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after the expulsion of the liatebele, tye Dutch emigrants were sp=
/ /
f e / :
reading themselves ovqf'the con&uered lands of Marico and Melopo,
J f.
y ,

end it was clear thg£ many springs/that the Barolong had formerly

he victorious Dutch, and that

occupied were beiné occupied by
the longer Tawagﬁ and others remained in Thaba Ncho, the less la=
nd they would/%ind to occupy. This consideration urged them to
move. The‘éacts of this mgve are controversial. The probabil-
ity is that knowing the lgnd to be clear the Barolong just mowed
without thought of asking anybody's permission.

Leaving Thabﬁ/ucho'in three large parties according to their
£

clans - Ratloy{ (Gontse) Tshidi (TsWana) amd Rapulena (Matlaba)

passed by Maje-maswgu, to e nortu-east of Brandforf

tha)
>

the Vaal and the p esent/s{ta of Kromnstad, crossed the

ed the Valsch River alfway between its confluen-

% cros

ce wi
/ 7 ' : K

Vazl River (Lekwa) a litfle below its/confluence with theKfienost=-

er River and did not halt fer a long time anywhere until they re-

ached the Matlwang Hills (Machavie) on the Mooi River (Tlokweng)

to the west of the present town of Potchefstroom. Here a rest

was made to take advantage of the planting seasog(gt a place la

(er to be named Potchefstroom,~ Comm Hendrik Potgietery the great

Eelis

Ty

friend of the Barolong was at this time at the Mooi River.V”

stated to have said that Moroka, Tawana, Gontse and Matlaba hdd
the urreunding faxxx wExe airesdy pERxpizsd ky Dnteck Exigxaxis

come to him to express their desire (for the three latter) to re-
turn to their country at the Molopo River, and their willingness

to live under the laws and jurisdiction of the Boer emigrants,

that they further asked him to guarantee them against molestation
by the Boer farmers while traveksing their territory, and that he
issued them a pass enabling the clans to travel through Boer far=-
ms on condition that the people committed no aggresion in the co-
urse of their journey (J.agar-Hamiltons The Native Policy of the

Voortrekkers p, $4). ind The surrounding farms were alreadyfd ¥
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occupied by Dutch emigrants who knew the Barclong from Thaba Ncho
and were friendly disposed towards them. They all co-operated,
therefore in making the sojourn of Gontse, Tawana and Matlaba and
their clzns pleasant, and the idea of a pass is strangely incons=
istent with the time and circumstances.

4+Maﬁ%ﬂw%,ﬁontse and his people built their huts to the east on Kgaba;ﬁ;;:
tsho hill while the Tshidi of Tawana built to the south on Rkuiekgz
akgomo, and the Rapulana of Matlaba occupied the hills Maje-a-mg-

redi on the north side. The halt at Matlwang was not meantd te
1§+ | Barelong
o be of long duration, but for some reason or another, the Barddo

544 stayed here from year to yegr from the summer of 1841 till the sp-
ring of 1843. The seasons were favourable and labour in the fi-
elds among the Boer farmers received its due reward. Relations

with the Dutch-Afrikaners at Potchefstroom (founded 1838) and the
surrounding country were amicable. It was not until 1848& that

the Ratlou c1a~of Gontse moved from Matlwang, but it was not teo
past

go far. They went xasted Mutswana, a flat-topped hill on the eg=

8t side of the 8choenspruit, and therefore also called Plaatperg
by the Dutch-Boers. Having crossed the river they halted above
its west bank at Motswi-wa-petlwana, at place now known as Lgapfo-
ntein and Kafferskraal. The remains of their stoney kraals are
still to be seen on the hills and have no Boubt suggested the exa=-
lted name Kafferskraal.

