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INTRODUCTION: There was ~rebably no black man in . outh Africa, 
50 

whose name was/ much in the mouth f the public and the press! 
~ 

~n the middle and towards the end f the l~th Centi ry as that of 

Montshiwa ( r M ntsioa as it has been corrupted.; There was 

certainly no bet t er known African name in outh Africa and 

ngland in those years commencing in l8~O and ending 1886, and 

no erson was more admired, lienised, Jetted, courted, and caressd 

by the one uro" ean section , while he was at the same time hated 

abused, cursed, villified and damned by the other sect ion • 

• uch is the p erson whose life it is intended to sketch in these 

paies - M ntshiwa, chief of the Tshidi branch of the Barolon~ 

tribel ince prehistoric times, the frican tribe known as the 
t.~ 

arolong has inhabited tbe high plate~u right in the cehter of 

- outh Africa. This table - land is ., OQ feet above sea level 

and forms the wal ter s hed of the affluents f tbe Limpo 0 a 

( t rocodile or ud 0 .RiTer on the Eas t, and the much smaller Molo G 

river on the vest. 

It i ... sUJPosed by ethnologists that in the fifteenth , six te-

enth or seventeenth centur' eB , these ~eo Ie were forced to xm 
migrate southwards from their traditional home in Central Africa 

by inter- nacine wars, due to many tribes in equatorial Africa 

ushing one another southward in the same manner as railway truc b 

ush each other. 

The ~arolong peoJle were fir~st introduced to wri~ en records 

~ and history! 1823 by a hmmble mis s i~nary- amuel ~rQadbent who met 

a sec t ion of them during their migration for the same r eason of 

war. This section finally settled at Thabancho nea r Easutolan' 

in what is now thw Oragae Free _tate , under t h ier chief Mo ruka. . 

Under this chief , a,nd here at Thabancho they first made 

history , so far back as the time of the Great Trek in 18 36 by 
friendship 

showini frienshi~ and hos'itality to Hendrik pot~ieter and his 

trek ~arty in thl~r hour of distress and peril . 



The first historic8.1 menti<!m and wri tting of the name 

.]}J;ontshiwa. twas proba.bly at this time, in the decade 1830 -

18~O. It would be~ of course by the Barolong XXXEE missionary 

James rchbell and his colleagues, and :possibly by the kindly 

and interesting diarist the eerW~de Erasmus mit. Apiritual 

guide of the Potgieter voortrekl(er party. The name migh t ale 

appear in the historical records of the time, when the ~arolong 
A. 

princes - the sons of Moroka and Tawana at Thabancho led forlYs 

against the asotho, and came frequently into collision with the 

• sons or Moshoeshoe to the latters. annoyance at thier thieving ."-

propensiti,les. 

We are on surer ground when we come down a decade later to the ~ 
) 

year 1850. 
, 

Montshi?la tS father and his section of the Barolong 

had left Thabanche for their home on the Molopo river; 
.t-

MontshiWa had soon sucqeded his father Tawana in the chieftain-

ship of the Tshidi branch of the :5arolong at Lotlhakane, and was 

receiving verbal and xt wrirten connnunications from his Dutch'" 
e. 

! frikCl.ner neighbours exhile rated- by the munifi,ence of the , and 

River Convention of 1852. 

The name of Montshiwa and that of the Tshidi Earolon~ comes 

prominently into the lime light f history in connection with the 

disputes of the diamond f ields (1871) in which Moroka and 

Montshiwa , emong others, claimea ownership of the diamondiferous 
a..s'::.CJI'!..Udid~ k 1'~()t 

lands. 'Ie meet them again,(wi th! Matlaba in t?-e ~boundary disputes 
h. , I 1krz~ c:t..Df..Ji6 

of the wester~~ransvaalOf 1881 to 1885 . ~ were the %&pE~i~~ 

re~ercussions of the Transvaal far of Independence, ~ which L, 
• .fru..(;.w-e-~ .. ,.,,.£y ~~~ " ~J 

culmina ted in the famous M~juba eptsode in Natal i a:ml the Warren 
#\/ 

, ~};ledi tion in :BeChUanala.nd/ l88i. In these controvers ies, 

MontshiVla comes much into prominence and has much praise ac corded 

him by the nglish people and equally as much abuse heaped on 

him by the Dutch - Afrikaner people . His name is now associated 

with that of Moshete (Moshett) another Barolong chief, but always 

en the obverse side. That is to say that when praise and 



. - " 

approbation are heaped on the one, censure and ap~robrium are 

hurled at the other v i ce versa. 

