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between 3coo
4 «* whiU South Afri-
_* have faitbe pa* two
TMn ipaght asylum ta
other countries to avoid
doing military ier»l«
here, Mias Carol
Tongue, organiaer «C«be
End Conscription Cam-
paign, said on Friday.
Addressing a Press
conference at the start
of a three-day End Con-
scription Campaign Fes-

tival, Which ended yes-.

terday, MissTongiie
said 800 immigrants had
in the past year refused
to change their citi-
zenship for reasons
which could include un-
willingness to be con-
scripted into the army.
Archbishop Dennis
Hurley, president of the
South African Catholic

* gm”

- Service

Bisbop’s'Cpnfetence,
said be found much to
criticise in tbe way po-
lice bandied the unrest
in the blade townships
and the use of the army
to help the police.

Tbe Archbishop also
said the people of Nami-
bia were crying out for
the day the South Afri-
can army would be with-
drawn from their coun-

try because of the harsh
treatment innocent peo-
ple have been subjected
to in tbe territory.

He condemned the
South African authori-
ties for attempting to lay
down conditions under
which the Archbishop of
Sao Paolo in Brazil,
Cardinal Aids, could be
allowed to come to
South Africa.

An alternative
to the call-up?

ARMY CONSCRIPTION in
peacetime is often a
controversial matter in the
countries where t occurs; still
more so in South Africa where
it has a political tinge. With its
increasing use in restive
townships the army is widely
seen as repressing black
-dissent. Small wonder then
that the whites-only call-up is
becoming a major issue,
jparticularly among students.
, There is no need for the
Government or the public to
overreact to the End
Conscription Campaign and its
-week-end “peace festival”. The
ECC is allowed to seek a
change of law, and in any case,
the Defence Act makes it an
offence to persuade anyone to
refrain from military service.
Since 1983 the law has given
religious pacifists the status of
conscientious objectors, but set
increased penalties for/those
not accepted as pacifists. Last
month a young Johannesburg
man, who refused to do either
army service or community
work, was handed down a
ferocious sentence of nearly

SiX years in prison — more
than some people get in this
country for culpable homicide.

The Government comes
down hard on objectors
because it doesn’t want to
encourage a flood of
draft-dodgers who may or may
not be genuinely motivated. It
makes army service a
guestion of patriotism.
However, there has always
been division on this point, and
total conscription has existed
only since 1967.

It is legitimate to ask
whether the SADF’s job could
not be done as well by a
smaller professional army
(with part-time volunteers
helping the police in crime
prevention), at less expense to
the country and its manpower
resources — and without
driving an extra moral wedge
between Government and
people. The merits of the case
deserve an unemotional
examination. It need be
neither a matter of rightwing
patriotism nor of leftwing
politics.



ECC denies
painting
anti-call-up
signs on walls

Anti-conscription slogans were
spray-painted on the walls of
various institutions in Johannes-
burg last night.

The slogans, which seemed to
have been written by the End
Conscription Campaign (ECC),
appeared on the walls of St
Mary’s Cathedral, Khotso
House, the Holy Family Provin-
cial Convent and the Greenside
Sports Club.

The ECC, which held a peace
festival at the University of the
Witwatersrand at the weekend,
has denied responsibility.

ECC press officer Mr David
Shandler said:“The work of the
ECC is completely above board
and legal and we do not destroy
property.

“We see these actions as an
attempt to undermine the ECC
and its growing support.”

AFRAID

“It is clear that whoever it

. might be is afraid of the clarity

and pertinence of our call to end
conscription.”

A spokesman for the UDF
whose offices are in Khotso
House, said an organisation or
person wanted to put the ECC’s
reputation into disrepute.

A spokesman for the Johan-
nesburg Democratic  Action
Committee, also featured in the
graffiti, denied responsibility.

The executive assistant to
Bishop Tutu, Canon Norman
Luyt, said he strongly disap-
proved of the slogans spray-
painted on the cathedral wall.

“This is an act of violence to-
wards the Church of God and |
do not agree with violence of
any description - even lega-
lised violence,” he said.

Slogans on the cathedral and
Khotso House included “No to
SADF death”, “End conscrip-
tion” and "'Viva ECC”.

A senior police spokesman
today said if complaints of mali-
cious damage to property were
reported, investigations would
be made.

The slogans painted
on the front wall of
Khotso House, the
headquarters of the
South African Coun-
cil of Churches.

ECC denies”™painting
ant”calrV/lfogans

SEVERAL Johannesburg buildings
were spray-painted with anti-conscrip-
tion slogans on Monday night and signed
“ECC’(End Conscription Campaign).

But an ECC spokesman yesterday de-
nied the ECC was responsible for defac-
ing the buildings.

“We do not destroy property,” he
said. “The ECC denies responsibility for
spray-painting slogans on the walls of
various institutions. This is not the first
time that incidences such as these have

occurred."”

The slogans, “End Conscription” and

Stop the call up,” were painted on
Khotso House in De Villiers Street the
headquarters of the South African
Council of Churches, the Anglican Ca-
thedral, also in De Villiers Street, a
sports club in Greenside, and the Holy
Family Convent in Yeoville.

The spokesman added that the work
of the ECC was “completely above
board” and legal. — Sapa.
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“Communist i1n cassock’ Cardinal

Turbulent f

Brazilian
priest for

Wits rally

By Jo-Anne Collinge

Turbulent priests, a familiar feature on
the South African political landscape,
command even greater recognition in
Latin America. And one of the most
prominent, Brazilian Cardinal Paulo
Evaristo Arns, arrives in Johannesburg
tomorrow.

Cardinal Arns will, at the invitation
of the End Conscription Campaign, ad-
dress a mass rally, part of a three-day
“Peace Festival”, at Wits University.

Vilified by the military junta wh'ch
ruled Brazil between 1964 and 1984, fol-
lowed into protest action by millions of
his countrymen and recognised as a
human rights advocate by Western
leaders, the 63-year-old Sao Paulo car-
dinal heads the largest Catholic arch-
diocese in world.

Regarded as a “communist in cas-
sock” by the old military government,
the cardinal describes his position a lit-
tle differently. “The church’ foremost
mission in the option for change is to
establish the truth and to seek justice.

“It must help train Christian com-
munities to seek their own solutions
and encourage universities, research
institutes and others to seek alterna-
tives that are neither capitalist nor
communist,” he is on record as saying.

Finally, he believes, the church has
to convince the rich and the powerful
that development of the individual and
society are best served by pursuing
Christian equality.

Cardinal Arns’ concern with torture
and the fate of political detainees
began in 1971 with the detention in Sao
Paolo of an Italian priest and his assis-
tant. They had been involved in pro-
grammes for workers in the city of
which Cardinal Arns was already arch-
bishop.

They were never charged —but they
were allegedly brutally tortured at po-
lice headquarters.

The cardinal’s response was to call
together the priests of his archdiocese
— which comprises eight bishops, 2100
diocesan priests and about 4000 other
priests. The outcome of their discus-
sions on torture was a strongly worded
document on the church’s commitment
to social justice.

Resistance to the secret police was

. regarded as a
human rights advocate.

to lead to threats to the life of Cardinal
Arns, increasing Government censor-
ship of his paper, O Sao Paulo, and a
concerted defamation campaign.

