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MONTAHIWA

INTRODUCTIONS ‘There was prebably ne black man in seuth Africa,
whose name wa{?ﬁuch in the moeuth eof the publie and the pres%/
In the middle and towards the end eof the 19th Cent@ry as that of
Montshiwa (er Montsioa as it has been corrupted.) There was
certainly ne better knewn African name in south Africa and
England in these years ceommencing in 18%0 and ending 1886, and
ne person was more gdmired, lienised, petted, courted, and caressd
by the one Kuropean section, while he was at the same time hated
abused, cursed, villified and damned by the other section.
such is the persen whese life it is intended te sketch in these
pages = MrntshiWa, chief of the Tshidi branech ef the Baroleng
tribej? #ince prehisteric times, the African tribe knewn as the
Barblong has inhabited the high plateau right in the 2;;@2; of
south Africa. This table-=land is 4,8Q0 feet abeve sea level

and ferms the wafter shed of the affluents ef the Limpopo =

(ciocodile er Ud@)River on the Zast, and the _much smaller Molcpe

whale
" we.
#

river on the VWest.

It is supposed by ethnolegists that in the fifteenth, sixte~
enth or seventeenth centurées, these people were forced to im
migrate southwards from their traditienal heme in Central Africa
by inter=nacine wars, due to many tribes in eguaterial Africa
pushing one another scuthward in the ssame manner as railway trucks
push each other. tv%ﬂﬁu

The Barolong people were firfdst introduced te wrilten records
and history/l&23 by a humble missiénary-samuel Broadbent who met
a gection of them during their migration fer the same r eason of
ware This section finally settled at Thabanche nezr Basutoland
in what is now the Qramge Free itate, under thier chief Morska.

Under this chief, and here at Thabanche they first made
histery, se far back as the time of the Great Trek in 1836 by

friendship . :
showing frienship and hespitality te Hendrik retgieter and his

trek party in th%hr hour of distress and perile.



The first historical mention and writfing of the name
tliontshiwg* was probably at this time, in the decade 1830 =
184¢Q. It would bey ef course by the Barolong XxikE missionary
James Archbell and his celleagues, and pessibly by the kindly
and interesting diarist the eerwé&de Erasmus 8mit, 8piritual
guide of the Potgieter veortrekker party. The nzme might alse
appear in the histerical recerds of the time, when the Baroleng
erinces = the seons of Mercka and Tawana at Thabanche led fof?ys
against the Basetho, and came freguently into collision with the
sons eof lMoshoeeshoe te the 1atte£§ annoyance at thier thieving
propensitifes.

We are on surer ground when we come down a decade later to the ez
year 1880Q. Montshiwats fgther and his section of the Barolong
had left Thabanchg¢ for their home on the Melope river;
llentshiwa had seon sucégded his father Tawana in the chieftain=
ship of the Tshidi branch of the Baroclong at Lotlhakane, and was
receiving verbal and mt wrilten communications frem his Dutch=
Afrikener neighboure exhilerated by the munifﬁénce of tﬁe fand
River Convention of 1882.

The name of lontshiwa and that ef the Tshidi Baroleng comes
prominently inte the lime light ef histery in connection with the
disputes of the diamond fields (1871) in which Meroka and
Mentshiwa, among others, clah@ei ownership of the diamendiferous

assoealed  fio nama of
lands.  We meet them againﬁwit@/ﬁatlaha in tpe‘poundary disputes
of the westergFransvaa#of 1681 te 1885;ﬂxg;2;+;t;e the rRRExERSSRW
repercussions of the Transvaal War of Independence, &né which

v Ll wrere only Rrmaaked ,(;j
culminated in the famous Majuba epusede in Natal emd the Warren

Bxpedition in Bechuanaland?ZBBS. In these controversies,
Mentshiws comes much into prominence and has much praise accorded
him by the Bnglish people and equglly as much abuse heaped on
him by the Dutch - Afrikaner people. His name is now associated

