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T r a n s v a a l  A f r i c a n  C o n g r e s s .

Dr.A.E.Xuma,
President General,
African National Congress, 
c/r Edward Rd. & Toby Str.,
Sophiatown,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,

At their pleasure and concern, the Honourable President 
arid the cabinet of the Transvaal African Congress have decided 
and Instructed me to write and request your Honour, as I hereby 
do, to attend and preside over a conference to be held on August 
the 3rd 1941, at the Rltz Hall at 10.15 A.M.

of the Transvaal African Congress with a view to inaugurate an 
African Miners' Union. Details of same are still being compiled 
and as soon as thel^ are complete I shall take pleasure in 
Informing you of them.

(b r a n c h  o f  a f k i c a m  n a t i o n a l  c o n g r e s s )

Phone-S^^&&2r

All communications fo be addressed, 
to fhe General Secretary.

DEPARTMENT: mines.

Offices
5 Exploration Buildings, 

72 Commissioner Sf,

JOHANNESBURG.

The said conference is being organized by my department

Thanking you in anticipation

Yours faitktMlly,
Gkm  RAPE BE_________________
Secretary for MINES,

S & r 'Transvaal African Congress.



EAST RAND STUDENTS RECEPTION'S JUNE 1941.

%} O _ 0_S_B_AJ|Ji_E_.

* BRAK^AN LOCATION ON THE 2nd JULY 1941.

1. DEBATE. 2r30.p.m . - 5 ;30.p .m .

East Rand Stundents Vs East Rand T. African Teachers
Association.

SUBJECT. *' Men are born free''

Tea and Supper 5^30p.m. - 7;30.p .m .

2. CONCERT, SKETCHES, PLAYS, & MUSIC. 7 :3 0 .p.m - 12sm.n.

By Students.

3. DANCE. By "STING- KINGS OF BENONI" 12?m.n. - 6a.m.

B3N0KI LOCATION ON THE 9th .JULY 1941.

agnate

1. 8; 30. a.m. - 11. fc. fcPORTS

9 Wk
£p.m . - y $ P r ... LECTURES bys

(a) Dr Ray E. Phillips Director of Jan Hofmeyer School
of Social Tork.

(b) Hr Nkonpo, B.Sc.

’’The Role of a Student in a changing Community

3. n0ETRY and °R0SE. (Competitions) By Students. 5p.m. - 6^ p.m.

■ k
6sp.m. - 7130p.m. SIP’ER.

4 . MUSIC(If possible by Students) 7?30p.m. - 12m.n,

M B g n k

5. DANCE, to 4sa.m.

N O B H A D D
aSi

|JP;  ̂ i O C ,
mm-.
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East Wand Students* Association
Call ing! Call ing! Call ing! Are you listening? Yes. Here is a programme for

the June Holidays. Come one, come all, and enjoy every bit of it.
FIRSTLY AT

Brakpan Location Hall, July 2nd, 1941
P R O G R A M M E

1. DEBATE. East Rand Branch of tlio T.A.T.A. versus
Students at 3 p.m. Subject: “ Men are born free.”

2. INTERVAL: Supper _ 5.30 pm.
3. CONCERT: Sketches, Plays arid Music -  7.30 p.m.

4. DANCE: Sioina Kings of Betioni 12-5 a.m.
SE C ON D LY A T

The Bantu Sports Club, July 5th, 1941
P R O G R A M M E  

C u r t a i n  R a i s e r s : S a t u r d a y  L e a g u e  T e a  m s ,  3.30  p.m .  
E a s t  R a n d  S t u d e n t s  A s s n .  v.  B a n t u  S p o r t s ,  4 p.m .

- *  ENTRANCE FEE 6“ ALL ROUND. P -
T H IR D L Y  AT

■e IMobadula Hall, July 9th, 1941
SOCIAL GATHERING : Lectures by rir. W. P. Nkom o, 5.5c. & 

Dr. Ray P h illip s ; Prose and Poetry, M usic, etc., etc.
7.30 p.m. to  12 m idn igh t.

★  D A N C E  ★
s w iir a -  isiiitsra-s

A  I l M I C C I A I i l  _ MEMBERS BY CERTIFICATES.1̂  ̂ ADMISSION •  NON-MEMBERS 1/6.
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^ransvaal Bantu lawn Tennis Union 
P. 0. Box 225,

Eenohi,
2nd Jul. 1941.

Dr . A. B . Xuma,
Tobey Street,
Sophiatown,
Johannesburg.

"Dear Sir:

I air. instructed "by the officials of the above TTnion to 

inform you that: In the First Annual feneral Meeting of the 

above Union which was held for the establishment of its 

existence on June 21, 1S41, you were unanimously elected 

"Hon. President."
»

I have the honour to be,

Sir
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S o u t h  A f r i c a n  INIaittw® C o - O p e r a t i v e

Chief S A N C U :

E. N E L L E M A N N .

Secretary: 

M. KALIPA.

SANCU
All Correspondence must be addressed 

to the Secretary.

Deputy Chief SANCU : 

R. TLADI.

Treasurer:

J. K U M A LO .

B RANCH

M A N A G E R S :

Co-operative 

Stores:

Z. M. Sibeko.

Unemployed. 

Manufacturer:

J. Malaba.

Producer and 

Market:

J. Kumalo.

Fair Play. 

Protection:

B. Thabalala.

Home Industry, 

Old Age, Orphan, 

Yourself, 

Your Children, 

etc.:

Dr. E. H. Mtim- 

kulu.

Education, 

Church, 

Sport, 

Amusement, etc.:

N. M. Mahgatho.

3rd. ^fuly.

Dr. A. B. Xuma.
Chairman.

Health committe,
Alexandra Township.

Re. CONTROL AT ALEXANDRA.

Dear Sir.
You have several very valuable 

facilities by which you would overcome all you difficulties 
at Alexandra at a very small cost, to the mutual bennefit 

for the Native individual & the Township in general.

If  interested I am# prepared to give 
you & one or two more Natives an interwiew after 6. p. m. in 
Benoni,where I will give you a|r clear outline of above.

Yours faithfully,

enoni.



AFRICAN RATIONAL CONGRESS
N kosi S ikelel’i A frik a  — M oren a  H loh o n o lo fa tsa  A frik a

Founded in 19X2.

ft
f-J

Chief Officers of Administrations
PRESIDENT- GENERAL:

Rev. Z. R. M A H A B A N E ,
The Methodist Parsonage. 

Winburg, O.F.S.
SECRETARY- GENERAL:

Rev. J. A. CALATA,
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

TREASURER- GENERAL:

Mr. R. G. B A LO Y I, M.R.C.,
Box 30, Bergvlei, Tvl.

Dr. Xuma'a Itinerary at tha CaP*.

CRADOCK.

..3x<i...July...i&iI

Hon. Officers:
GOVERNOR :

C H IE F  GEO. S. KAM A,
P.O. M iddledrift, C.P.

