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Out of the ECC National Conference at the end of May the idea 
emerged that some form of action should occur in Welkorn to 
display South Africa’s concern with the activities of the armed 
right wing. It was felt that ECC should investigate this idea 
further as ECC believed that the armed right wing and their 
militant militarism is a direct result of the system of 
conscription and the war sycosis in South African society. A 
process was embarked on of national and regional consultation 
will our allies as well as a rigorous consultation process with 
organisations in the Weikom-Thabong area. This report is of a 
meeting in Weikom with ECC members and representatives of 
organisations from the area.

Those organisations represented at the meeting included the ECC, 
The Women For Peace (Weikom Branch), Tnabonq Business 
Organisation, Thabong Civic, Thabong YCS, Thabong Youth Congress, 
Fhabong Education coordinating Committee, National Union of 
Mineworkers, OFS SAYCG, and various churches.

The meeting began with an explanation of E C C’s concern about the 
We 1kom situation and bCC s wil i ingness to be part of any action 
in Weikom.
The meeting then received reports from the Women For Peace (WFP) 
a no L.he UDF rep r ese n t a t i v es at the meeting as to what has been 
their thinking and actions around building opposi t i o n  to the 
right wing in WeiKom.
WFP - Established in 1965 to bring the women of tne Weikom aea 
together on a social basis.

Have about 50 active members in the area and organise 
social events as wel i as meals for Thabong pensioners on 
their pension day.
~ Since the rise of the AW8 and BV in Welkom there has been 
a real sense of fear in the organisation and a sycosis of 
mistrust between WFP members.
- WFP feel very strongly that Welkom needs to snow that not 
all whites support the AWB and that some action must occur 
where residents of Welkom, inabong and other suburbs can 
come together in an action which publicly states their 
rejection of what the AWB is doing and what it stands for.
- WFP have been considering tne idea of a peace picnic in 
Welkom where people can come together and eat together and 
participate in sporting activities and other actions which 
bring people closer together.

UDF
- Involved in the organisation of the Consumer Boycott 

Through the boycott, white residents of Welkom concerned
about polarisation and racism and began to meet with UDF to 
try and end boycott.
-The Forum established (Joint working Committee) which has 
as its purpose not simply to end boycott but also to look 
at how Welkom can participate in moves towards a Non Racial



South Africa.
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Areas for discussion at the meeting on the 17\6\90 would include.
1. Introductions.
2. Explanation of process and summary of the discussion of 

the last meeting.
3. Define in more detail what are our objectives in terms 

of the action. What do we want an action to achieve, who 
should an action be aimed at?

4. In terms of the goals, what is the most appropriate 
action to consider.

5. Process around action:- Consultation, planning and 
logistics, advertising and media,, press, national 
support and solidarity.

6. Assessment.
7. Next meeting and closure.



Out of the ECC National Conference at the end of May the idea 
emerged that some form of action should occur in Welkom to 
display South Africa’s concern with the activities of the armed 
right wing. It was felt that ECC should investigate this idea 
further as ECC believed that the armed right wing and their 
militant militarism is a direct result of the system of 
conscription and the war sycosis in South African society. A 
process was embarked on of national and regional consultation 
will our allies as well as a rigorous consultation process with 
organisations in the Weikom-Thabong area. This report is of a 
meeting in Welkom with ECC members and representatives of 
organisations from the area.

Those organisations represented at the meeting included the ECC, 
The Women For Peace (Welkom Branch), Thabong Business 
Organisation, Thabong Civic, Thabong YCS, Thabong Youth Congress, 
Thabong Education coordinating Committee, National Union of 
Mineworkers, OFS SAYCO, and various churches.

The meeting began with an explanation of E CC’s concern about the 
Welkom situation and ECC’s willingness to be part of any action 
in Welkom.
The meeting then received reports from the Women For Peace (WFP) 
and the UDF representatives at the meeting as to what has been 
their thinking and actions around building opposition to the 
right wing in Welkom.
WFP - Established in 1985 to bring the women of the Welkom aea 
together on a social basis.

- Have about 50 active members in the area and organise 
social events as well as meals for Thabong pensioners on 
their pension day.
- Since the rise of the AWB and BV in Welkom there has been 
a real sense of fear in the organisation and a sycosis of 
mistrust between WFP members.
- WFP feel very strongly that Welkom needs to show that not 
all whites support the AWB and that some action must occur 
where residents of Welkom, Thabong and other suburbs can 
come together in an action which publicly states their 
rejection of what the AWB is doing and what it stands for.
- WFP have been considering the idea of a peace picnic in 
Welkom where people can come together and eat together and 
participate in sporting activities and other actions which 
bring people closer together.

UDF
- Involved in the organisation of the Consumer Boycott
- Through the boycott, white residents of Welkom concerned 
about polarisation and racism and began to meet with UDF to 
try and end boycott.
-The Forum established (Joint working Committee) which has 
as its purpose not simply to end boycott but also to look 
at how Welkom can participate in moves towards a Non Racial



South Africa.
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Areas for discussion at the meeting on the 17\6\90 would include.
1. Introducti o n s .
2. Explanation of process and summary of the discussion of 

the last meeting.
3. Define in more detail what are our objectives in terms 

of the action. What do we want an action to achieve, who 
should an action be aimed at?

4. In terms of the goals, what is the most appropriate 
action to consider.

5. Process around action:- Consultation, planning and 
logistics, advertising and media,, press, national 
support and solidarity.