with that of loshete (Meshett) anether Barolong chief, but always

en the obverse side, That is to say that when praise and



approbation are heaped on the one, censure and approbrium are
hurled at the other vice versa.
Finally we meet Montshiwe and his Barcleng in connection with the
Angle=Boer War 1899-1902 when they fought side by side with the
‘British in defence of their teown of Mafikeng which was besieged
with the Burepean town eof Maizkéﬁg by the Transveal commandos,
and defendedky by laj-Gen Baden-Powell. s Lol
. Abeve we have mentioned Moshete,AVontsiwawHoroka and Matlaba.
All these are Bareolong chieftainsi each of them the principal
chief of eone or another of the four main sections of the Baroleng
tribe, these divisions belngtE? Ratlou at Khunwana in the
Llchtenbur; District and alse at Setlagole, Kraaipan, Madibego,
lietsitlene, Phitshane, Tshidilamelome in the Maﬁikeng District,
and at Ganyess and Morekweng in the Vryburg Distriet; (b) the
Tshidi branch at Mafzké;g, (e¢) the 8eleka branch at Thabanche,
and (q) the Rapulena branch at Letlhakane (Reitfontein) in the
Mafi'lzgng District and alse at Bedibe (Polfentein) in the
Lichtenburg District.

These sections er branches of the Barolong tribe originate
from one ceommon stem and their chiefs descend frem one man = Tau,
whe was King eof ene great Baroleng tribe in fermer times,

These former times are hewever, near enough to leave us in ne
doubt abeut the rank and precedence according teo senlority of
of e Chiths , lal order of frecedonee ateoveling fo Senierity
birth/belng derived frem the order of the Sens of Tau and perpe=
tuated in their progeny, and that erder beinthgtlou, Tshidi,
eir

Makgetla, $eleka, Rapulana, represented at present by thékr effspring. in

Phefhi :
Moshete, Mentshiwa,/Moroka. and Matlsabay WWW&Y .



Weacller drad peewdl, deeol — bt decs seeceC pemas pUif /fo {2
{ s dave vl @0




L
ez,

ANTECEDENTS AND GENEALOGY: Montshiwa was bern in or about the
year 1819 ﬁhe &ear of the famous battle of Waterleo which
encompgcsed the fall of Mapoleon. The month was Pprobably August,
The date is arrived at by reference te the average age of Y
Montshiwg's regiment or age=group or mophate - the Mantwa, whe
were borm between 1812 and 1817 and were initiated into manhood
in 1838+ lMontshiwa, being a chief's son would be among the
youngest of his group at the time of initiation. The date is

also arrived at by collation of famous events in the history ef

the Tshidi and oether branches of the Bareolong tribe such as the

inavasion N
Hg¥aslon of the Mathatisi herdes and the sack of Khunwana by the
latebele; also bx&estimates of Travellers like Bmil Holub and

missionaiies like John Mackenzieo

The great king Tau of the Barolong had died a warriers Buath gl

{2ee -
Yamr . In spite of accasional hivings.-eff from the mother tribe

710

ewing to differences Xxike and disputes about succession, the
nuuerous and powerfal Barolong tribe had,during many years of

southward migration and inter=tribal wars mostly kest together

>

as a compact body owing allegiance to one king, doewn to the time §

of Tau, l4th of 18th in descent from Merolong the traditienal

and half.mythical founder of the tribe.
Ashan j7Tee
Tau was a great warrier, anQ/he died at Taung about the year 166§

tie awe which he had inspired auong (he surrounding trives came

te & sudden end, and as ene they # rose to shake off the irkscme
their
yoke of theéér Barolong overlerds.

Under the comparatively weak leadership of NWthufa- Tau's ysunger
E4 1€

brother and regent for Tau's sons, the Barolong fled f£2em their

enemies from one encampment to another until they came torhérfbnnwr
éfgg;Zagole about 177¢Q, which they made their permanent home.

With external danger removed, interhal dissensiens arose,resulting

in the breaking’of the tribe inte five sections each acknowledging

one or another eof the five sons of Tau as its kinge. These sons

of Tau are, in order of seniority= Ratlou, Tshidi, Makgetla,
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#eleka and Rapulana, whence we have/Ratlou Barclong, the Tshidi

Bareleng, the Makgetla Barolong, the Leleka Barolong and the
Rapulana Barolong.X This graphiec schema may be usefuls

TAU X.1 Kgamana daughter ef Morakile ---Ratlou, Medisa

X.2 Kabasana " # Jabule ~~=Tshidi
X.3 Motshwaabangwe " %3 ~~=lfakgetla, Maleme,
Masetlha
Xe4 Moeshwaana " 292 --=3eleks, Rapulana,&
Ramhitshana

N.B. X means married

. w—— " begot

From the secondd of these sons of Tau, namely Tshidi , Montshiws
o

descends.} Tshidi is however no more than a titular/nominal :

i 0f e elan
founder of the Barolong clane Prom its very emergence/authe-
rity was weiled on his hehalf by Makgetla of the third house, who

M\,Tsl»wbv
was much elder/and on afrfectionate terms with XKabasana = Tshidi's
mother.
A After an undistinguished career, Tshidi was killed in a battle
against the Digoja, 2 primitive Bataung tribe somewhere about

(11%” Mamussa (the present Schweizer-Reneke) about the year 1775.