Tawana &nd Matlaba and their respective Tshidi and Rapulana
clans stayed behind at Matlwang. Montshiwa was now a man of 30

years. Besides the three wives he had married at Thaba Ncho, he

had nmow taken another, namely Onyana, daughter ef jyea Dingoke,

—

ene of his father's counsellors. Gny¢AAaK44-LGWV"“““*“*-[5 s

Seqolshane Sewn of King Makalw anc had Three Chaldren mel\f;f\,i.;.c-:c.,
J g BT = D
"’/éof‘-bc’( mfﬁ. 'r\.ﬂa‘" @i Sub;sufu.o-w/—% zkt..r(, LSS« u:—:.‘fﬁ_ 4 (2% AcSen 61/ 5
Maka ofla aled\ Tacoana. - o & onlm woilfc @l Mens Wues B Gude s ‘
'chu.;l i TRese dan$ — espeecally s hgh Towana Scewhi No Slignn wus afleehed b
]%q% For many months chief Tawana was in poor health, and in 1848, fee-

A
ling that the end was near anu being desirous to be burted in his

native land, he decided to leave Matlwang and return to the Molopo.

The Tshidi Barolong accordingly turned their backs on Matlwang in

i
i
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August 1848. Their route was by Mutswana (Plaatberg)ong schoe

Lomawe
enspruit), Lomg we (goedgevonden) acreoss Khing (schoonsprait)

s
to Mogodiring (Taaiboschspruit), Matlape (Coligny) to Ditscbe-
tla (Lichtenburg), and thence through Bodibe (Pohlfontein) to

el fhe Ll 0‘!0 5491%13-&,— 5?\.0’!’\““3 af{:o;v theor errendl oln,lkc ;m,ufq/-?} Jf’:(lﬂ
Lotlhakane (Reitfontein) and Dithakong where they arrived, Taws
ana, now an old man of some 75 winters, called his tribe tog-
ether and gave them final instructions.
1849
after a few more weeks towards the end of Qctober 18k Xz¥~

he closed his eyes in death and was buried in his cattle encl-

N\, akeng e e Vallesg
at ¥ osure aaAIptlhakang/according to custome

He was survived by his three widows Mma-Sefera- dauéﬁter
ke Romguoakass Chas.
cf}Makaba; Mojenku and Monjankunyana = both daughters of Maru=-
mule Makgetla, his other five having perished at the sackd/ of
maunwana(fff?)ne was survived also by nine sons and six daulghters,
The sons were Montsh¥iwa, larumulwa, selere, Seru, Montshiwane,
Motshegare, Molema, Saane and Rabodietso and the daughters Me=
rwanyane, Motshidisi, Mamoraila, Manca, Majang and Keithuf?lo.
$everal of the sons subsequently made a mark in Barolong :;;;;x

a
orye. ©f the daughters only one is important, namely Majgng,

because she became wife of his heir and successor Montshiwa.
CHAPTER V. PART-2T
(L MONTSHIWA BECOMES CHIEF3
Tawana the great chief of the Tshidi clan of the Barolongl had

been buried accerding te ancient custom, in the roya}l catile
enclosure or kraal aﬁAZOtlhakane, actually infact at what is
now called Dithakong, which is however not to be confused with
the more famous place of that name in the Vryburg distriét
which was the scene of Rev Robert Moffat's missionary activiti-
es before his removal to Kuruman in 1820.
The burying of chiefs in cattle enclesures makes it @mpos-

8ible to locate their graves after a few years, and I hawe fa=-
iled to locate Tawana's.

In accordance with Tswana law, after Tawana's death,B the



reigns of government were temporarily vested in his next eldest
surviving brother as trustee, until the deceased chiefg's succ~-
essor should be formeltly enthroned. That trustee was Moshwela
affectionately called Tawanyane or small Tawana, commander-in-

chief of the Tshidi army, a man highly respected by the tribe,

and noted for his courage in war. In due course this personage
assembled the tribe at the royal forum and publicly pointed out
Montshiwa to them as their new chief, and subsequently installed
him in the traditional manner by draping him with the mantle of
a leopard skin and investing him with a battle axe and a :ﬁi:i.
lMiontshiwa was unanimously acclaimed by the excited populacef as
the new chief of the tribe, and his praises and panegyrics

were sung lustilly by the tribal bards. Again were repeated

in boastful verse and florid languajge the facts of Barolong

history and especially their exploits at Khunwana in the
assassination of the Matebele envoys Bhoya and Bhangele. Again
the valour of the chiefs and the prowess of the Barolong were
declaimed in impassioned language.
At his accesion Montshiwa was of middle stature, chubby
face, pock marked by the small-pox of 1831, broad shoulders
hiind athgfletic form. He had a slight impediment of speech,

