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Towards a Just Peace
A Declaration to End Conscription

We live in an unjust society w here basic human righ ts a rt denied §
to +he m ajo rity o f the people. |

\Me. live in an unequal society where the land and wealth are
owned by the m in o rity. |

We live in a society in a stale of civil war, where, brother is  |
called on ho fig h t brother. 1

We call for an end to conscription. I

Yound men are. conscripted to m aintain the illegal occupation of g  
Nam ibia, and to wage unjust war again st foreign countries.

Young men are conscripted to assist in the implementation and g  
defence of apartheid policies.

Young men u>ho refuse to se rv e  a re  faced with the choice o f a
life, of exile o r a possible six years in prison. I

We call fo r an end to conscription.

We believe th a t the financial cost of the war increases the poverty o f |
our country; and that money should rather be used in the interests of peace. I

We believe Hi at the extension of conscription to coloured and indian =  
citizens will increase conflict and. fu rth e r divide o u r country.

WE BEUEVE THAT IT IS THE. MORAL RIGHT OF SOUTH I  
AFRICANS TO EXERCISE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 1 
AND TO CHOOSE NOT TO SERVE IN THE SADF.

WE CALL FOR. AN END TO CONSCRIPTION J  

WE CALL FDR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND |
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P f f l c r  T H t o U f r H

E v e r y  p o s s i b l e  o p i n i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  the r e l ation-! 
s h i p  of the C h r i s t i a n  
g o s p e l  to v i o l e n c e  is 
f o u n d  t o d a y .

At o n e  e x t r e m e  a r e  the 
p a c i f i s t s  w h o  r e f u s e  to 

t a k e  up a r m s .  At the 
o t h e r  e n d  ot the s c a l e  
a r e  t h o s e  w h o  r e g a r d  
v i o l e n c e  as a p e r f e c t l y  
j u s t i f i a b l e  m e a n s  of 
b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  a j u s t  
s o c i e t y .

B e t w e e n  the two e x t r e m e s  
a r e  t h o s e  ( m a i n l y  of the 
R e f o r m e d  t r a d i t i o n )  w h o  
see a p l a c e  f o r  v i o l e n c e  

a n d  r e v o l u t i o n ,  but o n l y  
as a last r e s o r t .

C a l v i n  h i m s e l f  a c c e p t e d  
o n l y  o n e  c o n d i t i o n  for 
a j u s t  r e v o l u t i o n :  w h e n  
a r u l e r  f o r c e s  the p e o p  
le to d i s o b e y  G o d .Even 
so, it w a s  not up to the 
c o m m o n  p e o p l e  to r e m o v e  
the r u l e r s  but th i s  had 
to be d o n e  by the " l e s s 
er m a g i s t r a t e s " .

C a l v i n  t a u g h t  th a t  evil 
r u l e r s  had to be o b e y e d  
b e c a u s e  t h i s  w a s  G o d ' s  
w a y  of p u n i s h i n g  the 
p e o p l e .  O b v i o u s l y  p e o p l e  
h o l d i n g  this v i e w p o i n t  
h a v e  no d i f f i c u l t y  in 
a c c e p t i n g  the fa c t  that 
the s t a t e  has the ri g h t  
to u s e  f o r c e  in o r d e r  
to m a i n t a i n  o r d e r .

S i n c e  the s i x t i e s  t h e r e  

has b e e n  an a w a k e n i n g  of 
i n t e r e s t  in the p o l i t i c a  
m e s s a g e  of the g o s p e l .
I n d e e d  , the B i b l e  has in 
s o m e  c i r c l e s  b e e n  i n t e r 
p r e t e d  as a p o l i t i c a l  
b o o k  .

P o l i t i c a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  in 
b o t h  E u r o p e  and A m e r i c a  
h a v e  t r i e d  to m a k e  the 
g o s p e l  r e l e v a n t  to the 
w o r l d  of t o d a y .  U n d e r  
M a r x i s t  i n f l u e n c e  the 
i b l ical m e s s a g e  has 

b e e n  see n  as " e a r t h l y " ,  
n o t  " h e a v e n l y " . .