In 1975, following the death in deten-
tion of distinguished journalist Vladi-
mir Herzog, 8000 people defied the
military regime and rallied to Cardinal
Arns’ call to a Mass in Sao Paulo Ca-
thedral. In addition two million Catho-
lics in the city went on a 24-hour fast to
show their support of the church’s
stand against torture, expressed in a
pastoral letter entitled, “Do not op-
press your brother”.

When Cardinal Arns himself was
under threat — by December 1975 —
3000 priests and six bishops held a
Mass in solidarity with him.

The second major string to the cardi-
nal’s human rights bow is his concern
for the poor. He has been closely in-
volved in the growth of the “basic com-
munities” — a unique Brazilian re-
sponse to poverty.

“Basic communities” are tightly knit
groups of about 12 to 15 people of simi-
lar income and education, who live to-
gether and often work together in co-
operative enterprise. Today there are
an estimated 80 000 basic communities
in Brazil, forming a movement with a
strongly Christian ethical base.

Cardinal Arns has also been closely
associated with workers’ movements,
actively supporting the sustained
metal workers’ strike of 1979 — the
first major strike in Brazil in nearly 15
years. He is also concerned with the
workers’ battle for democratic politi-
cal participation.

At the time of the metal workers’
strike he explained: “If you have some
little space for liberty you have to oc-
cupy this space. Now we have a space
for better salaries — we are insisting
about this. The next time we will have
a space for organising political parties
—you have to occupy this.”

Since 1980 the cardinal has been in-
volved with other Latin theologians in
seeking peaceful means to restructure
the conflict-ridden societies of South
and Central America. His advice was
also sought by the Brandt Commission
on relations between the wealthy
northern hemisphere and the depen-
dent. in”r-overished south.
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Jo-Anne Collinge and Susan Pleming report on 'moral crisis over service’

Support for a Just peace’ is
growing, ECC festival told

More than 1000 people
from all walks of life at-
tended the End Con-
scription Campaign
Peace Festival on Satur-
day and a motion sup-
porting an end to con-
scription was carried
unanimously.

It read: “The building
of peace in Southern
Africa is threatened by
the presence and actions
of the SADF in Namibia
and elsewhere in South-
ern Africa and in South
Africa’s townships.

“We, the ECC Peace

Festiv® call on the
Government to imme-
diately withdraw all

these trpopg. We c”ILfor
an end to conscription
w bka;orces young men
to fight in these situa-
tions,” the motion said

More than 100 mes-
sages of support for the
ECC festival were re-
ceived from organisa-
tions inside and outside
South Africa.

Cape ECC chairman
Mr Mike Evans predict-
ed that support for the
campaign would snow-
ball as the SADF played
an increasingly repress-
ive role in the town-
ships, resistance of
township residents grew
correspondingly and
more young people ex-
perienced a moral crisis
over military service

The festival
shown that

has
peace' is a

Townships sliding into anarchy

The Defence Force
and police were out in
full force in the town-
ships of the Eastern
Cape but the most
horrific acts of vio-
lence — killings and
arson — continued
under the very noses
of the forces, observed
Port Elizabeth's
Progressive Federal
Party MPC, Mrs
Molly Blackburn.
Visibly shaken by
the discovery of two
bodies of Eastern
Cape eon:munil) lead
ers-in the burnt
wreckage of a car
near Port. Elizabeth
and tbe disappearance
of two other promi-
nent Cradock men late
last week, Mrs Black-
burn told the Peace

real issue on the politi-
cal agenda. The call for
a just peace in our land

Festival that the
townships were sliding
into anarchy.
Referring particu-
larly to the “so-called
black-on-black con-
flict" between the
United Democratic
Front and tbe Aatnian
People’s Orgmiiiation,
she said that both
groups hajl expressed
the tear that they had
been inflfttrafed by

the overthrow of apart-
heid are part of what
can be called a broad

persons who initiated
violent action and
withdrew once the
flames had been lit.
Mrs Blackburn said
she had recently wit-
nessed national ser-
vicemen painting
numbers on the houses
in Langa, the old
township of Uiten-
hage, where residents
are resisting removal
to kwaNobuhle. The
numbering of houses
is one of the steps to
forced removals.
“How dare they use
our national service-
men to get involved in
such an action?" Mrs
Blackburn asked, not-
ing that the “number-
ing” process was one
in which the police did
not even participate.

retary of the Namibian
Students’ Organisation,

has grown in impor- movement
tance as our society has and justice.”
slid into escalating vio- While

for peace

Mr Mokganedi Tlhaban-
ello, addressed the audi-
ence on the conflict be-

ECC re- tween South Africa and

lence,” he told the final mained “extremely Namibia.

session of the festival. proud” of people who He said Swapo wanted
He said, however: “No had withstood conscrip a ceasefire, but it was

single organisation, in- tion, the support of serv- not prepared to lay

cluding the ECC, has
any prerogative over
the demand for peace. If
we see apartheid as the
root cause of violence in
our society then all or-
ganisations working for

ing national serviceman
opposed to the call-up
would be welcomed.

A member of the
South West African Peo-
ple’s Organisation
the former publicity sec-

down arms on the un
derstanding that Pre
toria would follow suit.
Swapo had no reason
to trust South Africa.
In a panel distu&i'on
entitled “Some say No”

and

Archbishop warns of
more township conflict

Archbithip Hurley
need to step up effort*.

The churches should grasp the dis-
mantling of apartheid as “priority
number one” and should concentrate
both their prophetic and evangelical
efforts on this goal.

Southern African Catholic Bishops'
Conference president Archbishop
Denis Hurley put this view of the
churches' social role to a gathering of
more than 300 people at Cathedral
Place in Johannesburg.

“Recent events indicate that we
are moving inexorably to a situation
of more intense conflict," he warned.

It was difficult to see how unrest in
the townships would abate, the Arch-
bishop said, when the privation of
people had become so severe that any
added hardship drew anger.

And externally, the African Nation-
al Congress was not going to let up its
programme of armed struggle, he
added, referring to statements re-
leased after the ANC’ recent confer-
ence in Zambia.

If the churches were to make any
Impact in countering this violence
they would have to step up their ef-
fort* a thousandfold, Archbishop Hur-
ley said Education, reorganisation
and greatly increased spending in the

areas of justice and peace work
would be required.

To date the response of the church
had been far from adequate, he said.
The South African Council of
Churches had in recent years been
“magnificently prophetic”, but it had
lacked an evangelical programme to
bring home to member churches
what was required of them.

The SACBC had experienced a sim-
ilar communication problem espe-
cially in relation to Catholics in the
white community.

The Archbishop expressed the hope
that the newly founded organisation,
Christians for Justice and Peace,
would enable people at all levels to
become involved, to grow in aware-
ness of the needs of the society and to
find ways of translating this aware-
ness into practice.

Archbishop Hurley expressed re-
gret that Paulo Cardinal Arns of Bra-
zil had not been able to visit South
Africa to address the meeting. The
Cardinal's visit was blocked at the
last moment when Pretoria set the
precondition that he sign an under-
taking not to participate in the End
Conscription Campaign. The Cardinal
refused to do so.

five objectors to mili-

tary service recalled
their experiences.