SPEAKER :

Mr. T. M. M API K ELA, M.R.C..
Ulundi Kaya, 1437, Community Ave.,

Bloemfontein.
SENIOR C H APLA IN :

Rev. J. A. CALATA, (1
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

Provincial Presidents:

CAPE AFRICAN CONGRESS:

Rev. J. A. CALATA,
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

CAPE W E ST E R N  AFRICAN 

CONGRESS:

C H IE F  A. V. COTO.
51, Wale Street, Cape Town. IX * .* .  a , t t  Chi af K * *  and OthtTft at iliddl*

NATAL NATIVE  CONGRESS: D r i f t .

Rev. Dr JOHN L. OUBE, Ph.D., M.R.C. *

I .p .K . Maat Kin* 1 N H 4 n t »  and Ckiafa at tha T«ap»ra”

O.F.S. AFRICAN CONGRESS : L 'O ta l .

Mr. T. M. M A PI K ELA. M.R.C.,
1437, Community Ave..

Bloemfontein.

TRANSVAAL AFRICAN CONGRESS:

Mr. S. P. M ATSEKE,
33a, Third Avenue,

Marabastad. Pretoria.

I6th July 19^1, Public na&tibg and Social at Cradock

2»30 p»®i« mast "hiaf and othare at Bari in

4*30 Arri in last London, 
St. Paul's* Road.

C/0 Mr. Godlo UR.

Additional Members of the Cabinet:
W aning  of I7th and l8th Racaption and lublic 
malting* in 3a»t l oad on.

19th July doctor attend* lovadal* Cantsnary

4 . 3 0 .p.m. arrira* Port 51izabath, C/0 Ravd 
G. -iol*fa lbi» iiacnam*8villa, Naw Brighton. 

22nd and 23rd aninga Racapticn and Public ma#tin<j6 

at. Naw Brifhton 
2ha Freaidant G^naral w ill ba accompaniad by 

tha rfacratary Ganaral

SECRETARY FOR CHIEFS and 

L A W  ADVISER :

Dr. P. ka I. SEME. B.A., LL.D-,
P.O. Box 89, Volksrust, Tvl.

SECBBTABY  FOB L A B C B  ^  " ° C t ° r  * “ >** ^  » * * * • * » ■
SOCIAL W E L F A R E :

Mr. E. T. M O FU TS A N Y A N A ,
37a, Commissioner Street,

Johannesburg.

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION :

Mr. S. P. A K E N A .
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

SECRETARY FOR LAN DS  and 

LOCATIONS:

Mr. A. W . G. C H A M P IO N ,
60, Cross Street, Durban.

Asst. SECRETARY- GENERAL :

Mr. S. OLI PH A N T ,
51. W ale Street,

Cape Town.

DEPU TY  SPEAKER :

Mr. T. D. M W E L I SKOTA,
P.O. Pimville.

Johannesburg.

CH IEF  ORGANISER for 

W O M E N ’S SECTION:

Mrs M A H A B A N E ,
P.O. W inburg, O.F.S.

<lC\̂\ %
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July 4th ., 1941.

Stephen Oliphant E sq ., 
168, Loop Street# 
CAPETOWN.

Dear Ur. Oliphant*

I received your letter of the 30th June, Wfctli
thanks*

I do not think it will make much difference 
about the date of publication of the policy. I hope it 
will serve its purpose whenever it is published.

As to the Membership cards of the Congress, I 
have issued no instructions to Mr. Baloyi about refusing 
or sending cards to anyone. As a matter of fact, I have 
not had occasBion to discuss any official questions with 
him.

The V7estern Province has not been discussed 
with me since I assumed the Presidency of the Congress. The 
matter was left as decided upon by the last Annual conference 
of the African National Congress at Bloemfontein.

I can see no reason why, while negotiations are 
taking place, the cards should not be sent to those who are 
recruiting membership for our Congress. The feeling that 
Mr. Baloyi is acting under my instruction is mere presumption 
based on no facts. I hope this statement will teatnre any 
misaprehension on anyone's part concerning this matter.

I am interested in Unity, increasing membership 
in the Congress and an effort, on the part of all of us - as 
Leaders, to endeavour to tackle the many problems that are 
confronting our people.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,
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4th July, 1941.

J.J.lflcwentla Esq .,
General Secretary,
Transvaal Bantu Lawn Tennia Union,
P.O.Box 225,
BENONI.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your note 
in which you inform me of the decision of your Union, and, thank 
them for the compliment of making me Honorary President of their 
Union.

I hope that your Union will grow and that it may become 
the means of bringing about cloae cooperation among our variou8 
Tennia Cluba and aporting groupa in general.

Thanking you again,

Youra very aincerely,

ABX/pd



5th July, 1941.

Gaur Radebe E sq .,
Secretary for Mines,
African National Congress (T v l .) ,
5 ,Exploration Buildings,
72, Commissioner Street, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,

I regret that I find it impossible to convince myself 
about the advisability of presiding at the suggested Conference 
as President-General of the African National Congress.

I f  I had been approached, in time, about the advisabi­
lity of holding such a conference, I might have had suggestions 
to make about the type of approach in tackling this question.
I ,  however, fear that it is too late now.

I am,

Yours faithfully,

PRESIDENT-GENERAL 
AFRICAN NATIONAL 
CONGRESS.

ABX/Pd.
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5th July, 1941.

Mr. Ramohanoe,
Provincial Secretary*
African National Congress (Tvl.), 
P.O.Box 2,
BERGVLEI.

Dear Sir*

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the letter I wrote 
Mr. Gaur Radebe, Secretary of Mines - Transvaal African 
National Congress. The letter explains itself.

I would, however, suggest that it may be more useful 
and more constructive if we dkd something and accomplished 
it before we tell the world instead of telling the world of 
what we plan to do, seeing that they know what to do with 
us before we are ready.

I believe that matters published in the name of the 
Congress should be with the full approval and full knowledge 
of the Provincial Secretary in even thethe final details of 
the publication itself.

I shall be glad to cooperate with you or with anytMtember 
of your Cabinet in moulding a sound policy for Congress.

Yours sincerely,

PRESIDENT-GENERAL 
im 'cA U  N A f i m i  
CONGRESS.

ABX/pd.



AFRICAN VOCATIONAL CONGRESS
N kosi S ikelel’i A frik a M oren a H loH onolofatsa  A frika

Hon. Officers:
G O V E R N O R :

C H IE F  GEO. S KAM A,
P.O. M iddledrift, C.P.

S P E A K E R :

Mr. T. M. M A PI K ELA, M.R.C., 
Ulundi Kaya, 1437, Community Ave., 

Bloemfontein.
S E N IO R  C H A P L A IN :

Rev. J. A. CALATA,
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

Provincial Presidents:

C A P E  A F R IC A N  C O N G R E S S :

Founded in 1912.

AtX.

