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d%> yCeCLmj A&C, iXy,-*e- £>â C' g jj
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f ljf  Ql+^pX~J 4 ^ iJ l' /ft\j/V -C  4 *c) -£<*<•? ^ > u > v  ,J-U*-d-l̂  fa  -Jt&O Ct̂

f ^ Q  k y t + ' t L  f C u & t < . j  s L l . Q l (s  b a ^ + A .  X x -  i i J L v >

iLctfy, A f& djl' &S) 3  ■^^LtrJ &• ^  ^L- '^ V ^ ' I i& 'V ^ t'b -‘0 ^ '
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Dearest Toni and Ivan,
Lusaka. Wed 19th A u g  64

The situation here is becoming indescribably c o m p l i c a t e d , 
and I hope that all our abortive plans to get K e i t h  here are not u p s e t t i n g  him 
and making life difficult for you.

Difficult as it is to get into B e c h u a n a l a n d , it's even more d i f ficult to get 
out. We made various plans, which kept falling through - the details are interest­
ing, but I don't want to write t h e m  to you no w  - and eventually abandoned attempts 
to leave by road through Francestown, fcxxasKosane, into Nil* We them made fruit­
less efforts to charter a plane, and finally I had booked a phone call to friends 
in Lon d o n  to try and help, w h e n  friends in N R  managed to get one for us. We had 

n e w  difficulties in g e tting to the plane, whi c h  was to pick us up at Palapye, 
and the m o s t  terrifying experience of all when we attempted to (and abandoned) go 
by train. Eventually we left in a truck for Palapye at 11 one evening, accompanied 
by a couple of bodyguards, and waited in Palapye for thQ plane, a tiny little red 
and white bird, seating the pilot and three passengers. I had actually lost all 
faith in the p l ane arriving by the time it came. Itusty was sick most of the way, 

and we arrived in Lusaka after having been in our clothes for three days and two 
nights, not sleeping for two nights, and feeling like hell. Here we found hospit­
able friends, and relaxation -  it does seem unbelievable that we made it, we 

are safe, after so m a n y  enormous difficulties and narrow escapes. I've never had 
such truly frightening experiences, of the type you might find in a third-rate 
cloakdand-dagger film.

Troubles no w  are these: friends.want us to go to Dar before Lo n d o n  to see 
various'people wlio &Te^tlie r e v  m a y  only stay 1t s t 6 until l-riday (transit permits 
which expire; we have to leave). All planes to N a irobi are full for two weeks.
Only one plane available on Friday that goes to London v i a  Entebbe. Airline won<!t i 
take us unless they have cfearaace from England that we will be allowed to land, 
otherwise at Entebbe they will put us on plane back to Lu s a k a  (at Lusaka a revolt# 
ing little official wanted to put us on the plane back to BP) and we visualise 
spending the rest of our lives flying between Entebbe and Lusaka, neither place 
being prepared to take us. I donfc't mind, but Rusty loathes flying. N o w  under 
d i d c u s s i o n  is the p o ssibility of going overland to Dar, where there will.* at last, I 
be no difficulties about permits, etc and thence to London. Alternative is to skip 

Dar, w h ich is a great pity, and fly straight to London without getting off at 
Entebbe - so fvnstrating to be so near interesting A f r i c a n  countries and simply 
to fly away. Meanwhile, last night we spoke to Pat. We had written to him suggest­

ing that we would sponsor an air visit to us -  wherever we were - at Christmas | 
time, or even during these holidays if he preferred it, as he hasn&t seen <tusty 
for more than a year. This would m e a n  not visiting again for about another 12 
months. He likes the idea of coming n o w  (much nicer to spend December in S A  than 
in England) and we think that he and Kei t h  should travel together, probably direct 
to London, as soon as we notify you that we are there, or arriving there. This 

would make it much easier for Keith. If we do ge t  to Dar and stay there a week they 
could join us there first - that won't cost %ny more in air fare. Itusty has written] 
to Harold about it all, and this is just to put you in the picture. You can buy 
air cases for both K e i t h  and Pa t  - those others are too heavy. You must chuck ou4 
any clothes of K e i t h & s  that are too± old or too small, and p a c k  u p  everything else 
including a couple of toys, Elly, etc. Let him take wh%t he wants. If there is 
still room in Pat's case (weight—room, I mean) you can fill up with any of our 

clothes, apart from the coat and Dad's suit, which they must bring. Include m y



geedgaws if possible, that bracelet, etc, m y  d i ary that should have reached you

