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3rd July, 1958*

Mr, F. Buitendag,
Director,
Iion-tiuropean Affaire Department, 
P.O. Box 475t
OaRiaSTOK.

Dear Mr. Buitendag,
re« "The Needs of African ’Aomen" by
__________Mrs. Mia Brandel._________
At the request of Mrs. Mia Brandel I have sent to 

you to-day, under separate cover and by registered post, the 
abovementioned survey. I believe that Mr. D.H. Villiams, 
Township Manager at Natal spruit, would also like to see the 
survey. Would you be kind enough to send it on to Mr. Williams? 
I would like to mention that as this is our only copy I would 
be most grateful if you took groat care of it.

JCind regards.
Yours sincerely,

P.S. Would you please ask 
Mr. Williams to return the 
survey to us by registered post?
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5 August 1958*

Dear

OCCUPATION OF DWELLINGS BY WIDOWED, 
DIVORCED OR DESERTED WOMEN

This Institute has set up a committee to study the legal status of 
African women, with a view to making positive suggestions to governmental 
authorities. Various members of this committee are studying the differ
ent aspects such as statutory discrimination, inheritance and the admin
istration of estates, guardianship of children, ownership of moveable pro
perty and possibility of investment in banks, building societies, etc., 
the position of employees, and other matters.

A further aspect, which our Technical Officer, who is serving on 
the committee, was asked to investigate, is the position in regard to the 
occupation of dwellings by women in municipal looations or townships; and 
here we should be most appreciative of your help.

1. I wonder whether you will be kind enough to let me know whether any 
of the following categories of women may in your area become 
registered tenants in their own names :

a) A woman who qualifies under Section 10 to remain in your area and t

(i) was married by Christian or civil rites, but has become
widowed or divorced or has been deserted by her husband} or

(ii) was married by customary union (including the payment of 
lobolo), but has been widowed or divorced or deserted by 
her husband; or

(iii) previously co-habited with a man who has died or has 
deserted, and has children by him who are minors.

m ...
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b) What would be the position, under each of the sub-heads mentioned 
above (i.e. Christian or civil marriages, lobolo marriages and 
co-habitation) if the widowed, divorced or deserted woman does 
not herself qualify under Section 10 to remain in your area, but 
has minor children?

How many registered women tenants are there in your area?

(a) If women in any of the categories mentioned above cannot become 
registered tenants in their own names, would they be permitted 
to retain occupation of their dwellings if the tenancy could be 
registered in the name of an adult son or other male relative?

(b) Would it be essential for this son or male relative to be 
resident with the woman?

(c) Would the woman be endorsed out of your area if she had no 
adult son or other male relative in whose name the tenancy 
could be registered?

General comment would be appreciated.

We shall be extremely grateful for your help in sending us 
this information.

Yours sincerely,

2.
3.

Quintin Whyte 
DIRECTOR



Telephone s 29210 P.O. Box 803, 
DURBAN.

l|lroms Ui© Field Organiser, 
DURBAN.

Tog The Technical Officer, 
p.o. Box 97, 
JOHANNESBURG.

13th August, 1958.

Dear Muriel,

Legal Disabilities of African Women - Inheritance & Estates

Sooner or later we hope to be able to do something in connection with 
the above study.

In the meantime, Mr. Bhengu’s paper on African Inheritance does 
contain sections - particularly towards the end - that will probably be of 
interest to the Committee in Johannesburg.

I 8m enclosing this, and if we need it here at a later stage, 
I can get it back from you.

Regards,

Yours sincerely

FIELD ORGANISER : Natal



o V \ A v

Field Organiser, s'
S. A. Institute of Haoj^elationa. 
P.O. Box 80J,
W s 3 * Z .

26 Auguet 1958.

Dear Vary,

Lj»AL I'lSABILITXgS OF AFKLCAS WOMlBf
Thank you very muoh for your letter of lj August, and for 

the enclosed article hy Mr. Bhengu. I look forward to reading this, 
and will lend it to Mr. Julius Lewin, chairman of our ad hoc committee.

Regards,

Yours sinoerely,

Muriel Horrell (Miss) 
TECHNICAL OFFICES



Telephone s29210 P.O. Box: 803,
DURBAN.

Proms The Field Organiser, Tog The Technical Officer,
DURBAN. P.O. Box 97,

“ JOHANNESBURG.

27th August, 1958.

Dear Muriel,

re ; Disabilities of African Women

Miss Pollek and I called at the N.A.D. to try to find out the position 
of African women in regard to housing in Durban, and in particular, Kwa Mashu. He 
had a discussion with Mr. Bourquin and got an outline of the position, but the 
Department has apparently received RR H l /5 8 which they are working on and which will 
go into more detail. Mr. Bourquin will let us have a copy of the reply.

