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COURT RESUMES ON 10 SEPTEMBER 19387.

MOSIUOA GERARD PATRICK LEKQTA, still under oath

FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MR BIZOS Mr Lekota, did you write

EXHIBIT AL8? -- I did.

It is a document which you yourself signed. What did
you do with it once you drew i1t and signed it? -- I made
available copies of this document to our regiénal secretaries
with the intention that it be made available amongst others
to our naticnal executive commitzee members and as much as
1s possible to make 1t available to the public and the (10}
press.

Can you place a date on it more or less? -- At the time
I wrote this article it was the Zirst half of 1984, I cannc:

give a specific time.

secretary? -- I did =so.
I am goirg ¢o deal with this Zocument 1n some detzil i:
due course, but I weould like itz rafz2r you to the Zirst  parz-~

graph in ALZ2., "Thers is a tradizicon among Whifes in this (27}

’_.I
]

cocuntry ©o visw 2lack politics woth suspicion or docwnright
condemnation as aggitaticn, exitramism, terrorism. The Unitel

tractors bf the liberation movement took advantage oI :the
long establilished at<fitudes towards 3lack resistance to
apartheid In crdar to prejudice the front." Did vou bhelieve
this to be a correct statement? -- I believed so.

I want to refer wvou to what Mr Mcolefe, accused ne. 1§,

t

salid, that at the +ime that the TDF was launched, it was no-
necessary “o say expressly in either the declaration or (31

-

in/...



L'

N _

K906.02 - 15 480 - LEKOTA

in- the Working Principles that the UDF that was about <o be
formed as a national organisation had a policy of non-violence.
Do you recall the evidence of Mr Molefe in that regard? --

I recall that.

You as the eventual publicity secretary, did you take

an interest in what the editorial policy and what the public

perception about the formation of the UDF was in August 123832
-- That is so. It was a matter of prime importance in Zzct
Zor me, because I was respensible Zor the public image of

the United Democratic rront. (10}

Was there unanimity =zmongst the newspapers abkout the

-
17

image ©f the United Democratic Front that was about to be
torn? -- There was no unanimity on the attitude ci the wvaricus
nzwspapers towards the Unitec Democratic Front anc I thiﬁk
iZ one takes that the various newspapers represent vVaricus
groupings and strata oI our societwv, it is clear <hat scme

sections oI the Scutn African socisty did not uncderstand

**e UDF as it was and other
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nisrstand as in fact it was,

"I want to show vou some documents which wers publlisnscdizid)
2T the time and then ask you.
CZURT ¢ Are you coming back to this document? Should we

mct finish ALS Zfirst?

MR 31208 : No, I am going to deal with 1t chronclogically
Zzz2r. The reason why I refer to it is on order o put Lazc

fccus the reason for wnat we are ceing to try and show o
Zcur Lordship in relation to this, but I will be coming
bacx to the document.

I want to show vou an article signed by the editor cf

the City Press on 7 August 1983. What is the City Press? (30}

The/...
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-~ The City Press is one of the weekly newspapers that serves
the Black community.

Did this editorial appear at the time? -- It did.

DA56. I would like to read it into the record. "The
best of luck to all. This month sees a turning point in
Black politics in this country. The United Democratic Fron:t
{UGDF) will be formed and the names of the people behind it
ara impressive. Thev go across the whele spectrum of our
struggle. Names like Mrs Albertinz Sisulu, who neads no
introduction, veteran trade unionist Archie Gumede, old (10}
time civic leader Mr Oscar Mpetha andé a host of 6thers.

We have over the years stressed that viclence will not ever
soilve this country's problems, but talking will. The groups
whnc have ranged themselves with the UDF are those who nave
cted for a reallicnment of Black aspiration ané the reduc-
ticn ¢f the tensions that beset this land especizlly among
Blacks, v2%t hoping that their deliberations will bear Iruiz.
What would you say about the views of the editcr at the time?
.2 they correspond with vour visws 25 to what the percer-

ficn ¢i the pecple was in relation to the UDF's attitude (27

nisations which were then xnown o be following violient
methecs of struggle.

I would like to show you an edistorial f:om the Argus.
Is that published in Cape Town? -- That is corr=ct,

Is it a daily newspaper? -- It is a daily newspaper.

Do you Xnow its circulation? -- I am not certain aboutiid)

its/...
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its circulation, but it would range in thousands like the
Star, just like the Star and the Rand Daily Mail or so. It
is guite a widely read newspaper.

ASSESSOR (MR KRUGEL) : How big is the Cape after all? -- It

ig big. It has got a fair amount of surrounding areas to
which the Argus spills out most inland.

COURT : This is of 17 August 1983,

MR 2IZ0S : The heading is "Uniting against the 3ctha plan.
Next Saturday will see the formal launching on a national
basis of the United Democratic Front, a wide alliznce o0 (10]
groups, political and ctherwise, intent on cpposing Govern-—
ment policy, In particular Mr P.W. Botha's new censtitution.
I+t remains to be seen how cohesive the alliance will kbe. Buz

there can be no doubting its potential impact on the South

in =—he form of the 3ilack Sash and NUSAS, among others. It

$ mecst telling challernge is to the Govern-
ment's claime oI decisive support Zor its reform initiative
Irz= the Coloured and Indian people. The Labcur Party's
willingness to work with the new constitution, initiallv

at ieast, 1s qQuite decisive for the Government's zlans iZ
these are to have any credibility at all as a means of sharins

political power. The UDF is liXely to bring the party (307

and/...
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and its adherents under tremendous pressure in the event

of a referendum, general election or other test of popular

support for the proposals. Against a multitude of voices
protesting that thé new constitution will entrench apartheigd,
polarise the races, alienate the Black majority, the Labour
Party's only chance of sustaining its position will depend
on what visible gains for the Coloured people it can show

for its strategy. The signs are not auspicious. The UDF

offers to bring no new policies or philosophies %tz the scene.
It will bring together voices that have sounded <disparatelv (s

fcr many years without being heard - voices that need tc bde

neari for the sake of peace and good goveranment." This was

v

pubiished shortly beicre the launch on 20 August 19832 --

Tha+t is correct.

MR 21208 : The concliluding sentence "Voices that nsed tc 2e

hezrd for the sake ol peace and gocé governmenti", was the
verception at the time that this was going to D& 3 gpezceliul
crzzniszticn? == That is correcz. I think as I nzve said
aven,vestardiay, at the press conferance fthat point had {20)

I want you to plesase have a lock at the Scwe=zan oI

L]

22 xucust 1983 some <wo davs beicre the commencemant o the
conisrence - aiter, I beg vour parcon. After the commence-
ment of the conierence. We have alrsady hacd evilsnce abcut
what the Scwetan 1s. Do you know what its circulation was
at zhe time? -- It was the onlv daily that was serving tha
3lzck communities 1n the Witwatersrand, Pretoria, Vaal,
cczoplex and I canneot give precisely, but it ran into cthou-
sands. (301

I/...
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I want to read a number of paragraphs of this. *The
number of people who attended the United Democratic Front (UDF)
apart from being impressive, was over and above all com-
fortably representative. The choice of officials ffom the
patrons right down to the most junior officer seems splend:id
ancé studded with extracrdinary personalities. It seems evident
tha% anvbody who stands in the way of the UDF at this juncture
will only be called in derision. We are perhaps glad to
see that AZAPO has been supportive of this rally. .For whait-
aver your views about the movement, it must be admitted (10}
that they have put together the kxind of professional jeb that
car only be impeded by direct government action and that is
the xind of action we would like to advise the government not
to contemplate. It 1s necessary Zor organisers of such con-

ferznces +*o mount the kind of constructive oczasicn that would

thzt cur politicians on the oppesition become as wily as the
2iz.iczal snzXe and as car=iui zs ths deve., Thers Is jus:
..." {Court intervenes) (23)

everybody wWrote i the past, we wilil take s=ges. What para-

MR 23205 : I was going to refer tco all the paragraphs, excert
the last three.

COURT : Very well, read on.

v,

IR 2ZIZ0S : While we are about that, we helieve that it is

abcout time that our politicians on the opposition become as

ily as the Biblical snake and as careful as the dove. There(39)

X

is Zust no nead for breast beating and giving your constituents

the/...
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the misguided idea that victory is around the corner. There

is a lot of spade work to do and governmental oppcsiticn

that might try t¢ distabilise the smooth. The becgus pamphlets
distributed before the Cape Town rally are an incdication

of this. There is no doubt that the more aggressive the

UDT seems to be, the more radical attacks against it are

going to be. We believe that our people in South africa

shculd be made aware - We believe that all the pecple of

South Africa should be made aware that organisations formed

to cppose the government are not necessarid
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progress in the country. It is obvious that the TDF has 2

responsible agenda and does nct look at violence. TFor

instance as a tactic for political persuation. IZ this
Xiné of conference is instilled in the minds of =he peorvle

particularly if it 1s stressed that the movemsnt 1s working

towards peace andé stability Ior all
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Was that in accorcance with the perception at the time? --

That 1s correct.
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the Rand Daily Mail, I do not want o r2ad the whcole
the editorial but merely the last sentence in ths sscond
zaracraph and the third parazgraph., I will <rv =z2rni lszave

out the motivation for it and merely ... "This Iz added =0

because thusiar these meetings of these varicus crganisa-

[o N
rt
'y
1]
2
9}
0]
l_.l
[t

ticns actually held have been peaceZul. Indee
zurpose of the organisations is %o put forward viewpoints
peacefully. That is the basis 0f the creation earlier £his
year of the two umbrella movements, the United Democratic

ront and the National Forum." The second last paragraph(30)

in/...
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in the same editorial "Another fundamental peoint arises.

? peaceful parts to declare

If people are prevented from
their views on government policy, then what are they supposed
to do?" Does this editorial on those points represent the
perception of the UDF at the time? -- That is correct. I

think that is as accused no. 19 tried to explain 2 the

Court. We were generally undestood and we had made plain thac

®

we were a non-violent organisation and throuchout cecpl
unéerstood us as a non-violent organisation and we understocd
that. The masses of the pecple in particular our consti-(10)
tuents understood that the UDF was committad to ncn-violent

means of struggle.

