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BIG___ STRUGGLE BEGINS FOR AFRICAN FREEDOM.

by Peter Abrahams.
Head of Publications and Press Department of the Pan-

African Federation.

• .?n ^?nday October 1 5 , 19 4 5, the Fifth Pan-African Congress 
began in the Chorlton Town Hall, Manchester. It continued for a week. 
Roughly*two hundred delegates, representing practically the whole Negro 
woi?ld attended. These delegates held mandates from political, social 
and industrial organisations. #The Trade Union movement was well to the 
fore m  representation. Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois, the eminent American Negro 
scholar and writer was unanimously elected chairman of the Congress

This Congress the' greatest and most representative ever called’
by Africans and peoples of African descent to plan and work for the 
liquidation of Imperialism. For, as the Pan-African Federation declared 
in its open letter to the Prime Minister:

"To condemn the Imperialism of Germany, Japan and Italy 
while condoning that of Britain would be more than dis
honest, it would be a betrayal of the sacrifices and 

^"ie toil and sweat' of the common people 
of this country. All Imperialism is evil". The 
Federation therefore ”. . .  demands for the colonial 
peoples the immediate right to self-determination.
That would be an effective step in the process of ban
ishing wars . 11

The banner against Imperialism, against man's political and • 
territorial domination by other men, that has long been trailing miser
ably in the dust, was raised again. It was raised and held high by the 
representatives of the colonial masses. . By its behaviour the European 
Left, with rare exception, has forfeited its right to the leadership of 
the struggle against Imperialism. This Fifth Pan-African Congress marked 
the end of that leadership.

BACKGROUND OF CONGRESS:

The idea of a Pan-African Congress was first conceived and 
executed by Dr. Du Bois in Paris in 1919 when he was over there investi
gating the conditions of Negro soldiers. Of this first Congress Du Bois 
writes in his autobiography:

"I was convinced by my experience in Paris in 1919 that 
here was a real vision and an actual need. Contacts of 
Negroes of different origins and nationality, which I 
had then and before at other congresses and the Race 
Congress were most inspiring. My plans as they developed 
had in them nothing spectacular nor revolutionary. If 
in decades or a century they resulted in such world 
organisation of black men as would oppose a united front 
to European aggression, that certainly would not have been



beyond my dream . . . Out of this there might come,not 
race war and opposition, but broader co-operation with 
the white rulers of the world, and a chance for peace
ful and accelerated development of black folk."

Dr. Du Bois held a second Pan-African Congress in 1921, a third 
in 1923 in London, Paris and Lisbon, a fourth in New York in 1§27, and 
a fifth was planned to be held in Tunis in 1929, but the French 
Government vetoed the project and it did not come off.

The 1921 Congress attracted most attention of all. The "Times" 
"Observer" and other papers discussed it widely in London. In Paris, 
too, it had wide press comment. Among the speakers were Norman Leys, 
ex-Civil Servant, whose "Colour Bar in East Africa" is an indictment 
that makes a mockery of the high sounding nonsense that is periodically 
fed to the world of the high intentions of "Trusteeship" etc. Yet 
another speaker among the outstanding galaxy thqt included Lord Olivier, 
was Paul Otlet, often called the "father of the League of Nations."

All these Congresses, however, were not really representative. 
They were the pioneering work of one man, very great work, but 
definitely not of the same representative character as the Fifth Pan- 
African Congress. There were no accredited delegates from organisations 
such as in the case with the Manchester Congress.

The idea of the Fifth Congress was born after the World Trade 
Union Conference in London in February, 1945* The colonial delegates 
to the Trade Union Conference were invited to Mancester, where the Pan- 
African Federation was just in the process of coming to life. An 
informal meeting was held and representatives from the various colonies 
exchanged information and discussed their problems. As a result of 
these discussions, George Padmore threw out the idea of a world Pan- 
African Congress. It was warmly received. The delegates took it to 
their countries and discussed it with their peoples. Response was 
immediate and the business of organising the Congress proceeded.