S v
ERas XERAEKGEXD BE PFERoVALER IKX his '8 tending to be promounced
sah e wasy neded .?or 'fw.s Qowiade I'(Mris /w/mc-wu, s Kinolriss and Mdi
was not without
Montshiwa's accessionﬁ B pRAIYgEWONK those querriesk

that arise in nearly all sucifssions of polygamous chiefs, § es~-
pecially where the Israelitish practice of the levirate or g
man raising seed to a deceasdd brother is in vogue. The £

facts with regardy to Montshiwa are as follows: Montshiwa's
grandfather = Tlhutlwa had several sons - some of them natugal,
most of them putative = by several wives. These sons were Tau,
Tawana and Moshwela by three sisters; Lekgetho by a fourth

wife, Legae and Lekone by a fifth, Masetlha by a sixth and

Matsheka by a seventh wife (see table). Tau who should have

sm%ﬂmﬁzz&m Sueeeeclecl fia fa,m_‘g,,. Tbowtlvon



Plhutlwa in the chieftaiship had died in early youth, perhaps sat

the age of fifteen years before marring or having issue, and so his

younger brother Tawana became the heir presumptive. On the decease

of Tlhutlwa,lMakgetla, and after him Leshomo acted for Tawana, zitkug
although he was already a man, married and childed. First he had
married Dikgang, daughter of Leshomo, by whom he had four daughters
only and no male issue. Then he married Mosela, daughter of the Rap-
ulana chief Molekane. By her he had g:;; sons - ZEimkxx eetsela,
Tlala, Motshegare ,Molema and Fhetogane , and one daughter- Majang.
Pawana then married Sebudio, daughter of Phetlhu Makgetla, and there
fore his own cousin, and gave out that by her he was raising seed
for Tau, his elder brother long deceased in biyhood. By this step, Xk
the issue by sebudio was to take precedence over issues or children
by previous unions or wives, $ebudio being now regarded ceremoniously
as the wige, and her issue in Montshiwa, Xmimxsyx¥exrm Marumulwa,
dclare and seru as the children of the deceased Tau. $o0 while in the
ordinary straightforwrd way the eldest son Seetsela (or his son or
brother) should have been Tawana's principal heir and suecessor, Mon-
tshiwa and kixxkxm other sons by Sebudio being raised as seed and
being counted toc;gz.;_rzoigk\,ﬁgrecng:c;g: '-zcmﬁfs_)Jémc’ EQe,
Montshiwa assuﬁEE**ETElﬁa%iEE—Eé:EEIé?‘EBEGf_EHE—EEEZof the year
1849 at Lotlhakane. His people were just settling down to normazl life
after much moving about and an absence of 18 years from their country.
One of his first acts was to send his brother lolema to Thaba Ncho to
request the Wesleyan District Missionary Society for a teacher or mxks
ﬁissionary. There can be no doubt that this step was taken at the ins-
and advice
tance/of Molema himself, who, although he had betrayed the tribe by
accepting a foreign faith - the Christian doctrine=- at Thaba Ncho had
bublicly received the express permission of their father Tawana to
practice that faith untrammlled . Molema was, moreover a man of strong
bersonality and exceptional gifts. He had great influence in the
tribe, and wvas in fact Montshiwa's chief counseller in vital matters.
de would have no great difficulty in id convincing the chief of the

the overwhelming advantage of having a missionary adviser at his court.

Montshiwa himself had been witness gf the incalculable benefits of
the enlightened services rendered by the Revs. James Archbell
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and James Cameron to Chief iMoroka in his external xEXaXimmx affairs,

He had for himself seen how the Frech missionaries- T.Arbousset, Ruge
#sugene Casalis and others guided and piloted Moshoeshoe through the
labyrinthine intricacies of Buropean diplocy which sought and threata =
ned to entangle him ., Who else could intelligently handle the inteviews
the regquests for grazing, for land and fer labour, the endless process-
ion of hunting paries, the disputes about straying and stolen cattle,
the questions and argumenis about the vague dividing line between the
Boers and the Barolong? Who otherwise could read, and having read under-
stand and answer the letters, written in stately Hollandsch, that were
already pouring into Montshiwa's office under the tree of justice ?