[Ts]

DAS9.

i

COCRT

MR 3IZ08 : I want to show vou a column published iIn Beeld
on 25 Aucust 1983. I want tc read three paragraphs out of

tnis. =-- Just pefore Mr RBizeos resads, I just want tTc mention

the —ime. Thers were guite a number cf single articies.

MR 3I20S : This is shortly aiier the formation ¢f the UD
I want %o read the first paragraph "Dit kan wees da: die
gesk:iedenis homself gaan herhaal met die United Demoacratic
Front. Die nuwe buite parlementére beweging agter wie links
progce so lus lykx om aan te tou." The other is the thizd
paracraph "Destvds se storm troepe teen die nasionale regerirc
wou emosies gaande maak ocor die Kleurling stemreg en die (38)

pogings/. ..
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pogings om die Kleurlinge op n aparte kieslys te plaas. Vandag
wil massa histerie aanblaas teen die ontwerp groncdwet waar-
deur die Bruinmense terug na die parlement sal kom." I want
to read the paragraph immediately above the cartoon "Gaan
die PFP aansluiting scek by die UDF? Gaan die UDF die PFP
toelaat om sy parlementére arm te word of gaan hy slegs buits
pariementér die wéreld aan die brand probeer steek? Die
procge was nie openlik teenwoordig by cie geboorte van die
nuwe United Front nie, was hulle gelgnoreer." Whz:t I want

to zsk you is this - obviously this is not a very compli- (Il)
mer<ary article in relation to +the UDr. Even the Afrikaans
papers that you read at the time, did they make any sugges-
tion that this was going %to be a violent organisazion? --

No, théy did not make this sucgestion. There was, however,

a mztter of derision that was ciscernable in the cercepticn

COU=T : This geces in as DA6O.

MR ZIZ0S : Apparently there was an aittempt to fcrm a united
Irzot in 1932, Do vecu Xnow anvihing zbout that? -- I have
Coms across this here and there in my reacding of zistory. (z2)

Lt Zaa

v

O QC Wit Tae Cuesticn oI Tie Iraincihise TC the

Coizured community.

COUET : Was it not zhe Torch Commande that was zzrh of the
UDT then? ~- I f£hinx the Torch Commando and a num-sr of othsr

orgznisations were invoived. The Zact i1s, thers wars a numisr

of Zormations at thz: time. In the Colourad community cheyv

Q

forzed what they called the Franchise action Council and

so zn.

MR 21205 : Very briefly I want to rafer to the szme news-
pag2r of 24 August 1983 by its political columnis=z Harber. (32)

Do/...
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Do you recall this? -- I recall this.

In it the UDF, if you have a look at the second and
third paragraphs is really dealt with on the basis that it
may be an embarrassment to the Progressive Party or the
Progressive Federal Party? -- That is correct.

There is a statement in the second last paragraph on
the first column "Dr. Slabbert noem dit m baie belangrike
en betekenisvolle ontwikkeling. Dr Alex Boraine, voorsitter
van die party se uitvoerende bestuur, beskryf dit juigend
as die belangrikste ontwikkeling in Suild-Afrika sedert die (10)

jare vyftig" and ther
hi

3

the columnist starts dealing with his
Was there anything at the time to suggest
that it was perceived by persons such as the political

calumnist referred to and other editorizl matters as a violant

orzganisation? -- Ng, except for articles iiXe these written
5v 3Beeld correspondents may be and scme oI the airikaans

newspapers. There was no suggesticn thé&t the UDF was a

violent organisation.

ask you whether as time went on whether accusations of (2C)
vilclence and conneciion with the ANC starzad apoezring in

newspapers which wers not editorial

v in favour oI the JDT?
-- That 1s correc:.

Ané you as a publicity secretary, what did veu do abou:
these allegations in these newspagpeérs? -- I TOOK sSteps to

correct these, At first I denied that anéd then attempted

T

o}

"y

ut across the correct position as it was. In scnme
instances I wrote articles that I attempted to get into
newspapers to be published and documents such as AL3 would

be examples of some of the efforts which I made to correc+t{30)

+he/, ..
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the position.

Could we turn to AL8. We have already read out the first
paragraph. Does ALS8 represent the policy of the UDF on the
matters that it deals with? -- That is correct.

Did it represent your own personai view before the launcn

of the UDF? =-=- That is so.

Would you read the document into the record frocz= the
second paragraph on, please. -- "Many people who suppcrt the

new deal still cannot uncderstand why we oppose the new consti-

tution act as not being a step 1in the right directicn. (13)

Their aversion to the UDF feeds on this lack of understandinc

of our standpoint. We reject the new constitution ac:, Dbeczussa
it excludes the African maicrity from government. The Act
¢f Unicn in 1910 axtended gqualified Iranchise to Airicans

in the Cape and Natal. Because it excluded Transvzal znd
rra=2 State Africans, it was Ifraud. 3ut even thazt was taken

awav after 193€. Since then successive White govarnzents

have set up structures which have never gained crsdiZiiicy
ameng African pe2ople and that includss the oresent himeland

a2xpressed therein. The new constiiution 2nirenchzs Wiite
menopoly of political zeower, because the White Hcuse 13 a
matority house. Thers is no sharing of cower aven wiiih the
deiegates and Coloured representatives, will cecnstizuze onlyw
three-quarters of the White House. This constituticn cslaces
respensibility upon Coloured and Indian people fcor Iuc-ther
apartheid legislation without giving them power to ellactivelw
determine what laws may cr may not go into the statu:e (20}

books/...



K906.29 - 15 490 - LEKOTA

books. Furthermore the tri-cameral form was adopted so as

to preserve the fundamental apartheid principle of White
untouchableness. Racism remains the corner stone of the

new constitution. Indians and Coloured will still be treate:z
with the same racial contempt as before. Hence the retenticn
of the Free State laws that prohibit Indign settlement in the
province and parts of Northern Natal. Indeed the Minister

of Transport has already assured the cfficizl opposition <hat
even the blue train will he divided into racial coaches so
that White MP's do not mix. The concept of local covern- (i)
ment or own affairs will ascertain that the co-opted groups
ar2 confined to the present townships with shortace of housi=zg,

ack of schools and other facilities. Theres is nothing
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rially that the improve the
living conditions of the co-cpged groups. More than this,

tne new constitutlion is unacceptakble for the fundamental

rezson that it I1s not the ceomstitution oI the peosie of

Scuth Africa. I%f i3 the praduct aznd zreoserzy of our Scouth
Africans 2nd¢ onliy Whites vez:sd to Zeclide whether 1% is
accaptable or nct. What we call for is a constitution fori{d)
the entire peopla of our country, 3lack and White, We

believe that over centuries 0f cvar action all the cecpls
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country nave contrizuzed o the oDra2csent shace and

Scuth Africa., All azave a rightIul claim <0 %the
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o wealch, culture znd rasidence., Scouth Africa
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vast encugh to accommodate 2ll, but any constitution which
excludes any section, whatever race or colour, is a sure
fermula for racial and violent conflict. Past and present

1

history clearly confirms this. 1In 19690 afiter 48 vears of

—

campaigning for African political rights, like the hated (3¢

pass/...
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pass laws and influx laws, the African National Congress

was banned and prohibited. The response was swift and eye-
opening. On December 16, 1961 a section of the ANC, the Spe:zr
of the Naticnal, emerged as the armed wing and inspite of
everything today's rising tide of sabotage and armed engage-
ment with police and army units, points to a growing trend

of resort to armed struggle. A constitution such as the
present cone can only intensify African, Indian and Coloured
frustration at their failure to attain effective oolitical
rights. Such a constitution amounts to fueling the furs (1{:
of anger at the covernment's stubbornness and insensitivity
to their aspirations. Our meotivation in the United Democrati:
Front lies precisely hers. It is ocur realisation that the
new constitution act dees not ramove arsas of dissatisfacticn
bu+t in fact cushions zctertheid against future ané more resis-
tance, especially Alrican resistance., It i1s generzily con-

sidersd that thz next logical step Wwithin the context of ths

new constitution is to cconscripnt Indian and Colcoursd youitns
ints the army, Thaw 13 <2 strencthen the Scuth Alrzican Delfsrnce
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because White students were ncot ZIorced <o studvy in Sothe or
Zuiz, it was the SADF zand police units which zame ané shot
them. Manv of those who left the country tock to 2rms in
reaspcnse. In a letter to the Prime Minister last vear, the
UDF drew attention to the shortcomings and called for a
national convention ¢ all South Africans, 3lack znd White

to craw up a COHSt‘tU“lCn accepta

o

to all, We have (30)

confidence/ ...
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confidence that given that opportunity South Africans will

not choose revolution. We are opposed to the new deal because
we are opposed to bloodshed.”

You told us that you tried to give as wide publicity
to this document as you possibly could. -- That is correct.

Dié you hold press conferences? -- I did.

Did you address meetings? ~-- I addresses very many publ:ic
meetings.

The distinction of the UDF once it was launched to cam-
caign against the local authorities and the elactions held(ll)
thereunder and the elections in terms of the new act fcr a
tri-cameral parliament, did you personally have any reason

to believe that there was anything unlawiul in cccosing

=i
%
f
th

~hose elections and asking people to boycott themn? --
always convinced that we were iacting perifzactly legzlily anc

that we had the richt to say that we did not acres with the

I was convinced andéd I remained convinced that we =8 <he

Doycoott or extansisn? -- We were not the oniv crganlsaticn
thz< expressed oppcsiiicn to thie new dispensaticn. Apars:

frcm ourselves, thers were - Ifor ingtance in parilament,

the Progressive rederal Party Iitself expressecd its cppositizn,
well of course the C2 and the HNP for their cwn ra2asons of
ccurse. Then within the homeland siructures, ither=s wers

a number of homeland leaders who expressed opposition to

the new dispensation, there wera church leaders wihc oppesed
it, trade union leacders who did so and very many other
orcanisations which were independent of the UDF z2né which(3C:

r
/e e

.

ai



K906.32 - 15 493 - LEKOTA
did not form part of it. Some of which were Qery critical
of the UDF, expressed opposition to the new constitution.

In order to give His Lordship some idea of the extend
to this opposition, do you remember what the attitude was
to the referendum in which Whites were to either endorse or
raiect the proposals in 1983? --Is that now the general
attitude?