~ T&HIDI X.l Maetswane --- Mojanku, Mojankunyana, Thutlwa %Hu7iwa

& Xe«2 Khukhu =-=lokgothu
e
X.3 Khukhwane =---Leshomo, Mabina

ey ) &1 -==Thatane, llangwegape.

-

To Tshidi are cgrediteds several children, namely Mojanku,
&
I Mejankunyana, ghutlwa, Mokgothu, Leshome, liabina and Mangwegape,
by several wives, and in that oerder ef rank.

Under Makgetla, the re-united Tshidi and Makgetla Ek clans now

left Setlagole and settled at Phitshane, while the 3deleka and
Lefl ard
Rgpulana clans alsoj&went to Lotlhakane, ieawing the setlagole
the
cemmonwealth t%/angry Ratleou clan. At Phitshane the Tshidi-Makge@-

tla clan was invaded by the Ratleu clan under Medirwagale = a

L
senior son of Ratleu. In the battle that ensued yhutIWa the -sed



leaving

scion of the Tshidi family and ward of Makgetla was killed, lres—xig

Phedleo
Makgetls the virtual chief of the Tshidi - lMakgetka clan. =6

was survived by his wives and several children, some of them
qfﬂLlhaZrAung
natural, mest eof them putative, and some otkers raised to him leng

after his death. T ’ :
Mnkaalio, wes forendt f voesk fllilstace avel wwpet Lo
. wa Selope  acljpecat- Ao W Sotefea el




AFTLang (943.‘ ":‘?'f

—

. gy PILTIIE

b 2 4
b

SPeery s YTy YR wreerRl

/
—

. ,‘.::_.Z/'QM/‘ 411__7.31 “rspaf/o?] ﬁuh-t_o/SLﬁu_. ,.j[?
9’0$ e L/

/.

PY SO PTYR RS Yy @Y
1&"‘?%

%
- ""’51 &
Bl i = )

N7t Tl o

j?mﬁq??:%
PP oot I j; >

vt 4o rartblroml! voyy HosTy Y U

In Tswana law, if a man, and especially a man of reyal rank - dies
and leaves a widew, and especially if he dies childless, one of
his brothers may legitimately procreate with his widow (or widows),
The children se raised are counted te the deceased. Thus z man
dying, say in 196Q can have children born to him in 1962 and
subsequent years. Even if he dies in early youth prior te his
marriage, a brether may take a woman to whém the deceased was be=
trothed, er for that matter any weman, and beget children with her
en behalf of his deceased brether. This is termed *raising &&e
secd to the deceasedf/or‘\keeping the fire burning in the heouse of
the deceased?s It is an attempt at prepetuity; it ig almost a
defiance of mortality.
The childgen 80 raised are regarded in every respect as coming
from the loins eof the deceased,and they enjay his itatus aqd rights
to the fullest extent. &®uch were some of the sons of fﬁﬂ;ﬁgz Sueh
their issuej such were mest of the issue of Tshidi, and such some
if not most of the issue of Tshidi's son Thutlwa, and such also ef
the issue of their predecessors for centuries and gpmé centuries
“Bhidly Baroleng
before. It is known among/antiquarians that Tshidi the putative
son of Tau was in fact the natural sen of Selek,, the eldest of
Tau's own sons, thét égutlw; and his brother llokgothu, the tﬁ@ﬁfﬁve
sons of Tshidi were in point of fact the natural sons of Makg:tla -
Ishidi's half brethere It i8 even said that Tau and his brether
Tawana fhe father of Mantshiwa and Melema and others-Tau and Tawana
though supposed tdbe é%utlwa's sons were, in point of fact the
st sent of AApRNIEIRN Taviher o3 LNGYE Sk BN
confusion of inheritances What a muddle of succession and succe=~
8:ion of muddle and confusion. It requires no great stretch of
imagination te visualise the irregularities and disorgder tanat Fhuns
imported inte kingly suecession, and to realise the reasons for Xk
the freguent disputes and divisions arising thnrégﬁram. This was
smnele of R

the reason, as we shall see later, why Leshomeﬁ installed as regeni

»

faf/azgégﬁ, refused to vacate the seat for him. Centrary to



law, he maintained that Tawana was the son of his (Leshomo's) xnnng‘

younger brothee - Mokgothu. > :