COLONIAL INTERNATIONAL

Earlier this year a Subject Peoples' Conference was held in 
London. It was not as representative as the Fifth Pan-African Congress. 
Indians, Burmese, Ceylonese,; Africans, West Indians and others took 
part. Mainly organisations in Britain were representated.

The Subject Peoples 1 Conference was largely an exploratory 
gathering aimed at the setting-up of some permanent organisation for the 
co-ordination of colonial struggle. The success of that small confer
ence, and the warm response to the World Pan-African Congress brings 
the Colonial International in sight.



The Colonial struggle has entered a new phase. It is important 
that the Left in Britain and other Imperialist countries should recog
nise this. The colonial workers are showing a new mood of militancy.
It is not a chauvinist mood. It is not narrow and racial. It is a 
mood that recognises clearly that the victory against Hitlerism can 
only be entrenched when the workers of the European countries and their 
leaders will find, in the words of the Open Letter to the Prime 
Minister:

,lThe courage to face squarely the fact that Imperialism 
is one of the major causes of war. The courage to 
admit that any high-sounding blueprints that beg the 
question of man's territorial and political domination 
by other men, whether their skins are white, yellow or 
black, is only staving off the day when the evils of 
war with their ghastly new scientific twists will again 
be unleashed on humanity"

and live up to that courage when they have found it. That would be 
a giant stride towards the century of the common man.

The declarations made and resolutions adopted by the Fifth Pan- 
African Congress, which are recorded in the following pages, quite 
clearly reflect the political, economic and social aspirations of 
Africans and people of African descent. They constitute the programm
atic platform upon which the struggle for national liberation and 
social emancipation of the Colonial peoples will be waged.

DECLARATION OF FIFTH PAN-AFRICAN CONGRESS TO IMPERIALIST POWERS 
OF THE WORLD.

The delegates of the Fifth Pan-African Congress believe in 
peace. How could it be otherwise when, for centuries the African 
peoples have been victims of violence and slavery. Yet if the Western 
world is still determined to rule mankind by force, then Africans, as 
a last resort, may have to appeal to force in the effort to achieve 
Freedom, even if force destroys them and the world.

We are determined to be Free. We want education, the right to 
earn a decent living5 the right to express our thoughts and emotions, 
and to adopt and create forms of beauty. Without all this, we die to 
live.

We demand for Black Africa autonomy and independence, so far 
and no further than it is possible in this 'ONE WORLD* for groups 
and peoples to rule themselves subject to inevitable world unity and 
federation.



V/e are not ashamed to have been an age-long patient people.
We are willing even now to sacrifice and strive to correct our all 
too human faults. But we are unwilling to starve any longer while 
doing the world's drudgery, in order to support., by our poverty and 
ignorance, a false aristocracy and a discredited Imperialism.

We condemn monopoly of capital and rule of private wealth 
and industry for priv&te profit alone. We welcome Economic Democracy 
as the only real democracy,-wherefore we are going to complain, 
appeal and arraign. We are going to make the world listen to the _ 
facts of our conditions. For their betterment, we are going to fight 
in all and every way we can.

MANIFESTO TO THE COLONIAL /PRICERS. FARMERS AND INTELLECTUALS OF AFRICA

We believe in the rights of ail peoples to govern themselves.
We affirm the right of all Colonial peoples to control their own 
destiny. All Colonies must be free from foreign Imperialist control, 
whether political or economic. The peoples of the Colonies must 
have the right to elect their own government, a government without 
restrictions from a foreign power. We say to the peoples of th e _ 
Colonies that they must fight for these ends by all means at their dis
posal.

The object of Imperialist Powers is to exploit. By granting 
the right to the Colonial peoples to govern themselves, they are 
defeating that objective. Therefore, the struggle for political power 
by colonial and subject peoples is the first step towards, and the 
necessary prerequisite to, complete social, economic and political 
emancipation.