Yes. -- Well, whilst the results of the refsrendum wers
Xnown, the reaction was very sharp{ It ranged £rom the
invitation of Chief Buthelezil to the ANC and the.PAC to (13}
join him in what he called a marriace of convenience and
it ran across our own condemnation and other organisations
ané to the trade unions. There were ministers, chief
ministers like Mzbusa and sO many o©tliars, wWhRo wers disapmolin-

t2¢é ané who felt that scmething urcent needed to e dcone o

[9]]

zersuade the government to abandon “he road it haZ cheosen.

Do you know whether anyone hacd called for the bovcot:

of the "Yeg/No" wcte in the refsrendum? -- Yes, that was
culnz 2 guestion. I thinXx amongst cotnzrs Chief Zushelzczi

naéd mace a stronc call on the White communiity to vote no.(22)

Wizmin our own ranxs there were sec=ztions which f=1t that
peozlie should vot2 no, other peopls felt they shculd not

vote at all and scme of the other, right-wing parties in

the white sect cocmmunities also did call Zor this no vota.
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Do you recall what the editori
newspaper was in ralation to the referendum? -- The call
Sy the Star I think there was wide publicity that people must
vcTe no.

Are you sure of that? -- I am not 100% certain,

You have referred to the reaction of peopla who were (30)

inimic=l/...
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inimical to tge UDF like Chief Buthelezi. I want to show
you a cutting from the Rand Daily Mail of 4 November 1983

It would be DA62. Is this the one that you are referring to?
-- That is corréct.

I want to read the first paragraph and one or two other

paragraphs in this article.

COURT : This 1s Mr Harbér whom we met before?

L

a

MR 3I20S : Yes. "Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, the Chief Minister

Xwazulun suggestad yesterday that it might be possible Zor

e}
[ 1Y

his Inkatha crganisation to form "marriace of convenience™10)

W

n
L

&

»

with the banned Afirican National Congres

Cerngress in the wait of the referendum result." about the

(23

micdcdle ofi that column "He warned that the result would
mezan oncgoling conflict in South Africa and it paved the way

fIor more vigiznce."” The second last paragraph on fhe same

TS 2% unliess oI Course a ONLricla oCCZurs “e szii 3lac=s

- 1~ 1y - — =4 - - - I < - R
could only zuccesd in bringing Whites to their Xxmees i {20}
::EF wers \Jan.-= I ;s;ng Tlell WOoOIrXasr ?WEI anc TohelIl CConsumEeEr

ccwar., He said he was appealing to ANC cresicent, Mr Cliver

Tambc and ¥Mr John 3okhele the leaer 0f the PAC. They musz

Xnow that what has bDeen done pra2sents us Africans with a

PAC and the ANC or the non-viclent strategy of Inkatha, he
Was +this representative of the anger tha: you have
spoxen 0f? -~ It did and I think it expressed the very high
ide of feeling at the cutcome of the referendum, the fact
that White people had accepted the constitution that (30)

.
iy i
4022/ ...
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the Pan African?
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excluded the African sections. This was really the complaint.
COURT : It has not say what form this marriage would take?
-- This is what we read in the papers and what is siqﬁifi-
cant is that he, Ch;ef Buthelezi was sc angry that he was
prepared to join hands with armed organisations. We did not
go to that extend. We insisted that non-violent path must
be fully explored and our organisations must be strengthened
sc that the government can be convinced of just how strong
the majority of our people felt about the thing and just

ncw strong they felt about the problem being resolved {12)
peacefully.

M2 BIZ0S : Do you reczall that the referendum was on 3 November

13832 The statement was macde 3 day oOr two afterwards? --
Y=s5, that is correct.

-

I now want to deal with the Launch. You told us that

]

cme stage vou joined the pre-planning cecmmittee? --

Ut

.

14

Thzt 1s correct. Advance planning commitise.

35ZZ8S0R (MR XRUGEL) : 2Before ycu go on, vour views have

Blacks. How did this strike you? -- In order to uncderstand
hcw we understood that, it woulé pe Iimportand to understand
hcw Mr Steve Kgame 1is perceived bv us within cut communities,
because there are people evidently whom in our communities

are regarded as so to say they are defeated and they have

10 spirit and they gould not speak the truth. Iven when a

.

thing is wrong, they are what you may call baas boys "Ja, (30)

taas/...
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baas, ja baas". Even when a thing is wrong, just because it

is said by the baas it is right. Mr Steven Kgame unfortunately
is one of those people that is perceived that way. In fact
some of the people that used to be with him, have even
abandoned him now, because he 1s, if I may express my own
personal opinion, not different than what the old Greeks

used to call fools, c¢riminals and eunuchs. He is a perfect
tool of a dictator. He would not exercise his own Jjudgment.

To see that African people are excluded from parliament and
say that is good, I do not know what 1s gooc abcut that. (13)
I caznnot begin to see what is good about that. The best
minds within our communities understand that this man here
is not talking in their interest. He 15 mcre concernedé -

he must say that and he gets his salary or something
that may be for it. Those things have been s&id beiore ancd
thev have been said in cur communities. So, he is - let me

sut it just in briei. This is a classic pugpet. That is

MP ZIZCS : Thera are complaints in the <documenis zbout
bcgus pamphlets ... {(Ccurt interveres) (S
CCURT @ Are we ccling onto the launch?

MR 3IZ08 : Yes, i1t relates %o the launch. Was there any

at-empt made £0 4isru

th
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corract and that tock the fcocrm of a number of zccus pamphless
distributed in the main centres Cape Town, :in jernannesburg,
curperting to come from the UDF and informing the public thas
the UDF national launch was no longer going cn and that it
would go on at scme future date.

I want to show you a pamphlet purporting to have been
issued by the United Democratic Tront. Is this the (3C)

pampiilet/. ..
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pamphlet? -- I recognise this as the pamphlet.

COURT : DA63.

MR BIZOS : Did the advance planning cormmittee or anycne

connected with the regicns of the UDF or anyone, any autherizy

have anything to do with the printing and distribution of

this pamphlet? =-- We had nothing to do with this pamphlet.

In fact we were shocked when we came across this and we had =z

maka hurriédly telephone callis to make sure that people remained

prcoerly informed and that they came to the coniarence.
Please have a look at document Al. Do you Xnow how (if}

the declaration that appears on Al page 4 came to be drawn

up? -~ That is correct.

How? -- As I understood the position, initially thers

had been a declaration document prepared at the Aniti-SAIC
mee=ting. At the time when the joint executives oI Transvaal,
the Western Cape and Natal met, they were not sazisiied

they were not happv with it being adopted as rerrssentative

of *he front. In the interim, in anv event, Transvaal had -

rzzna2r Natzl produced iis own Zeclaraticn at 1is OWn o launsh
and 2o with the Western Cape. It was f2if that it was (20}
necassary, it would be necessary to procuce a declaraticn
tha- would satisiyv everybody anéd as I understoccd the pesiticn
somz peoprle larcely the secrataries c¢i %fhese ra2glions wers

scre documents, scme declarations formally prerarad were
recrasented but it was not satisfactory and the secretaries

of the regions had to go back and do a bit more work on 1%,

"ASSZSSOR (MR XRUGEL} : In Cage Town? =-- In Carce Town ncw.

Thaz was subsequently presented to the conference. That (3C)

is/...



K906.48 - 15 498 - LEKOTA
is now the session before the rally in the afterncon

was debate that took place around that, amendments w

effected and in the end on Saturday afternoon it was adopted

as the declaration of the £ront. That is in broac o

how I remember the path it followed.

MR BIZ0OS : I do not want you to deal in detail with

the conference and the rally were conducted, because

I

P

fu

n

coileague Mr Molefe gave a description of that

t

I a

uncéerstand the State to put that in issue. As
declaration is concerned, which was adopted, I want

you a number of gquestions. It is the State's ailsga

. Thera

ere

utline

how
your
did not
s the
to ask(l

tion

that the UDF had as its object to cver throw the government

by violence incliuding threats of violence. What Zo you say

ct

to that allegation? ~- I cdeny that categorically.

What do vou say to the ailegation that the U

formed as a rasult of Mr Tambc's statement apparsnily made

on 3 January 1983 calling for scme sort of Iront
that allegation completely. I have always Xnown >ot

P ‘ - . . N . . — .
GLTr2CTT LNN2IACTION Wit MY Coileagues Lo Te uyrs ind

alsc made public as a rasult the fact that the Uni:is

-

3

Demccratic ©ront came int

C
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was made by Dr Allan Boesak at the Anti

ry 1983. For mysel

h

f I think actuaily that ==

0]
J-
k

T o
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was inspired by the step of the govermment to intrsad

being as a result of z cal

n frem

uce the

new 2disrensation, that if anybody else is to be zlamed Zor

the formation of the United Democratic Front 1t must

Y

the government, because if the government didé not in
that dispensation which was not satisfactory we wcul
nave hac ground tec form the United Democratic Frconz.

me perhaps explain why other calls that had been zad

we/...
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we have heard in the trial, 1981, 71, 82 may be and so on.
Why may be they did not succeed is because there was no
actual cause good ground, but whilst the new dispensation
was there and people were not happy about it, the ca:l was
made and there was a response to it.