A
C

PC/4I/4

A .  jo .  X u m a  

rrseid =5nt 
J.U4

D ia r 6i r,

MP
A .  i J . C .
']nd rft.. 
Johannesburg

Chief Officers of Administration:
P R E S ID E N T - G E N E R A L :

Rev. Z. R. M A H A B A N E ,
The Methodist Parsonage. 

Winburg, O.F.S.
S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L :

Rev. J. A. CALATA,
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

TR E A S U R E R - G E N E R A  L :

Mr. R. G. B A LO Y I, M.R.C.,
Box 30, Bergvlei, Tvl.

CRADOCK.
5 th July x941.

Rev. J. A. CALATA, ^ r '
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

C A PE  W E S T E R N  A F R IC A N  

C O N G R E S S :

C H IE F  A. V. COTO.
51, Wale Street, Cape Town.

N A T A L  N A T IV E  C O N G R E S S :

Rev. Dr JOHN L. DUBE, Ph.D., M.R.C.

°Phoe9nixlnStNatal M r * A ' F " Vv On t h i  Cap
by 2 votes apainst mi.

O.F.S. A F R IC A N  C O N G R E S S :  whilst I welcome
Mr. T. M. M A PI K ELA. m a d  •  h v  t h  ^

1437, Community Ave.. C T 0 1 C ® I J a a 5  
Bloemfontein.

D r. Mol«ma failed to attend

Mr. S. P. M ATSEKE, n o ^  P U *  f O T n v a r a .
33a, Third Avenue,

Marabastad, Pretoria. ,  ,  ,  . ,
- shall explain the circumstances

Additional Members of the C ab in et:W lth  t n l B  * 1  « C t  1 O n . W h S H  WS m e e t .

193..

the relief 
’ape African

fr^s’ d ^ncy 

I regret the

T R A N S V A A L  A F R IC A N  C O N G R E S S :

ongrftss.

and his name was

connect tX

S E C R E T A R Y  F O R  C H IE F S  and 

L A W  A D V IS E R :

Dr. P. ka I. SEME. B.A., LL.D-,
P.O. Box 89, Volksrust, Tvl.

S E C R E T A R Y  F O R  L A B O U R  and 

SO C IA L  W E L F A R E :

Cradock has just- had the strain of a Conf*r 
ence and financially will not be able to make 
a successful welcome fcr you but the Committed 
desire me to inform you that the public meeting 
which you will address will be in the form of 

small concert. A small admission fee (6d. ) will_ 
be char fed in order to assist the local T-*univk*

Mr. E. T. M O FU TS A N Y A N A ,
37a, Commissioner Street, a  

Johannesburg.
The c a n g e  of Presidency somehow upsets 

programme, •specially in rort ^lizab 
was hoping to exploit -the situation f&r_ 

s e c r e t a r y  f o r  l a n d s  and . Please let me know*wriat «tim,? y °u are likely to
r i i e e ^  i hope it willv Defore 5 .p .m

S E C R E T A R Y  F O R  E D U C A T IO N :

Mr. S. P. A K E N A ,
P.O. Cradock, C.P.

»th*whert
Icnyress-

L O C A T IO N S :

Mr. A. W . G. C H A M P IO N ,
60, Cross Street, Durban. « certain Dutchman (.Farmer) by the nama 

Asst, s e c r e t a r y -g e n e r a l . 6 . Van H irdin has been to see me and asks you to 
Mr. S. o l i p h a n t ,  kindly spare him a few minutes and examine his sick r

51- W ale Street, 
Cape Town.

D E P U T Y  S P E A K E R :

Mr. T. D. M W E L I SKOTA. 
P.O. Pimville. 

Johannesburg.

C H IE F  O R G A N IS E R  for 

W O M E N ’S S E C T IO N :

Mrs M A H A B A N E ,
P.O. Winburg, O.F.S.

child.
-ock on 

> T

in

He will bring the Child 
U ednesday 16th JSovemb#r.

- am trying to arrange 

Juesday 22nd July at Midday.

to your 
•Pk.

room at Crad

I
roads which 
Cradock and

hop? your car will not 
a r e  not too food, mor1* 
Bedford.

stop at Grahamstoft

suffer from our b*- 
especially betwse

looking forward to m etingyou

Yours very sincerely for Africa^



HERE AND THERE

W e  regret to record the death 
a fte r a long illness, which occurred 
at In dw e last night, o f M rs M. J- 
H attingh senior. M r and M rs M. 
J .  H attingh left by car this morn­
ing to attend the funeral which will 
take place at Q ueenstown at 2 
o ’clock tomorrow afternoon. W e 
extend our sym pathy to M r and 
M rs H attingh and their fam ily in 
their sad loss.

D unedin  JL o d g e  
The Dunedin L o d g e property ad­

vertised for sale by the Cradock 
B oard  o f E xecutors has been sold by 
them provisionally to M r \V . J- 
M ichau (Pauletta) for £ 7 7 0 .

Sto ck Prices  
A t M r M. XV. P reteo rius 's  Stock 

F a ir  held on Tuesday last approxi­
m ately 4,000 stock w ere sold at 
very  high prices. P ersian s tetched 
up to 2 0 /- ; Persian ram s fetched 
from  £ l !2[9  to ^T»/7/<3; shorn 
M erino ham els fetched ^ 1 / 2 / 9 ;  
boer-goat kapaters fetched from 
^ 1 / 4 / 0  to £ 1 1  * 5 / 6 ; crossbred 
lam bs w ere 1 8 / 1 0 ;  crossbred ram s 
realized £ 3 / 1 0 / 0  each and slaugh t­
er cattle w ere also sold at very 
satisfactory prices.

" The Old M u tu a l"
T he South A frican  Mutual L ife 

A ssurance Society (‘ ‘ T he O ld  
M utu al” ) announces that new busi­
ness fo r the year ended Jun e 
30, 19 4 1, amounted to over 
^9,600.000.

375-

D ance at D a gbreek  
A  dance fo r students and young 

people w as kindly given by M rs G-- 
C . M oolm an at D agb reek  last 
evening and w as much enjoyed by 
all present.

H elp  Our H ospital 
W e draw  our readers ’ attention 

to the advertisem ent in this issue 
appealing for support, .for the .Pro­
duce Sale in $id o f the H ospital 
which is to take place next Sa tu r­
day.

M essrs S ch oo lin g  & C o .’ s Prem ises  
T he late M r J .  T . Schooling’ s 

business prem ises in V ictoria 
Street w ere sold provisionally by 
M r M. W . Pretorius to M r P. W . 
P retorius at the p r i c e d  ^ 6 1 0 .

A Correction
W e regret that through an inad­

vertence the B aptist Church notice 
which appeared in T hursday,'s issue 
contained details o f last Sun day ’s 
services a s  well as tom orrow ’s. T he 
advertisem ent appears in this issue 
in its correct form.

T o Jo in  the C oastal G uard A rtillery  
M r Russell Jon es left by last 

n ig h t’s train for P o rt Elizabeth to 
join the Coatal Guard A rtillery as 
a  gunner.