Finally we meet Montshiwa and his Earoleng in connection with the 

Anglo-Doer War 1899-1902 when they fought side by side with the 

Eritish in defence of their town of Mafikeng which WaS besieged 
.e...;'" 

with the ~uropean town of Mafi~ng by the Transvaal commandos, 

and defende~ by Maj - Gen Eaden- owell • 

. Above we have menti oned ]Ioshete , !~onts i VTa ,I~oroka and l!.atlaba 0 

All these are Barolong chieftains; each of them the principal 

chie f of one or another of the four main sections of the Earolon~ 
the 

tribe, these divisions being " 1\ " Ratlou at Khunwana in the 

Lichtenbur~ District and also atetlagole, Kraaipan , Madibago, 
.e.-i" 

lotsitlane,. Phitshane, Tshidile1Polomo in the Mafj,kenfj; District, -
and at Ganyesa and Morolaieng in the Vryburg District; (b) the 

-e... ,i, 
Tshidi branch at Mafik~ng , (c) the eleka branch at Thabanch~J 

and (d) the Rapulana branch at Lotlhakane (Reitfontein) in the 
.e,,Z.. 

Maf~keng District and also at Bodibe (~olfcntein) in the 
~ 

Liohtenburg District. 

These sections or branches of the Earolong tribe originate 

from one commo n stem cmd their chief'S descend from one man - Tau, 

who was king of one graat arolong tr.Lbe in fonner times. 

These former times are however, near enough to leave us in no 

doubt about the rank and precedence according to. seniprity of 
c-\ tru.-~ j I~' ~ 11~~ A-~~ t'b '~*f 

birth/ being derived from the order of the sons of Tau and ~erpe-

tuatea in their progeny, and that order being RatIon, Tshidi, 
their 

Ml.kgetla , eleka, Rapulana, represented at Jresent by thter offspring . 
?~ . 

in 

oshete, Montshiwa ,/ MorOka and Matlaba, 'f'-Uj>~~ , 





.A.1.ifTECEDENfl' AND cam: ALOGY: Montshiwa was born in or about the 

year 1815 the year of the famous battle of Waterloo which 

encompassed the fall of rapoleon . The month was probably August . 

The date is arrived at by reference to the average age of ~ 

Montshiwafs regiment or age -grou, or mopfiato - the MantVla, who 

were borm between 1812 and 1817 and were initiated in t o manhood 

in 183~. Montshiwa, being a chief's son would be among the 

youn~est of his grou~ at the time of initiation. The date is 

also arrived at by collation of famous events in the history of 

tbe Tahidi and other branches of ' the Earolong tribe such as the 
~navas~on N 
ldl~V'ilal.OU of the Ma,tha tis i hordes. and the sack of Ellunwana by' the 

-ttU: Matebele; also bYA estimates of Travellers like Emil Holub and 

missionabies like John Mackenzieo 

The great king Tau of the Earolong had died a warriots death~{~ 
/"7 (:,~ 

~~r ~. In spite of accasional hivings- off from the mother tribe 

owing to differences ::.t.:ti:.»B and disputes about succession, the 

numerous and powerfUl Barolong tribe had, during many years of 

southward migration and inter-tribal wars mos tly kept together , 
as a com act body owing allegiance to one king, down to the time , 

of Tau, 14th of 15 th in descent from Morolon~ the traditienal 

and half .. ,mythical founder of the tribe. 
4~ 17~Q 

Tau was a great warrior, and/ he died at Taun~ about the year r66I 

th e awe which he haa inspil'ed ClJ.!1ona?; Gb..e aurrounuing tribes came ~ 

to a sudden end, and as one they ~ rose to shake off the irksome 
their 

yoke of tht'r Earolong overlords. 

