I aver that it would be highly in
convenient and also expensive, and 
might well result in a disturbance 
of the peace, to produce applicants 
(the four leaders) in Court merely 
to be present at a legal argument.

“For these reasons . . .  I resist 
the application for the production 
of the applicants in Court for the 
purpose of this application; I resist 
the application for the release of 
the applicants and the alternative 
claim that applicants be allowed 
access to legal representation at this 
stage,” he stated.

ILLEGAL MEETINGS
An affidavit by the officer in 

charge of investigations in Pondo
land, Major van den Berg, stated 
that he found that all the trouble 
started “at a multitude of illegal 
meetings and gatherings at various 
locations in the Bizana district, 
which were attended by thousands 
of Pondos and address^ by agita
tors.”

Pondos from Flagstaff, Lusikisiki 
and other areas attended the meet
ings and spread the movement. 
They encouraged resistance to tribal 
authority, taxation and “other re
forms of Government control and 
authority.”

After hearing argument the Court 
postponed the application sine d:

In the meantime, whilst the F 
leaders languish in jail, they have 
no recourse to their lawyers and do 
not know what charges they will 
have to face.

I . . .  And A Letter To New Age%
Sir,—In sending you a copy 

of the letter I have addressed 
to President Nasser on the 
question of the detention and 
torture of political prisoners in 
Egyirt, I would like to pass on 
to your readers what the 
Turkish patriot, Nazim Hik- 
met, said to me a few years 
ago.

He said we democrats Tnust 
never tire of sending off letters 
of protest against victimisation 
and persecution of political 
prisoners in other parts of the 
world. (He assumed, of course, 
that we would be protesting 
like mad against such p)ersecu- 
tion in our own country.)

And then this great man re
called how his own release 
from goal AFTER SEVEN
TEEN YEARS IN TURKISH 
PRISONS was brought about 
by the inunensity of world 
protests to the Turkish govern
ment coupled with the demon
strations in Turkey itself. The 
largest procession in Istanbul 
was led by hij aged, blind 
mother, carrying a placard, 
‘Release my son’.

I hope the words of Nazim 
Hikmet will encourage your 
readers to respond to eve^ 
appeal for protest made in 
your paper.

CECIL WILLIAMS.
illllllllllllllllllllllllllllMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIItlllllllllllllllllllllllllMlIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllillllllllllll?

UP  M Y  A L L E Y
you want to be a spaceman, 

^  huh? . . . Well, boetie, you’ll 
have to ibecome a Springbok first 
. . . According to “an Afrikaner’s” 
description of Yuri Gagarin, re
ported in Die Burger, he looked as 
handsome as a Springbok centre! 
. . . That’s about the highest you 
can rise in the estimation of Afri- 
kanerdom! . . .  So that—if we had 
only beaten the Russians to it— 
the launching of our own space
man would have been broadcast 
to the world something like this . .

■tlllimilllllllllllllllllllllllllllir

By ALEX 
LA GUMA

=niiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitniiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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UNEMPLOYED
There are about 300 Africans un

employed in Grahamstown. Many 
people are facing ejectment from 
their homes for non-payment of 
rent.

V17E are now taking you over 
* ’ to Ellis Park for the launch

ing into space of South Africa’s 
first cosmonaut. Springbok centre 
Japie van der Gargargle . . . The 
referee has just come on to the 
field and the crowd is going wild 
. , . And here comes our hero, 
walking across from the dressing 
rooms . . .  He is wearing a new 
green and yellow jersey, the 
famous Springbok colours^ and 
waving to the crowd . . . The 
whistle goes for a scrum, van der 
Gargargle is just outside the 25 
yard line, it looks as if he’s going 
to score a try . . . The crowd is 
cheering their heads off . . . Yes, 
ladies and gentlemen, history is 
being made today . . . There’s two 
minutes to go before the final 
whistle, and the referee is starting 
the count-down . . . And there he 
goes . . .  A bottle flung from the 
Malay stand has ju.st struck van 
^er Gargargle’s noodle and he is 
really seeing stars . . .

hurry up when it comes to send
ing one of da boys overseas . . . 
But then, he’s a black boy.

A Y , mon, said a canny Scot the 
other day. If meesterrr Mac- 

Tshombe be thinking o’ turrning 
hee-lander ’tis the stone of Scone 

he’ll get agin the head.

A ND if you’re a good boy, like 
the Rev. Seth Mokitimi you 

might even get a passport . . .  If
you’re prepared to wait a year . .. 
It looks like even baas Van Eck 
and the lord high executioners of 
the DRC can’t convince the Minis
ter of Inferior (sorry Interior) to

Apartheid Paper For 

Africans
JOHANNESBURG.

A new weekly newspaper “to
give the Bantu political leadership 
in accordance with the South Afri
can tradition and to promo'te the 
Protestant religion” is to make its 
appearance this year.

The newspaper is to be published 
by a newly-formed company called 
Sabikor Ltd. (S.A. Bantu Industrial 
Corporation), which also aims at 
establishing companies for starting 
border industries. The nominal 
capital of the company is £1(X),(X)0.

The paper, which will be pub
lished in Xhosa, Zulu and Sotho, 
will be edited by Dr. A. M. Dekker, 
founder of the Christian Literature 
Fund.

J



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: AG2887 

Collection Name:    Publications, New Age, 1954-1962 
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location: Johannesburg 
©2016 

 
 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 
People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 
This document is held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