It is not a question 
of whether to use 
violence, but rather 
of what violence 
to use and to what 

lextent.
T h u s  t h e o l o g y  is b e i n g  
c o n t e x t u a 1 ised in m a n y  
p l a c e s  a n d  m a n y  w a y s .  
T h e o l o g i a n s  d e b a t i n g  
the v i o l e n c e  is s u e  r e 
j e c t  the " s t r u c t u r a l  
v i o l e n c e "  i n h e r e n t  in 
m a n y  s o c i e t i e s  but 
a l s o  s o u n d  a w a r n i n g  
t h a t  v i o l e n c e  i t s e l f  
m u s t  n e v e r  be a b s o l u t 
ized, as it c an b e c o m e  
a n  i d o l .

S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  " l i b e r 
a t i o n "  t h e o l o g i a n s  as 
we 1 1 as the N o r t h  A m e r 
ican " b l a c k "  t h e o l o g 
ians, in g e n e  r a 1 , see 
v i o l e n c e  as e s s e n t  i a 1 
in the s t r u g g l e  for 
1 i b e ra t i on .

C a m i l l o  T o r r e s  a n d  N e s t  
or Paz a r e  but two of 

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f o r m e d  
t h e i r  own g u e r  ilia 
b a n d s  to f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
the g o v e r n m e n t  of the 
day, a nd the " s t r u c t u r -  

1" v i o l e n c e  to be fount 
t h e r e .  B o n i n o ,  a M e t h 
o d i s t  sa y s  th a t  v i o l e n c e  
c a n n o t  be p r e s c r i b e d  on 
a g e n e r a l  s c a l e ,  but 
e a c h  s i t u a t i o n  has to 
be l o o k e d  at in c o n t e x t

J a m e  s C o n e , 
e x p o n e n  t of 
t h e o 1o g y  in 

a n o t h e r  w h o

the l e a d i n g  
" b l a c k "  
the USA, is 

a d v o c a t e s
v i o l e n c e .  For him, 

C h r i s t i a n i t y  is a b o u t  
the n e w  h u m a n i t y  w h i c h  
will a r i s e  o u t  of a j u s t  
s o c i e t y .

B e f o r e  t h e r e  c an be 
a n y  t a l k  of r e c o n c i l i 
a t i o n ,  t h e r e  h as to be 
a j u s t  s o c i e t y .  On a c c 
o u n t  of the " s t r u c t u r a l  
I n j u s t i c e "  p r e v a l e n t  in 
N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y ,  
C o n e  m a i n t a i n s  that 
n o - o n e  c a n  be n o n 
v i o l e n t .

T he w h o l e  q u e s t i o n  of 
v i o l e n c e  is a d i f f i c u l t  
o n e ,  a n d  e a s y  a n s w e r s  
a r e  h a r d  to c o m e  by. 

A s k i n g  w h a t  J e s u s  w o u l d  
h a v e  d o n e  a l s o  e l i c i t s  
d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e s .
S o m e  w o u l d  say that 
G od u s e d  v i o l e n c e ,  in 
k i l l i n g  the f i r s t b o r n ,  

to f r e e  the I s r a e l i t e s  
f r o m  E g y p t i a n  s l a v e r y ,  
a n d  a g a i n  he u s e d  
v i o l e n c e  ( d e a t h  on 
the c r o s s )  to b r i n g  
a b o u t  the s a l v a t i o n  
of h u m a n k i n d .

W h a t  is i m p o r t a n t  is 
t h a t  eve ry s i t u a t i o n  
be p l a c e d  u n d e r  the 
j u d g m e n t  of God and 
a n s w e r s  s o u g h t  in the 
l i g h t  of his rule 
a l o n e .  On no a c c o u n t  
m u s t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  be 
m an i p u 1a t e d  to su i t  

o n e ' s  own s t a n d p o i n t .
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CHALLENGE OF
CONFLICT

a c t i v i t i e s  a s  t h e  A l e x 

a n d r a  T u t o r i n g  P r o j e c t ,  

t h e  W i n t e r  S c h o o l  a n d  

c a m p u s  f e l l o w s h i p  g r o u p s .

" T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  t h i n g  

I c a n  d o  i n  t i m e s  l i k e  

the s e ,  w h e n  s o m e  p e o p l e ,  

a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e m  v e r y

i n t e l l i g e n t  p e o p l e ,  f e a r  

a  t o t a l  e s t r a n g e m e n t  

b e t w e e n  b l a c k  arvd. white. 