All these things required, not only a thorough knowledge of the Dutech
and Iswanz languages, but also a skill in argument and negotiation in
the iuropean’manner - matters which neither Montshiwa nor the ablast of
his counsellors had any experience of . And so Molema went to Thabe
Ncho, and having placed lontshiwa's case before the wesleyan District
Missionary Meeting in December, that body appointed the Rev Joseph D.
MeLudorf to be Montshiwa's missionary , and with Molemz he Proceeded to

and arrived at Lotlhakane - Montshiwa's town on the Molopo, in January
1650,  Capre W WhicTolices end Tolieich
The assumption of the chieftainship by Montshiwa seemed to be g

signal of didpute and strife between the Dutch Boers and the Tshidi
Barolong, dispute and strife destined to last throughout the long
reign of Montshiwa = 46 years.

In 1851 some “utch farmers came to settle well to the west of
Lichtenburg uppn land claimed by Montshiwa at the eye of the MoRopo R.,
at Poosedumane (Grootfontein) and at llooimeisjesfontein. After warning
them several times to quit, but in vain, Montshiwa made a formszl protest

to Commendant-@eneral Andries J.Pretorius, new#ly appointed Commandant

General of Potchefstroom and Rustenburg districts. Pretorius replied

immediately :
Aan het Opperhoofd der Barolong, addressing him"waarde

Vriend en Bondgenoot Montsioa.", expressing regret to hear that the
emigrant Dutch farmers had encroached on his territory, and notifying

him that he was appointing a Commission to go inte the matter.



I23d
on the 3Qth December 1891, the Commission met Montshiwa at the eye
of the Molopo Re It consisted of Pieter scholtz and Adriaan $tander
accompanied by two field-cornets and ten farmers, WMontshiwa came w%
with his two brothers Motshegare and golema , accompanied by twenty
other counsellors including the Rev Joseph Ludorf as interpreter.
After a friendly discussion a boundary line between the Dutch emigra
ants and the Tshidi Barolong was agreed upon. This line which the
historian @.M.Theal repeatedly alludes to but seems studiously to
omit to mEmtx specify in his otherwise very informative and Ifactual
lly reliable works, this line was from Mosega to Qttoshoop , thence
by wagon road to Buurmensdrift, thence to the source of the Hartz 2,
and down along that river to a point opposite Makwassie. (Report of
the Zand Commission .8l ; and Xvidence at the Bloemhof Inquiry p.

183.)
The Con%erence broke up with renewed mutual assudrances of frie—

ndship and goodwill.

In due course the xExrmzxsf findings of the Commission und its
terms of agreement with the Barolong were laid before the Volksraad,
and immediately after this, to wit on the 8th of January 18523,from
Magzliesburg, Comm-@en Pretorius, in the same courtedous manner and
tone of absolute sincerity communicated to Montshiws the Volksraad's

approval of the Commissions recommendations . The letter reads :-
Waarde Vriend en Bondgenoot Montsioa,

llet genoegen heb ik de Rapport
van de Hge Commissie ontvangen aangaande de grenslyn. Ik heb hetzele
voor de raad gelegd en zy heb het namens de Regering der Emiganten
Boeren hunne goekeering daar aan gehegt Ik vertrouw dat in het
toekomende geen inbreuk op u gronden zal gemaakt worden , en dat by
u zyde alle pogingen zult aanwenden uw volk in goe ... en regel te
houden dat onze vriendschaap nog lang zal duur .
Uw D.W Dienzar en Vriend,
AeJ WePretorius :
Comd-Gen.

lmplicit in these confefences and letters is the recollection)y by
Comm=Gen Pretorius and others of the friendly relations that had
existed between the emigrant Boers and the Barolong since the Thaba
Wcho days, and the occasion of their alliance against Mzilikaii .%&x
Bxplicit is the hope that that friendship founded under such gragic

g . 2
ciccumstances might continue from generation to generation, btt above
all the fact that Montshiwa had territorial rights which, not only

Pretorius 23} also the Volksraad and the emigrant Boers generally

recognised jsacknowledged.
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It is beyond question that Pretorius and the emigrant Boers at this
time recognised the Barolong as a free and independent people, and had
no visible designs upon their land and liberty, The tone of the confere

-ces and the discussions show that the Boers and the Barolong met as
equals and spoke as man to man . The words mfxaddrexx -"Worthy Friéﬁd
and Ally" always used by Pretorius in addressing Montshiwa were no

mesningless effusion.