As you are mo v i n g  into a flat, Dad says you should take an y  equipment you need - 

■washing machine, freezer, frig, or whatever - and those y o u  d o n’t need will go 
into storage until Ha r o l d  arranges to sell them. Please write to me at Vera's 

address and tell me everything about your flat, and what furniture you are talcing 
and so on. Please give m y  dearest love to Lesley; I long to heaifc about h e r  a n d  " 

the thought of Ivan presses on us all the time. A s k  V e r a  to write to us, and 
M a x ,  and other friends. IieOaddress my art magazine when it comes. I will write to 

Be r t h a  and others from London. De nice to Frances -  we will decide about her when 
we arrive, and see ho w  she feels about staying on longer or coming lo join us.
1 hope her h o liday was enjoyable. Friends here t h ink we should return to settle 

and we are certainly considering it. This is an attractive place, antf it&s Africa 

and I now find 1 an an A frican, i n  spite of anything you children think, and no 
longer a Londoner. Love to 21i and Violet also if you see them. Vould you or Ivan 

have enough time to take some clippings from the RDM on detainees and similar 

things and air-mail them to us second-class air mail? I'll send cash for it, if 
you can do it. From ray own clippings - don't throw ther: all out yet - I ’d like 
to keep and get sent over those about 90 days and arrests (File no. 1, 20, 2 1 , /S' 
etc) as I believe I will need this material for future w r i t i n g s . M u c h  love to """ 
you. (I see I still have a couple of lines of room, Send us Pat's report, and
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Dar-es-Salaam
28th August 64

Dearest Frances, $oni and Ivan,

C-n't re^<=mber ’-hen, or •'-hat I last -'-'rote to you, 
’••hether I '"•rote ■Prom Lusaka, or if T,re ,iust indulged in those 
expensive and confused telephone calls. This may be repition.
However?

You gather ^*e '"ad difficulties in getting out of BP. Getting in 
is one nroblem, getting out the^e days is eauali v involved. We h„d 
auite a ter^ifving e m e r g e n c e  one night, and eventually left Lobatsi 
by t r u c k  (with bodyguards!) for Palapye, ’-here friends in northern 
Rhddesia had chartered a plane to come - our o^n efforts to get a 
plane f-ere fruitless. We travelled all night, stooping only to 
light a ^ire to w a r m  ourselves on that dry and desolate road, and 
reached Palapye early in the morning. We waited ^ours, -without food 
or anything, for the t)lane - this was our second night without 
sleep and without ret+inp undressed, so we were really tired.
I had ouite lost faith in the arrival of the plane when it even­
tual!.y came, a little red a^d * hite three-seater, which made Rusty 
as side as anything.

In Lusaka w e  staged w i t h  friends, former South Africans, who 
tried very ha^d to persuade us to return and settle in Zambia 
after independence in October Lusa k a  is a t>retty little place, and 
~e met several of t^e HNIP neople - government ministers, including 
the PM, Kenneth K>unda. We found them cordial and they also said 
we should return after independence - the Minister of Home Affairs 

<*aid "Our country I p ooen to y o u .” Lusa k a  is an attractive little 
town. I t ' s ’-orth considering.

,̂Te drove a round Lusa k a  one day to baT*e a proper look at it. 
w e thoupht t ’̂e ''ocations compared unfavourably with Soweto, and 
the rents are shocking, ^or tiny, slummy houses on minute plots of 
ground - much pmaller than in Jhbg locations - they pay anything; 
bet- een £3 and £7 a month. White civil servants, living in beautiful 
homes in tree- and f O ’-er-lined streets, paid nominal rents of 
£4 to £8 a month, ’ hen they were earning £120 to £150 a p x z  month. 
Oh, how fixed t^emselvetf ut»! There is no nubile transport to speak 
of, but White children bad special school buses ( f r e e ) . The men 
were issued w i t h  ’hite shirts and trousers free; and so on. ^liey 
took and took andtook, and never gave anything at all back to tnis 
country, and n o w  are resentful and bitter if they must leave it all. 
Zambia has literally no industries apart from th4 copner mines, 
not even the most basic things, such as enough brick kilns, a 
clothinr factory, anything For ten years everything w a s  developed 
in Southern Rhodesia, the roads, railways, factories, industries 
of all kinds, ”hile  »t the same time thev siphoned out huges soms of 
money There is a great deal to be done, but there is an air of 
confidence about the TJNIP chans; they have - financially - one of 
th~ best '••ountrips in Africa; they need ^nd welcome people with all 
kinds of svi'|1s. ^-riends told us that the rail strike and the lumpa 
^isturbanc'-p  were n t pimp^v co-incidental, but instigated to 
ambar^asr e govp-mment