T h e n  I , w h e t h e r  I a m  

b l a c k  o r  w h i t e ,  m u s t  a s k  

t o  b e  m a d e  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  

o f  G o d ' s  p e a c e ,  so t h a t  

o n e  m o r e  h e a l i n g  s t r e a m  

m a y  f l o w  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  

o f  h a t e .  I t  i s  h a r d  f o r  

m e  t o  s e e  G o d ' s  p o w e r  

w o r k i n g  i n  t h e s e  d a n g e r 

o u s  t i m e s ,  u n l e s s  i t  

w o r k s  t h r o u g h  u s ."

( A l a n  P.aton, I n s t r u m e n t  

o f  T h y  P e a c e )

T o  b e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  

o f  t h e  p e a c e  o f  C h r i s t  

i s  t o  w o r k  t h r o u g h  

p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t ,  as 

H e  d o e s .  A s  C h r i s t i a n  

s t u d e n t s  i n  SA, w e  h a v e  

m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  

s p r e a d  G o d ' s  h e a l i n g  

p o w e r  t h r o u g h  c o m m u n i c 

a t i o n  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s .

T h e  o p p q r t u n i t y  m a y  b e  

a t  h o m e ,  m a k i n g  t h e  

e f f o r t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
a  d o m e s t i c  w o r k e r  a s  a 

w h o l e  p e r s o n ,  a t  u n i 

v e r s i t y ,  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  

a n d  c a r e  f o r  o t h e r  m e m 

b e r s  o f  o u r  c l a s s e s .  W e

A  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  C h r i s t  

c a n  b e  m a d e  a l i v e  a n d  

c o n t e x t u a l i s e d  b y  

s h a r i n g  o n e ' s  a b i l i t y  

a n d  w e a l t h  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

i n  a  s c h e m e  l i k e  E d u c 

a t i o n  - h e l p i n g  a d u l t s  

w o r k  t o w a r d s  J u n i o r  

C e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  m a t r i c  

a n d  t e a c h i n g  l i t e r a c y .  

( P h o n e  L e s l i e  N o v o s  o f  

E d u c a t i o n ,  7 2 8 - 1 4 8 5 )

T h e  C h u r c h  a l s o  p r o 

v i d e s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  

b e i n g  a n  a c t i v e  i n s t r u l  

m e n t  f o r  p e a c e  - t h e r e  

a r e  c e n t r e s  o f  c o n c e r n  

w o r k i n g  g r o u p s  w h i c h  

v i s i t  r e s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s  

a n d  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  

p r o j e c t s .

A  C h r i s t i a n  i n  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  n e e d  n o t  f e e l  

o v e r a w e d  o r  i m p o t e n t .

St. P a u l  w r o t e  o f  J e s u s :  

" F o r  H e  h i m s e l f  i s  

o u r  p e a c e ,  w h o  h a s  m a d e  

t h e  t w o  o n e  a n d  h a s  

d e s t r o y e d  t h e  b a r r i e r ,  

t h e  d i v i d i n g  w a l l  o f  

h o s t i l i t y . "  (Eph. 2:14)

J e s u s  c a l l s  u s  t o  a c t  

o u t  t h i s  m i s s i o n  o f  

p e a c e  , b y  t h e  s t r e n g t h  

o f  H i s  S p i r i t ,  a s  H e  

d i d .

R e c e n t  p e r c e n t a g e  p o l l s  

i n  t h e  C o l o u r e d  a n d  

I n d i a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

e l e c t i o n s  a v e r a g e d  3 0 %  

a n d  2 0 , 2 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  r e a l  

f i g u r e s  w e r e  f a r  l o w e r .

T h e s e  e l e c t i o n s  b i t t e r l y  

d i v i d e d  b o t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  

a n d  f u r t h e r  h i g h l i g h t e d  

t h e  c o n f l i c t s  i n h e r e n t  

i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .

A n d  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ?  