Was viclence part of the program of the UDF at any
stage that you were assoclated with it? =-- Not at all. As
I have said, it was - the UDF made the matter publiicly clear
at the press conference on the eve of its national launch

The point has been repeated over and over, sometimes (19)

1]

hrcugh my meouth and on many other occasions througn the

r+

mouths of other leaders of the Uniced Democratic Front that
the UDF wants a peaceful solution and that it calls on the

government to call a naticnal conventicn ©f the lisaders of

the respective people of our couniry to work out Zn accepta-
le ceonstitution., That 1s the aptroach of the Unized
Democratic Ifront.

wiy newspapers, editcrials and rsports of various xInds could
re written to say that the UDF was a aon-violent orzanisaticn
anc we never raised any objections against those adiforizis.
In fact, if anvything we gave tfhem reason why ther should
writze more ancé some o0f our articles which put the positicon

of the UDF forward dicd not receive publicity. Sc, we have
nct only said in public meetings, we have written about it
ard other people have written about us kncwing, with the
Knowledge that we are a non-violent front. (3¢)

what/...
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What do you say about the allegation that the UDF intended
to make South Africa ungovernable? =-- That is news to me.
I heard about this for the first time that we want to make
the country ungovernable I think when some of the government's
spokesmen accused us of being a front of the African National
Congress and therefore that we wanted to pursue a certain
policy of the ANC and to make the country ungovernable, but

hat has never been the policy of the United Demccratic Front.

it

what do you say about the allegation that the UDF was
prezaring the masses in South Africa for a violent revolu-(i9)
tion? -- I deny that. If anything, we were preparing the

masses for a peaceful resolution of the problems oI our

Did you vourself receive any cr have access o any

peblicaticns of the United Democratic rront or the Soutn

4

African Communist Party? -- Not at all., I was privileged
to xnow for the first time scme o the publicaticns of the
ANC when the State brought its exhibits here, I &iZ nct
J2n Xnow the titles of these macazines that wers nare,
I nhz¢ never even resad about *“hem. {20)
Was there any debate at the coniersnce about zhe decla-
raticn? =- Thera was a fair amcunt Zebate on the dsclaration
cf =<he UDF.
What was the debate about?--Initially we rezd the decla-

ratison before lunch and there were zeveral amendnents which

Hh

wera effected. I cannot recall each and every one of them_
anéd then Just before lunch - the luncheon adjournment the
guestion that came up was one of whether the declaration
shculid not specifically state or include traders as being

part of the people who would be adversely affecteé by this(ZC)

new/...
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new dispensation. That is to say the commercial section.
Some people felt that we should mention there that the
commercial section will also be there or it would also be
affected. Other people felt that it was adequate as it had
been stated and other people proposed suggestions of a diffe-
rent nature. So, there was guite a fair amocunt of dektate

on this gquestion. As a result of this, it was moved that

the Zdeclaration be read right thrcugh and people - that the
conisrence must adjourn and that people should be aillowed

to Zesbate in an informal atmosphere, so that it would (1G)
facilitate the discussions in that way. S0, we r=ad both

the Zeclaration at that stage and alsoc the working principles
so zthat during the lunch hour there would be infcrmal dis—

cuissions of both documents ameng the delegates. The zeople

n

who had objections wouid raise them then. o, it would
itate proceedings r2ally whilst we ccme back. With

recars to the declaration, the issue was one of “he commercial

sec=<ion whether it must be inciuced or noct ang tha+t was 4dis-

cuzz2< 2t lencih durinc zThe iungh zdétournment I mvsell
l'f/\f\nﬂ\,
got Involved in it because Mr Xann who nad rzised the (2C)

cesticn, was very inslistent that the commercia
us= be mentioned and scme delegatses weres trving <o per-
suzl2 him that it is alright as it is 2néd so on. So, I

alsc took part in this discussion. This was aiftser the con-

fersence adjourned and cduring the luncheon. When we came

(¢
v

cx ther=fore the guestion had been resolved there because
i1t zzd been agreed that alright, if we just say - I think
whazt 1t says ... (Mr Bizos intervenes)

Perhaps we will refer to it later. -- We acresd that the
cdec.aration as it stood, dié not need anything te say (30)

about/...
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about the traders because it encompassed them, on that gues-
ticn at least. That went on through the lunch adiournment.
There were other amendments which were affected of a differzaant
kiné, towards here, towards there and so on.

You have made your views known to His Lordship and the
Learned Assessor. I am not going to ask you how you under-
stood the declaration, because I think that you héve covere:l
it in the main about what sort of Africa you want Tc see an:
we will leave for cross-examination anything that they want
to raise with you in connection with the declaraticn, bDut(ll)
there are just one or two aspects that I want to Zezl with,
What were the two most important issues in the ccuntry at
the time in relation to the dispensaticn that you hoped to
aciress by adorting this declaration? -~ We hoped o address
the cuesticn oI the new constitution act andéd the Xcornhof
2ills.

Pi=2ase nhave a look at the last sentance, ths lzst sarsz-
grzzh "And now therefore we pledge tc come together in this

Talz=2d Demccratic
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-~ That 1is the uniting purpose oI setting up the Tnited
Democratic Front.
Was this purpose, the formaticn cI the United Jemocrai:ic

Frcnt made Xnown generally throughcut the countrv?

1
!
1
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3
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is correct.
Was this understood by the representatives oi zhe var:i:-u
orzanisations to have been the purpose? -- That is correct.
And we have already had evidence that very many copies
of this were distributed? -- 0Oh, yes, that 1is correct. {Z2)

/...
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I want to deal with one other allegation which the State@)
makes and that is this that you were going to use day to dav
issues in order to achieve some greater purpose. What do
you say to that? -- This is absolutely untrue. When we set
up the UDF, we brought together organisations which by their
very nature were commnunity organisations. In any event on
their own were handling local problems attempting to make
l1iZ=2 more bearable for the people. Soc that that presented
an immediate objegtive to get certain benefits Ifor our commu-
nizies. 1If people Z&id not have proper sewerage, those (1@}
orcanisations attempted to solve a problem of that nature.
If people did not have a school, thosSe organisations served
the purpose of solving those problems, but it was because

of the realisation of our people iIn their varicus settings

’..I

ané communities and organisations, whether they ke church
crzznisatlions or ecducaticnal organisations, that the problexs

the< theyv were atiempiting o solve on a dalily basis, were

rez2ly the outgrcwtl of apartheid. That as long 235 the
cowarnment continued witl that $ollly, WiRIgfn Ls fhe scurce
oI =hese precblems, those croblems would remain unsslved. (Z22)

fu
f
iy

Zact that these policies of aparctheid even in the new
censatlon would continue to cause us those probiems. There
has never in none of the speakers that spoke in the confe-
rence of the front and ncone as far as I knew that spoke at
anyone of the launches of the regional formations of the

frecnt - has ever suggested that now what we are about here

1s trigger to use these day to day issues so tha:t we can (3C)

cause/...
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cause trouble. We were more concerned with seolving the
problems that confront our people, get them direct benefits
what benefits can be found but at the same time, when the
new dispensation came to say to the government tiat that
policy is causing these problems and we do not want it for
this reason. So, I deny that we had any conspiratcrial
motive to use those things, complaints and daily issues of
cur people to cause trouble.

WITNESS STANDS DOWN.

COURT ADJOQURNS. COURT RESUMES. (1<)

MOSIUOQOA GERARD PATRICKX LEXOTA, still under ocath

FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MR BIZCS

ticz on page 2 it is stated that "We know that acartheid
will continue". -- That 1is correct.
That White domination and extloiration will zZontinue

ant s0 it coes on., -- Yes,.

Mr Lekota, 1n the declarz-

What do you say to the suggesticn made by ths Stzate irn
crcss~examination that you Xnew that vour elforts woulid
ccoe to naught and that the government weuld nevaer L, 0"
{Czurt intzrvenes) {22
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MR 3IZ208 : I am sorry, page > oI 21. What do vc: say to
thz suggesticn that by setting this out vou Xxnew tiat your
elizrts would ccme to naught? -- I denv that sugzessticn.

I zhink it is a misinteroretation of this secticn 2of the
declaraticn. What the declaraticn puts across here is that
under the new dispensation apartheid will continue to exist
anc that it will manifest itself in these forms which are
ncw indicated here "White domina“tion and exploizz=-ion will
continue. TForced removals will continue. The grsup areas|

act/...
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act will continue. Bantustans will remain. Unequal dis-
tribution of the land, wealth and resources of the country.
Migratory labour system will live on. The government will
continue to rely on junior partners, the so-called leaders
of our communities." And that we will continue to be harras-
sed. For instance the pass laws remained ... (Mr 3izos
intervenes)

They are set cut? -- Yes, bannings and so on. All that

I want to say is that it 1s a misinterpreation of the

Did all the Roornnhof Bills hecome law as

iy
fu
H
[41]
n
'
O

remember? =-- As far as I recall two of them became lzaw, but
the Orderly Movement anc Settlement of Black Persons 3ill
was or did not become law.

ad you campaigned against the introducticn o:i thi

10}

legislation? =-- We have campaigrned vigorously zgzinsti that

tance by the government and that vou xnew that they would(2d)
all be ra2iected. What do ycu say to that? -- I Jeny that.
We pursued these Icdeals with the Zull convicticn ané beliel
that the government could be moved =0 hear ouwxr volce. We

nave never chanced from that pesition.
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Do you recall whether you claimed any C:
abandonment of one of ;hese rules? ~- It is corrsci. When
the Crderly Movement and Settliement of 3lack Persons Bill
was set aside, both ourselves and other organisations which
were opposed to it and which had campaigned acainst 1it,
claimed credit for having persuaded the government successiull

(20
to/...
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to abandon it.

I want to show you a newspaper cutting which guotes
you on 4 May 1984. The last three paragraphs in column 1.
COURT : It is the Rand Daily Mail of 4 May 1984. It will
go in as DA 64.

MR 37208

.

The article gquotes a number of people who were

opocsed to this bill and campaigned against it. I only want

to 3==21 with +the last three paragrapns in column 1. "The

‘nized Democratic Front, which was formed partly %to oppose

thiz and the other two Koornhof 3:ills, said +he Government({

-~

J}

rezr=2ated on the 3ill pecause of the campaign run by tihe UD

and other progressive organisaticns. Byt the UD

vinzad that part of the provisions of the originalil Bill weculd

te Implemented through the rscentlv sassed Aliens and Immi-
graz-ts Amendment Bill." -- Correct,.

ccxzizment "To consult our peopls regularly

vzoez T 3 = - g crdmiie mpmA 2 Lo = M
Trzhely strive to represent thelr visws and aspirzations, -
M . Pl )

-2 LS8 srrect.

|-

What do you say to the suggestion bv the Sizte that

vou were really doing the bidding of the ANC? -- I denv thsz

|

n

flzzly. As I have saié, the UDF was inspired bv the prcblems

2= wWe in our community verceived all the time. We went

bacxz constantly to our people to 2inéd out what whait thev

o

warnz2d, how they felt about the law and because we had made

2 coomitment that we weuld represent them bravely, we hawve(2(C)

never/...
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never hesitated when the moment arose to state honestly,

whatever the consequences to ourselves, how our people feel

about it and I think even at this point in time we continue

to carry that responsibility. We know that our people are

listening to us, are reading and we must sav here what has

been said and we must say we represent that honestly.

