
1. W E L C O M E  A N D  I N T R O D U C T I O N S  

P r e s e n t :  W o m e n  f o r  Peace-ful C h a n g e  N o w  Angl i c a n  J u s t i c e  a n d  R e c o n c i l i a 
t i o n ,  N a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v e r s  G r o u p ,  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r s  S u p p o r t  
G r o u p ,  N U S A S ,  J o i n t  A c a d e m i c  S t a f f  Assoc:, I d a s a ,  O r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  A p -
pj^uijriate S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  in S A , D u r b a n  D e m o c r a t i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  R G o l d m a n .  
A p o l o g i e s :  P F P

2. RECAP ON D E V E L O P M E N T S  TO DATE, AIMS AND B A C K G R O U N D

S i n c e  at least, t h e  m i d - 1 9 7 0 ' s  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  e v i d e n c e  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
among the white public with the system of compulsory military s e r v i c e“r 

white males. The most consistent call in response has been f o r the concept 

v i c e  1Dn s e r v i c e  to b e  b r o a d e n e d  t o  i n c l u d e  n o n - m i l i t a r y  f o r m s  of s e r -

In t h e  l a s t  y e a r  of its existence the ECC began to p l a c e  stronger e m p h a s i s

, h S°r ’9 lt d firBt put to the Geldenhuys Commission in 
iooo t? e l a b o r a t e d  in a m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  S A D F  in M a y  l a s t  year. A l s o  in 
19 8 8  t h r e e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  w e r e  j a i l e d ,  f u e l l i n g  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
p u b l i c  d e b a t e  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  for, a n d  v a l u e  of a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r m s  of n a 
t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  of ECC, o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in D u r b a n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
t h e  mi 1 1 t a n s t i o n  of s o c i e t y  a n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f o r u m  f o r  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h i s  f o r u m  g a v e  r i s e  t o  a W o r k i n g  G r o u p  on

fh akic M V e II> o h l C h  W a S  comprisecl c o n c e r n e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  In F e b r u a r y  
t h e  A N S  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  i t s e l f  a s  an i n d e p e n d e n t  f o r u m  r e p r e -  
tentative of organisations.

T h e  s e p e r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  M i l i t a r i s a t i o n  F o r u m  w a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  for 
t h r e e  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t l y  A N S  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  a w i d e  r a n g e  of i n t e r e s t  
g r o u p s ,  for a v a r i e t y  of r e a s o n s ,  n o t  all p o l i t i c a l .  S e c o n d l y  t h e  A N S  
W o r k i n g  G r o u p  i n v o l v e s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  of s u p p o r t  f o r  A N S  and  
d o e s  not i m p l y  or a s s u m e  a n y  i n t e r e s t  w i t h  o t h e r  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  i s sues.  
T h i r d l y  t h e  A N S  W o r  ki n g  Gr- o u p  h a s  t h e  e:-: p 1 .i c i t ob j e c t i v e  of i n i t i a t i n g  a 
c a m p a i g n  f o r  A N S  t h r o u g h  h a v i n g  t h e  r e l e v a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a m m e n d e d .

A s i m i l a r  ANS G r o u p  w a s  f o r m e d  in C a p e  T o w n  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o u r  o w n  w i t h  
v e r y  s i m i l a r  o b j e c t i v e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a s i m i l a r  r a n g e  of o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  

^ s h o u l d  ke e p  in c o n t a c t  a n d  l o o k  f o r  a r e a s  of m u t u a l  s u p p o r t .

3. R E AD IN G OF RE PO RT  DR AWN UP BY CAPE TOWN ANS W O R K I N G  GROUP 
See a t t a c h e d  report 
Issues arising:

It was agr ee d that o r g a n i s a t i o n s  ne e d e d  to make a c o m m i t m e n t  to the 
issue of A l t e r n a t i v e  Se r v i c e  be fo re  a g r e e i n g  on the o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  form 
any A l t e r n a t i v e  National S e rv ic e (ANS) c a m p a i g n  takes.

It was raised that if we are go in g to have pe o p l e  a c t u a l l y  own what we 
do we need to use d o c u m e n t  from Cape Town as s t a r t i n g  point but need to 
add to or del et e from it if n e c e ss ar y.