T e met "11 ports o? ^ - r a c t e r s  in Lusaka, representatives of 
other governments, Wevlli e ^ubin, John Lang, and the ubiquitous 
Americans (so-ca1led ^tudpnt0 , ’"Titers, or vaguely attached to some 
embassy or other) forever a a vinr Questions about refugees and 
related masters.

. T,Te met Keith and Patrick on Saturdy night, Keith full of beans, 
(Patrick said ^e asked questions all the T”av ’-ithout stopping: what 
are clouds made of? Wa t e r  - r~in. Then if y o u  jumped into them, wouli 
y o u  get T-et? No Why not? Because they're like steam. Then if you 
jumped int^ them ’-ould you get burfted? No. W h y  not?...And so on) 
Patrick looking v p r  handsome, and in snite of khat you say, he 
talks much better than before - says looook, not lewk; and also 
he talked more freely than for vears.

T’e left on Simday morning, ourselves and five others, in a large 
but over-crowded and dread^u1 1 y uncomfortable t1eep. T,Te wanted to ^eni 
you a ’-ire, b u 4- everythin^ ’■ as closed - canft even send a ph6nogram 
on Surdavs Tven ’-e ’-ere truly out in ‘‘he bush, travelling for 
hundred* of miles without even seeing a hut; the emotiest country



Is
I have ever seen. It is fairly heavily wooded, the trees were inter­
esting, there w e s  water in the small rivers we crassed - all quite 
l u s h  - hut so uninhabited!

The oetrol numn 'here we were supposed to fill up in the afternoon 
was out of order, and we ran Out of petrol about 30 miles from our 
first overnight stot), a olace called Mpika. Tennyson found a man wit n 
a broken down bicycle ^hich he commandeered, and armed w i t h  a torch 
(no light on the bike) and a nenknife (because we were near the Len- 
shina district) he went to t r y  and find oetrol. W e lit a fire, and 
listened to drums beating in the bush, and stopped trucks, about one 
an hour, ■”-v'en thev -oas^ed on the road. All w e r e  big diesel-burning 
affairs-carrying fis^ from the lakes and none with petrol. When we 
did ev^ntu^YJy pet oetrol we arrived at M p i k a  in the middle of the 
night, the hotel w p s  full and np food available. I shared a room wit 
other t omen, the men sleot in the jeep.

Our next ovetnip-ht stop was Mbye, in Tanganyika. W e had to leave 
the main road (which is oretty poor) t o  get oetrol at a place called 
Chinsali, in the heart of lenshina's district. It w a s  buzzing with 

armoured cars, milit^rv trucks, soldiers, all rushing around madly 
in the heat, dust and bush. Here, surprisingly, there was a post 
of “icr. so I sent vou a wire. We saw women and children in a barbed 
wire enclosure. To rejoin the road w e  travelled about 36 miles along 
a bush track over - hich I doubt if any fourOwheeled vehicle las ever 
passed before; oartTy it was thick sand, f o r  ™ h i c h  we had to engage 
the 4-wheel drive of the 3eep, and oartly it w a s  a double track over 
grown w i t h  grass and bush and full of Dotdholes. This took us hours.
So T-e arrived at the frontier late. Then h-d a 1 ong delay filling in 
forms and overcoming various difficulties. Even w i t h  assistance from 
our friends there's a helluva lot of red tape everywhere y o u  go, 
endless forms, nuestions and so on. Keith and Patrick present their 
own difficulty because an SA passoort makes y o u  non persona grata in 
Africa. In addition, as someone explained to u s  later, any clerk of 
any efficipncy or ability or train i n g  whatsoever has been shot up to 
the top positions, l e a ving completely untrained people in jobs form­
erly filled exclusively by whites or Asians.