Under the com]>arati vel.y weti/,k leadership of Nthufa- Tau's YJWl(6er 
~I"t-. 

brother and regent for TaU'S sons, the Barolong fled ~ their 

enemies from one encampment to another until they came to tlit '.,...;. tt~ 
Cllro.: 

1110 __ etlagole about 1770, which they made their permanent heme. 

With external danger removed, interhLl dissensions arose j resulting 

in the breakingJe r the tribe illte five sections each acknowledg ing 

one or another of the five sons of Tau as its king. These sons 

of Tau are, in order of seniority- Ratlou, Tshidi, Makgetla) 



If 
~ 

::h:lJC-I\,d";.- : Ir.:~, .fl,.C<f.{. C)(fi7J,- S6M - .&.LJ.- th.P'j .: U; .. ·J14'1tvft..<e..~-. 

. ~ 

eleka and Rapulana, whence we have! Ratlou :iaroloni:, the Tshidi 

arolon~, the Makgetla Barolon~, the Celeka Barolong and the 

Kapulana Barolong. X This gra~hic schema may be useful: 

TAU X.l Kgamana daughter f Morakile ---Ratlou, Modisa 

X.2 Kabasana f1 It Mabule ---Tshidi 

X.3 M.tshwaabangwe 

x • .t Moshwaana 

~. X means married 
___ )- n 

begot 

" 

" ?? 

---Makgetla, Maleme, 
Mas e t tlut 

--- 'eleka, Rapulana,& 
Ramhi tshana 

From the secondj of these sons of Tau, namely Tshidi , Montshiwa 

descends. ) Tshidi is however no 

founde r of the Barolong cIano 

~~ 

more than a titular/ nominal 
1~ cf J/~ e.~n, 

From ·tts very emergence/ autho-

rity was weiled on his behalf by Makgetla of the third house, who 
1I1.tw" JsI~ 

W~ much older/ and on aff ectionate ter.ms with Kab~ana - Tshidi's 
I 

mother. 

~ fter an undistin~uished career, Tshidi was killed in a battle 

against the Digoja, a primitiTe ~ataung tribe somewhere about 

nl~~ Marnusa (the present chweizer-Reneke) about the year 17?i. 

1 

X.l Ma.etswane --- Mojanku, Mojankunyana, Thutlwa "i1.HUTLl'vA 

X.2 Khukhu - - -Mo k~o th u 
e 

X.3 Ehulchwana ---Leshom0, Mabina 

1? ---Xhatane, ' aniWega~e. 

To ~shidi are clredite~ several children, namely Mojanku, 
k 

Moj ankunyana, rputlwa, Mokgothu, Leahomo, Mabina and Mangwegape, 

by several wivea, and in that order af r ank. 
... . 

Under Makgetla, the re-united Tshidi and Makgetla xx clans now 

lef t ~etlagole and settled at Phi tahane, while the eleke, and 
h-JI: M<4 

Rapul~ma clCl,ns also· A went to Lotlhakane, Leaving the 'etlai;ole 
the 

commonwealth to/ angry RatIon clan. t Phitahane the Tshidi-Makge.-

tls. clan was invaded by the Ratl ou cl .. n under Modirwagale - a 
.t 

senior son of Ratlou. In the ba.ttle that ensued 7hutlwa the ·~ 



;~. t:,: 
.". 

scion of the Tshidi family and ward of Makgetla was 
leaving . 

killed, ~UR 

Makgetla. the virtual chie f of the Ts hidi - Makgetla 
/-l!,I..~ 

clan. iie 

was surviyed by his wives and several children , some of them 
cflkL~J~ 

natural . lDQst of them puta,tive . a.mt some o·the;rs raised to him loni; 