The Fifth Pan-African Congress, therefore, calls on the workers 
and farmers of the Colonies to organise effectively. Colonial workers 
must be in the front lines of the battle a g a i n s t ^Imperialism. Your 
weapons —  the Strike and the Boycott -- are invincible.

This Fifth Pan-African Congress calls upon the intellectuals 
and professional classes of the Colonies to awaken to their respon
sibilities. The long, long night is over. By fighting for trade 
union rights, the right to form co-operatives, freedom of the press, 
assembly, demonstration and strike 5 freedom to print and read the 
literature which is necessary for the education of the masses, you 
will be using the only means by which your liberties will be won and 
maintained. Today there is only one road to effective action - the 
organisation of the masses.

Colonial and Subject Peoples of the v/orld - Unite 1



The following- RESOLUTIONS were unanimously adooted bv the FIFTH PAN- 
AFRICAN CONGRESS, held in MANCHESTER. ENGLAND.' October Hth-21st.l945.

We, the duly accredited delegates of the peoples of West Africa, 
united as one people, do hereby declare:-

1. POLITICAL
(a) That since the advent of British, French, Belgian and other Europ
ean nations in V/est Africa, there has been regression instead of pro
gress as a result of systematic exploitation by these alien imperialist 
Powers. The claims of "partnership", "trusteeship", "guardianship", 
and the "mandate system", do not serve the political wishes of the 
people of V/est Africa.

(b) That the democratic nature of the indigenous institutions of the 
peoples of V/est Africa has been crushed by obnoxious and oppressive laws 
and regulations, and replaced by autocratic systems of Government which 
are inimical to the political wishes of the peoples of V/est Africa.

(c) That the introduction of pretentious constitutional reforms into 
the V/est African Territories are nothing but spurious attempts on the 
part of alien imperialist Powers to continue the political enslavement 
of the peoples;

*

(d) That the introduction of Indirect Rule is not only an instrument of 
oppression but also an encroachment on the rights of the West African 
natural rulers.

(e) That the artificial divisions and territorial boundaries created
by the Imperialist Powers are deliberate steps to obstruct the political 
unity of the V/est African peoples.

2. ECONOMIC
(a) That there has been a systematic exploitation of the economic 
resources of the West African territories by imperialist Powers to the 
detriment of the inhabitants.

(b) That the industrialisation of West Africa by the indigines has been 
discouraged and obstructed by the imperialist rulers, with the result 
that the standard of living has fallen below subsistence level.

(c) That the land, the rightful property of West Africans is gradually 
passing into the hands of foreign governments and other agencies 
through various devices arid ordinances;

(d) That the workers and farmers of V/est Africa have not been allowed 
independent trades unions and co-operative movements without official 
interference,

(e) That the mining industries are in the hands of foreign monopolies 
of finance capital, with the result that wherever a mining industry . 
has developed there has been a tendency to deprive the people of their 
land holding (e.g. mineral rights in Nigeria and Sierra Leone are now



the property of the British Government)\

(f ) That the British Government in West Africa is virtually controlled 
by a merchants' united front, whose main objective is the exploitation 
of the people, thus rendering the indigenous population economically 
helpless.

(g) That when a country is compelled to re-ly on one crop (e.g. cocoa) 
for a single monopolistic market, and is obliged to cultivate only for 
export while at the same time its farmers and workers find themselves 
in the grip of finance capital, then it is evident that the government 
of that country is incompetent to assume economic responsibility for it.

3 . SOCIAL
(a) That the democratic organisations and institutions of the -West 
African peoples have been interfered with5 that alien rule has not 
improved education, health or the nutrition of the 'Jest African peoples, 
but on the contrary tolerates mass illiteracy, ill-health, malnutrition, 
prostitution, and many other social evils.

(b) That organised Christianity in West Africa is identified with the 
political and economic exploitation of the Zest African peoples by alien 
Powers.