Mr Richard Steele
from Durban who

served a year in deten-
tion barracks in 1980 ex-
plained why he had re-

fused to serve in the
SADF.
‘The military is de-

signed to train people to
destroy one another and
misuse the land. | see
the military as a pillar
of an unjust society and
| saw my steps as an act
of non-co-operation with
apartheid,” he said

Political objector Mr
Pete Hathorn who
served a year mostly in
Pollsmoor  Prison in
1983 said he was com-
mitted to the Freedom
Charter and serving in
the SADF would make a
mockery of his beliefs.

“It would mean shar-
ing in and perhaps even
adding to the atrocities
of apartheid.”

Mr David Pijpers, a
former member of the
Cape Corps, faces a
court martial later this

year for refusing to
complete his 10-year
contract.

He told the gathering
he had entered the corps
because military service
was a family tradition,
but his experiences in
Namibia had prompted
moves to cut his service
short.

Rev Beyers Naude: "W hat are we doing
to our young people?”

Political unrest
now civil war,

festival told

The current phase of political unrest in
South Africa is a civil war, according to a
member of the End Conscription Cam-
paign in Cape Town, Mr Crispian Olver.

Speaking at the End Conscription Cam-
paign Peace Festival held at the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand over the week-
end, Mr Olver said most township resi-
dents regarded the army as a hostile
Government agency.

He added that white people would have
to engage in the struggle for peace if
they wanted to approach an understand-
ing of the wider conflict in South Africa.

Many whites could not come to terms
with the civil conflict around them,
stressed Mr Olver.

He said South Africans lived “always
under the shadow of apartheid and are
affected by It”.

Conscription
props up apartheid
— Beyers Naude

The fight to end conscription is
really a battle against the en-
tirely unjust apartheid system
which depends on forced mili-
tary service to bolster it, says
the general secretary’ of the
South  African  Council  of
Churches, Dr Beyers Naude.

Speaking to about 850 people
at the opening of the End Con
scription Campaign (ECC)
Peace Festival at the Universi-
ty of the Witwatersrand on Sat-
urday. Dr Naude said the
struggle for justice and peace
was one in which everyone
should be involved.

CRUMBLING

Apartheid was crumbling
and cracking and yet those in
power were desperately trying
to maintain it by using the tal-
ents and strength of the young

“What are we doing to our
young people? When will we
realise that we are destroying
the creative talents which God
has given to youth?”

He added that for Christian
and humanitarian reasons the
SACC had committed itself to
supporting the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign.

If people found that what
they were called to do in South
Africa was unjust, they should
take a decision on the side of
justice and peace.

Dr Naude said he had parti-
cipated in a service conducted
by the SACC conference at Du
duza for those who died in hand
grenade blasts in East Rand
townships earlier this week

“The six were described as
‘terrorists’, but |1 do not know
what a ‘terrorist’is or is not in

South Africa. If you had share*
in the pain, agony and tear*
on the faces of mothers whoe*
children died, you would find it
difficult to think in those
terms.”

Dr Naude described how. in
the street after the service,
there had been soldiers waiting
in hippos

“l thought what must be
going on in the minds of those
young men . . what must their
feelings be while standing
there with the power of the
army, staring down into a
township of people in poverty
— defenceless. ”

Nobel Peace Prize winner
Bishop Desmond Tutu told the
meeting: “Any war to defend
something that is morally inde-
fensible is an unjust war and it
ought not to be prosecuted —
especially by Christians.”

If apartheid were disman-
tled, he said, there would be no
need for the SADF to “teronse*’
the black population.

INTENSIFIED

ECC national organises- Mr
Laurie Nathan said “The use
of the SADF in the townships

intensifies anger and makes
people more determined to
fight back.”

He recalled the comments of
a priest, to the effect that
township people were prepared
to die fighting since they were
already dying anyway.

In a recorded message from
London, Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmanent leader Monsignor
Bruce Kent asserted it was a
basic human right to be free
from being trained to kill.
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Cardinal Arns rejected
visa*conditions—Hurley

Citizen Reporter
MORE than 200 support-
ers of the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign (ECC)
gathered in the Great
Hall of the University of
the Witwatersrand last
night for the first session
of a weekend “Stop the
Call Up"™ peace festival.

Speakers at last night’s
opening were Archbishop
Denis Hurley. Bishop of
Durban and President of
the South African Catho-
lic Bishops' Conference;
Miss Carol Tongue, a
member of the European
Parliament and of the
Campaign for Nuclear
msarmament in Britain;
ishop Desmond Tutu,
Nobel Peace Laureat and
Dr Beyers Naude, gener-
al secretary of the South
African Council of
Churches.

Bishop Hurley, refer-
ring to Wednesday s last-
minute withdrawal of a
visa for ECC guest Cardi-
nal Paulo Arns of Brazil,
said the Cardinal had re-
fused to visit South Africa
because the South Afri-
can authorities said they
would only issue a visa if
he did not participate in
the festival.

Bishop Tutu said if
apartheid was dispensed
yith. there would be no

_bed for a massive war

machine, which he said
was immoral and evil.

Dr Naude spoke of the
moral dilemma facing
young South Africans of
conscription age.

He said the Govern-
ment had a fear of those
opposed to the structure

they had built which was
impossible to maintain.
He added that they were
using the youth to try to
keep them in power.

The SACC had com-
mitted itself to support
the ECC despite criticism
from within SACC ranks
and from outsiders, Dr
Naude said.

A message from the
Western European Peace
Movement was brought
by Miss Tongue who said
a European Parliament

resolution recently named Dr BEYERS NAUDE,
the freedom of conscien- general secretary of
tious objection as a fun- the South African
damental human right. Council of Churches,
addressing the first

The conference was session of a week-
also told that the chair- end “end the call-
man of the Eastern Cape up” peace festival in

region of the ECC, Miss Johannesburg last
Janet Cherry, had been night.

detained under section 29
of the Internal Security
Act.

Conscription dodging rising

There hasbeenaf i v e - f o | d K End

South African Defence Fore i,,hannesbure yesterday. This
fA?2ncrea?rf6@¢S o m Chose who failed to register during
1984’s intakes. — Sapa.



ECC aims for
freedom of choice
without penalty

The campaign to end conscription into the South Afri-
can Defence Force means different things to different
supporters but at base it involves a freedom of choice

— the option to do military service or to refrain from C

it without penalty.

And, say the End Con-
scription Campaign’s orga-
nisers, this single focus ex-
plains how 40 widely diver-
gent organisations — includ-
ing church and student
groups, political bodies and
women’s organisations —
have managed to maintain
unity in the drive to change
call-up laws.

The organisations West-
entfape chairman, Mr Mi-
chflrEvans, says: “There is
an incredibly broad range
of reasons why people op-
pose conscription.”

The ECC embraces the

In most areas where the
ECC is active there are Con-
scientious Objector Support
Groups which offer individ-
ual assistance to those for
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val due to take place at Wits
University this weekend.

The ECC is fully aware
the Defence Act makes it an
offence to persuade or in-
cite any person to refrain
from military service, Mr
Evans adds, and it steers
well clear of such activities.