There is not a board who is intimidating us or who is giving

us instructions. We represent our constituency and we must

speak on behalf of the constituency
then <that that constituency can have

ané¢ perhaps tomorrow also re-elect

that we have failed that duty, it

estly. It is only
confidence in us {13)

but 1f now it £inds

to us you are

just puppets and that has happened to many of our peorle

who have veered from the mandates

We are stuck by the mandate.

We will come in greater dJdetall
avceneomy and not directing people o

lezdership wanted to cdo. How impcrzans

UDI? -- The guesticn oI mandate?

ind consulting the grassrocts

warnt us tc do and i1 we wers not sures,

nave been given.

- h em

______ d ftc ¢ back

naéd to go rack

tc find out the correct thing. As an corganisation we had

an Important consideration and reason why we had to do s0.

Toc many today are peopie who wal

and who claim to represent those ¢

a mistake in this regard we would

in our communities

unities. If we madce
éd ourselves in the (30)

same/...
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same position where people would say who said you must do it?
where did you get the mandate? What 1s the difference betwean
yourself and Steve Kgame for instance? So, for us to protec:t
the survival of our organisation and standing within our
communities, we had to constantly go back to those affiliates
an¢ communities and get the mandate. We could not therefore
have been able to take instructions from anybody else other
than the councils of the organisation to carry out the
decisions which had been raised in those councils. I think
at some point in 1984 when we were accused of being a (
ircnt of the ANC I was at that time in detention, the acting

secretary made this point. The UDF has got a constituency.

H
Hh

© is going to take instructions from the ANC o rom

anvdocy else, it is going o fall Zowl o this constituency

th

c

Q

and it will find itsel mpletely discreadited.
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“izme I was pursued Dy the newspapers, that was November/
December 1983 I was in the Eastern Cape and at the time

tusv with the preparations for the launch of the Zastern
Cazze and I was pursued there with the statement <hat hac
zeern issued in New Delhi or in Deihi at the Ccmmon Wealth
ccnierence by the ANC that it had made & call there that tae
Urnized Democratic rront was a significant opposition group
thzt needed to be supported and so on. The immediate of
cocurse statement that had come from the then Minister Le

Grange was that the UDF was a front of the ANC and the (20)

newspapers/...
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newspapers pursued me there to find out what had happened
and I responded to this, but apart from that, I also
haé been approached by a number of groupings, like busirness
groupings and so on who had asked me to state the position
in the UDF and I have written a;ticles to these explaining
the position of the UDF in detail.

I want you to please have a look at a statement made
by =wou or a newspaper report on 3 December 1983 in the
vening Post.
COURT : Where cdoes one £find the Ivening Post? (10}
MR 3IZ0S : Where is it published? -- The Evening Post is
one of the papers in the Eastern Cape, Port Elizabeth and
thcse areas.

COU=T : DAas5

MR ZIZ0S : It is headed "Lekota Zenies any UDF link with
the ANC"and it is datelined Czoe Town. "There cculd e

no -~inks between the African Naticral Concraess and the
United Democratic rront under the odresent circumstances, =he
CDF nhas announced. The publicizy secretary, Mr Terrer
Lexcta, was reactinc o a stata2ment of suppert for the (20)
UDF issued by the ANC a2t the rscent ccruncn wealth ccnierence.

Whi_s we welcome the support ¢ the ANC just as we welccme

N

fu
ot

Scuth icans

Fh
li

the suppor= oi any organisation C¢I gIOuUp ©

oprcsed to the constitution and the XKoornnof 3iils, ther
are no links berween the UDF and the ANC, nor can <theres bke
any links under “he bresent circumstances, Mr Lekocta saic.
Thisz was because the ANC was banned and because the methods
of the UDF were differsnt from those of the ANC. Mr Lekota
saiZ the UDF was conhcerned about allegations by some govern-

men=z officials that the UDF was a front of the ANC. Thera(2))

is/...
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is no grain of truth in this allegation, but behind it lies
an attempt to prepare the minds of the White electorate for
the moment when the National Party shall decide to smash

the UDF, he said. It is our contention that if this govern-
ment had any evidence that the UDF is in any way connected
wich the ANC, they would either have arrested, cetained or
imgrisoned those of our members and officials who would

been responsible or would have had leong since banned the
UCF, Mr Lekota said." Did you makxe that statsment? -- That
is the taxt of the statement that I made. Incidentally (10}

... (Court interwvenes)

COURT : Are we sure that this is the Evening Pcst because

this has just been written in on the side, but this comes
frzm Cape Town.

2

MR 2IZ0S : I will deal with that. My instructicns ars that

L
o

23 the Evering Post. Di cu seeX cut incdiviiual news-
pesers in order to make statements or &id you z2dezt scme
cther methods? =-- In fact, I must 2xplain that =27 fimes I

z__ed prass confarences at which spoke a number I newspaper
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I wzould resspond. 3ut 2lso cone Iinds that you maxs a statement,
scmatimes I would make statements saying Port Z_Zlzzbeth and
SAFA, which is the South African Press Associlaticn would

"€ representatives there and the statement issuad Irom

then would not only be restrictad to the Eastern Cape, it
weulid be relayed to newspapers in Natal, in the Transvaal,

in the Western Cape and the Free State and sc on, so that

vct find one statement going the whole country and even

going abroad. I think - one of the things that I know (30]

that/...
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that happened with the statement 1is that having issued this
statement in the Eastern Cape, there were newspaper reports
of this statement in the Western Cape, there were newspaper
report of this statement in Natal and also in the Transvaal
and 1 have no doubt that some of the papers who were interestad
in this topic at the time took it abroad, especially the
stacement had been made in Delhi at the Common Wealth
Ccnierence. S0, the newspapers have got this networX and
thev spread the message right across.

Would you please have a look at DA42 a document wnich(10)
has already been handed in through Mr Molefe. I do not want
to read that over again. Was this in response ... (Court

intarvenes)
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CC : Just for the record sske, This was 1t seams a
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Z0S : Of 20 April 1983, -- That 1s correct.

Did vou make that statement? -- Yes, I issued zhat

n

tatement 1in respcnse to a speech that had been de:ivered

=7 the State President in pariiament the dav belcrz, that is
on The 13th. That is 19 April 1383 (20}
You have zcld us in relaticn - you recall that an issue

%
1Y
Lt
=
1Y
oh
M

in this case when did vou Ziractly and expressly

t
b )

fi
i

vou were a non-violent organisacicn. You have

tn
11}

given us scome 1nstances of direct statements mace before

(D
[}

the launch,editorial opinions at tihe time, you have given

us 3t

o]

tements in which you denied any assoclation with the
AZrican National Congress. Did vou regard thcse statements
as statements indicating the UDF's view to violence? --
Tha+t is so. In fact, the extent o which we disscociated
curselves or denied the links with the ANC can only (30)

fully/...
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fully be comprehended. If it is taken into account that

at some peoint we specifically stated that we had nothing to
do with the African National Congress, that was done in a
number of meetings. At other times we specifically stated
that the UDF was opposed to the use of violence or that it
was'a peaceful organisation and yet on a number of other
occasions, we made it gquite clear that the position of the
UDF was to solve the problem of the country, the government
must call a national convention. All ¢f which places %he
UTT at z particular pcsition in reiation to the use ¢f (20)
viclence and made it guite clear that our position was net
ore of the use of violence.

Were you yourself asked to write Zor the South African

iy

undation News? =- Oh, ves, 1in early 19285 I was invited

-

py this organisation to write an article pressenting the

n
'ED

c

IIJ

Zion of the UDF, because they needed that for their own

]
Y
Rl

ership and I dicd dc so.

what 1s the South African Foundation News? -- It 15 a

(=5

stznd iz,

what is the main aim of the fzoundazion? -- Cns of i:ts
main ccncerns as I.was told at the time is zo facilitats
communication between Zhe various sections oi Scuth African
scciety and as far as is possible to help to contribute %o
dezates, to seek constitutional change by peaceiul wavs in

the country.

&9

I want you please to have a look at an article publishe
in the March issue of the South African Foundaticn News.
Was that written by you? =-- This was written by me. (20)

D&ab6o6,/ ...
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DA66. I want to read portions of this into the record.
Starting at the beginning. Perhaps you could read this.
"The United Democratic Front has hx>major'objectives: to
expcse the serious shortcomings in the new constitutional
dispensatien, and to pressure the government into calling a
naticnal convention of all the people of South Africa that
wotld lead to the adoption of a democratic censtitution.
We i the UDF seek a negotiated setiflement beczuse we believs
thet the less bitter the methods adopted to resclve the
present problem, the easier will be the process of recon-(10)
ciliation. The longer the gevernment resists a2 orogram of
guiied negotiation, the more it creates the chance for a
geecening of the conflict and acrimonious circumstances.
The 2rocess or reconciliation then becomes meore Cifficult.

he reason for the existence of the UDF is to help the various

towzrds a democratic society with all participating., The

3cthz Decause fthat Icrum is founded on agparshali z2nd does

nothilng to eliminate the problem. Certainly whils acknowledged
{22}

tezizrs like Nelson Mandela remain in prison, %*heres cannot

sclution capable of bringing abou* lasting cezce.

O
1]
i

Ccrzulzation up to now nas failed to 2iiminazz armed con-

£l1iz= for this reason: we need a process of well-Iounded
necctiation. In a country where Deople carrv arms Lo

urther their political aims, the non-violent UDF cannot

be considered radical. Some black groups woulil deny a place

fcr whites in their new society, but we in the UDr still

warz t©o go for a negotiated settlement, with :hjms'for Black
and White. We are, I believe, the mest reconciliatory 3lack(30)

organisation/...