T o w n s h i p s  b u r n ,  s t u d e n t s  

b o y c o t t ,  o p e r a t i o n  " T h u n 

d e r  C h a r i o t "  b l a z e s  

a c r o s s  t h e  m e d i a .  M e a n 

w h i l e ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

w r i n g s  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  

a s k s :  " W h a t  s h o u l d  I 

d o ? "

C h r i s t i a n s  f a c e  a  c r i s i s  

o f  r e s p o n s e  i n  a n  i n 

c r e a s i n g l y  p o l a r i z e d  

s o c i e t y .  T h e  t e m p t a t i o n  

is t o  p r e t e n d  e i t h e r  

t h a t  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  

a r o u n d  u s  d o e s  n o t  c o n 

c e r n  o u r  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  

o r  t h a t  w e  a r e  p o w e r 

l e s s  t o  act .

p r e t e n d i  ng  ?
" H e  c a m e  a n d  p r e a c h e d  

p e a c e  t o  y o u  w h o  w e r e  

f a r  a w a y  a n d  p e a c e  t o  

t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  n e a r .

F o r  t h r o u g h  H i m  w e  b o t h  

h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  

F a t h e r  b y  o n e  S p i r i t . "

( E p h . 2 : 1 7 , 1 8 )

But ,  i f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

i s t o  b e  r e l e v a n t  i n  

t h e  t r o u b l e d  c o n t e x t  o f  

o u r  c o u n t r y ,  i t  is c r u 

c i a l  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  

l i v e  o u t  a c o m m i t m e n t

t o  C h r i s t .  H o w  i s  s u c h  
d y n a m i c  c o m m i t m e n t  

p o s s i b l e ?  W h a t  d o e s  i t  

i n v o l v e  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i 

d u a l  C h r i s t i a n ?
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L ib e r a t io n  In T h e o lo g y
R e c e n t l y ,  r e p o r t s  a p p e a r 

e d  i n  o u r  l o c a l  n e w p a p e r s  

i n  w h i c h , i t  s e e m e d ,  t h e  

P o p e  h a d  a p p r o v e d  a  t e x t  

w h i c h  c r i t i c i s e d  t h e  

M a r x i s t  n a t u r e  o f  l i b e r 

a t i o n  t h e o l o g y  a n d  c o n 

d e m n e d  C h r i s t i a n s  w h o  a r e  

p o l i t i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d .

v e r y  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s  h a v e  

o c c u r r e d .  B i s h o p s  a s  w e l l  

a s  p r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  

a n d  l a y  p e o p l e  h a v e  e n g a g e d  

i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  

i n j u s t i c e .

M a n y  C h r i s t i a n s , G u t i e r r e z  

o b s e r v e s ,  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t 

e d  t h a t  J e s u s  w a s  n o t  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

l i f e ,  t h a t  h i s  m i s s i o n  

w a s  p u r e l y  r e l i g i o u s .

Jesi's vs Herod

T h i s  i s  a  r a t h e r  n a r r o w  

v i e w  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  

d o c u m e n t .  W h a t  t h e  d o c 

u m e n t  d o e s  

C h r i s t i a n s  n o t  t o  m i n d 

l e s s l y  a d o p t  M a r x i s t  

v a l u e s .  C e r t a i n  t h e o l o g 

i a n s  h a v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s a i d  

t h a t  t h e y  d r a w  o n  M a r x i s t  

s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  t o  h e l p  

t h e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

c a u s e s  o f  p o v e r t y ,  b u t  

t h a t  M a r x i s m  d o e s  n o t  

i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  t h e o l o g 

i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n s .

militant iesus

T h e  d o c u m e n t  i s  a l s o  

c r i t i c a l  o f  t h o s e  w h o  

a t t e m p t  t o  l o o k  f o r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a 

c o n t e m p o r a r y  m i l i t a n t  

i n  J e s u s '  l i f e .  T h i s  

w o u l d  b e  a  m i s r e p r e s e n t 

a t i o n  o f  H i s  l i f e  a n d  

w i t n e s s .  J e s u s  c a m e  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  G o d ' s  K i n g d o m  

o n  e a r t h .  H e  b r o u g h t  a 

m e s s a g e  o f  t o t a l  l i b e r 

a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  K i n g d o m  

v a l u e s  o f  l o v e ,  j u s t i c e  

a n d  s h a r i n g  o v e r r i d e  

t h e  w o r l d l y  v a l u e s  o f  

w e a l t h ,  g r e e d  a n d  g r o u p  

s e l f i s h n e s s .

L i b e r a t i o n  t h e o l o g y  

s p r a n g  u p  i n  L a t i n  A m e r 

i c a  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a s  a 

t h e o l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  

o n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p o v e r t y  

o f  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  n e e d  

t o  p r o v i d e  c o n c r e t e  a i d  

t o  t h e  p o o r .