In view of these conditions, we, the members of the West African * 
delegation, declare:

THAT COMPLETE AND ABSOLUTE INDEPENDENCE FOR THE PEOPLES OF 
WEST AFRICA IS TEE ONLY SOLUTION TC THE EXISTING PROBLEMS.*

TELEGRAM TO The Secretary of State for COLONIES.

We, the West African delegation, request the Fifth Pan-African
Congress to forward the following telegram immediately to the British
Secretary of State for Coloniess

Colonial Secretary, Downing Street, London;

Pan-African Congress now in session in Manchester demands;

1. That the West African Farmers' Delegation now in Great Britain be 
received by the Colonial Secretary, with a view to discussing the 
deplorable conditions of the West African cocoa farmers, and other 
producers.

2. That the Mineral Ordinances of Nigeria and Sierra Leone, which 
deprive the peoples of these territories of the legitimate right 
to their lands, be repealed.

3 . Tnat the Gambia Custom Tariff (Amendment) Act of 1945 which affects 
the purchasing' power of the African Consumer be repealed.



4. That the Deposition and Deportation of Chiefs Ordinance and the 
Native Authority Bill of the Gold Coast are undemocratic and should 
be repealed forthwith.

5. That the Richard's Constitution of Nigeria, viewed by the Nigerian 
people as undemocratic, should be repealed immediately.

6. That the request of the Nigerian Workers be met immediately in 
order to avoid any future unpleasantness, and that the colour bar in 
the form of salary, and other discrimination in the West African Civil 
Service be abolished.

7 . That the Criminal Code, Sedition Ordinances and Press Restrictions 
of West Africa be repealed.

t?^ + T5a-+a+1  re|'tfic't:'ions on travel imposed on African Students to the 
United states of America and other parts of the world be removed 
immediately.

9. That the establishment of the West African Council, consisting of 
the Governors of the i/est African Colonies, with the Secretary of State 
as Cnairman, and a senior civil servant resident in the Gold Coast as 
Secretary, which, being so constituted, can only be regarded as yet

armulledmforthwithfUrther enslaving the West African peoples, shall be

1 S \ J h a t .thS withdrawal of Sir Arthur Richards, demanded by the people 
01 Nigeria following a vote of "no confidence", be effected forthwith.

Mos-*-ein religious laws and rights be respected and recognised 
by^the Government, since their denial is used to drive a wedge of dis
unity between Moslems and other sections of the West African populations
and that facilities for modern education of the Moslems be provided at 

-once.

12. That the ban on progressive literature be abolished.

13* That the new Municipal Ordinance of Sierra Leone be repealed.

14. That the barter system of trade which has been introduced into Sierra 
Leone and other West African Colonies, by means of which European 
capitalist combines have been exploiting the labour of the African far
mers through obtaining African produce at low prices in exchange for 
European manufactured goods at high prices, be abolished immediately.

THE CONGO AND NORTH AFRICA;

1. This Congress views with great concern the deplorable conditions 
imposed upon the Africans by French and Belgian Imperialisms in the 
Congo and Equatorial Africa, and demands that immediate steps be taken 
to remedy conditions in these territories.



2. That the demand of Egypt and other territories of North Africa for 
the removal of foreign armed forces be conceded Without delay.

EAST AFRICA:

RESOLUTION' presented by the delegates from  EAST AFRICA and adopted b.v 
the Fifth PAN-AFRICAN CONGRESS.

That this congress of African peoples assembled in Manchester demands 
complete independence for the people of Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, 
Nyassaland and Somaliland.
That this Congress calls upon the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to implement the following immediate demads of the people of East 
African territories.

1. The principles of the Four Freedom be put into practice at once.

2. The abolition of land laws which allow Europeans to take land from 
the Africans. Immediate cessation of any further settlement by 
Europeans in Kenya or in any other territory in East Africa. All 
available land to be distributed to the landless Africans.