K907.20 - 15 514 -~ LEKQTA

organisation presently operating. To ignore the UDF now :is
to ignore the most meaningful Black initiative."®

Stop there for one moment, please. I want you to please

read the last paragraph in the last column. -- "The government
shculd strive to create an atmosphere necessary for a
na+*ional convention. Let the accepted leaders represent
their constituencies, Black and White, let there be represen-
tation on the basis of popular suppcrt, and let us create

an open forum for all the peoples of Scuth Africa without

N

exception.”" (10)
2TRT : Could I just ask you a guestion on the first column
midédle of the page, the forum announced by Presicent Botha,
what was that forum? -- The State President had suggestad
thz+ the government wanted to consult or would e prepared

ts consult some of the organisations, not some cI the organi-

-

sa-ions, but socme of the leader

W

in the country znd gqulitis

eviZently except for the UDF and some of the other organisa-

tisns, that conly went for the homeland leaders, the town

S and so on.
Ycou mean the UDF was not included in those zasked to (20)

carticipate? -- As we understocd the terms, we wer2 Irae Cr

27z lsast we had an option to come into it, but tihe zoint

434

Wwhizh we raises was that *o

rU

articipate In 2 scheme 1lixa

trzt, Wwnich cdid not have the capacity zo eliminate the

e

cenfliict that was raging 1in the ccuntry, was unacceptab

'_.I

f=]
-

.

£tz us fcr the precise reason that what we have said was thaz
<¢c calm the Black communities, the leaders of =he people
must be released and whilst our leaders remained locked up
in prisons, there was no way that people would accept that

focrum as representative. (30)

ASSSESSOR/...
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ASSESSOR (MR KRUGEL) : Did you understand that you were

free to participate in the UDF now if you wanted to? =-- As

we understood the position at that time.

COTRT : But did you understand that you were free to parti-
cipate with reservation of your position? -- Not with reser-
vation of our position. At that time the State President
mace the point quite clear, that that forum is the one that
will be regarded as representative and that what decisions
wera reached, were final decisions.

Was that forum not be a forum which was to discuss- (10)

th

a proposed new constitution? -- No, it was not. In Zact

it was intended to discuss accommodation of particularly

[ 2]
T

the African communities 1in this present dispensation.

was not saying let us come *tccether andéd lcok at ways of
ying >

in

crzating a new political order in the country. It was not
sz ing that.

Yes, but was the intention not that it would discuss

waws z2né means to give the African copulation an efiective
sav in the running of the country? —-- No., I zfhat was the

pcsition, the leacders of the AIrican people, would then (20)

[
ik

w2 had fto be there, who was <£oing to rapresent us. Our
lezZers were locked up in jail.

That 1is step two. I am not asking you that. Is szap

¢nz cecrrect? -- No, no, it is not correct. Step one was to

"

2xzmine how African people coulcd be accommodated in this
cr=sent dispensation. That is what it was about.

That could not have been because the present dispensaticn
przcvided only for three groups. =-- Yes, that is why the
forum was specifically involving the Africans. £ was not
gcing to involve everybody else in there. {(3C)

No/...
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No doubt you will debate this with everyone concerned
later on.

MR BIZ0S : This article that appeared in the South African
Foundation News, do you know whether or nct it was reprinted
in the Weekend Post newspaper? =-=- That is correct.

COURT : For record purposes, what is the Weekend Post? --
The Weekend Post 1s one of the Black community newspapers.

In Johannesburg? -- I think its headguarters were in Durban
but it serves the Black communities all over. The circulation
of this article didé not land only with the business (10}
sector. It went into our communities so that our people
know what in fact ... (Court intervenes)

Just give us the date of that publication?

MR 3IZ0S : 6 April 1385. I now want to turn to the Werking

nJ

rinciples. Had anyvcne uncdertaXen responsibility for the

tn

forzation ¢f the Working Principles? -- As Zar zas I under-

stocd the position the Natal UDF had been given the task of

drawing up the Working Principle

Anc were they Ziscussed 2V the acdvance zlanning group?
~-. Ygs, I think thev weres briefly discussed, but there was (20)
netc much really that I can say what happened. It was just
accezted. It was just looked zt and there was no problem

-

I want you to viease have 2 look at EXEIBZIT Al and the

section of the Working Principles on

'

age 3 3.4 "The UDF

shall not purport to replace the accredited liberation movement
of the people.” Weres ycu there when his 3.4 was incorpcrzatad
into the Working Principles? -- Yes, I was there. In fac+

I read the Working Principles to the conference and when this

amendment was moved I dictated it to the whole conference (3G}

COURT/...
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COURT : You mean this was an addition to the original draZf=z?
-= Yes,

3.4 was not in the original draft. It was moved as
an addition? -~ It was moved from the floor and then I
read it - I dictated it and the whole conference had to
write as I was dictating it.
MR BIZOS : There has been debate in this court as to the
meaning of this. Leaving aside the interpretation of the
words, could you please tell His Lordship how it came about
that this amendment was moved? -- This is how this came (18}
about. At the national launch there were all Xinds oz
political groupings and organisations and people who came
rom varied ideological, shall I say camps, some people
were from the Unity Movement, some peovnle Irom the Non-
Racial Movement, others from the BC organisations, Islamiz
“nis and African Sccialism and what not. The Ccourt will
ramember that sarlier on I mentioned that just hefore the
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gested to people that whilist they wers at lunmch time
they could discuss infcrmally some of the points so as (29)

o facilitate dabates afzsrwards. The Working Principles
were also read at that time. People were given coples
oI the Workinc Principles to that they could loox at it

anZ scrutinise it. In the course of the lunch adjourn:

2!

ent
scme of the people did not concern themselves with the
Wcrking Principies. I mean, they did not concern themselves
wizh the declération, but they were discussing the Working
Principles. I recall that I came across a group at some
pcint at lunch %fime who were discussing where scome of the
pecple that I knew from Natal were raising the guestion (30}

that/...
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that it looks like if we go into this UDF with these Working
Principles as they are, we will now be swallowed in. 1In otter
worsis, it means what one may call a "samesmelting®, fusion
and they did not want this type of thing. They wanted to
preserve their ideologkcal position. There was some debate
about that. I did not think it was an important point as
far as I was concerned. The more important point was the
issue of the inclusion of the commercial section and the one
tha< concerned the declaration. I stood for a while there
liste2ning to some of this debate anéd then I moved to these(ll)
other groups that were discussing the declaration. Wwhen we
came back after the lunch adjcurament and I read the Working

Prirciples again, now this amendment was moved from the floor

tha- we must add in this section that the UDF shall not
surzort to replace the accredited liberation movements of

the pecple and because I was aware of the debate that had

“eex taking place, I ¢ic not have any problems, I cculd undsr-

stanZ it immediately and I wrote 1t, I did of course ask

be s=2en, we were Ccriticised or some people criticised the
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that this clause was in
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objectives". They felt it should nect really belcng there.
It =should have been put somewhere else. It 1s not something
that you can call an aim as such. In anv event, zhat is
hcw 1t went in.

You sav that there was a debate at lunch time in which
scme of the pecple you knew from Natal were involved. Can
vou recall a couprle of the ceople? -- Ameong the pecple who
wera discussing this point I recall both Advocate Skweviya (33)

and/...
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and Advocate Phoswa.

There is no "h" for record purposes. Poswa. Do you
know whether Mr Poswa in particular belongs to any particular
tendency? -- As far as I know he was part of the 0ld Unity
Movement, Non-European Unity Movemeng, NEUM.

You say there was concern about fusion or "samesmelting"?
-- That is correct. People wanted to retain their indepen-
dence. Their grievance was that the constitution =ust be
opposed and then they said they did not want to become -
they must not now be deprived of their ideological posi- (10)
tion.

COURT : It was a guestion of identify? -~ Yes, identity.

n
.

Used in political terms? -~ Ye
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that this was reserving the position of the Africzan National

Corngress or the Pan Airicanist Congrass or anything 1like

-

As far as yocu were concerned whilst you were in the UDF

was the "3" ever drorped deliberately dropped as in amend-
ment? =-=- Yo, incidenzta2lly, that reminds me now, I cerscnally
¢ictazad this amendment when it was mcved. First oI all it

own and I think I dictated it mcre than

2,

House o write it
once, at least two times. When, however, the Wcrking
Principles were preduced at a later stage, there were some
copies of the Working Principies which did not have the (30)

"S"/...
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"s". 1In fact accused no. 19 and I had to make ways to correct
those copies. There were copies which were correct, because
they said "movements", but there were also other copies, I
could not quite £find ocut who had produced them, which did
not have this "s". This is now shortly after the national
launch. t no stage was it - am I aware that it was deciced

at any meeting of the UDF, whether it be regional or national,

AL n

that the "s" must be dropped. It has alwavs been part of iz
anéd that 1is because we wanted to - it ailowed other people

to Ieel comiortable, that even if in the UDF they must not(i0}
be seen to be what they did not prestend to be.

You have already touched on tais, but I wanzt to refer
you to rights of members 6.1 on page % of Al, "Rights of
members. All regional Iormations and member orcanisations
sh2all have complete independence within the umbrs’lla of the

United Democratic Front, crovided that actions ani policiss

of mempers a2re not inconsistent wiih the policy I the UDr.

1

The naticnal executive committee 1n consulitation with

t

: 3 I I - e e Ay T K.
reslonal Councilis will decide whezher or oot =2nv LnConsis-

n

tencilex exist. Why was this inccrporated in the Working(29)

sazicns that had existed in their own right beforz the UDF
was fcormed, it was important Ior them to define tne parametsrs
as o what extent they were cedinc their indepencence in

.

afiIiiiatig and to what extent thev remained independent.

3

[

nis section here, this clause at<empts to define relation-
shiz between the UDF and its formations so that scmetimes
you have a group of organisations in a region taking a (30}

particular/...
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particular decision. That decision is a decision that 1is
binding on that region. It is a decision of that region.

Of course within that region itself there is a certain amoun=z
of autonomy of the affiliates themselves, to what extent

thev are in a position io carry out that or not. So, that

a cdecision that is taken by a region does not bind the other
recions which are not party to it, but even if a decision

was taken at the national level of the UDF the front did no:
rea’ly have total power to force its affiliates or any of

the regions to pursue those decisions. So, it was really (iI;
a very sensitive situaticn to balance. One had to be very
caraful not to attempt tc ram things down, the throws of
peccle even 1f it was by a majority. I may give this example
on this guesticn cf autcromy. The raferendum guestion for

the Indian and Coloured communities.

do not know that anycne has placed on reccri pracisely what

the referandum was. Was there a proposal as to whether cr

net the Indian pecple and the Coloured pecctie would e asxksd
whether they wanted this tri-cameral system to be decidec{2{:

Dy referenda of thelr cwn? =-- Yas, that cuestion arcse zand
peczuse the White communizy had been asked o say where It
stzcod in relation to the new constitution. Now, the dabata
rez’ly was whether the government would ailcw the Indian and

Coloured Communities to do sc or not and <

{1}

1 the government
said if the Indian andé Coloured communiti=2s wanted a referer-
ium, if those parties wanted it, they can have it. If they
éiZ not, this was the positicn. So, the issue hecame one

of serious debate now. Once the government has said so. (30)

That/...
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That is how the whole referendum in guestion then arose.