It was a gr e e d  that the wo r k i n g  d o c u m e n t  is sent out with the m in u te s as 
the ba sis for d i s c u s s i n g  wi t hi n our o r g a n i s a t i o n s :
a. The sys te m of a l t e r n a t i v e  se r v i c e  and what it s ho u l d  look like.
b. An ANS c a m p a i g n  and what it sh o ul d look like

We



4.PRO P OS ED  S E M I N A R  FOR O R G A N I S A T I O N S

The idea of a se m i n a r  was raised wh ich wo uld focus p e op le s a t t e n t i o n  on 
the idea of an ANS c am pa ig n.  Peo ple  pr e s e n t  agreed.

Some one  m e n t i o n e d  the need to spark e n t h u s i a s m  w it h i n  our o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
around the issue of a l t e r n a t i v e  service , it was felt that such a 
s e mi na r would do this.

It was also ag re ed  that the se m i n a r  would be for peo ple  from our own 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  plus wi der o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and not for the public.

The f o l l o w i n g  p u r p o s e s  of the s e mi na r were a gr e e d  upon:
1. L o ok in g  at pr e s e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  se r v i c e  sy ste m
2. U n d e r s t a n d i n g  what the pr o b l e m  is eg u n i v e r s i t i e s  t a l k i n g  on brain 
drain

and why we have it.
3. To c o n s o l i d a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the f u n c t i o n  of this o rg a n i s a t i o n a l  
f o r u m .

plus the aims of an ANS c a m p a i g n

The q u e s t i o n  was ra ised of some kind of p u b l i c i t y  c om i n g  out of such a 
semi n a r .

• s P E A K E R S  : 1. Have a panel of four s p e a k e r s  s p e a k i n g  for four min ute s 
on how they have e x p e r i e n c e d  the e x i s t i n g  sy st em  of a l t e r n a t i v e  serv ic e 
to be a problem.

2. Have s om e on e who has been do ing  r e s e a r c h  on the pr ob l em  
p re sen t us with the data

3. Have two in t er na ti on al  s p e a k e r s  paint the inte rn ati ona l
picture.

WHEN: Some time b e t w e e n  the 8th and 11th of May.

O R G A N I S A T I O N S  T O  I N V I T E
T h e  F o l l o w i n g  w e r e  m e n t i o n e d  in a brai n s t o r m , o r g a n i s a t i o n s  s h o u l d  s u g g e s t  
o t h e r s .
V a l l e y  T r u s t ,  N I C R Q ,  C a t h o l i c  a n d  M e t h o d i s t  J u s t i c e  a n d  R e c o n c  i 11 i at i on 
s t r u c t u r e s ,  N a t i o n a l  M e d i c a l  a n d  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o-F D e m o c r a t i c  L a w y e r s ,  D u r b a n  Y o u t h  Conyi , ;,«i_ai l e a c h e r s  S o c i e t y ,  

^ ^ C h i l d  W e l f a r e  S o c i e t i e s ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  o-f t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  L a w y e r s  
■for H u m a n  R i g h t s ,  B l a c k  S a s h ,  R e d  C r o s s ,  St J o h n s  A m b u l a n c e ,  F A M S A .

6. REPORT ON TOUR OF WEST G ER MA N Y
Rob G ol dm an  has just c o m p l e t e d  a tour o r g a n i s e d  by war resis ter s.  He 
h i g h l i g h t e d  two i n t e r e s t i n g  points.

Firstly, he as a So ut h A f r i c a n  had been c h a l l e n g e d  as to why were we 
l o bby in g for a l t e r n a t i v e  se rvi ce . There is a st r o n g  call in Eu rop e for 
total r e s i s t a n c e  of all c o n s c r i p t i o n  w h e t h e r  m i l i t a r y  or n o n - m i l i t a r y .  
There e x p e r i e n c e  of a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  is that it has n e u t r a l i s e d  
a n t i - m i 1 itary work. In West G e r m a n y  there are 60 000 who do a l t e r n a t i v e  
ser v ic e but who have no power in c h a l l e n g i n g  nu c l e a r  weapo ns.

The se con d point was that he had been i nv it ed  to a Se m i n a r  in Am s t e r d a m  
on the q u e s t i o n  of E ur o p e a n s ,  or S out h A f r i c a n s  with ac c es s to Eu r op ea n 
c i t i z e n s h i p  s e r v i n g  in the SADF. There were r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from seven 
E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  pr ese nt . It is b e c o m i n g  a g r o w i n g  issue on Europe.

Next Meeting will be on the 25 April at 7.30 in the Diakonia Meeting 
R o o m .
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