~~l t I r 
j -r r 

7 
~ 

In Tswana law, if a man, and especially a man of royal rank - dies 

and leaTes a wi dow, and especially if he dies childless, one of 

his brothers may legitimately procreate with his widow (or widoWB ) ~ 

~he children se raised are counted to the deceased. Th us a ma,n 

dying, say in 196Q can have children born to him in 1962 and _ 

subsequent years. Even if he dies in early youth prior to hi. 

marriage, a brother may take a woman to wham the deceased was be-

trothed, r for that matter any woman, and beget children with her 

on behalf of his deceased brother. This is ter.med 'raisin" the 

I 1 \ seed to the deceased ~Qr keepin~ the fire burning in the heuae of 

the deceased'. It is an attem])t at prepetuity; it i a almost a 

defiance of mortality. 

The childJen so raised are regarded in every respect as c~ming 
from the loins of the deceased) and they enja y his itatus and rights 

to the fu~lest extent. 
/u;rtM.tJ. 

uch were some of the sons af Tau/ and ~~ 

~eir issue; such were most of the issue of Tshidi , and such some r.l ! f 
f ~I <\ ~ . if not most of 
t t~l~\ 11-
~ ~ 

he issue of Tshidi 's son Thutlwa, and such also ~ 

.. ~ R 
~ .... ~ ~ ..,. , ~. ~. before. 10' f 

the issue of their predecessors fo r centuries and ~p~ centuries 
-~. 6<;\"1'"0 1Cn':f 

It is known amoni! antiQ.uari~,ns that Tshidi the ]PU ta t i 1'e 

~ (A ~ -.1: <......-{.. ~ ~ son of Tau was in fact the natura.l son of . eleka , the eldest of . 
_~ r ~F t t 'P~wt. 
._~~ '" Tau's own sons, tna~ fhutlwa and h1a brGther Mokgothu, the •• tative 

III > "" - l:! I · e "" . ~ 
r~ '~ i sons of Tshidi were in point of fact the natural sons of Makgltla -
- ~ {" ~ 1. ~ ~ Tshidi fS half brQther . l .t ia, even said that 1!au and his brother 
~ Lt · ~ 
~ k Tawana the fathe.r of ll[ontshiwa and Molema and o the rS- Tau and Tawana 
~~ . t j ,t 
~ ,I" f though sUJPosed t ~be ':Chutlwats sons were, in Joint of fact the 
t . f1 ~ I .t 
~ 1 ~ na.tural sons of ;g:okgothu, hutlwa IS brother of j unio.r r~~ What a. 

i ~ 1 confus i on of inheri tance 0 I'lb.a t a muddle of s ucees s i on and s uce a-

~ t ~ s s ion of muddle and confusion. It requires no great stretch of 
~ ~ ~, 
~'f'C ' ~ imagination to visualise the irregularities and disor~der ~1?~ 

~ ~ im]>orted into kil1~ly success ion, and to realise the reasons for ~ 

~ the frequent disputes and divisions arising tllarO rom. 

the reason , as we shall 

~, refused to 

,«;~?f~ 
see later,. why Leshomof installed 

This was 

as regent 

vacate ·the seat for him. contrary to 



law" he maintained that Tawana waS the son of his (Leshomots) ~ 

youn£er brothe~ - Mokgothu. 

As the wards of the Ts~idi arolong clan are still graded 

ac c o~ding to the rank of ~utlwars sons, and as ~utlwa is 

Montshiwa ·s ~~father. it is well to~~ ~utlwats children. 

They are Tau and Tawana and Moshwela by the first house - compos ed 

of three sisters - Morwa, Morwanyane and Motshidisi. daughters of 

' ~etlhu ~akgetla, and ~arried as one person to su ~lement each 

other, a thing which can only happen in Tswana. life. Then comes 

Leke;etho adopted and interpolated int0 the second house, very much 

as Moroka placed his adopted son Tshi.inara above his (Morokats) .u 

own childr1n. Next comes Masetlha by the third house, t hen Legae 
Ii~~s "i1'1.t"\:j .&e. ry1'e~'I'~ 

L-
and Lekone by the fourth house and fEnally Matsheka. ~ chamatica-

TLl/u TLWA 
Ily , - THUTLW, x.I 

v 
(1.$ f41Gi :> ~ 

x.3 

Ca) 

(b) 

(oj 

t. 