As the wards of the Tshidi Barolong clan are still graded
L
according to the rank of ﬁ%utlwa's sons, and as ghutlwa is
grend erumernile
iontshiwa's grestfather, it is well to disewibe 4%utlwa's children.
They are Tau and Tawana and Meshwela by the first house = composed
of three sisters - Morwa, Merwanyane and Motshidisi, daughters eof
Fhetlhu Jakgetla, and married as one person to supylement each
other, a thing which can only happen in Tswana life. Then comes
Lekgetho adopted and interpolated into the second house, very much
as Moroka placed his adopted son Tshipinare above his (lloroka's) zm
own childr?n. Next comes Masetlha by the third house; then Legae
Trus My be Mpregoniedl

and Lekone by the fourth house and funally Matsheka. o 8chemafica=

Thbfu TLWA
lly'— THUTIWA x.1 (a) Morwa, daughter of Makgetla ==~ Tau

“sfq““”z (b) Morwanyane ® " -~ Tawana
(o) Motshidisi ® ® " - Moshwelé
X.3 ' Ma-Lekgetho with issue Lekgetho
Xe3 Imu, daughter of laetso == Masetlha
X4 Kefalotse % Metlhaku -- Tegae, Lekone
X.3 Masukutswane # Nthufa == Matsheka.

£
With the démise of ghutlwa, lMlekgetla, who had successfully amalga=
beeam,
mated the Tshidi and Makgetla clansland hed—been regent for Tawana =

the highest ranking of ghutha's surviving sons. He was thus the

effective ruler of the Pshidi-iMakgetla unien for three fgenerations.
i‘e, Ao fi—z' /"I‘e"/‘éq ’0{07 —E/M—ﬂbt// //:p dc 07-‘-.‘/‘_5 ol ’{;" Thedte Seee
ﬂb“‘{w e o “‘L ’( o f"v»(b/(?, ’f’f“*c tl—z ‘fp"" 'W,‘(,;La‘ ‘-a_& Lo /WL\A/ .
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Bad blood and a constant state of war existed between the Tshdi =
Makgetla trive and the Bahurutshe tribes of Madikwena (Marice)
under Kentle and Manyana. In one of the freguent clashes b
between them, Mokgothu, youhger broether of ﬁ%utlwa Was slain .
#oon after,about 1790 Makgetla led a powerful army Yg against
the clan of Manyana to avenge this death of lekgothu. He earri-
ed all before him, utterly routed them and captured many cattle,
but at the very end of the battle he was himself my woutl ded.
Leshomo, the eldest surviving brether of é%utlwa and Mekgothu
was now appointed regent for Tawana a lad of about 1% years.
About 18Q0Q Leshomoe the new regent meved from Lotlhakane teo
Ga-Y‘shebethwane near the present Disaneng. This he wgs foreed
to do by the frequent attacks of the Bushmen, and alse because
Medirwagale, whe had driven the Tshidi people from Phitshane
16 miles further west had been crusheldl by Mekalaka and had f&éd teo
the Batlhaping, where hw subsegquently died. @Ga-Tshebethwane lies
in the wedge formed by the confllwence of the llolopo River and
Ramatlabama spruit./xpgz’lalt serious troeuble developed between
Leshome and his nephew Tawanay for whem he had been now acting
for abput 34 years, and showed no inclfination Qg_;gégﬁing gﬁ;
seat for its rightful ewner, although Tawana was noew a man 0f3Q
years and had several wives and children.
By his first wife Dikgang, who by the way was Leshomos daughter,
he had already four daughters1257n. Merwanyane, Motshidisi,

4 Molekaie.
lMiemoraila and Manca). By his second wife - Mosel%h & princess of
the Rapulana clan of the Barolong tribe, he had four sons, -

sectsela, Tlala, Metshegare and Melema, and a daughter Majagge
;n&?iis third wiff'éebudin the daughter of Phetlhu was expec tant,

Here comes anether interesting Tswana custem. éebudie, although

married third in peint of time was f recognised as Tawana's pri=-

neipal wife, and therefere Tawana's issue by her took precedence of

rank above his issue by ether wives, even theugh such children
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