F o r  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

C h u r c h  p l a y e d  a v e r y  c o n 

s e r v a t i v e  r o l e  i n  L a t i n  

A m e r i c a  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  o f t e n

J e s u s  r e j e c t e d  t h e  n a r r o w  

n a t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  Z e a l o t s  

a n d  t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e y

M a n y  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  a t t 

i t u d e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u r c h  

g r e w  o u t  o f  c o m m i t m e n t s

o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  m a n y  p r i e s t s  j c o u l d  r e a l i s e  t h e  K i n g d o m  

a n d  r e l i g i o u s  t o  b e c o m e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o w n  e f f o r t s  

d o  i s  t o  c a u t i o n  m o r e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a l o n e .  H e  o p p o s e d  a l l  

t h e  p o o r  a n d  t o  h e l p  t h e m  !p o l i t i c a l - r e l i g i o u s  

t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o n s c i o u s  M e s s i a n i s m  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  

o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a n d  d i g n i t y  r e s p e c t  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e

a s  h u m a n  b e i n g s .

T h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  i n d u c e s  

t h e m  t o  t a k e  o n  a  p o l i t i c a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  w h i c h  is 

r e q u i r e d  i f  t h e y  a r e  

e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  d i s p l a y  

t h e  l o v e  t h a t  i s  d e m a n d e d  

b y  t h e  g o s p e l .

r e l i g i o u s  r e a l m  a n d  t h e  

a u t o n o m y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n .

H e  a t t a c k e d  i n s t e a d  t h e  v e r y  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  

e x p l o i t a t i o n :  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t 

i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  d o i n g  s o  

h i s  a c t i o n s  t o o k  o n  a  v e r y  

d e f i n i t e  p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i c 

a n c e .

H e  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  m a j o r  p o w e r  

'groups o f  h i s  s o c i e t y .  H e  

c a l l e d  H e r o d  a  " f o x " ;  h e  

d e n o u n c e d  t h e  h y p o c r i s y  a n d  

l e g a l i s m  o f  t h e  P h a r i s e e s ;  

h i s  t e a c h i n g s  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  

p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

S a d u c e e s ; a n d  h e  d i e d  a t  t h e  

h a n d s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .

A s  G u t i e r r e z  p u t  it:

"I d i s c o v e r e d  t h r e e  t h i n g s .

I d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  p o v e r t y  w a s  

a  d e s t r u c t i v e  t h i n g ,  s o m e t h i n g  

t o  b e  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a n d  d e s 

t r o y e d ,  n o t  m e r e l y  s o m e t h i n g  

w h i c h  w a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  o u r  

c h a r i t y .  S e c o n d l y ,  I d i s c o v e r 

e d  t h a t  p o v e r t y  w a s  n o t  a c c i d 

e n t a l .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  

p e o p l e  a r e  p o o r  a n d  n o t  r i c h  

is n o t  j u s t  a  m a t t e r  o f  c h a n c e , 

r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s f b u t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s t r u c t u r e ,  

o f  c h a n g i n g  it. w a s  a  s t r u c t u r a l  q u e s t i o n .

T h i r d l y ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

G u s t a v o  G u t i e r r e z  p u b l i s h -  p o o r  p e o p l e  w e r e  a  s o c i a l  

e d  A  T h e o l o g y  o f  L i b e r a t i o n  j d a s s .  W h e n  I d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

i n  197 1 .  I t  r e m a i n s  t h e  . p o verty w a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e

b e s t - k n o w n  w o r k  i n  l i b e r -  'fought a g a i n s t ----  i t  b e c a m e

a t i o n  t h e o l o g y  a n d  t h e  b e s t  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  

o v e r a l l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i t s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p o o r ,  o n e  h a d  to 

p o s i t i o n .  jmove i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .

conscientization

A  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s c i e n t -  

i s a t i o n  o c c u r r e d .  T h e  p o o r  

c a m e  t o  a n e w  a w a r e n e s s  o f  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  b e g a n  t o  l o o k  

a t  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d
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M r. God, this is Anna n o t h i n g  t h a t  G o d  h a d n ' t  

m a d e . W h e n  y o u  b e g a n  t o  

s e e  w h a t  i t  w a s  a l l  a b o u t  

h o w  t h i n g s  w o r k e d ,  h o w  

t h i n g s  w e r e  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  

t h e n  y o u  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  M i s t e r  