F ir e  W atching in C am bridge  
“ It is 2 a .m . 1 am fire w atching. 

The alert went about 1 1-3 0  p.m . so 
I cam e dow nstairs and hung out 
o u r w hite d isc which show s w e are 
on duty. W om en fire ,w atchers do 
not have to patrol, they have to 
look out back and front o f  the 
houses at short intervals when 
raiders are about. Since cock-crow  
the sky  has been full o f a droning 
and hum m ing, sinister and ominous 
sound, the accom panim ent now of 
night life here. T h is fire w atch ing 
goes on all over Britain, it is 
neighbourly protection and it is 
such a comfort, for the n ights you 
are not on duty* vou know some­
one nearby in watching out for you, 
Cambridge lies in the line of route

(Continued Foot Previous Column)

THE MIDI AND NEWS

/ C A P E  AFRICAN 
CONGRESS

Resolutions Passed

At the sitting- in C radock o f  a 
conference o f the C ape A frican  
V on gress . the fo llow in g resolutions 
w ere passed :

“ T h at owing- to the rapid rise in 
the cost o f liv ing  in the I ’ nion, due 
large ly  to the present world crisis, 
this Conference humbly appeals to 
the H onourable the Prim e M inister 
to consider the possibility o f ap­
proaching public bodies, viz, 
Cham bers o f Com m erce and Indus­
tries as well a s  the M ining Autho­
rities o f the country with a view  
to im prove the w age rates o f A fri­
can w orkers in proportion to the 
existin g  standard o f liv ing .'*

“ T h at, w hilst this conference ap­
preciates the steps undertaken by 
the G overnm ent in preventing the 
spread o f tuberculosis am on g A fri­
cans in rural areas, it nevertheless 
feels that in view  of the light o f 
scientific evidence the Governm ent 
should re-double its efforts to meet 
the alarm in g situation. ”

I his Conference associates itself 
with the resolution passed by the 
C ape Provincial Council last vear 
in regard  to the hospitalisation o f 
A frican s in the N ative R eserves  and 
requests the m ining authorities to 
consider the desirability o f co­
operation with the Governm ent in 
m aking it possible for the su ggest­
ed levy o f £ 1  for everv African 
labourer recruited in the Cape to 
be utilised for such m edical ser­
vice. ’ *

F R E E D O M  O F  M O V E M E N T  
A S K E D  F O R

I hat the C ape A frican  Con­
g re ss  respectfully requests the Rt. 
H on. the P rim e M inister to ap ­
proach the Departm ent o f N ative 
A ffa irs and the loC&l authorities o f 
Cape Tow n and other centres to 
consjdpr_t.!lfi_.immediatl* necessity J*f_ 
the w ithdraw al or suspension ,/)[ 
regulations fram ed unde,- the pro­
visions o f the N ative L aw s Am end­
ment Act restricting free movement 
o f the A frican  within the urban 
area o f 'C a p e  Tow n and other 
centres. Fn the opinion o f this con­
ference these regulations have out­
lived their usefulness in that un­
employment in C ape Tow n has 
ceased a s  the result o f the w a r ” . 
“ T h is Conference strongly feels 
that the time has com e for re­
versin g  the present policy o f the 
local authorities o f restricting the 
purchasing o f free landed property 
in urban areas o f the Union, and 
solem nly requests the Prim e M inis­
ter to use his influence and to in­
tervene w ith the object o f bringing 
about, an am eloration o f the present 
condition. ”

R E T U R N E D  S O L D IE R S

“ T he Conference welcom es the 
steps taken by the G overnm ent in 
creatin g a permanent body to look 
a fter the w elfare  o f European, 
Coloured and Indian volunteers on 
active service after the w ar, and 
requests an open declaration of t!v: 
G overnm ent’ s policy w ith regard  to 
A frican returned soldiers in this 
connection. ”

“ T h is  Conference recom mends 
that the N ational E xecu tive  o f  the 
A frican  National C on gress should 
consider the urgent necessity of 
providing adequate m achinery frfr 
the organisation o f  our youth in all 
scopes o f  social activities in the 
best interests o f the A frican  
n atio n .'1

“ T h is Conference places on re­
cord its sincere appreciation to the 
C ape Provincial Council for the 
keen and generous m anner in which

SATTRDAV, J l'L Y  5. 1941

PRESIDENTIAL— J  
ADDRESS 

Read At Cape African 
Congress Conference

\t the sittin g  o f the Confene ee 
o f the C ape A frican  C o n g re ss  in
Cradock during the w eek, the P re ­
sident, Rc\ J- A. C iilata . delivery 
a com prehensive report Jf  w ln c i 
w e publish extracts  below- He '
said :

“ W e  are liv ing  in very dark 
days, but 1 think, in one w ay we 
are lucky to  be am ong those upon 
whom falls the trem endous duty o f 
shaping the destiny of their people 
at this tim e , fo r  w e. â » leaders, 
cannot help feelin g som e g ra v e  re­
sponsibility when such vast 
ch ange - arc so quickly tnk r»g plu».e 
am on g the peoples of the w ork!.

1 should like to be perm itted to 
say  that we must consider ou r­
selves very  fortunate indeed to be­
long to an E m pire w hich, by > 
v irtue o f  being dem ocratic, reco g­
nises the freedom  o f  its nations a m ®  
peoples and a llow s them to m eet in™  
conferences to d iscuss w av s  and 
m eans by which they could im prove 
their lot in this w orld. T here are 
m any w ho en vy even this little 
freedom  we have to-day.

O R G A N IS A T IO N

I am sure I am not w astin g  your 
time il 1 devote a few  m inutes of 
this address in ca llin g  upon yon all 
to seriously apply yourselves to think 
in g  how you can organ ise  vour Con­
g re ss  into w hat it w as m eant to be 
by those w ho etablished it. T h e w ay 
to do this is by m akin g  full use o f 
your opportunities o f  serv in g  your 
people in w hatever sphere you m ay 
find yourselves. Y o u  m ust b egin  at 
your homes and in your d istricts. 
Our fault lies in h avin g too m any 
leaders', and too few' follow ers. 
W h y should there be so ' r 
constituted branches in tl 
I V o v v o t C * .  ’ 41

A frican  C o n gress is uluw>q to r« 
fu n d s? Is  it right fo r us to  ask  tor 
donations from  other people even 
though they be our friends i f  we 
fail to pay our dues to the body 
to which w e look fo r so m uch?

I also  d esire to acquaint yo u  with 
another scheme which ought to 
m ake C o n gress  more useful and at­
tractive. T his schem e has already 
been tried som ew here in one 
district o f this Province. It is the 
form ation o f Social Study G roups 
in order to educate our voun g men 
and women in the social questions

(Centlnued on Page Six)

it has dealt with questions a ffect­
ing the w elfa re  o f the A frican  
people of the C ape socially and 
educationally and further learns 
with deep regret o f the illness of 
H is Honour the A dm inistrator, 
Captain F . A. Joubert and pray> 
fo r his speedy reco v ery .”