3 . The right of Africans to develop the economic resources of their 
country without hindrance.

4. The immediate abolition of all racial and other discriminatory_laws 
at once (Kipandi system in particular), and the system of equal citizen
ship to be introduced forthwith.

5. Freedom of speech, press, association and assembly.

6. Revision of the system of taxation and of the civil and criminal 
code.

7 . Compulsory free and uniform education for all children up to the 
age of 1 6 , with free meals, free books and school equipment.

8 . Granting of the Franchise, i.e. the right of every man and woman 
over the age of 21 to elect and be elected to Legislative Council, 
Provincial Council and all other Divisional and Municipal Councils.

9 . A state Medical Service, Health and Welfare Service to be made avail
able to all.

1 0 .Abolition of forced labour, and the introduction of the principle of 
EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK. .



SOUTH AFRICA;

This Fifth Pan-African Congress, representing millions of 
Africans and peoples of African descent throughout the world, condemns 
with all its power the policy towards Africans and other non-Europeans 
carried out by the Union of South Africa which, although representing 
itself abroad as a democracy with a system of parliamentary government, 
manifests essentially the same characteristics as Fascism: -

(a) the Herrenvolk ideology which transformed itself into a mania;
(b) the ruthless trampling' underfoot of all human rights;
(c) the erection of one system of lav; and of morality for the white 

^Aryans" and a different system of law and of morality for the 
non-white "non-Aryans".

I

This Congress demands for the non-European citizens of South 
Africa the immediate practical application of the following ten funda
mental democratic rights:

(1) The franchise, i.e, the right of every man and woman over the age 
of 21 to elect and be elected to Parliament, Provincial Council, and 
all other Divisional and Municipal Councils.

(2) Compulsory free and uniform education for all children up to the 
age of 1 6 , with free meals, free books and school equipment for the

needy.

(3) Inviolability of person, of one’s house and privacy.

(4) Freedom of speech, press, meeting, and association.

(5) Freedom of movement and occupation.

(6) Full equality of rights for all citizens, without distinction of 
race, colour and sex.

(7) Revision of the land question in accordance with the needs of the 
Africans.

(8) Revision of the civil and criminal codes to accord with the fore
going demands.

(9) Revision of the system of taxation to bring it into line with the 
above.

(10 Revision of labour legislation and its application to the mines and 

agriculture.

This Congress pledges to work unceasingly with and on behalf of 
its non-European brothers in South Africa until they achieve the status 
of freedom and human dignity. Ti.is Congress regards the struggle oi 
our brothers in Africa as an integral part of the common struggle for 
national liberation throughout Africa.

MA.YI BUYE I AFRICA I



THE PROTECTORATES OF BECIIUAff ALAND, BASUTOLAND AND SWAZILAND.

1. Since the Union of South Africa became a Dominion there has been 
developed an insistent urge to gain possession of the Native Protector
a t e  of Bechuanaland, Basutoland and Swaziland, covering a total area 
of 2^3,420 square miles, with a population of over 1,000,000. Control
of these territories is desired in order to (1 ) exploit the minerals
(2) secure more land for agriculture and farming' purposes, and (3 ) 
obtain additional supplies of cheap labour by taxing the natives.

2. In recent years this desire for expansion has assumed an aggressive 
form and has created great alarm among the natives of the Protectorates 
for they are the last remaining Africans in the southern part of the 
continent who 0wn land and enjoy a nominal independence.

3 . The Government of the Union of South Africa is demanding the 
immediate transfer of the Protectorates to the Union and is in corres
pondence with the Imperial Government on the subject. The Colonial 
Office has already set up a Joint Advisory Commission of South African 
and British officials to examine the question and propose ways and means 
of effecting transfer if and when Parliament agrees.

4. The African people object bitterly to being used as pawns in bar
gains between different member states of the British Commonwealth as a 
mean, of settling imperialist adjustments. Africans are not chattels 
to be bartered like cattle in the markets of wnite nations, where 
statesmen and diplomats, like brokers, do their trade in the name of 
Democracy and Peace.