Was in fact - were there differences of opinion withi=n
affiliates or amongst affiliates of the UDF on this questiozn?
-- There were a lot of differences. Differences had began
wizh a response to the White referendum and it became even
sharper now with the guestion 0of a possible refersndum for

the Indian and Coloured communities. There were very sharo

1y

differences there.

H

What were the different standpoints? -- Thers were pectls
whe felt that the UDF and its affilia*ess should cz11 for (i7)
a r2ferendum, demand that the government should call a

reZarendum so that we could show through our supporters thasz

it was unacceptable. Thereiore that we could vote no. Thers

t

wera people who felt that we, the UDF should not ZaXe thatz
pcsition, because to start wiih, if they tock that positicn
it would mean Justificaticn or a racizal raferenda anéd racizl

mezhods of locking at 1ssues 2nd yet others felt that even

if we called for that refer=ncum, the government - we Cid
nCcT have conitrol cver the rassulTs and we could not e surs
thz< the results weoculd be accurat=s and so on. Sc, there (27

Buz the main disagreement was whether 1:f should ke called

focr or whether it should not he rcalled for., Tha® was r=z_.l-

ul

the main cquesticn. We could not rszach consensus. we callec
a conierence in the circumstances. The guestion could notz
be resolved there. It was relerred back to the r=gions Ior
further discussions. The NEC was given the mandaza to
svnthesise views Irom the wvaricus regions and come out wich
a zosition that even at that stage in =arly 1984 the posi-
ticn remained dead logged and we were not gquite able to (3()

resolve/...
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resolve that issue.

In view of this example that you have given, what do you
say to the suggestion that the UDF gave directions or contro:l
the policy of affiliates? -~ If anything, this is cne case
which illustrates clearly that the UDF did not have the amount
of control over its affiliates that is suggested by the

State. It shows guite clearly that we had to attempt to

balance things very carefully, otherwise we woculd have found
curselves in problems.
In any event this divided opinion, were referenda (10}

2

in

eventually called for for the Indizn and Coloursd Communitie
-~ N¢, they were not called for. I think - we were not the
only ones of course who had problams with this guestion.

Zven the participating parties had problems, although of 2

b1y

Gifferent kind, because I think tiev were more threatened

o

20T

(=

by the amount o©f surpp wg nad and they cou

H

t which

Wy

afford to take us on on that guestion and so they wers not

callad, because ... (Mr Bizos intarvenes)

(M]3

once 1t heczame Cla thas —Rovrzs was +=hiz di-risgsion

s CI2MEe C.L24iI T TheIlZ2 was TiiEZ
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opinion, what was the decisiocn of the Naticnal
Commititee? -~ In the end the XNatiznal mExecutive Ccmmittes
resclved to make a call on tha government for a non- rCacizl

: = Sy T o ot . -
That is a rafersncum Ior the whecia country, Dut
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it left the question open for the recions of the UDF in th
case of the Indian and Coloursd cocrmunities if a rafererndunm
was called to handle it on the basis of the conditicns that
existed in those regions as thev ‘udged the situation best.

A number of rescolutions were taken at the ;onference?
~- That is correcrt.

—

They appear on EXHIBIT Al. do not want to refer (30)

$-1

to/...
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to them individually, what I want to ask you is ... {(Court
intervenes)

COURT : Just a moment. Were these resolutions taken at the
cenference, adopted there and later read out to the assembly,
to the public meeting? -- No, that was not the position.

They were adopted in the conference. That is the session
that began at 10h00 until about 17700. That was the confe-
rence section and it closed off and then immecdiately after-
waréds the rally, the public rally began. These resolutions

ic rally. What was(i0)

}-+

wera not read to +that raily, that cub
read out, however, at the end of the proceedings was the

ceclaration., I think it was the cizsing secticn of the

declaration.
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on that zoint. The
very last portion of the declaraticn cof the front was read

by Dr Allan Bcesak who was the last speaker and all of us

(BN

t
i

repezted the words zfter him as he was ading andé that is

st}

the cnly thing that was rzad to the public there.
The resolutions appear on page 24 and subsaguent paces
ci Al. What do vou sav o the allszation 2v fhe Sizte thats

each one of these resolutions represented ithe conduct oI a{Zf)

campaign by the UDr? -- That 1s simctly not sO. It will be
o T ehipn! ;£ == -3 Tl £ ¥
seen I think if cne looks at these resoclutions, scme of thenm

were issues that were at that pcint in time oI oublic
intzrest ané therefore Issues which cecpie wers thinking
about. Some oif them were issues which affzacied cur communi-
ties and broadly the front expressel its position or its
views on that, but they wers not camcaigns at all. They
ware not intended to be campaigns in any way.

#nat meaning did you give to the word "campaign" iIn the
UDF? -- A campaign as we perceived It would have been (30)

scmething/...
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something that would be pre-planned with stated objectives

and it would be nationally co-ord
thing that would be undertaken at
affiliates and it would start the
least. Those parameters would ha

How did these resolutions cc
ference? =-- Some of the resoluti
floor, that is by individuals fro
followed debates or discussions o©

lutions committee was asked to dr

inated. It would be some-
a particular time by our
re, it would end where, at
ve to be defined.

me to be put to the con-

ons were moved from the

m regicns, some of them

n an issue where the resc-

aft a rescolution on the (17)

igsue after the debate and scmetimes individuals call for

+he resolution on the issue andéd t
ever was availlable to do so.

situation.

kxinéd 0f = everyone of them came
somebody had finished writing it

- e

ches the rasolati

fu
‘_l
0
o
n
&
9]

i
h
o f

jo+-

it

hat is how it went.

there, were Ebrahim Patel, Mr Pau
other people. I cannot remember t
distinctly.

Which campaigns would you sa

ducted during your term of oiffice

hen it was prcved by who-~

It was a fairly well £luid

)
(b

fh

osed motions?

of =«

ore

'Q

=
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e}
it
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whenevser it came. iz

for instance and he saidé -
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i
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T T&sEZes Tne TED
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1
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[£1
t4
M
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fu
0
f
H
(D
tf}
0
i

cannot ramember how the
le =h

1 Davii and scme of the

he other people now s0

y the UDF actually con-

as publicity secretary?

CCURT : What was your term of office? -- It was from 18983, (30)

20/...
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20 August until my arrest.
Your arresg was?-- That would have been 23 April 1985,
The campaigns were? -- The campaign against the Coloured
Management Committee elections. Then there was the Black
Local Authorities elections. Then there was the million
signature campaign and finally the campaign against the‘
new constitution - elections in 1984.
MR 3I20S : During the term of office that you have mentioned
were you in cdetention. I think it is an admission. 3Between
21 August 1984 and 10 December 19847 -- That is correct. (1)
We have what purports to be a rescording of the launch
in V1 and V26. I do not want you to cdeal with any detail

relation to %the speeches. At this stage, what do you

[h
<t}

h

say about these recordings? Are they a true reilecticon o
the proceecings? -- If is difficult ZIor me to say that thev

are a true reiflection or not, becauss someé 0I the things

tha+t happened that I observed in meetlings or that I heard

23 o V26. When cid he in Iact speaExk? -=-

mistake, ecause he was at the beginning ¢l =he ccnfersance
on the 20th in the morning. He was the first person zc adcrass
it, so that all the proceedings of the conierence would have
foiiowed his speech, pbut I find 1% is in the middie thera,

Is this an example? =-- Yes, this 1is an example of

some of the things. (3%)

For/...
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For how long did the conference last? -~ I estimated
that it began at about 10h00 and it went on to about 17h0
17h30 in the afternoon.

With a luncheon break? -- With a luncheon break.

And the rally? =-- The rally began at about 18h00 and
it went on into the evening possibly up to about 22h00 or
2230, late in the evening.

You told us yesterday that there appear to be a rela
spirit at the time - in 1983 and you wanted to express yo
views about the future ¢f the country and you took an

crortunity to do so. Thera were - how many delegates we

there +to the conference? =-- I would say approximataly 6 =
And how manv people at the rally? -- It ranged betwe

12,000 and 15,000,

Let us deal with +the conference Zirst without wantin

im medicine, in lazw? -~ Tha+t 15 cor-ack.

Were thev there? -- In abuncdance. I ramember at =cx:
ocint we had the »roblem that the peolice wers said to be

arsunéd and then we needed vecple to go and zalk %o them.
Then it was suggested that we must just Jet lawyers and
there was a whole mob of lawyers there and advocat2s and
everybody. There many of these people.

Doctors, trzde unionists, teachers? -- That is

correct/...

0/

xed
ur

(10
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correct, church men.

How do you feel about this allegation that this was a
conspiratorial meeting in order to overthrow the State by
violence? How do you react to this having been there? -~
I think it is proposterous. Any conspiracy or secrative
agreement where there are so many thousands of pecrle, would
be too public to be a secret any way. It would have no
future as a secret, because the whole country almcst was

the--. We had no secret agreements there, no secrst agenda,

th

in Zact the purpose of making the meeting so big and (i¢)
inviting pecople and so con, was precisely so that the deci-
sions and the agreements that were madcde there must e Xnown

as widely as possible. Especially we went tc Cage Town

O
0]
o}

sc that we must be nct teoco far from parlizment als
that the government can hear ard the newspapers were invited,
the TV crews were invited ancd evervybcdy had to kxnow what

we had decided.

COLURT : You were within shouting distance of parliament?
-=- Y23, thet 1s correct.
MR 33208 : Was there anv decisicn about whoe would ke (z3)

-

corract here and I thought I would raise this issue just now
ané it just escaped me again. I think at page 9 cf Al

5.3 it will be seen there that - may be the other copies

L& 1)

are correct, but mine is not correct. It savs "In terms o
mercership”. It should actually say "The terms of (39)

memsershipg/...
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This mistake is an old one and it has always

As I have said the Working Principles state

that those were present unless otherwise would be regarded

affiliated.