A P P R E C IA T IO N

“ T h is  C onference desires to place 
on record its deep appreciation o f 
the services ren d e red .b y  the P a r ­
liam entary representatives w i t  li 
particular reference to Sen ato r C A
H. M alcorfiess for his indefatigable?* 
efforts in the service o f the A frican  
people in the C ape, particu larly  in 
the erection o f  secondary sChpols 
in the various centres o f the urbaiL 
areas. ”

“ T hat C o n g ress  requests the Cm-* 
vernm ent to recognise ex istin g  so­
cial organ isations am on g the A fri­
can s with the object o f extending 
s u c h  service throughout the 
co u n try .”



THS M D U N l) H o rn

TO LET /

T w o  uIBom  In Church S treet. Cra 
dock. A p p ly  T H I3  O K F IC B .

U T t l M f ,  J IX V  a, 1WI

PRESIDENTIAL ADDKKa* 
(Continued)

Shop To Let
Modern Shop, a t  present occupied 

a’ Die A frikaans?' Boetehandel, a t  
ii-n e r  of Adderiey and V ictoria  

ts. ua from  1st A ugust 
\mj\ v N J .  G R O B B E L A A R ,

M ilner S treet.
372.

N O T IC E

Ln the E sta te  o f the la te  JO H N  H E N ­
R Y  E L L JO T T  a  F a rm e r o f Steyns- 
burg, w ho died on 10 M arch  1941. 
N o 73000.

Notice is hereby given th a t th e F irs t  
md. F in al Liquidation and Distribut­
ion A ccou nt in th e above E s ta te  will 
ie  for Inspection a t  the Office of the 
Master o f th e Suprem e Court, Cape 
row n ^ aad a  duplicate th ereo f a t  the 
Ififce of the M ag istrate  a t  S teyn s­
burg fo r a period of tw enty-one days 
reckoned from  the d ate of publication 
heref.

D ated a t Steynsburg th is 28th  day 
Df Ju n e, 1941.

F R A N K  R O U S S E A U  & CO 
Attorneys fo r  E xecu tor T estam en tary  
P.O. B ox  7, ST E Y N S B U R G .

O U T S T A N D IN G  V A L U E S

DRESS FABRICS
N E W E S T  D E S IG N S  

M oderately Priced

BADGER & CO.

CO’S SALES.

)  F A R M

x i L t

1. C . N O R V A L  w e shall o ffer fo r 
C .P . on

h JULY 1941
m.

<TEIN
pivision  o f M araisb u rg, and 18

p d e d  into  6 cam ps, w ith  a  good
o  a  floo d w ater dam , 3 w indm ills 
> o f  seed.
lin g  house, in excellen t condition, 

rage and the usual outbuildings, 
ss .and is excellen t fo r  both 
-ying cap ac ity .
s e  th ereo f w ill be subm itted  to 
rs  reckoned fro m  1st October,

i l l  be subm itted fo r  sale in 2 por-

pf M essrs  E . W. Searle , H arold

Y  T O :—
D U T O IT  & CO 

A uctioneers
374 .

rmitt or Storekeeper
* i i  m. m v .w i i J

o f  th e ir d is tr ic ts .
A n oth er v e ry  im p o rtan t w a y  in 

w h ich  w e  co u ld  se rv e  is  by e s ta b ­
lish in g  A fr ic a n  W o r k e r s ’ A s s o c ia ­
tio n s  o r  T ra d e  U n io n s.

L et it b e  c le a r  to  e v e ry b o d y ' th at 
in p ile  o f  o u r a p p rec ia tio n  o f  w h a t 
h a s  been  an d  is  being' done fo r  us. 
th at it is  o f  no use to  spen d  m oney 
on c lin ics , h o sp ita lisa tio n , so u p  k it­
ch en s and o th er ch a r ita b le  in st itu ­
tions if th e w a g e s  o f  the m a jo r ity  
o f  A fr ic a n  w o rk e rs  a re  a llo w ed  to  
rem a in  b elow  th e b rea d  lev e l. T h is  
is  ju s t  lik e  b re a k in g  an  a ch in g  
tooth  and le a v in g  th e stu m p  w ith  
th e  g e rm  in  the g u m s.

N o w  th at o u r P r im e  M in iste r  h as 
sp o k en  so  c le a r ly  in o u r fa v o u r  on 
th is  q u estio n  w e  should  b a c k  him  
up b y  a g ita t in g  fo r  th e r a is in g  o f 
w a g e s  not o n ly  in  la r g e  to w n s 
but a ls o  in sm all to w n s.

L e t  th e te ach e rs  fo rm  strong- a s ­
soc ia tio n s . and so  a lso  the ra ilw a y  
la b o u re rs , fa rm  la b o u re rs , m ine 
w o rk e rs , d o m estic  se rv a n ts , a n d  let 
C o n g re s s  b a c k  th em  up an d  be Its  
p o litica l m outh piece.

U n less  w e  in te rest o u rs e lv e s  in the 
local d iffic u ltie s  o f  o u r peop le and 
fig h t fo r  th e ir  le g it im a te  r ig h ts , w e 
can n o t m ake C o n g r e s s  a ttra c t iv e  to 
th em . ”

N A T I V E  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

O ne o f  th e m o st im p o rta n t ta s k s  
o f  th is  co n fe ren ce  is  the n om ination  
o f  the C a p e  N a tiv e  se n a to r , p a r lia ­
m en tary  re p re se n ta tiv e s , an d  m em ­
b e rs  o f  th e R e p re se n ta t iv e  C o u n c il 
in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e e lectio n s 
w hich  a re  due n ex t y e a r .

I  sho uld  lik e  to  b e  a llo w ed  to  say  
a fe w  w o rd s  on  the E u ro p e a n  R e ­
p re se n ta t iv e s  in c lu d in g  th o se  in the 
P ro v in c ia l C o u n c il. I th in k  th a t it 
is  the o p in io n  o f  a ll o u r p eop le , 
even  th o se  w h o  a re  not con n ected  
w ith  th e C o n g re s s  th a t th ese  m em ­
b e rs  sho uld  be retu rn ed  un opposed .

I . a m  proud to  sa y  th e m a jo rity  
o i . tiie sc  re p re se n ta tiv e s  ,vCTe~ <5WS~ 
an d ’ '-! k n o w  th at a ll th o se  w h o  su c­
ceeded  a t the last e le ctio n s h ad  our 
su p p o rt.