5. The natives of the Protectorates look with horror upon such a pro
posal for they know of the slave conditions under which 8 million 
Africans in the Union live, who bear the brunt of taxation and other 
burdens but have no representation in Government. Eighty per cent of 
their lands have been taken away from them. They are denied the most 
elementary democratic rights - freedom of speech, press, assembly and 
movement. They are debarred from trade unions and excluded from 
skilled occupations by the Colour Bar. They are saddled with Pass Laws 
and other forms of repressive legislation. Recording their opposition 
to transfer, the Chiefs of Bechuanaland have adopted the following 
resolutions- "This meeting of Chiefs and Councillors present on behalf 
of tneir respective tribes of Bechuanaland Protectorates records its 
protest and objection to the incorporation of the territory in the 
Union of South Africa*1.

6 . The natives of the Protectorates demand that the British Labaur 
Government honour the promise of Protection made to their Chiefs by 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria’s Government during the latter part of the , 
last century in return for their allegiance to the British Crown.



THE Y/E3T INDIES:

V.re, the accredited and recognised representatives of the people 
of British Jest Indies and British Guiana in attendance at this Fifth 
Pan-African Congress held at Manchester, England, from 13-21 October, 
1945 do hereby demand for our people:-

(1) Federation of all British '.vest Indian Islands on a voluntary and 
equal basis founded upon complete Self-Government.

C?) Self Government based on universal Adult Suffrage for each island 
as a condition precedent to the establishment of such Federation, 
removal of all property and income qualifications for election to Pub
lic Offices.

I •

3 . The establishment of new industries and the development of existing 
ones and adequate legal protection therefor.

4. Opportunities for promotion and adequate facilities for native men 
and women to qualify for the highest offices and positions in the Civil 
Service and private industry.

5. Creation of a real Banking system to finance agricultural and indus
trial projects by providing cheap long-term credit.

6. Implementation of a Policy designed to make available, bring under 
useful cultivation and secure proper and efficient use of all arable 
land in order to obtain (a) production of food of sufficient quantity, 
quality and variety to secure good health for all the people (b) the 
maintenance and extension of principal export crops and research for 
new crops as well as profitable markets and (c) provision of the basis 
for industrial use and envelopment, proper marketing facilities, 
guaranteed fair minimum prices, Extension Services.

Planned Land Settlement.

7 . Immediate introduction of all forms of modern social legislation in 
existence in metropolitan areas, e.g. old age pensions, family allow
ances, national health and unemployment insurances, wages Courts of 
truly representative character, Employers' Liability Acts, as well as 
improvement of existing Workmen's Compensation Laws.

8. Immediate implementation of slum clearance and Housing Schemes 
designed to provide a sufficient number of good houses at economic 
rentals for workpeople, especially in rural areas.

9« Compulsory free education for all, both elementary and secondary, 
with provision of free books for all as well as free lunches for needy 
children. In any event, elementary school leaving age to be raised to
16. Vocational and Technical training' to be provided. Compulsory 
training in domestic science in all elementary schools. Tnnmedi 
establishment- of proposed Wes-fc Tndinn. Ijhiversi +,y.

1



10. Immediate overhauling and bringing up to date of all health lav/s 
and services.

/
11. Immediate establishment of Juvenile Courts and introduction of a 
modern system of reformatory schools, orphanages and childrens home 
with socialogical treatment.

12. Equal pay for equal work regardless of nationality, creed or sex.

1 3 . Removal of all disabilities affecting the employment of women,
e.g. removal of "marriage bar" for women employed in government services.

14. Modernisation of existing' Eastardy Laws, with legal provision for 
registration of fatuers with adequate safeguards.