Anyway, by t h e  time ~-e had finished it was dark, and we h a d  70 
miles to ^o to Mby®, •'■-hich has a hotiel. ihe road was bad, winding, 
difficult, and w 6  arrived so exhausted, that w e  decided I wo u l d  take 
a plane from M b v ®  the next dav to Dar w i t h  K and P. It was just too 
much for them, oarticulafL v Keith. It's a very, very tough trip by 
road. Rusty had to go on with the truck because he was doing most o f  
the dri""ing So I had a liesurely dav at Mbya, v e r y  beautiful, surr­
ounded by mountains, while the others "'eft in the morning on the jeep 
We three caught a DC-3 in the afternoon and arrived in Dar four hour s 
later, after stoos at Njombe and Iringa (I trust you are reading this 
w i t h  an map in front o f  y o u ) ; we were met at the airport by Hadebe a d n  
Nzo, who had booked a hotel f o r  us. Rusty arrived 3 a.m. - the ac c e l ­
erator oedal broke, and they travelled the last 200 miles with one 
m a n  driving and t h e  other operating the accelerator w i t h  a piece of 
string.

There are manv friends here, some we have not seen for years, 
and it's fine for Rustv and me, but boring for Pat. However, we coulu 
not speed up our departure. We are awaiting a travel document for 
Rusty, and t h e  oace here is typical. Every morn i n g  w e  are at immig­
ration filling in a different set o^ forms and answering n e w  questions 
("can y o u  ride a bicvcle?" "What are y o u r  hobbies?" "What parts of 
the to* n do y o u  f r e a u e n t ? " ) . We are hoping to get the document today 
and are orovisiona! ^y booked to leave here Mon d a v  evening, arriving 
in Nairobi the same ni^ht, staying there until Wed. morning, and a r r ­
iving in Lon d o n  Wed. evpning. Travelling in this way is very compli­
cated pnd without the backing of friends, virtually impossible. We 
have seen ’hat hanoens to others who come out without our associations 
Eleanor, w h o  is here, asked for your address and w i l l  wri t e  to you. 
Mosie a^d Jas^at send t^eir love. Jassat developed epilepsy as the 
direct result of assaults on him. Mosie is back at the same old job - 
supervising t^e duplicator.There is a ilarge and busy ANC office here 
which arraears to run w i t h  more discipline and efficiency than any 
other olaces here, and as I remember, than it did at home in the old 
days. It's a pretty town (very small) with an attractive harbour; Pat 
and Keith enjoy the swimming, and there are lovely shells and pools 
along the beaches, filled w 1'th crabs, lizards, star-fish and all 
kinds of sea life.



Yesterdav '-e h a d a  t^lk to Pother Huddleston who happened to be here 
on one of his infreouent visits from £r s diocese, which is far to th 
south. He told us «*bout it, and urged us to visit it, which I would 
love to do some ti^ne if we have the opportunity of coming back here 
one day. It w a g  marvellous to see h i m  again.

All our friends, f r o m  lobatsi onwards, have expressed genuine pleasux 
that v-e ha^e left SA. Thev have said such things as "This is m y  w i s h  
come true" and "I had beer! dying to hear this news." None of them 
have expressed even a shadow of™doubt about this decision. However, 
this does not mske one feel any easier about those left behind, and 
I carry the thought of them constantly and unceasingly. TTe*ve had no 
real ne»'c for a ^ouple of ,,-eeks; I suppose w e  w i l l  get it in 
London, but I positively ache to know w h a L is happening and how 
m y  friends are.

Toni, T am so glafl that v o u  will be coming. I am convinced this 
is the best decision. If Ivan ■'•-ants to further his studies I can 
investigate the possibility. Please let me know w h e n  you are booked 
to come. Perhaps someone ^ o u 1 d care for Nyama until then and you 
can bring him with you? W>iat has happened to Pepe? Claud?
Keith wants to know \f ^otl will bring over the VW.

P r ahces, when I am in London I will  write a separate letter to 
you. I ho->e you ha^e written to tell us about your holiday. We miss 
you verv much, and ■'-onder whether you w i l l  come to us soon, or stay 
on for p while, *Te will look around for a nice school for you 
as soon as we have the chance. I am looking forward to seeing 
vour report. •<; '

Please remember me and give my 1ove to all our friends,

With love
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