The organisations that had sent delegates t!

thev accept that they would affiliate?

What ste:

have to take in order to show that they were not

in affiliating?

wouldéd have to state so.

~hat look, we are not afiiliat

observers or so, becauss

in. So, we had the from the

coming in. IZ

t

O
14
it
(o8

that way. I they

or

age thev cdecided to disafilliiate,

0]
9]

was +thart we are with

other

Do you kxnow whether therz wers
Scwero Civic Assgeia<ion at tThe naxz

When we. speak of the

peocle like accused no.

Xnew came from the Soweto Civic Associat

MR 3IZ0S8S : You heard the evi

(]

accept

evicdence of Mr Manthata, ac

cendition they had to sztisiv.

~~ Even 1f they were not

ing and we

thev registered as

thev did not zifilizte,

alz

used no.l6,

They would have had to 1

are on'"

registraticn as

they would

there anc

"‘.l:‘.'Pa

S

did

did they

interested

nere as (_.72)

they w=re coming

they were
have 1indi-

2t a later

they neecs=< to say

the people

ion.

that as

. .
el ...

Thavs

ted that the SCA was afliliated and vou alsc nheard

fzr as

was ne

are you spezxing oI
ut the confa2rznce now.
the Reverend Crhikane,

dence of Mr Molefe wno told

Lordship about the SCA that in the UDF it was generally

the

(30)
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he was concerned there was no affiliation, As far as the

UDF was concerned, did it conduct any engquiries about the

-

internal ways of a particular organisation? -- No, we did

not. Our general perception had always been that the SCA

was affiliated to the UDF. I am not familiar with the interrnal

workings of the SCA and in any event we had no right to éo

and pry into the affairs of organisations, but our under-

standing was that it was affiliated to us ancé that is as far

as I can take the matter.

We also have a situation where ... =-- There is some-{10)

..) «ming that I just want to mention. I had said here now tha-=

all the organisations, 1f they were there , they aiffiliated

ani that was all, but I must aiso say that of ccurse that

they had to ally themselves or to accept the declaration

-

cf the front on such formalities as are set out in the
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¢ frem your organisaticn, meant that thev subscribsi to these (20}

slegate had the authority of his executive commizzee or

nls general meeting or anything like that? -- We Zi& not co
thzt. We are not 1in a position tc do thaxt. Thit was partil-
cularly so with an crganisaticn like the 3CA whsre you Ii
“=a2t the personalities are welli-known perscralities ané scms
cI them serving in some of the committees of the Iront. We

£i4 not have any reason to really think we must > ané inveszi-~

cz+e what had happened (30)
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Did all the affiliates pay their subscription fees? --
Some did, some did not as it is. I think some of them are very
poor organisations and if a little bit of money has to be raised
everybody has to take out 50c and so on.

Was there any credit control a to whether afiiliates
paid or not or was it just left in abeyance? -- I cannot
speak on the internal working of the regions ard so on, but
as I understood it, it was nct a particularly strict condi-
tion.

You did not chase people for their dues? -- ¥No, we did{(l?s
not especially because they had their own economyv czroblems.
COURT : Numbers were more important than numkers.

MR BIZ08 : I am sure.-- UDF support is guite imporctant,
We also have a situation where apparently bozh the SCA

and the Committee of Ten were listad as affiliates, Did you

egspecially in 1983 I was also under the impressicn that the

SZ2 z2nd the Commizisze oI Ten were Twe disztinct orzaxlsations.

I+ was much later that I came to the knowlecdge cr r=zalisation(2C)
that in fact that was nct the posiiicen. I think 2z lot of

other people especially if‘they ar2 not staying i1n Soweto

x,
Q
-
-+
XD
o3
a1}
<
i}
)
I

would not be surprised to f£ind soms who would
thinx that the SCA and the Committe2e of Ten are itw: distinct
organlsations.
And the list of affiliates, where was that dcne? =-- It was
ccne in the Western Cape. That is where we were a=t the time
ané they would have been even further from Sowetc, Irom
Ssohznnesburg to Xnow some of these things.
And where would they have picked up the names Zrom? -~ {(30)

Thev/...
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They would have picked up the names from the registering
pages that we had as delegates were coming in.

Once you were elected national publicity secretary,
were you a member of the national executive? -- That is
correct.

Were you ever present at any secret or conspiratorial
meeting of the National Executive Committee of the ﬁDF? --
Not at all.

Did the National Executive Committee keep minutes? --
All the proceedings of meetings were minuted. (10)

Were written reports submitted fto you? -- Well, there
were written reports submitted and thev wers kept.

" Did you attend all the National Executive Committee
meetings? -- Yes,except those which tocokx place when I wculid
have been in detantion.

Which is the last meeting that vou attended in 1898:7

5

Dc vou recall? -~ That was the July, ¢1/22 NEC in 3lcemicn-

tezn.

Did you attsnd cother National IZIxscutlwve Mestings Juring
1924? -- No. (20)
CCURT ¢ After or belores that date?

MZ 31205 : After that date? -- Alzsr?

AFter the July meeting. -- Aftsr July 1234 I &id nc:
atzend any NEC meeting.

The indic+tment alleges that you atienced the meetings
oI the National Executive Committee in pursuance of a
ccnspiracy to overthrow the State by wviolence in wnich
the ANC and the SACP were involved. Wnat do vou say to zhat?
-- That is simply untrue.

You have seen the minutes that were kept of the (30)

Netional/...
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National Executive Committee as exhibits in this case? --
That is correct.

An attempt was made to incorporate somé of the decisions
into the indictment. I do not want to debate with you whether
they have been correctly transcribe, correctly summarised
into the indictment or not, but what I do want to ask you
is, whether there was anything at any of the meetings which
you attended which either concerned itself with the over-
throwing of the State by violence or promoting a cevolu-
tion or maxing the country ungovernable? -- Not at ail. ({1}

The indictment alleges in a number of places that the
UDF mobilised, conscientised and politicised the =asses Zor
the ourposes of overthrowing the S
you say to that allegation? -- I denyv that flatly.

Did you claim the right as an individual anc as an

orzanisaticn to organise the people? -- No, we cii nct claico

1191

any right to organise the people. We considered 1o 2ny event

that we had a duty to take the initiative and see to it tha:z

. : - DLz —— <2
SmMS WI1lCn conIrontad OUr COoOMmMUnNITISS 4z ETTenced

o0

-

(=

ne

-

N§)

civilised communities especially mor zhan big(zi{}

[
[

to. I

a

=

socleties whers people find themselves in big sez:zliement

ané so on. Ther

it}

is no way in which one can sclwve problams
witihcut setting up an organisation and therefcre co-crdinat- g
cormmunity effert in one common direction.

Insofar as you acddressed meetings, issued zamphlsis

macde public statements, did you see yourself any 2iIZerent

rt+

(BN

to any other group of people taking par n the ccolitical
if2 of the country? -- No, we saw ourselves taxing part
in activity, either political or civic, that was cursued by

anv other political or civic organisation in any of the (30!

other/...
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other communities including the White community and as £ar

as we were concerned that was the only appropriate way in

which we could take up problems and draw the attention of

the govermment to the problems which confronted our commu

ties,

You told us of what the main purpose of the establish

™

mer+ of the front was. Were there any, other than the cam-

paigns that you have mentioned, other issues in the communizy

which you found constrained to take up? -- That is correct,

A lct of our affiliates would have been concerned with a
nurber of other issues pressing problems around which we
find ourselves from time to time forced to comment ané o
express their feelings about them.

What dc you say to the State's allegation that your

cocrncern in relation to -this issue was really not in reliaz:

to zhe issue i+<self, as an end +o itself, but rzther in 2

to achieve some grandeur objective? -- I thinX there is =

mistaken impression. The guestion of proper rerpresentsti:

imgsrtant a matter for play time. For us the eliminaticn

poliltical decision making process oi the country, is a mztTzIars

that is wvervy crucial, It is a matter that cConcerns our
ver’ gurvival ard carticularly because the problems which
we z2re conironted with, the things which we co not have,

the ricghts which we are not accorded, are as a result oI

the fact that we do not have political rights in the coun:

It Is too pressing a matter Zor us to toy with, to pass

{2

)

e 3

wil

tiz= with, to play around with. We have families, we ars

- a
~
-—

parants, we have ambitions which we cannot achieve because(3])

os/...
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of apartheid. We know that when we stand up and we say that
apartheid is unacceptable, indeed I mentioned at cne of the
meetings for us the conseguences are serious. It could mean
many years of imprisonment. It c¢ould mean many mcnths of
detention without trial.

ASSESSOR (MR KRUGEL) : When you say what? -- When we say

to the government apartheid is unacceptable to us, when we
say that we do not support its structures, the ccnseguences
for us and our families are killing, to say the least and

as I say we could go to jail. We have done so. Ior the (i)
last two years we have been in jail. We have no:i seen our
families, we have not seen our chiléren. We know that thess
things weuld happen. We cannot take up an issue iike thatz
and plav with it. That would be plaving with our lives.

The reason wny we take up the issues and when we state that
these things are unacceptable is because we realiszs that if
we 20 not do so, the conseguences Igor out people, the conse-

guences of our country would be mors sericus than iI we

stocd up ané saidé so. Let us perhazs - some of us may oe
oull a bit difficult here and there 2ut if in stzazing (=

the complaint of our people we can rzach the government.
If we can persuacde it to change, then cur sufifsrinz would
not he In vain, but we cannct s5it back and fold cur hands

a2t 2 time when our cocuntry is underccing serious ctroblems ani

stated that even fo the State President that we czannot lsavs
the obligation, our obligations as matures ané resconsible
citizens of our country. We carnot link that to anv secticn
of the population. We are ourselves in our right obliged

to act responsibly. If we did not do so0, ané a 1ot of (30)

people/...



K908.01 - 15 536 - LEKOTA

people are losing their lives in the townships and so ¢on
and what not, how do we stand up, how do we explain our
benaviour tomorrow.

WITNESS STANDS DOWN.

COURT ADJOURNS UNTIL 14h00.
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