T h e ir  d eed s in a n d  ou t o f  P a r l ia ­
m en t sp ea k  fo r  th em se lve s . T h e y  
h av e  p ro ved  th a t it is  q u ite  p o s­
sib le  fo r  W h ite  an d  B la c k  to  liv e  
and w o rk  to g e th e r  fo r  th e srood o f  
th is co u n try . T h e y  h av e  ed u cated  
W h ite  pub lic op in ion  an d  I th in k  the 
n e x t  fiv e  y e a r s  w ill see  its  c o n v e r­
s io n . N o w , I th in k  w e  ca n  s it and  
plan  w ith  th em  h o w  w e  m u st figh t 
fo r  h ig h e r  w a g e s ,  h ow  w e  m u st g e t 
rid  o f  b eer h a lls , th e  L o d g e r s ’ T a x ,  
th e P o ll T a x .  th e M e a lie  T a x ,  the 
F a c to r ie s  A ct , a n d  o th er co lo u r-b a r 
an d  s e g re g a t io n  la w s . Y e t  on th e 
o th e r  h an d  w e  an d  th ey  ca n n o t 
c a r ry  out a n y  p la n s , h o w e v e r  g-ood 
th ey  m a y  be, w ith o u t o r g a n is a t io n ; 
th ey  m u st h elp  u s to  o rg a n is e  C o n ­
g r e s s ,  the o ld est p o litica l m o vem en t 
o f  o u r peop le .

W e  a s  a  C o n g re s s  h a v e  su p p o rt­
ed them  in th eir w a r  p o licy . W e  
s la te d  th a t th eir a ctio n  on S e p te m ­
b er 4, 19 3 9  w a s  c o rre c t. W e  b e ­
lieve  th at th e c a u s e  fo r  w h ich  
S o u th  A fr ic a  is  f ig h tin g  is  a  w o rth y  
ca u se  an d  w e  a re  p re p are d  to  help 
th e p ro secu tio n  o f th e w a r  to  a  
v ic to r io u s  end.

S U B V E R S I V E  P R O P A G A N D A

A  great deal has been made and 
said,about the N ative  and N azi pro­
paganda, One hears loose talk 
from irresponsible people, such as : 
“ Germ an treatm ent o f A fricans  
will be better, and their w ajjes will 
be higher and the com parison of 
the South A frican  Governm ent 
with that o f Germany as to the 
f r y in g  p*n and th« Move. Thi» in

m y o p in ion  is  not d u e  to  any Je s ir*^  
in  g e n e ra l to  be un der the Germ an  
r u le ; bui is  c a u se d  by the p o licy  o f  
th e G o vern m e n t.

It  is  a  puzzle to m any, o f  u s th at 
a s  la te  a s  la s t  y e a r  som e m un ici­
p a lit ie s  so u g h t p o w e rs  fro m  the 
G o vern m e n t to  p ro m u lg a te  ce rta in  
loca l re g u la tio n s , in th e teeth  o f  
un an im ou s o p p o sitio n  fro m  the 
A fr ic a n  res id e n ts  o f  lo ca tio n s. T a k e  
fo r  in stan ce  *he b ee r h a lls . AH 
A fr ic a n  op in ion  is a g a in s t  them . 
T a k e  th e L o d g e r s ’ T a x .  S o m e o f  
the m em b ers o f  th e a d v iso ry  
b o a rd s  w e re  told  th at it w a s  a  ta x  
o n ly  fo r  th o se  peop le  w h o  w ere  
living- w ith  re n t-p a y e rs  in th eir 
y a rd  o r  b a c k  ro o m s so  th at th ey  
co u ld  a ls o  sh a re  in  th e p a y m e n t fo r  
lig h ts , s tre e ts , a n d  s a n ita ry  se r ­
v ic e s  fo r  th e lo ca tio n s, o n ly  to  find 
th a t fa m ilie s  w e r e  ra id ed  an d  so n s  
a n d  d a u g h te rs  o v e r  th e a g e  o f 
e ig h te en  still l iv in g  w ith  th eir 
p a re n ts  w e re  ta k e n  b e fo re  th e M a ­
g is t r a t e s  an d  th ere  sen ten ced  to  
g a o l fo r  fa ilin g  to  p a y  th is  ta x .

N o w  th at w a r  h a s  b ro u g h t a b o u t 
h ig h e r  fo o d  p rices , th e G o v ern m e n t 
h as  put a  ta x  on m ea lies , the o n ly  
sta p le  fo o d  o f  th e A fr ic a n ;  m un ici­
p a lit ie s  ta k e  m ore m on ey b y  ad d i- i 
tio n a l ta x e s , la w  co u rts  ta k e  m ore . 
m on ey in b eer fin es an d  o u r peop le 
find th em se lve s  un der th e m o st 
p re ss in g  co n d itio n s a n d  b e in g  ill- 
tre ated  a t a  tim e w h en  th ey  a re  re ­
q u ired  to  g iv e  th e ir  life  b loo d  fo r  
the cou ntry* W h o  w o u ld  n ot ju s tify  
such  lo o se ’ e x p re ss io n s  o f  co m p la in t 
a s  I h av e  sta te d  a b o v e ?  Y e t  it is  
tru e  to  s a y  th at o u r  peop le  re a lise  
th at th is  is  n ot th e tim e fo r  m a k in g  
tro u b le  an d  th ey  a re  tru ly  p eacefu l 
an d  lov.a! to  th eir  a u th o rity .

I f  w e  h ad  a  tru e  N a t iv e  A ffa ir s  
D e p artm en t th ese  th in g  w ou ld  

n ot be.

N A T I V E S  O N  A C T I V E  
S E R V I C E

A t som e o f  m y m e e tin g s  in the 
co u n try  I h a v e  b een  a sk e d  w h y  the 
G o vern m e n t did n ot a m en d  th e 
D e fe n ce  A ct so  a s  to  p e rm it ovir 
pvx’p ie  it) jo in  tip a s  so ld ie rs  -■'- 
th e sa m e  fo o t in g  an d  w ith  th e 
sa m e  p r iv ile g e s  a n d  r ig h ts  a s  o th er 
S o u th  A fr ic a n  n a t io n a ls . 1 h a v e  
sta te d  in  re p ly  th a t o w in g  to  th e  
p resen ce  o f  a  sectio n  o f  E u ro p e a n s  
in S o u th  A fr ic a , w h o  m ig h t m a k e  
p o litica l ca p ita l o u t o f  su ch  a  step , 
the G o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  not d o   ̂ it, 
a lth o u g h  it m ig h t feel t h e  n e c e ssity , 
untiF it w a s  co m p elled  b y  c irc u m ­
sta n c e s .