1 5 . Raising of the Age of Consent to 16 (or 1 8 )

16. Abolition of school-girl system in domestic services.

1 7 . Legal enforcement for trades unions of all the rights and privi
leges enjoyed by trades union in industrial countries including fair 
labour code and adequate and proper permanent machinery for the fair, 
speedy and effective settlement of all trades and industrial disputes.

18. Creation of special departments for the development of all natural 
resources to provide (inter alia) regular employment at adequate living 
wages for all men and women able and willing to work - including _ 
establishment of organised water supplies in xural^areas; irrigating 
and drainage schemes and provision of cheap electric light and power 
projects for agriculture and industry etc.

20. Immediate geological surveys to determine natural resources of each 
territorial unit and of British West Indies and British Guiana as a whole.

21. Nationalisation of all basic industries vital to life and welfare 
of community and the de-casualising of .Labour in Government as well as 
private undertakings.

22. Public ownership of all public utilities e.g. transportation.

21. Proper and adequate system of gratuities and compensation for all 
demobilised service men and women and a comprehensive scheme for their 
re-absorption back into civilian life on equal basis with European 
service men and women.

24. Development and encouragement of village and cultural life by pro
vision of Community centres, playgrounds and libraries etc.

25. Increase of rate of taxes on higher income groups.

And we further declare that owing to the lack of travel facil- t 
ities and the fact that West Indian Islands are over-populated that



vest Indians domiciled in Europe and U.S.A. consider the formation of 
a West Indian Development and Welfare programme and the creation of a 
west Indian Development Fund for purposes of the education and indus
trialisation of the '.vest Indies and to assist the progressivement 
movements in the respective 'West Indian Territories.

^SO L U T I O N  OH AFR 0 - AI1SHI CAN S .

The Fifth Pan-African Congress greets the heroic struggles of 
the thirteen million people of African descent in the United States 
in their fight to secure the rights of full citizenship, political, 
economic and social. Africans and peoples of African descent through
out the world will continue to support their Afro-American brothers in 
their fight for their rights by intelligent organised planning, legal 
contention and political pressure. This Congress endorses Afro- 
American opposition to unequal distribution of wealth, the rule of 
wealth and the conduct of industry solely for private profit. This 
Congress su£>portS' the attitude of Afro-Americans in offering to unite 
their effort with trade union labour. This Congress believes that 
the successful realisation of the political, economic and social 
aspirations of the thirteen million people in the United States is 
bound up with the emancipation of all African peoples, as well as other 
dependent peoples and the working cl-ass everywhere*

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS presented by the delegation representing the 
Harmony and St. Andrews Divisions of the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association of Jamaica. _______________________________

1. Whereas racial discrimination has been meted out to the Negro race 
in every walk of life throughout trie world, i.e., in the Army, the 
Navy, the Air Force, Universities and Colleges, hotel accommodation, 
employment, and in other economic and social respects:

BE IT RESOLVED that w e , the members of the Universal Negro Improve
ment Association of Jamaica, respectfully ask this Congress to place 
before the Authorities concerned, our resentment at such discrimin
ation against the Negro race and our desire for its elimination as un
just and uncivilised.

2. Whereas there are outstanding barriers connected with transport
ation, especially where African descendants are concerned^ and whereas 
there are other signal impediments and restrictions to entering our 
Motherland, the Continent of Africa:; and whereas it is the desire of 
African descendants, especially in the West Indies, to enter and 
domicile in Africa:

BE IT RESOLVED that we, the members of the U.N.I.A. of Jamaica, 
respectfully ask this Congress to place before the Authorities con
cerned our demand for the immediate removal of all such barriers and 
restrictions.



3 . 1'i/hereas it is the desire of the Colonial Cffice and the inhabitants 
of the British West Indies that there should be a Federation of the 
British West Indies; and whereas there are overpopulated areas in some 
Colonies while there are uninhabited areas in others; and whereas the 
development of inter-communication ’among the islands would create 
better understanding and relationship; and whereas there are many 
economic benefits to be derived therefroms

BE IT RESOLVED that we, the members of the U.N.I.A. request the 
Fifth Pan-African Congress to impress upon the Colonial Office the 
urgent necessity of bringing into operation the proposed Federation.