Morwa, daughter of Makgetla 

Morwanyane II It II 

Motshidisi n " 
Ma-Lekgetho with issue 

Mmu, daughter of Maetso 

Kefalotse It tI Motlhaku 

Ma.sukutsVlaae II Nthufa 

Tau 

Ta\7ana 

.- Moshwela 

Lelcgetho 

Masetlha 

Legae, Lekone 

-- Matsheka. 

Wi th the denisa of Thutl\va, Mekgetla, who ha.4 success fully 
( ,6~a.,.f~ 

mated the Tshidi and Mak~etla clan1aad had been regent for 

the highest ranking of 1hutlwa's surviving sons. e was 

Tawana -

thus the 

e.f fecti ve ruler of the Tshidi-Makgetla union . . for three .t~eneratio 
Jte.- ~o...rJ f'-f~{- ..,/~. r- ~tlA-L:>l" // /1:0_<-./ 

-rPvtA..-fl~a/ I a.,,-~L ~ . f u..."·J«-l!Cy -,....e.s=l 
·~~lJ2...H" - t.:n~ iSlvU£t ~ ~ 

'l-l.- t<ri-~~ [P"I \"- ~"-...LU . 



Bad blood and a constant, state of wa.r existed between the Tsndi .. 

Mak~etla triie and the ~ahurutshe tribes of Madikwena (Marice) 

under Kentle and ~nyana. In one of the frequent claahes be 
.f; 

between them, Mokgothu, younger brother of thut~wa was slain • 

~on after, about 179 Makgetla led a powerful army 1; aq;a inst 

the clan of Manyana to avenge this death of Mokgothu . He aarri-

ed all before him, 

but at the very end 

Lesh~o, the eldest 

utterly routed them and captured many cattle, 

of the battle he was himself ~y wo\.1l ded. 
.t 

surviving brother of 7hutlwa and Mokgothu 

was now a~pointed regent for Tawana a lad of about l~ yea.rso 

/<iVO About 1800 Leshomo the new regent moved from Lotlhalcane to 

Ga-Tshebethwane near the present D1saneni. This he WaS fo~ed 
) 

to do by the frequent attacks of the Eushmen, and alse becaUie 

Modi~va~ale J who had driven the ~shidi ~eo~le from Phitshane 
t 

16 miles further west had been crushe& by M kalaka and had filed te 

the &tlhapinq;. where h~ subsequently died . Ga-Tshebethwane lies 

JgJ~ in the wed~e formed by the confi ence of the Molopo RiTer and 

-p I Ramatlabama sprui t.1 /\~ 181. serious trouble developed between 
I 

~eshomo and his nephew Tawana( for wh~ he had been now acting 
to wu-c'~ 1fli-, 

for ab,:ut 24 years, and showed no inclt1nation of vacating ~ 

seat for its ri~htful owner, although Tawana was now a man of3Q 

years and had severa.l wiTes and children. 

By his first wife Dikgang, who by the way was Leshomds daughter, 
'NV..u.P;-

he had already four daughters ~. M ~{anyane, Motshidisi , 
t.t,.. 1'1(:)1il-~ 

amoraila. and Manca! . .By his second wif. - Mosela./, a prince ss of 

the Rapulana clan of the Barolong tribe, he had four sons, -

eetsela, Tlala, Motshegare and Molema, and a daughter Maj ~g. 
~ .e..-

And Jhis third wif! ebudi. the daughter of Phetlhu was eXJectant. 

Here comes ano.ther interesting Tswana custom. 'ebudi., altaough 

married third in .oint of time was I recognised as Tawana's ~ri­

n cipal wif., and therefere Tawanats issue by her took recedence of 

rank above his issue by other wives. even though such children 
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