I  h a v e  a ls o  b een  a sk e d  abo u t the 
a c t iv it ie s  an d  sta te m e n ts  o f  the 
O ss e w a b ra n d w a g . I h a v e  rep lied  
th a t it  is  th e b u s in e ss  o f  th e  G o ­
vern m en t. I f  it t ru s ts  th em  m ore 
th an  it tr u s t s  u s  it  is  its  o w n  lo o k  
out. W e  m u st b e  lo y a l a n d  n ot 
lo o k  a t  o th er p eop le , n o r b e  led 
a s t ra y  b y  th em . T h is  i s  e x a c t ly  
w h e re  I do  not a g r e e  w ith  the 
C o m m u n ists . T h e y  w a n t  to  c o p y  
m eth o d s o f  o th er peop le, so m e o f  
w h o m  b e lo n g  to  a  m ore p r iv ile g e d  
c la s s  th a n  o u rs , in ste a d  o f  jo in in g  
u s  a n d  le t tin g  u s  fig h t  o u r ow n  
b a ttle s  in th e  w a y  b est su ited  to  
S o u th  A fr ic a n  co n d itio n s. T h e  
sam e I s a y  a b o u t th e O sse w a b ra n d ­
wag-. T h e ir  w a y s  o f  d o in g  th in g s  
ca n n o t su it  us. W e  ca n n o t su cceed  
i f  w e  tried  to  im ita te  them , nor 
m u st w e  g r u d g e  th em  th e  p r iv ile g e  
th ey  en jo y  u n d er th e G o v ern m e n t 
in th ese  a d n o rm a l tim e s.

L e t  u s co n tin u e to  b e  lo y a l an d  
le a v e  th e re s t  to  P ro v id e n ce .

(T o  b e  C o n clu d e d .)
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0 U T H A F R I C A N  C U L T U R A L  C L TJ a »

In order to celebrate the first 
anniversary of the founding of 
our Glut), we hare decided to hold

"A GRAND MUSICAL EVENING"

OF AMERICAN WORKERS’ AND NEGRO 

SONGS, FROM RECORDS JUST ARRIVED 

IN SOUTH AFRICA.

• e o c e o c .  o o e o e o o  y o o c e c c c c o c c e o o e o o

The songs td.ll "be followed ‘by- a 
short talk hy a lecturer who has 
recently lived in the United States. 

The subject of the talk is

"AMERICA TODAY".

The meeting will he held at 

NOo 59 Kruis Street, City 

on

SATURDAY, 5 th JULY ;

at 8 .15.p*m.

In order to raise funds for the 
running of the Club and to pay 
for the expenses of the evening 
vre have decided to charge an 

entrance fee of

TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
ABOUT THIS GRAND 
ENTERTAINMENT I

1/- YOU WILL ALL GET A
FREE BOOK OF 

TEA WILL BE INCLUDED. SONGS’
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In March, 1939, the Association of European and African 

v»omen decided to investigate the home conditions of the children 

of women who were sentenced to a period of imprisonment, chiefly 

for brewing or possession of Kaffir beer or some similar drink. 

This investigation was prompted by recurring reports of cases 

where it was alleged that children were utterly neglected during 

the mother’s imprisonment. This investigation did not bear out 

these alarming allegations, ohlefly because It was found that 

neighbours and relations, although the claims of friendship or 

relationship might be of the slenderest,$id step in at such tines 

to look after the children and provide them with some sort of 

care and with food. Such help was often a severe strain on very 

meagre resources. But the Investigation showed that very few 

cases of complete destitution occurred.

In the course of this investigation, African women 

informants ( a very large number of whom at one time or another 

go to gaol) continually referred to prison conditions, and 

complained bitterly of the diet and certain other aspects of 

prison life .

The two convenors of the Sub-Committee, Mrs. H. Kuper 

and Mrs. Glanville, dealing with the question of children of 

prisoners, were kindly given permission by Mr. Botha, Superint­

endent of Johannesburg Central Prison, to visit the prison and 

speak to the women prisoners. There were also shown around the 

prison, but were not permitted to make any report on their 

observations there. In order to test the validity of the 

complaint so frequently heard about prison conditions, the 

Sub-Committee decided ro Interview after their release a number 

of the women who had been Interviewed in prison by the two 

convenors. The accompanying questionnaire was drawn up, and 

various members of the Sub-Committee, (Mrs. Barnett Potter, Hrs. 

Hellmann, Mrs. Henders n, Mrs. Lourie, and Mrs. Schreiner), .

visited women prisoners whose addressed were given them by Hrs.

- Kuper -



Kuper. Many of the women prisoners could not be traced, either 

because the addresses they had given were deliberately false, or 

simply Inaccurate, or because they had moved. Some of the women, 

embittered after a spell of prison life , were very suspicious of 

prying, though allegedly sympathetic, European Investigators, and 

refused to discuss the question. Finally, thirty six questionnaires 

were answered, end, as In the opinion of the Sub-Committee, the 

answers Indicated a fair unanimity, and it was not believed that 

further fresh or useful information oould be obtained by this 

method, no further enquiries were undertaken.

The outbreak of war Involved the members of the 

Sub-Committee in new forms of activity, and consequently the 

material collected was not, because of pressure of other work, 

analysed at the time. But as investigations of this type have not, 

to our knowledge, been conducted in South Africa, it  has seemed 

worth while, even aftsr a certain delay, to compile the information 

obtained. The following notes are an attempt to present the main 

points which emerged from the thirty six completed enquiries.

Among the thirty six oases under consideration, 

thirty one women were sentenced for brewing or being In possession 

of Kaffir beer, two for illegal possession of yeast, and three for 

other offences ( trespass arid fighting, selling dagga, theft.)

Twenty had been convicted for the first time, five for the second 

time, eight for the third tiiae, and three on four or more occasions.

As regards the actual trial, very few of the 

women had much to say - twenty nine said that they had been guilty 

of the offer.oe, and so they supposed they had to be sentenced, but 

in any case, what else oould they do but brew in an effort to keep 

the family going? One woman thought the sentence had been unduly 

severe - six considered that they had been unjustly sentenced (e .g . 

one woman maintained she had only used hops and no intoxicant), and 

that the trial had been unfair. Many stated that, whatever the 

circumstances, they would be too frightened to speak out In court, 

and it would in any case be useless to do so.
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as follows

1 week or l e s s ................ 9
1 - 2  weeks ...................... 4
2 - 3  w e e k s ......................  5
^ - 4 w e e k s ...................... 3
£ - 5 w e e k s ...................... 3
5 - 6  w e e k s ......................  5
2 months .......................... £
3 months + ......................  3

One of the first facts to emerge was that when a 

woman is arrested, she is seldom given any time whatever to make 

any arrangements for the oare of the children during her absence. 

In five of the cases here under review, it was not neoessary, as 

somo relation was present at the time of arrest. In six other 

cgses the woman had time to give the necessary instructions to 

a relative or friend near at hand. One woman was childless, and 

from one woman Information relative to this question was not 

obtained. But twenty three women out of the total thirty six 

complained bitterly that they had been rushed away from home 

without being given any time to arrange for the care of their 

children.

Typical of complaints on this score are the 

following comments made by informants

“They would not allow me to make any arrangement 
for the children, and they did not even give me time to lock the 
house. The house, at the time , was full of men drinking, and as 
my husband was out at work and my daughter had gone to town, there 
was no one I could leave in charge, with the result that that same 
day most of my crockery and spoons eto. were stolen (2)"

"They did not give me any time to send a message to 
my huaband. They did not even allow me to get back into my house 
to take my blanket ; a neighbour lent me hers1* (13) «

"I had no chance to say goodbye to the children, as 
the policeman was in a hurry to take us away. I went with my 
small baby, but was not even given time to colleot its napkins.(27)

With the exception of five women, who said that 

the food was "quite decent*, and two who made no comments, the 

other women complained most bitterly of the food. The complaints 

concerned not the actual kind of food provided, but the method of 

its preparation.
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The meals are as follows

Breakfast : Mealle meal with a little salt.