G o d  w a s "  (p 97)

" A t  f i v e  y e a r s  A n n a  k n e w  

a b s o l u t e l y  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

b e i n g ,  k n e w  t h e  m e a n i n g  

o f  l o v e  a n d  w a s  a  p e r s o n a l  

f r i e n d  a n d  h e l p e r  o f  

M i s t e r  G o d "  (p 13)

T h r o u g h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

A n n a  w e  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  

t h e  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  d o w n - t o  

- e a r t h  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  

h u m a n  b e i n g s  a s  t h e y  

r e a l l y  a r e  a n d  t o w a r d s  

G o d  a s  h e  r e a l l y  is. W e  

a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a 

m e t h o d  o f  p h i l o s o p h i s i n g  

a b o u t  l i f e ,  n o t  t h r o u g h  

t h i n k i n g  o f  it, b u t  b y  

d o i n g  it.

M i s t e r  G o d ,  t h i s  is A n n a

p r e s e n t s  u s  w i t h  a c h i l d ' s  

v i e w ,  a n  u n a c a d e m i c  d e 

s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t  B o n -  

h o e f f e r  t e r m s  ^ r e l i g i o n -  

l e s s  C h r i s t i a n i t y " . 

S u d d e n l y  o u r  w o r l d  

c h a n g e s .  I t  is u n d i s 

c o v e r e d ,  e x t r a - o r d i n a r y  

a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  b e c a u s e  

G o d  m a d e  i t  so.

F o r  a n  i n s t r u c t i o n  

m a n u a l  o n  h o w  t o  s e e  
t h i n g s  G o d 's w a y  -

M i s t e r  G od, T h i s  is 

A n n a  is a  l i f e - c h a l l e n g 

i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .

A n n a ,  " T h e m ' s  j u s t  p e o p l e s  

w o r d s "  (p 96) R a t h e r  w e  

a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a  G o d  

w h o  c a n  b e  l o v e d  " f r o m  

t h e  i n s i d e  o u t " , w h o  c a n  

b e  k n o w n  p e r s o n a l l y ,  

l i k e  a n y o n e  e l s e .  M i s t e r  

G o d  d o e s n ’t b e l o n g  to 

c h u r c h e s  o r  p r e a c h e r s  

o r  C h r i s t i a n s  - M i s t e r  

G o d  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  w h o l e  

w o r l d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  a l l  

b e l o n g s  t o  h i m .

A n n a  t e a c h e s  u s  a b o u t  

M i s t e r  G o d  a n d  n o t  t h e  

a g e d  m e t a p h y s i c a l  f i g u r e  

w h o  i s  m e a s u r e d  i n  l a b e l s  

o f  h u m a n  p e r f e c t i o n .  F o r

Though her httsband 
often went on business 
trips, she hated to be 
left alone,

1 ve solved our problem,’ 
he said.“I’ve bounht you 
SiBemard. l i ’s name 
is Great Reluctance.”- T h l z N  M e ' d  M A y e  u s

E A T I N S  T W I C E  A  W E E K  
A M D  M A X I M A  LOVE

t m r e e  t i m e s  
A  DAC/.

To err is human 
but to really 
foul things up 
requires a 
computer.

Those who 
are most 
moral are 
farthest 
from the 
problem.

Now, when I go away, 
you shall know that I 
am leaving you with 
Great Reluctance!”

The one day you’d sell 
your soul for something, souls 
are a glut.

S h e  h i t  h i m  w i t h  

a  w a f f l e  i r o n .

p i F f ^ s ce  
eerne*  a

AHP A 
a i i r f

f
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S A L T

WISHES YOU

JOY AT THE

BIRTH OF

THE PRINCE

OF PEACE

Do n et  b t  afraid. I have good news fo r  you; 

there is g re a t  joy coming to the whole p eo p le .

Today in the city of David, a deliverer  has been 

b o n v t c  yctL, t h e  MtssiaK th e , \j*r<L lukjL  2 -1$

S a U  :< ~AiteA lov R _ A C ^ ^ y C R  P < a J * U s I v s 4  b w  t ^ e  CUnfcfr
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