Could you let me know whether the circular letter has been sent to 
other local authorities in Natal.

Incidentally, I have been somewhat confused about all the amendments 
to the Native (Urban Areas) Act and was very pleased to find that it is possible to 
obtain (from the Engineering College of S.A., P.O. Box 8417, Johannesburg) copies 
of the Act incorporating all amendments up to the end of 1957* Similar copies are 
also obtainable from Unity Secretarial Services in Johannesburg. I have written 
for three copies, and wondered if you Knew about these, or whether you would like 
one. They are certainly going to make m£ life much easier.

Regards,

Yours sincerely,

Mary Draper 
FIELD ORGANISER : Natal



8 September 1958.

Mrs. Mia Brandel, 
9, Hamilton Road, 
Craighall Park, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Miay

Thank you for your note. I am eorry not to have replied 
before now, but have been snowed up*

I didn* t refer, in the oiroular( to unmarried women ae suoh, 
but their position is covered by questions l(a)iii and l(b).
Perhaps I should have mentioned them more specifically) but the 
replies are giving an indication of the policy in their regard.

Thank you for drawing my attention to this.

Kindest regards, 

&

Muriel Horre11 (Miss) 
TECHNICAL OFFICES



Dear Muriel,
Yesterday I got the copy of your letter to the muni

cipalities, re, liemen and occupation of dwellings, signed by Mr. 
Whyte. Reading through it there seems to me no question framed 
to find out whether unmarried women can become Registered Tenants 

Widows are in a favorable position I believe generally 
the authorities allow them to fetay in their dead husbands’ house 
and become R.T.’s.

It is the unmarried women's position which is not so 
suree -And there are so many of them. Unmarried women with chil
dren, and the new emerging professional woman whi> will not marry 
so easily and early.

Sorry if I seem to interfere with your task. May be 
you could, however, consider this a moment.

Kindest regards,



Field Organiser,
S.A. Institute of Baoe

Relations,
DlTitBAK.

8 September 19i>8.

Dear Mary,
DISABILITIES OF ATElCAH WOKEK

Thank you for your letter of 27 August. You will have 
received a oopy of BE 111/58. I was asked to send this to about 
20 major local authorities. So far as Ratal is ooncemed, these 
included Durban and Pietermaritaburg only, neither of which has 
yet replied.

Incidentally, I am not too keen on releasing the results 
so far obtained, as it appears that in oases where woasn can become 
registered tenants in their own names this is because there is a 
sympathetic Manager or local authority. Central polioy is making 
for tighter control, especially of women who do not qualify under 
Section 10 to remain in the area* The report will have to be 
oarefully worded.

Thank you - I had discovered that there is now a version 
of the Urban Areas Act that incorporates amsndments up to 1957*
I practically kissed my oopyt

Regards,
Yours sincerely,

Muriel Horrell (Miss) 
TBCHHICAL OFFICER
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REF. MRS. LOPPERT
13th September, 1957.

The Director,
S.A. Institute of Race Relations 
Anden House,
68 de Korte Street,
Braamfontein, 
JOHANNESBURG

Dear Sir,

It would be greatly appreciated if you would 
kindly assist me in the following matter

In my capacity as local convener for laws of the
National Council of Women, I have been approached by the 
Johannesburg Side Bar Association, with a request that the 
NC.W. (S.A.J make representations to the Minister of Justice 
on the following matter

It appears that a Native woman who is "married" 
by customary union is precluded from recovering 
damages on the death of her "husband" through, 
say,a motor accident, on the ground, inter alia, 
that she is or may be a polygamous wife and 
accordingly not a legal wife or dependant.
The Legal Aid Bureau, I understand, is presently

considering assisting a woman in such an unfortunate situation 
to take the getter to the Appellate Division in Bloemfontein. 
Both the Bureau and the Side Bar Association, however, believe 
that it would be far easier and more expeditious for the 
matter to be handled by way of amendment to the general law 
b,y Parliament. For this reason they request the N.C.W. to 
make the necessary representations.

In this connection ©ould you give me an estimate of
the numbers of women so affected, and whether they are largely 
primitive (and immediately then cared for by the husband's 
relative) or whether considerable numbers live in urban areas 
without de facto guardianship or support?

Yours



Mrs. Phyllis Loppert, 
o/o B.J. Orkin, Esq., 
P.O. Box 4207, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Bear Mrs. Loppert,
Thank you for your letter of 13th September dealing with 

marriages by customary union. The matter with which you are con
cerning yourself Is reminiscent of the position of Indian women 
prior to the Indian Relief Act of 1914* Before that, if a man's 
code was polygamous, no marriage he oontraoted was regarded as being 
legal, whether or not he practised polygamy.