Dinner : Mealle meal, potatoes and vegetables In season.

Supper : Crushed, stamped or boiled whole mealies with a 
little fat.

According to the almost unanimous evidence of the women, 

the food is extrerely badly  cooked. Breakfast appears to be eatable, 

HUpper so to a lesser degret, but the dinner appears frequently to 

be uneatable, and the ingredients completely spoilt In the course 

of preparstion. A number of the women complained about the very 

saell of the food. The attitude towards prison food appears most 

clearly if  the women are allowed to speak for themselves. The 

following are so .̂e extracts from the statements made by them

"I have often been to gaol, and always had three months 
at a stretch, but I  must sty the food is not what it used to be.
Once upon a time it was eatable, but this last time it was not fit 
for pigs to eat. I refused to eat It unless I was very hungry. I 
have beoome very thin while in gaol. " (2 ) ^

Some of the women complalnad that they were barely given 

time to eat. One woman complained bitterly that she was not 

given time to feed her baby. Altogether, out of the total thirty 

six women, four had suckling babies In gaol - a fact which seemed 

greatly to complicate prison existence for them . It also appeared 

that they had great difficulty In giving the babies the care they 

needed.

“Porridge in the morning. It was not always well-cooked, 
but I ate It because I was hungry. For dinner we had a horrible 
mixture of mealle meal with potato peels, beetroots and carrots - 
this was Jtfat like pig food, and smelt very badly. I could not eat 
it. All the time I wss in gaol I never ate my dinner. For supper 
we had "llkholu". This was mixed with very stale fat, but was 
eatable." (4)

Mrs. Henderson, the Looal Welfare Officer to the Non- 

fcuropean and Fative Affairs Department of the Johannesburg 

Municipality, reports on this woman, " I have known Josephine for 

several years, and she looks so terribly thin since she came out 

of gaol that I aslted the doctor to give her a tonlo."

"Breakfast, very nice porridge. Lunch, a horrible mixture 
of mealie pap and the peels of vegetables such as carrots and 
beetroots etc. This Is not nice at all. I f  they cooked the 
vegetables In one pot and the mealle pap in another, the food
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would be more palatable, Supper, whole me&llea boiled In fat.
I could not eat this too well, aa 1 have not got many teeth.
We were never given sufficient food, as there was not enough 
to go round all the prisoners." ( 17 )-

"Soft porridge for breakfast and supper. At lunch 
time we had carrots and cabbage leaves cooked in mealle meal.
This food smells very badly and we eat In old rusty mugs, which 
are not always clean. At first the food disgusted me and I 
brought it up. The food Is Insufficient. We are only given 
about two tablespoons of It. Long sentence prisoners serve 
our food, and they are told not to give us too much. I was 
hungry all the time I was In gaol, and when I came home. It took 
me some tl^e to get used to eating properly again." (16)

These four statements are only Illustrative of the 

general comments, and could be multiplied manifold.

Eighteen of the women stated th*t the actual quantity 

of the food was insufficient. Acoordlng to the quantities laid 

down In the prison regulations, this should not be so, but as 

the complaints were made by such a large proportion of the women, 

It would appear as though enquiries as to whether the amounts 

laid down in the regulation are strictly adhered to might 

profitably be Instituted.

As regards clothing, It must be borne In mind that many 

of the prisoners in Johannesburg Central prison have lived for 

long In an urban area, and have adopted standards of clothing 

prevDlsnt there. The regulations make provision for the issue, 

on special ordsr only, of veldachoens, stockings and garters to 

Non-European females. It appears th>t rare, I f  any, use Is made 

of this provision. Nineteen of the women stated that they were 

accustomed to wearing shoes and stockings, and that they suffered 

through lack of them, especially when walking on the gravel In 

the yard. "ITy feet were not happy*1 (19)» the general burden

of the comments. "The gravel In the yard hurt my feet, and It was 

cold standing on the stone floors in winter." (8). “My feet uere 

sore for three weeks after leaving prison." (1 5 ). Six women 

specifically mentioned the lack of blooraers, but many more stated 

that they suffered from the cold, and were Insufficiently clad.

The regulations make provision for the supply of sanitary towels 

to female prisoners, but deeplte this, nine women stated that
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they could not obtain sanitary towela, and five stated th^t they 

had only been provided with one. whether thla la due to the fact 

that the women were frightened to make their requests to the 

wardreaaes, or that these articles really were not available, 

the women were put to great Inconvenience, and adjustment of the 

altuation appears to be neoeaaary.

In regrd  to ablutionary facllltiea, the women expreaae 

muoh diasatisfaction. Apparently Thuraday 18 "bath day", but with 

two exeeptiona, the women complained most bitterly about the way 

in which they had to bath. No towels are provided, the women 

drying themselves with their doekiea. Very seldom do they have aoap - 

some who work in the laundry "steal" soap and keep it for their baths. 

But, according to the women, these are insignificant deprivations 

compared to the fact that a number of women all have to bath In the 

same bath water. Here again, to Illustrate the position, some of 

the women will be allowed to speak for themselves

"Again I think that the conditions of gaol are 
deteriorating. When I first started ray usual three months session 
of gaol, we were each given a basin to wash in, and the water was 
changed for each prisoner. Today we all tv*ve to Jump into the same 
bath ana the same water, and the wardresses aeera to delight in 
making the menstruating and sick women bath before the othera, ao 
that we all h ve to wash in very dirty water." (2 )

"We all wash in the large tubs in whloh the town 
laundry is done. t?e ar® given no soap and no towel. *e oust all 
Jump into the same water, and have to wash our faces and bodies in 
it . Some women who had Jumped Into the tub before I did were 
unwell, and so I tried to change the water, as I refused to wash 
myself in all th t dirt, but I was beaten, and after thst had to 
submit to I t ."  (4 ).

"*.bout fifteen of us had to bath in the same bath, 
and In the same w&t-?r. There «re showers and baths, but no-one 
is allowed to use thom." ( 5).

"A lot of us had to wash In the same water, and 
this water v?a vsry dirty. We had to stand naked, old wom«n mixed 
up with young girls ." ( 12).

"Every Thursday aft«r lunch we are made to Jump Into 
a bath like sheep put into a dipping p«n. T was beaten because I 
found the wat^r so dirty that I tried to ohang* i t ."  (7 )

•We had to Jump in the high tubs In which the laundry
Is done --, are! wer packed very close together. I had to wash the
back of the woman in front of me, and the one behind me had to wash 
my back. I was a bit slow, 30 wae slapped. Young girls and old 
women have to undress together and bath together. This is where 
young girls learn to swear at old women, and, having seen them naked,
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