The organisation is equal-
ly aware that whatever so-
cial or political meaning
conscription may have, it
remains a highly personal
question.

One has only to scratch
beneath the organisational
affiliation of supporters to
find they are potential ser-
vicemen, conscientious ob-
jectors, mothers of youths
facing the call-up and estab-
lished men who suddenly
find “Dad’s Army” has
caught up with them.

stresses.

“But conscription is real-
ly one of the few issues that
directly oppresses whites,
while blacks have many
other forms of oppression
with which to contend.”

The Peace Festival will
be a mix of speeches and
discussions, music and art.
People react to the ques-
tion of the call up not only
with their minds, but also on
an emotional level.

The ECC realises there
are many people whom it is
more likely to reach by cul-
tural outreach, by develop-
ing a kind of counter-cul-
ture, Mr Evans adds.

The organisation has
sealed links with students at
Stellenbosch but admits
there are limits to its appeal
in conservative circles.
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Support for a fjust peace’ IS
growing, ECC festival told

More than 1000 people
from all walks o! life at-
tended the End Con-
scription Campaign
Peace Festival on Satur-
day and a motion sup-
porting an end to con-
scription was carried
unanimously.

It read: “The building
of peace in Southern
Africa is threatened by
the presence and actions
of the SADF in Namibia
and elsewhere in South-
ern Africa and in South
Africa’s townships.

“We, the ECC Peace
Festival, call on the
Government to imme-
diately withdraw all
these troops. We call for
an end to conscription
which forces young men
to fight in these situa-
tions,” the motion said.

More than 100 mes-
sages of support for the
ECC festival were re-
ceived from organisa-
tions inside and outside
South Africa.

Cape ECC chairman
Mr Mike Evans predict-
ed that support for the
campaign would snow-
ball as the SADF played
an increasingly repress-
ive role in the town-
ships, resistance  of
township residents grew
correspondingly and
more young people ex-
perienced a moral crisis
over military service.

“The  festival has
shown that ‘Deace’ IS a

Townships sliding into anarchy

The Defence Force
and police were out in
full force in the town-
ships of the Eastern
Cape but the most
horrific acts of vio-
lence — killings and
arson — continued
under the very noses
of the forces, observed
Port Elizabeth’s
Progressive Federal
Party MPC, Mrs
Molly Blackburn.
Visibly shaken by
the discovery of two
bodies of Eastern
Cape community lead-
ers in the burnt
wreckage of a car
near Port Elizabeth
and the disappearance
of two other promi-
nent Cradock men late
last week, Mrs Black-
burn told the Peace

real issue on the politi-
cal agenda. The call for
a just peace in our land
has grown in impor-
tance as our society has
slid into escalating vio-
lence,” he told the final
session of the festival.
He said, however: “No
single organisation, in-
cluding the ECC, has
any prerogative over
the demand for peace. If
we see apartheid as the
root cause of violence in
our society then all or-
aanisations workina for

Festival that the
townships were sliding
into anarchy.
Referring particu-
larly to the “so-called
black-on-black con-
flict” between the
United Democratic
Front and the Azanian
People’s Organisation,
she said that both
groups had expressed,
the fear that they had
been infiltrated by

the overthrow of apart-
heid are part of what
can be called a broad

movement for peace
and justice.”

While the ECC re-
mained “extremely

proud” of people who
had withstood conscrip
tion, the support of serv-
ing national serviceman
opposed to the call-up
would be welcomed.

A member of the
South West African Peo-
ple's Organisation and
the former publicity sec-

persons who initiated
violent action and
withdrew once the
flames had been lit.
Mrs Blackburn said
she had recently wit-
nessed national ser-
vicemen painting
numbers on the houses
in Langa, the old
township of Uiten-
hage, where residents
are resisting removal
to kwaNobuhle. The
numbering of houses
is one of the steps to
forced removals.
“How dare they use
our national service-
men to get involved in
such an action?" Mrs
Blackburn asked, not-
ing that the “number-
ing” process was one
in which the police did
not even participate.

retary of the Namibian
Students’ Organisation,
Mr Mokganedi Tlhaban-
ello, addressed the audi-
ence on the conflict be-
tween South Africa and
Namibia.

He said Swapo wanted
a ceasefire, but it was
not prepared to lay
down arms on the un-
derstanding that Pre-
toria would follow suit.

Swapo had no reason
to trust South Africa.
< In a panel discussion
entitled “Some say No”

five objectors to mili-
tary service recalled
their experiences.

Mr Richard Steele
from Durban who
served a year in deten-
tion barracks in 1980 ex-
plained why he had re-
fused to serve in the
SADF.

“The military is de-
signed to train people to
destroy one another and
misuse the land. | see
the military as a pillar
of an unjust society and
I saw my steps as an act
of non-co-operation with
apartheid,” he said.

Political objector Mr
Pete Hathom who
served a year mostly in
Pollsmoor Prison in
1983 said he was com-
mitted to the Freedom
Charter and serving in
the SADF would make a
mockery of his beliefs.

“It would mean shar-
ing in and perhaps even
adding to the atrocities
of apartheid.” w

Mr David Pijpers, a
former member of the
Cape Corps, faces a
court martial later this
year for refusing to
complete his 10-year
contract:

He told the gathering
he had entered the corps
because military service
was a family tradition,
but his experiences in
Namibia had prompted
moves to cut his service
short.

Rev Beyers Naude: "What aro we doing
40 our young people?”
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Political unrest
now civil war,
festival told

The current phase of political unrest in
South Africa is a civil war, according to a
member of the End Conscription Cam-
paign in Cape Town, Mr Crispian Olver.

Speaking at the End Conscription Cam-
paign Peace Festival held at the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand over the week-
end, Mr Olver said most township resi-
dents regarded the army as a hostile
Government agency.

He added that white people would have
to engage in the straggle for peace if
they wanted to approach an understand-
ing of the wider conflict in South Africa.

Many whites could not come to terms
with the civil conflict around them,
stressed Mr Olver.

He said South Africans lived “always
under the shadow of apartheid and are
affected by it”.



Conscription ;

Props up apartheld
— Beyers Naude |

The fight to end conscription is
really a battle against the en-
tirely unjust apartheid system
which depends on forced mili-
tary service to bolster it, says
the general secretary of the
South ~ African Council of
Churches, Dr Beyers Naude.

Speaking to about 850 people
at the opening of the End Con
scription  Campaign  (ECC)
Peace Festival at the Universi-
ty of the Witwatersrand on Sat-
urday, Dr Naude said the
struggle for justice and peace
was one in which everyone
should be involved.

CRUMBLING

Apartheid was crumbling
and cracking and yet those in
power were desperately trying
to maintain it by using the tal-
ents and strength of the young.

“What are we doing to our
young people? When will we
realise that we are destroying
the creative talents which God
has given to youth?”

He added that for Christian
and humanitarian reasons the
SACC had committed itself to
supporting the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign.

If people found that what
they were called to do in South
Africa was unjust, they should
take a decision on the side of
justice and peace.

Dr Naude said he had parti-
cipated in a service conducted
by the SACC conference at Du-
duza for those who died in hand
grenade blasts in East Rand
townships earlier this week.