About the middle of éﬂéngggrmlaﬁl, the Ratlou clan nfx@amnizz left
Motswiapetlwana (Laapfontein) on the schoonspruit, and arrived at
Lotlhakane 1in two parties wunder ljasisi and Gontse reSQedﬁively.xlxxx
Masisit's party was the larger, and had left Motswiapetlwana by rea-=
son of discontent. gontse was the Ratlou regent - acting for Mes~-
hete, and had been for(§;;;§\334 Masisi who was of senior atatus
felt that @bntse sgould have stood aside for him, and so he left to
start his own show, soon after he had arrived at Lotlhakane, Gon=
tse came with his group. He had left Motswiapetlwana because of a
quarrel between his people and the surrounding Dutch farmers on the

«HWK
échoonspruit, one of whom7{Van Der Merwe had lost his goats and sheep,

and having traced their spoor to Gontse's village held him accountable

for them.

In January 1884, a strange document known as the sand River Con-
vention was concluded hetween @reat Britain and the south African
Republic. Its terms were all previously prepared and were now pro-
Posed by the delegates of the EBmigrant Boers and were readily agreed
to by the British Commissioners wilhout xmrmi scrutiny. In fact
the Conference seemd to have been a pure formality, and that the

and [fe Brilish Minishey <n Englond

British Commissioners came with their mind madeup to shed what they/\

i
i

considered an intolerable burden of dominion. By it, the British
Government guaranteed absoluteky independence to the Dutch Boers
beyond the Vaal River. It also bound itself not to make any allia-
nces with African tribes nor to sell them firearms or ammunition,

The elation of the emigrant Boers over the terms of the agreem#ér~

ent was berfectly unders tandabl
e. It wags a victory for thei
r diplomacy
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African
and determination, for the tenacity of their view on Afrcan ,ffa

airs or the so=-called native policy in which they were to prove seo
different from, and even opposite to their English adversaries in
after years and up to this daye. The Zand River Convemtion was the
elr ifagna Charter, their Bill of Liberty. They had won theirm
independence after striving for it for 16 years,and, says their
nistorian, "men who had never been moved to shed a tear by all the
blows that diséﬁer had struck were strangely moved that day."
(Lheal 133%4-1854 p. 487).

Not so the Africans, not so the Batswana, not so the Baroagng
of lfontshiwa. They could congratulate the Dutch Boers, or fok
that matfer any nation for achieving gy the boon of independence,

5 (Rewr oron |
the queﬁion ofKalliance with the British or with the Boers didm
not worry them if they were left to live their lives in peace,

but they heard with real dismay that they were prohibited from pu=

rchasing firearms and ammunition from both Zuropean races and won-

dered how they could defend themselves from one or the other if
they should be/provoked or despoiled.

The terms of the sand River Convention brpught te the forefront
the problems that had been exercising the minds of the Boer lea=-

ders, and were now to loom over other people interested in SoulfL

Africa. The chief of these problems were: l. The legal rightyd

of the emigrant Boers to the boundaries of the lands they occup-

led or claimed. 2. The labour or slavery of Africans and theéir
possession ef Aanclk -ughfs
Yand rights. 3. The poss€bfiten of guns and ammunition Pit, o

(Rewr Sele to pfricans :
or outside military assistance witk xmgaxd xn(%~$ﬁ*eéu~b.

jm#adfam4t .

Thet1ﬂfercu881on50f these problems we shall now. nocice with regard
to liontshiwg and his tribé.
shortly after the conclusion of the $Sand River Convention,Commnn-
dant Pietr Scholtz, the highest authority in the Lichtenburg dds=-

trict convened a meeting of all the chiefs living on the Molopo
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Die ondergeskikte kapteins mog met toesteming van die witman in hulle krale bly woon
ﬁts hulle nie die rus verstoor nie. Hulle was verplig om van tyd tot tyd diensvolk
vir hille blanke bekerznhere te verskaf,

Ingeboorlinge wat nie onder die jurisdiksie van een of ander naturelle kaptein

gestaan het nie was verplig om die Boere onder kontrak diens te doen, en weeskinders

is vir 'n bepaalde tyd by witbase ingeboek
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