I am afraid that we can find no over-all statistics rela
ting to the numbers of women in urban areas who are married by 
oustomary union. It was estimated in East London some years ago 
that the figure was 60 per cent (Surrey on African Marriage and 
Family Life ed. A. Phillips, page 436* published 1953)* In Joh- 
annesburg in 1950 about half of all marriages were by oustomary 
union*

It is certain, however, that large numbers of African 
women do live in urban areas without de faoto guardianship or supp
ort. One pointer is that, aooording to figures for some of the 
larger urban areas, published in Annual Reports of Medical Officers 
of Health, between 32 and 61 per oent of the births are illegitimate.

The laws relating to Afrioan marriage are certainly in 
need of revision, and we are so glad to hear that the H.C.W. is 
taking this up* I understand, for instance, that the Native Admini
stration Aot of 1927 provided for the exclusion of the ordinary oon- 
sequenoe of marriage in community of property according to Common 
Law, except under certain circumstances* If no declaration accept
ing community of property, or no ante-nuptial contract, is entered

/into *.



Mrs. Phyllis Lopert, 
JOHASNESBUHO.

into, a woman married under Christian or civil rites Inherits nothing 
if her husband dies intestate. Furthermore, she is precluded from 
going to her husband*s group and bearing children in her husband's 
name, thus her claims for maintenance upon his family are seriously 
reduced.

Wives of a casual or oustomary union whose husbands marry 
someone else under the oommon law find themselves automatically 
divorced. Section 22 of Act 38 of 1927 did provide for such a wife 
to retain property customarily attached to her 'house*, but there is 
no obligation on the ex-husband to provide for her.

Have you discussed this whole matter with Mr. Julius Lewin 
at the University? He has made a considerable study of it.

I am sorry that I cannot be more helpful. Best wishes 
for the success of your representations.

Tours sincerely,

Muriel Horrell (Miss) 
TECHNICAL OFFICER
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23rd September, 1957.

Technical Officer,
S.A. Institute of Race Relations, 
P.O. Box 97,
JOHANNESBURG

Dear Miss Horrell,
re: legal Claims of African Women

I thank you for your letter of 19th 
September and for your prompt attention to my request.

I shall, as suggested, take the 
matter up with Mr. Lewin.

Yours very

PHYLLIS
National Council of Women, 
Convener for Laws & Suffrage.

PHL/SD.

' O i l )
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15th October, 1958

Quintin Whyte, Esq.,
Director,
South African Institute of Race Relations, 
P.O.Box 97,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Mr. Whyte,
I had three days in Johannesburg last week, and was 

hoping very much to come and see you, but, unfortunately, my 
official programme got unduly crowded and I was unable to make it. 
I am sorry about this as it would have been very nice to have 
seen you again, and hear how things at the Institute were going.

Whilst in Cape Town I had the pleasure of meeting Mai®. 
Brandel. She told me she had prepared a report for the Institute 
on "The Needs of African Women". I would be grateful if you 

s this, together with any comments that have been

Yours sincerely



V i . D.'l. ".'illiamu, 
Township Manager, 
NATALSPRUIT.

Dear Mr. Williams,

rei ’"The Needs of African Vomen" fcy 
!£ra-. da 3randel»_______

I write to ask whether you have finished with the 
the abovementioned paper. I telephoned your department a while 
hack and they said the file would be returned to me within a few 
days. The reason why I write at all about this is that I ara 
afraid it might have gone astray in the post (it is our only copy) 
and we have had a request from Rhodesia for a loan of the file,

I do apologise for troubling you. I have tried 
several times to get through to .you on the telephone but have not 
succeeded.

Hay I ask you to register the file when you send it
hack to us?

Wany thanks,

Yours sincerely,

- {̂C'

A.Tl. Blanckenberg (
DIRECTOR'S S^CRffTARY.

amb.
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5th November, 1958*

Mr. D.H. Williams, 
Township Manager, 
NATALSPRUIT.

Dear Mr. Williams,

res "The Needs of African Women" by
____________Mrs. Mia Brandel._______

I write to ask whether you have finished with the 
the abovementioned paper. I telephoned your department a while 
back and they said the file would be returned to me within a few 
days. The reason why I write at all about this is that I am 
afraid it might have gone astray in the post (it is our only copy) 
and we have had a request from Rhodesia for a loan of the file.

I do apologise for troubling you. I have tried 
several times to get through to you on the telephone but have not 
succeeded.

back to us?
May I ask you to register the file when you send it 

Many thanks,

Yours sincerely,

A.M. Blanckenberg (Miss) ./ 
DIRECTOR'S SECRETARY.
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llth November, 1958*

Dr. Hugh Ashton,
Director of African Administration, 
P.B. 2034,
BULAWAYO.

Bear Hugh,
I mi sorry we did not manage to see each other when 

you were in Johannesburg.
We have only one copy of Mia Brandel's Report on the 

V Heeds of African Women and it is out on loan at the moment. We 
are trying to get it back. Actually it should never be allowed 
out of our library. When it is returned I'll send it up - it is 
very bulky.