“The six were described as
‘terrorists’, but | do not know
what a ‘terrorist’is or is not in

South Africa. If you had sharetl
in the pain, agony ~nd teare
on the faces of mothers whose
children died, you would find Jt
difficult to think in those
terms.”

Dr Naude described how, ip
the street after the service,
there had been soldiers waiting
in hippos. J

“l" thought: what must be
going on in the minds of those
young men ... what must their
feelings be while standing
there with the power of the
army, staring down into <
township of people in poverty
—defenceless. ”

Nobel Peace Prize winner
Bishop Desmond Tutu told the
meeting: “Any war to defend
something that is morally inde-
fensible is an unjust war and it
ought not to be prosecuted -f-
especially by Christians.”

If apartheid were disman-
tled, he said, there would be no
need for the SADF to “terorise”
the black population.

INTENSIFIED

ECC national organiser Mr
Laurie Nathan said: “The use
of the SADF in the townships
intensifies anger and makes
people more determined to
fight back.”

He recalled the comments of
a priest, to the effect thhit
township people were prepared
to die fighting since they were
already dying anyway.

In a recorded message from
London, Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmanent leader Monsignor®”
Bruce Kent asserted it was
basic human right to be fre
from being trained to *;”
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Apartheid depends

The fight to-end e&ﬁseﬁptlon is really a battle
against the entirely unjust apartheid system
which depends on forced military service to
bolster it, says the general secretary of the
South African Council of Churches, Dr Beyers
Naude.

Speaking to about 850 people at the opening of
the End Conscription Campaign (ECC) Peace
Festival at the University of the Witwatersrand
On Sa*Vdfly- Naude said the struggle for jus-
tice and peace was one in which everyone should
be involved.

Apartheid was crumbling and cracking and
yet those in power were desperately trying to
maintain it by using the talents and strength
of the young.

“What are we doing to our young people?
When will we realise that we are destroying the
creative talents which God has given to youth?"

He added that for Christian and humanitarian
reasons the SACC had committed itself to sup-
porting the End Conscription Campaign.

If people found that what they were called to
do in South Africa was unjust and not right, they
should take a decision on the side of justice and
peace, Dr Naude stressed.

Dr Naude said he had participated in a service
conducted by the SACC conference at Duduza
for those who died in hand grenade blasts In
East Rand townships earlier this week.

“The six were described as ‘terrorists’, but |
do not know what a ‘terrorist’ is or is not in
South Africa. If you bad been there and had
shared in the pain and agony and tears on the
faces of mothers whose children had died, you
would find it difficult to think in those terms.”

Dr Naude described how, in the street after
the service, there had been soldiers waiting in
hippos.

“l thought: what must be going on in the
minds of those young men ... what must their
feelings be while standing there with the power
of the army, staring down into a township of
people in poverty — defenceless and without

arms.

Miss Carol Tongue, a British member of the
European Parliament and the Campaign for Nu-
clear Disarmament, said few countries in West-
ern Europe exercised effective control on the
export of weapons and instruments of torture.

She said that, while they agreed adequate de-
velopment aid and trade links with poorer coun-
tries strengthened democracy in such lands and
helped prevent them becoming sites for super-
power conflict, barely any West European na-
tions had met United Nations targets for de-
velopment aid to the Third World.

“We live in a world broken by unshared
bread,” said Miss Tongue, adding that the first
violence was that of poverty. As long as rich and
poor existed side by side, the rich would live in
constant fear of the poor and there would not be
Jpeace, she said.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Bishop Desmond
Tutu told the meeting: “Any war to defend some-
thing that is morally indefensible is an unjust

on conscription — Naude

war and it ought not to be prosecuted — espe-
cially by Christians.”

If apartheid were dismantled, the bishop ar-
gued, there would be no need for the SADF to
“terorise” the black population.

ECC national organiser Mr Laurie Nathan
said: “The use of the SADF in the townships in-
tensifies anger and makes people more deter-
mined to fight back.”

He recalled the comments of a priest, to the
effect that township people were prepared to die
fighting since they were already dying anyway.

In a recorded message from London, Cam-
paign for Nuclear Disarmanent leader Monsi-
gnor Bruce Kent asserted it was a basic human
right to be free from being trained to kill.

British and South African campaigners
worked under different circumstances, but they
walked the same road toward a world free from
militarisation, he said.



Mixed feelings here,, Acriticism abroad

Political Staff

DR F van zyl Slabbert, leader
of the Progressive Federal
Party, said today he had no in-
tention of prematurely con-
demning or justifying the Ga-
borone raid.

He said: “At this stage the
raid must be seen in the con-
text of the grenade attack on
members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and is apparently
also an act of reprisal.

“Thus acts of terror and anti-
terror will undoubtedly add to
a spiral of violence and
counter-violence and contribute
to a state of siege. For the sake
of a negotiated and peaceful fu-
ture for all of us this spiral will
have to be broken.”

Mr Colin Eglin, Progressive
Federal Party foreign affairs
spokesman, said it was “dis-
tressing when the situation de-
teriorates to the point where

jmed intervention replaces di-

macy”.

( e said: “It is clear that the
raid is going to have serious re-
percussions for South Africa.”

In a brief statement today,
the State President, Mr P W
Botha, said: “lI would like to
congratulate the South African
Defence Force.”

Mr Vause Raw, NRP defence
spokesman, said that while it
was regrettable that South
African troops should have en-
tered Botswana, the activities
of the ANC made this essential
when members of Parliament

the targets of terrorism.

The Conservative Party sup-
ported and congratulated the
SADF on the operation, the
party’s defence spokesman, Mr
Koos van der Merwe, said.

He said: “We are very per-
turbed at the fact that Botswa-
na has been accommodating
ANC terrorists. We believe that
relations between South Africa
and Botswana should now be
reviewed under a magnifying
glass.”

Mr Abe Williams, MP, the
Labour Party’s defence spokes-
man, said he might comment
after a briefing.

The president of the Azanian
People’s Organisation, Mr Ish-
mael Mkhabela, described the
raid as “cold-blooded murder
of South African refugees”.

He said: “The people of
Azania are victims of an unde-
clared war. The Government is
condemned in the strongest
possible terms and punitive ac-
tion should be considered by
the international community.”

The End Conscription Cam-
paign said today it regarded
the attack in Botswana as “yet
another violation by the South
African authorities of the terri-
torial integrity of a neighbour-
ing state”.

In a statement by a spokes-
man in Cape Town, the ECC
said it “disapproves in the
strongest terms” and ques-
tioned whether the SADF could

claim of maintaining
peace in Southern Africa.

The statement said: “This ac-
tion in no way advances the
cause of peace in our region.
Rather it sets back the process
of building a situation of stabil-
ity and harmony in Southern
Africa.”

whose loved ones have either
perished or sustained injuries.
“We ask the people of Bo-
tswana not to be deterred in
their support for all those who
are disadvantaged and who had
sought refuge in their country.”
e The Argus Foreign Service
in London reports that Mr Mike

*  Sapa reports from Johan- Terry, executive secretary of

nesburg that the raid has been
condemned “in the strongest
terms” by the South African
Council of Churches.

“UTTER FOLLY”

A statement issued by the
acting general secretary of the
SACC, Mr Dan Vaughan, said:
“That the SADF should act as
judge and executioner against
any South African is reprehen-
sible in the extreme.