4. Whereas World War No. 2 was fought, as expressed in the Atlantic 
Charter, for the freedom of all peoples;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Congress impress upon the Governments con
cerned that independence to African peoples throughout the world be 
given great and urgent consideration at the Feace Conference.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these Resolutions be placed before the 
proper Authorities for immediate consideration and action.

RESOLUTION ON ETHIOPIA, LIBERIA, HAITI-.

This Fifth Pan-African Congress sends fraternal greetings to the Gov
ernments and peoples of Ethiopia, Liberia and Haiti and pledges its 
support in mobilising world public opinion among Africans and peoples 
of African descent in defence of their Sovereign independence. We 
assure the Governments and peoples of these States that we shall ever 
be vigilant against any manifestation of Imperial encroachment which 
may threaten their independence.

We take this opportunity to inform the Imperial powers that we look 
with jealous pride upon these Nations and regard them as symbols of the 
realisation of the political hopes and aspirations of African peoples 
still under Imperialist domination.

RESOLUTION ON ETHIOPIA.

This Fifth Pan-African Congress sends its warmest greetings to the 
Emperor and peoples of Ethiopia, one of the three Free States in the 
world that are controlled by African peopleo It pledges itself to 
guard with jealousy the interests of Ethiopia.

1. This Congress condemns the suggestion that the Parts of Massawa and 
Asmara should be put under international control. It further condemns 
most strongly the attempts of the European Powers to impose conditions 
of Trusteeship which suggest that Ethiopia cannot be fully trusted to 
look after her own affairs.



2. In the interest of justice as well as of economic geography this 
Congress supports most heartily the claims of the Somalis and Eritreans 
to be returned to their Motherland instead of being parcelled out to 
foreign powers.

3 . This Congress demands the immediate withdrawal of the British Mili
tary Administration from Ethiopian soil.

4. This Congress calls upon the United Nations Relief Organisation to 
extend to Ethiopia the same aid as being afforded to the other victims 
of aggression.

RESOLUTION ON COLOURED SEAlviEN IN GREAT BRITAIN i
That this Fifth Pan-African Congress, now in session in the City 

of Manchester, views with horror the treatment of disabled ex-Seamen, 
both African and of African descent, and particularly the case of B. 
Johnson of Manchester and others in Great Britain, and demands that a 
Committee be set up by the Colonial Office with the least possible delay, 
with a view to their repatriation to the homeland.

RESOLUTION OF COLOURED PROBLEM IN GREAT BRITAIN:
To secure equal opportunities for all Colonial and Coloured 

people in Great Britain, this Congress demands that discrimination on 
account of race, creed or colour be made a criminal offence by lav/.

That all employments and occupations shall be opened to all 
qualified Africans, and that to bar such applicants because of race, 
creed or colour shall be deemed an offence against the law.

That the Negro Welfare Centres and other African organisations 
(social and religious) whicn have been doing legitimate welfare work 
among coloured children, students, seamen and other works, shall be 
feiven every encouragement and assistance by the responsible Authorities 
to continue the vital social work in which they are engaged.

TEXT OF RESOLUTION ON NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN JAVA;

That the Fifth Pan-African Congress, comprising people of Africa and 
African descent n 6w in session in the City of Manchester, extends it 
fraternal greetings to the struggling peoples of Java and Indo-China 
in their struggle against Dutch and French Imperialisms, and pledges its 
solidarity to them in their fight for national freedom and economic 
emancipation.

Hands off Java I Hands off Indo-China 1

MESSAGE TO THE TOILING MASSES OF INDIA.

'We, the representatives of African peoples and peoples of African descent 
assembled at the Fifth Pan-African Congress in Manchester, do hereby 
send fraternal greetings to the toiling masses of India through the
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