All good wishes
Tours sincerely

Quintin Whyte, 
BIRECTOR.



Dr. Hugh Ashton,
Director of Afrioan Administration,
P.B. 2034,
BULAWAYO.

Dear Dr. Ashton,

ret "Heeds of African Women" by Mrs. Mia Brandel.
With further reference to Mr. Quintin Whyte's letter 

of 11th November, I am sending to you by registered post and under 
separate oover, our file on the "Needs of African Women". May I 
stress th^-^act that this is our only oopy and I would appreciate it 
if you/return the file to us by registered post when onoe you have 

finished with it.
I am sorry the file could not have been sent to you 

earlier but I have only now had it returned to me by one of the 
Township Managers on the Reef.

Tours sincerely,

o L l  j S

A.M. Blanckenberg (Miss) 
DIRECTOR'S SECRETARY.
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S.0.12. 28th November, 1958.

Miss A.M.Blanckenberg,
Director's Secretary,
South African Institute of Race Relations, 
P.O.Box 97,
JOHANNESBURG. 195$

Dear Miss Blanckenberg,

RE; "NEEDS OF AFRICAN WOMEN11 BY 
MRS. MIA BRANDEL.

Your file on the above subject has been safely 
received, for which many thanks.

Dr. Ashton at the moment is away from the office 
for a short leave. I am sure on his return he will find 
this report of great interest, and will be getting in touch 
with you in the near future.

OL.

Yours sincerely,

_W _
F or^JMiTSsh t o n.

DIRECTOR OF AFRICAN 
ADMINISTRATION.
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Miss Katherine Gabel 
Wilder House 
Smith College 
Northampton, Mass.
U.S.A.

February 25, 1959
South Africa Institute of Race Relations
PO Box 97
Johannesburg,
Union of South Africa
Dear Sir;

At present I am writing a senior thesis 
under the direction of Dr. Gwendolen Carter, 
Professor in the Smith College Department of 
Government, on "Ehe Urbanization of the African 
Woman" and I am wondering if you could perhaps 
give me some help with research material.

In 1957 I traveled in Africa for three months 
with Dr. Carter and resultidly have carried out 
some personal interviews and research, but now I 
need more background and ideas for future 
considerations.

My thesis deals with the situation of the 
African woman in South Africa....around the areas 
of Durban and Johannesburg. The paper will be 
divided in three sections:

1. Present rural and urban conditions
2. Reasons why African women are being forced 

into the urban areas...and the situation 
that she finds upon arrival there.

3. Future planning and alleviation of the 
present problems for the urban African 
woman.

Obviously, due to the present political 
situation, the third question is a hard one to 
answer but it is also the one that I need the



most ideaB on. I would greatly appreciate any 
material that you could send me and would gladly 
pay any necessary fees. Could you please send 
any available material as soon as possible?

I will look forward to hearing from you 
in the near future.

Most Sincerely,

(Kiss) Katherine'Gabel



Miss Katherine Gabel,
Wilder House,
Smith College,
Northampton, MASS.
TJ. S. A.

Sear Miss Qabel,
Thank you for your letter of 25 February* I take it, from 

the terms of your letter, that you have a certain amount of material 
on the first two sections of your paper? In any ease, our latest 
"Survey of Bace Belations" contains information about these matters 
up to about November 1958, and may supplement the material you have.
Dr. Carter has a copy of this. If you would like to have a copy for 
your own use, please let me know.

So far as the third seotion is concerned, I find it difficult 
to decide what material might be of most use to you, as I do not know 
which of the problems of urban women you are concerned with, for 
example questions of marriage, custody and guardianship of children, 
inheritance, tenancy of houses, the carrying of "passes", employment 
or care of children while the women are at work, etc. etc.

What seems to be the best solution is to send you the enclosed 
very brief article I wrote for a recent conference in Brussels, which 
touohes on a number of the problems women are facing, and also a paper 
by Mr. Julius Lewln which was presented at our Council meeting.this 
January. We intend convening study groups to make further investi
gation of the whole subject-matter of Mr. Lowin's paper.

If, after reading these, you would like further information on 
any specific point, please let me know. There is, however, very little 
literature on the problems that women are facing.

/As ...



Miss Katherine Gabel, 6 March 1959*
Smith College,
Northampton, Mass.
U. S. A.

As you say that you want the material as soon as possiblet and 
would gladly pay any neoessaxy fees, I am sending this by aixmail. We 
will make no charge for the enclosed papers; but .could we perhaps ask 
you to refund the postage, which amounts to 3d. {

With best wishes for your work,

Tours sincerely,

Muriel Horrell (Miss) 
TECHNICAL OFFICER
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