“That it should do so in a
neighbouring territory with
whom we are not at war is an
act not only of aggression and
violence but of utter folly, des-

tabilising to the entire sub-con- ,

tinent.”

Sapa also reports from Jo-
hannesburg that the United De-
mocratic Front has condemned
the raid.

A statement said: “This
clearly illustrates the aggres-
sive and insensitive policies of
the South African regime
towards its neighbours.

“We send sympathies to the
people of Botswana and their
Government and also to those

the Anti-Apartheid Movement,
has called on the British Go-
vernment to respond immedi-
ately by taking “effective ac-
tion” against South Africa.

In a statement, Mr Terry
said the raid into Gaborone
was further evidence that
South Africa had abandoned
the pretence of a policy of

.peaceful relations with its

neighbours.

He said: “This attack is real-
ly an act of reprisal against
Botswana because of its refusal
to surrender its sovereignty by
entering into a so-called peace
treaty with South Africa.”

Cardinal to take part
In ‘peace festival’

By Jo-Anne Collinge

Internationally recog-
nised Brazilian cleric and
human rights fighter Car-
dinal Paulo Arns will
launch the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign’s “Peace
Festival” in Johannes-
burg this month.

Cardinal Arns of Sao
Paulo heads the largest
Roman Catholic archdio-
cese in the world. He rose
to international promi-
nence as an outspoken
opponent of the military
junta which released its
20-year hold over Brazil
only last year.

The Cardinal led mil-
lions of Catholics in
peaceful protest action
against the torture prac-
tices of the security
forces.

The festival, which

opens with the Cardinal
addressing a public meet-

ing on June 28, aims to
focus attention on milita-
risation in South Africa
and promote widespread
discussion on ways of
pursuing peace.

Mrs Carol Tongue, a
British Labour Party rep-
resentative to the Euro-
pean Parliament and

msupporter of the Cam-
paign for Nuclear Disar-
mament, will also take
part in the three-day pro-
gramme of public meet-
ings, workshops, semin-
ars and presentations of
drama, music and poetry.

The Anglican Bishop of
Johannesburg, Bishop
Desmond Tutu; the gener-
al secretary of the South
African Council of
Churches, Dr Beyers
Naude; and Southern
Africa Catholic Bishops’
Conference president
Archbishop Denis Hurley
will participate in the
festival’s final meeting.
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cardinal
to speak
at rally
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Turbulent~-priests, a -familiar”

feature on the South African po-
litical landscape, command
even greater recognition in
Latin America.

And one of the most prominet,
Brazilian Cardinal Paulo
Evaristo Arns, is about to arrive
in Johannesburg.

He will be here next week at
the invitation of the End Con-
scription Campaign to address a

rally, part of a three-day
“I"fce Festival”, at Johannes-
burg’s University of the Wit-
watersrand.

Vilified by the military junta
which ruled Brazil between 1964
and 1984, followed into protest
action by millions of his coun-
trymen and recognised as a
human rights advocate by West-
ern leaders, the 63-year-old Sao
Paulo cardinal heads the largest
Catholic archdiocese in the
world.

Regarded as a “communist in
a cassock” by the former mili-
tary government, the cardinal
describes his position a little dif-
ferently. o~ '

“The church’s foremost mis-
sion in the option for change is
to establish the truth and to seek
justice,” he has said.

“It must help train Christian
cMcnunities to seek their own
solutions and encourage univer-
sities, research institutes and
others to seek alternatives that
are neither capitalist nor com-
munist,” he added.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Cardinal Arns’s concern with
torture and the fate of political
detainees began in 1971 with the
detention of an Italian priest
and his assistant in Sao Paulo.

The two, involved in pro-
grammes for workers, were
never charged — but they were
allegedly brutally tortured at
police headquarters.

The cardinal’s response was
to call together the priests of his
archdiocese — which comprises
eight bishops, 2 100 diocesan
priests and about 4000 other re-
ligious.

The outcome of their discus-
sions on torture was a strongly
worded document on the
church’s commitment to social
justice.

Resistance to me excesses of
the secret police was to lead to
threats to the life of Cardinal
Arns.

At the same time there was
increasing Government censor-
ship of his paper, O Sao Paulo,
and a concerted defamation
campaign.

In 1975, following the death in
detention of distinguished jour-
nalist Vladimir Herzog, 8000
people defied the military re-
gime and rallied to Cardinal
Arns’s call to a Mass in Sao
Paulo Cathedral. In addition two
million Catholics in the city
went on a 24-hour fast.

Cardinal Arns has also been
closely associated with workers’
movements, actively supporting
the sustained metalworkers’
strike of 1979 — the first major
strike in Brazil in nearly 15
years.

Protest at army

from ALLISTER SPARKS In Johannesburg

OPPOSITION to military
conscription is growing in
South Africa as a result of
the Government’s use of the
army to help quell unrest in
the black townships.

Laurence Nathan, 25,
national organiser of the End
Conscription Campaign, which
was formed a year ago, reports
that there has been a surge of
support for the organisation
since the first troops were
deployed in Sebokeng town-
ship, south of Johannesburg,
last October.

‘It has been quite
phenomenal,” Nathan said last
week. ‘When we began, there

I'was little interest, but since the
i troops began operating in the
townships, we have been so
overwhelmed with inquiries
that we can hardly cope.’

The campaign has organised
a ‘peace rally "next weekend at
Johannesburg’s Witwatersrand
University.

It will be the first public
demonstration of opposition to
compulsory military service by
white South Africans in this
militarised society where the
*troepies,” fresh out of school,
are regarded as young national
heroes defending their country
against Communist invaders on
*the border” — the 'emotive
name given to the bush country
of northern Namibia where
they have been skirmishing for
20 years with guerrillas of the
South West Africa People’s
Organisation (SWAPO).

The young men have to do an
initial period of two years in the
Defence Force on leaving high
school or university, followed
by 720 days’ service spread
over 12 years.

This gives South Africa a
citizen force of 800,000 that can
be mobilised to defend the
white laager against its ‘ Com-
munist * enemies.

It is a big chunk out of a
young man’s life, but until now

few have complained. This is
partly because military service
has been glamorised, partly
because of the pressures of an
obsessively patriotic society,
and partly because the penalties
for conscientious objection are
among the severest in the
world, with six years’
imprisonment for those who
object on political grounds.

Most of those who have
refused military service have
been Jehovah’s Witnesses,
who, as religious objectors, are
allowed to do ‘community
service” in a Government
department instead.

According to the End Con-
scription Campaign, an average
of about 3,000 young men have
dodged the draft each year by
going abroad.

Nathan says the figure rock-
eted to 7,500 last January, after
the army had been deployed for
the first time in the black
townships.
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“Communist in cassock’ Cardinal

f e Turbulent

(A, .

Cardinal Arns ... regar
human rights advocate.

By Jo-Anne Collinge

Turbulent priests, a familiar feature on
the South African political landscape,
command even greater recognition in
Latin America. And one of the most
prominent, Brazilian Cardinal Paulo
Evaristo Arns, arrives in Johannesburg
tomorrow.

Cardinal Arns will, at the invitation
of the End Conscription Campaign, ad-
dress a mass rally, part of a three-day
“Peace Festival”, at Wits University.

Vilified by the military junta which
ruled Brazil between 1964 and 1984, fol-
lowed into protest action by millions of
his countrymen and recognised as a
human rights advocate by Western
leaders, the 63-year-old Sao Paulo car-
dinal heads the largest Catholic arch-
diocese in world.

Regarded as a “communist in cas-
sock" by the old military government,
the cardinal describes his position a lit-
tle differently. “The church’s foremost
mission in the option for change is to
establish the truth and to seek justice.

“It must help train Christian com-
munities to seek their own solutions
and encourage universities, research
institutes and others to seek alterna-
tives that are neither capitalist nor
communist,” he is on record as saying.

Finally, he believes, the church has
to convince the rich and the powerful
that development of the individual and
society are best served by pursuing
Christian equality.

Cardinal Arns’ concern with torture
and the fate of political detainees
began in 1971 with the detention in Sao
Paolo of an Italian priest and his assis-
tant. They had been involved in pro-
grammes for workers in the city of
which Cardinal Arns was already arch-
bishop.

They were never charged —but they
were allegedly brutally tortured at po-
lice headquarters.

The cardinal’s response was to call
together the priests of his archdiocese
— which comprises eight bishops, 2100
diocesan priests and about 4000 other
priests. The outcome of their discus-
sions on torture was a strongly worded
document on the church’s commitment
to social justice.

Resistance to the secret police was

Brazilian

priest for

Arns, increasing Government censor-
ship of his paper, O Sao Paulo, and a
concerted defamation campaign.

In 1975, following the death in deten-
tion of distinguished journalist Vladi-
mir Herzog, 8000 people defied the
military regime and rallied to Cardinal
Arns’ call to a Mass in Sao Paulo Ca-
thedral. In addition two million Catho-
lics in the city went cma 24-hour fast to
show their support of the church’s
stand against torture, expressed in a
pastoral letter entitled, “Do not op-
press your brother”.

When Cardinal Arns himself was
under threat — by December 1975 —
3000 priests and six bishops held a
Mass in solidarity with him.

The second major string to the cardi-
nal’s human rights bow is his concern
for the poor. He has been closely in-
volved in the growth of the “basic com-
munities” — a unique Brazilian re-
sponse to poverty.

“Basic communities” are tightly knit
groups of about 12 to 15 people of simi-
lar income and education, who live to-
gether and often work together in co-
operative enterprise. Today there are
an estimated 80000 basic communities
in Brazil, forming a movement with a
strongly Christian ethical base.

Cardinal Arns bas also been closely
associated with workers’ movements,
actively supporting the sustained
metal workers’ strike of 1979 — the
first major strike in Brazil in nearly 15
years. He is also concerned with the,
workers’ battle for democratic politi-
cal participation.

At the time of the metal workers’
strike he explained. “If you have some
little space for liberty you have to oc-
cupy this space. Now we have a space
for better salaries — we are insisting
about this. The next time we will have
a space for organising political parties
—you have to occupy this.”

Since 1980 the cardinal has been in-
volved with other Latin theologians in
seeking peaceful means to restructure
the conflict-ridden societies of South
and Central America. His advice was
also sought by the Brandt Commission
on relations between the wealthy
northern hemisphere and the depen-
dent, impoverished south.

Cardinal’s

visit to4 W
SAis% "
prevented

The visa of a Brazinan *
cardinal due to visit
South MAfrica to address
the End Conscription
Campaign’s Peace Festi-
val in Johannesburg was
withdrawn by South Afri-
can authorities at the last
minute. “

Cardinal Paulo Evaris-
to Arns of Sao Paulo was
due to arrive at Jan
Smuts today as a guest of
the ECC and the Southern
African Catholic Bishops'
Conference.

“Hours before he was
due to depart, he was vi-
sited by South African
consulate officials who
wanted a written under-
taking that he would not
speak at the ECC festival
nor involve himself in the
affairs of the country,”
the ECC stated today.

Cardinal Arns refused
to sign and his visa was
withdrawn.

“l would only go as &
free person where my
brother bishops have
asked me to go and do
what they have asked me
to do,” he said in a state-
ment through the ECC of-
fice in Johannesburg.

“l see clearly that your
government is not satis-
fied with the sacrifice
and injustice that it im-
poses on its people. -

“Now it also prevents a
visit of friendship by a
cardinal ... even though
he is a member of the in-
depenent committee of
the United Nations on
Humanitarian Issues.”



THE ARCHBISHOP
if I&man Catholic
Church’s biggest arch-
diocese in the world,
Cardinal Arns of Sao
Paolo, Brazil; arrived
in South Africa yester-

2 million Catholics in
Sao Paolo against tor-
ture practised by the
Brazilian  security
forces.

Anotherinterna-
tional speaker at the

day to participate in a /)yi conference is Ms Carol

three-day

festival™ Tongue, a Labour

aimed at stopping miljXii~“Party member of the

tary call-up. S

The festival will
held at the University
of Witwatersrand from
tomorrow, and has
been organised by the
End Conscription
Committee — a broad
grouping of more than
40 organisations.

The Cardinal was
met at Jan Smuts Air-
port by top figures in
the Catholic Church.

Cardinal Arns has
for many years cam-
paigned as a human
rights activist and in
1975 he led the fast of

Opponent
of call-up
defainfe

The End Conscription |
Campaign today den-
ounced the detention of
its Eastern Cape chair-
woman, Miss Janet Cher-
ry, and others in Port
Elizabeth this morning.

Mr David Shandoer,
Press officer for the ECC,
said in a statement: “We
deplore this action by the
State. The apartheid gov-
ernment defines it as
criminal to be committed
and working for justice
and peace for all the peo-
ple of South Africa.”

He said apartheid
ruled through the use of
force and of detention to
silence its opponents, but
“attacks as these, on the
security of peace-loving
South Africans, are to be
expected in a country in
the grips of civil war and
one ruled by a minority
government.”

g European Parliament,

who is involved in the
campaign for Nuclear
A Disarmament and the
Peace Movement in
AEurope.
V South African
N . speakers include the
Anglican Bishop of
; % Johannesburg. Bishop
Desmond Tutu, the
secretary-general of
the South African
Council of Churches,
Reverend Beyers
Naude, and the Catho-
lic Archbishop of Dur-
ban, Bishop Denis
Hurley.

SA cancels
visa for

cardi

JOHANNESBURG, —
The visa of Cardinal
Arns of Brazil was “im-
mediately” cancelled
yesterday after he re-
fused to sign an under-
taking not to attend or
speak at the End Con-
scription Campaign fes-
tival or to involve Tiim-
self in the affairs of
South Africa.

“l will go as a free per-
son where my brother
bishops have asked me
to go and do what they
have asked me to do,”
the cardinal told offi-
cials of the South Afri-
can Consulate in Brazil

Condemned

The cardinal, who was
due in Johannesburg
yesterda%/ as aguesfof
the South African Catho-
lie Bishops’ Conference,
is recognized inter-
nationally for his hu-
man-rights campaign
during the 20 years of
military rule in Brazil.

In a statement made
soon after the cancella-
tion ofthe visa, Cardinal
Arns said the South Afri-
can Government was
“not satisfied with the
sacrifice and injustice it
imposes on its people

CARDINAL ARNS of Brazil,
who applied to visit South
Africa, was immediatly giv-
en a visa bat the document
was withdrawn when reports

i suggested he was coming for

reasons other than his stated
one, the Foreign Minister Pik
Botha said last night.

Botha said the cardinal
had applied for a visa “to
visit the Catholic Church in
South Africa”, but a report
bad suggested the cardinal

would De coining “for an-
other purpose as well —

namely, to participate in the

End Conscription Cam-

paign”. i hoA

2-1\{feS

Nna

and neighbouring coun-
tries”.

“May the God of his-
tory grant to the dear
people of South Africa
the just solution of your
problems, and the end of
all discrimination,” he
said.

The withdrawal of the
visa has been widely
condemned.

Among the organiza-
tions which have ex-
pressed disapproval are
the South African Coun-
cil of Churches (SACC),
the United Democratic
Front, the Methodist
Church of Southern
Africa, the Black Sash
and the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign.

geSe'rafsecret™ offh.’
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drawal of Cardinal
Arns’s visa “can only be
interpreted as a sign
that the government
fears his message of
peace and opposition to
violence”.

Mrs Helen Suzman,
the Progressive Federal
Party spokesman on Law
and Order, said: “What
the government thinks it
has accomplished by
this clumsy refusal of a
visa to the cardinal is be-
yond me.”

‘Moral issue’

The Rev Peter Storey,
president of the Metho-
dist Church of Southern
Africa, said the govern-
ment’s action showed
the fear of free discus-
sion about conscription,
“a grave moral issue”.

The UDF said that by
not allowing the cardi-
nal to voice his opinion
on the issue of compul-
sory conscription, the
government was denying
the white community the
right to a view alterna-
tive to that of the apart-
heid state.

Speakers at the Peace
Festival, which begins
on Saturday, will in-
clude Bishop Desmond
Tutu, Dr Beyers Naude
and Archbishop Denis
Hurley. — Sapa
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COMMENT
Bloody lie

THE number of terrorist attacks this year ex-
ceeds 40 — a record.

And the tempo in recent weeks seems to have
increased, with African National Congress
terrorists making grenade attacks on two

the mosi ghastly place on earth without ex-
ception, which is a bloody lie, and that South
Africa is the only place on earth that de-
serves to be bullied, bashed around,
and subjected to various forms of sanctions
which is another bloody lie.
Well, we say that the Government has a duty
to restore law and order in the unrest town-
ships. It has a duty to fight the ANC with all
the resources at its disposal.
Reform is the key word in this period of South
Africa’s history — but it cannot be expand-

ed, or made acceptable, if there is a state of
anarchy.

isolated

members of the Coloured House of Rep_ No doubt the ANC and its Supporters in the

resentatives, one of whom is a Deputy Minis-
ter-elect; a bomb attack on a beachfront tea-
room in Durban; a clash between armed men

UDF want reform to collapse as much as
they want the townships to be ungovernable.
They should be denied both objectives.

and a police patrol north of the Kruger Nat- People are sick and tired of the terrorist at-

ional Park; a grenade attack which injured
three White policemen near Cape Town, and
a bomb attack on East London’s City Hall.

The unrest in the townships continues, with
attacks on the homes of policemen and other
so-called collaborators with the system, and
with schools and other buildings destroyed or
damaged.

\t no time have Black leaders, except Chief
Gjttha Buthelezi, or the political priests
czmRi for an end to this violence.

The impression is given that the ANC’s attacks
are excusable, since, the argument goes, the
ANC was driven underground by banning
and had no alternative but to turn to viol-
ence.

As if the acts of any terrorists — IRA, PLO,
ANC or Shi’ites — can ever be condoned.

The actions of the mobs in the townships are
also excused on the grounds that they are
legitimately venting their ire against the sys-
tem, that Blacks are so badly treated, and so
economically deprived, that outbursts of vio-
lence, however savage, are understandable;
and that the intention of the radicals to make
the townships ungovernable is a legitimate
way of fighting apartheid, institutionalised
violence (a catch phrase) and oppression.

Any action by the police in countering this
violence is regarded as evidence that the
Government and its security forces are out to
kir~lacks without compunction; the tragic
shooting of 20 Blacks in Uitenhage is em-
broidered with a batch of lies which some
politicians helped to put around; and the
anti-ANC raid on Gaborone targets is held
out as evidence of South Africa’s destabilisa-
tion of a neighbour and utter ruthlessness.

Suggestions that only poor, defenceless refu-
gees were killed are bloody lies.

The use of the army in the present grave riot
situation is condemned by political priests,
the anti-conscription movement and Left-
wing politicians, whereas soldiers are being
used, and are opening fire on rioters, in India
and other countries at this very time, as news
items have shown.

Meanwhile Bishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel
Peace Prize winner extraordinary, the un-

banned Dr Beyers Naude, secretary-general
of the South African Council of Churches,
the man of “unique” experience, Dr Allan
Boesak, and various members of the United
Democratic Front, like the Rev M Stofeli,
who has just warned New Zealand that the
All Blacks risk death by coming to South
Africa to play here, feel free to travel the
world giving the worst possible picture of
South Africa.

PRETORIA—A Brazil
ian cardinal who ap-
plied to visit South
Africa was immediately
given a visa, but the
document was with-
drawn when reports
suggested he was com-
ing to this country for
reasons other than his
stated one, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Mr
Pik Botha, said last
night.

Mr Botha said in a
statement that Cardinal
Arns of Brazil had ap-
plied to the South African
consul general in Sao
Paulo about two weeks
ago for a visa ‘to visit the
Catholic Church in South
Africa’.

‘He was immediatly giv-
en a visa for a visit for
this purpose,” Mr Botha
said.

But a report in Tues-
day’s Press suggested the

tacks and the savagery of the mobs. Let the
Government put down violence and let it go
ahead, at the same time, with the reforms
that are essential to ensure that all sections
have a stake in a peaceful future.
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Cardinal’s visa

cancelled after
anti-army rift

cardinal would be coming
to South Africa for an-
other purpose as well —
namely, to participate in
the End Conscription
Campaign’.

‘When advised of this
report, Cardinal Arns de-
nied all knowledge of the
campaign and assured
our consul general in Sao
Paulo that he would nev-
er involve himself in the
domestic affairs of any
country,” Mr Botha’s
statement said.

‘Inquiries revealed,
however, that he (the car-
dinal) had in fact been in-
vited to participate in
this campaign and that he
was scheduled to address
the participants.’

South Africa then
asked the cardinal for a
written undertaking that
he would not participate
in any way in the End
Conscription Campaign,
Mr Botha said.

‘He refused
wherupon we advised
him that we would accept
his earlier verbal assur-
ance, and on that basis he
was free to proceed with
his visit.

‘The cardinal, however,
retracted and said he was
not prepared to accept
any restrictions on his ac-
tivities in South Africa.
His visa was thereupon
withdrawn.’

Mr Botha said Cardinal
Arns would always be
welcome to visit South
Africa ‘for pastoral pur-
poses’.— (Sapa)
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