6. Assessment.
7. Next meeting and closure.



Out of the ECC National Conference at the end of May the idea 
emerged that some form of action should occur in Welkom to 
display South Africa’s concern with the activities of the armed 
right wing. It was felt that ECC should investigate this idea 
further as ECC believed that the armed right wing and their 
militant militarism is a direct result of the system of 
conscription and the war sycosis in South African society. A 
process was embarked on of national and regional consultation 
wi fh our allies as well as a rigorous consultation process with 
organisations in the Weikom-Thabong area. This report is of a 
meeting in Welkom with ECC members and representatives of 
organisations from the area.

Those organisations represented at the meeting included the ECC, 
The Women For Peace (Welkom Branch), Thabong Business 
Organisation, Thabong Civic, Thabong YCS, Thabong Youth Congress, 
Thabong Education coordinating Committee, National Union of 
Mineworkers, OFS SAYCO, and various churches.

The meeting began with an explanation of ECC’s concern about the 
Welkom situation and E CC’s willingness to be part of any action 
in Welkom.
The meeting then received reports from the Women For Peace (WFP) 
and the UDF representatives at the meeting as to what has been 
their thinking and actions around building opposition to the 
right wing in Welkom.
WFP - Established in 1985 to bring the women of the Welkom area 
together on a social basis.

- Have about 50 active members in the area and organise 
social events as well as meals for Thabong pensioners on 
their pension day.

' - Since the rise of the AWB and BV in Welkom there has been 
a real sense of fear in the organisation and a sycosis of 
mistrust between WFP members.
- WFP feel very strongly that Welkom needs to show that not 
all whites support the AWB and that some action must occur 
where residents of Welkom, Thabong and other suburbs can 
come together in an action which publicly states their 
rejection of what the AWB is doing and what it stands for.
- WFP have been considering the idea of a peace picnic in 
Welkom where people can come together and eat together and 
participate in sporting activities and other actions which 
bring people closer together.

UDF
- Involved in the organisation of the Consumer Boycott
- Through the boycott, white residents of Welkom concerned 
about polarisation and racism and began to meet with UDF to 
try and end boycott.
-The Forum established (Joint working Committee) which has 
as its purpose not simply to end boycott but also to look 
at how Welkom can participate in moves towards a Non Racial



South Africa.
- The Forum is also investigating the possibility of running 
an education campaign that aims to educate the Welkom 
community around non racialism.
- The Forum is made up of the leadership of Thabong 
organisations as well as business, political and church 
leaders from Welkom.

Other ongoing initiatives were also discussed such as;

- The churches programme which have held several multi-racial 
church services in Welkom and Thabong and a very large service 
is planned for September.
- Sport and leisure organisations are planning multi-racial seven 
a side football tournament as well as a chess tournament.

Discussion then turned to what should any action in Welkom be 
trying to achieve. Several points were made.

- The action must reinforce existing initiatives and 
developments in Welkom. ECC should use its national contacts 
to provide support and solidarity work to the action.
- The emphasis must be on people communicating with each 
other, particularly through being involved in action 
together.
- The action must be part of a programme and not simply an 
isolated incident.
- The action should have some element of fun it its 
programme as this tends to release tension.
- Need to be completely clear in identifying our objectives. 
Suggestions in this regard were,

- White community needs to be involved in the action. 
The action must facilitate as much involvement from 
whites as possible.
- In regard to the above point it is important that 
the support for an action is tested before final 
planning occurs.

Ideas of actions were varied. They included,
- Peace picnic.
- Fun run linking all of the different group areas.
- Non-racial Church services.
- Thabong clean up with tree planting campaign.
- Day of Goodwill where residents exchange symbols of their 

mutual respect such as flowers.
- Visits to Thabong township by Welkom residents.
- Meal sharing idea where people have a meal one week in 

Welkom and the next in Thabong.
- Human chain linking Welkom and other areas together.



Areas for discussion at the meeting on the 17\6\90 would include.
1. Introductions.
2. Explanation of process and summary of the discussion of 

the last meeting.
3. Define in more detail what are our objectives in terms 

of the action. What do we want an action to achieve, who 
should an action be aimed at?

4. In terms of the goals, what is the most appropriate 
action to consider.

5. Process around action:- Consultation, planning and 
logistics, advertising and media,, press, national 
support and solidarity.

6. Assessment.
7. Next meeting and closure.
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South Africa.

- The Forum is also investigating the possibility of running
an education campaign that aims to educate the Welkom 
community around non racialism.

The Forum is made up of the leadership of Thabonq
organisations as well as business, politica- and church
leaders from Welkom. ^riurtn

Other ongoing initiatives were also discussed such as;

The churches programme which have held several multi-racial 
church services in Welkom and Thabong and a very large service 
is planned for September. y °ervlce

- Sport and leisure organisations are planning multi-racial seven 
a siae footba'1 tournament as well as a chess tournament.

Discussion then turned to what should any action in Welkom be 
trying to achieve. Several points were made.

The action must reinforce existing Initiatives ana 
developments in Welkom. ECC should use its national contacts 
to provide support and solidarity work to the action.

The emphasis must be on people communicating with each 
other, particularly through being involved in action 
together.

The action must be part of a programme and net simply an 
isolated incident.

The action should have some element of fun \f. its 
programme as this tends to release tension.
- Need to be completely clear in identifying our objectives. 
Suggestions in this regard were,

~ White community needs to be involved in the action, 
ihe action must facilitate as much involvement from 
whites as possible.
- In regard to the above point it is important that 
the support for an action is tested before final 
planning occurs.

Ideas of actions were varied. They included,
- Peace picnic.
- Fun run linking all of the different group areas.
- Non-racial Church services.
- Thabong clean up with tree planting campaign.
- Day of Goodwill where residents exchange symbols of their 

mutual respect such as flowers.
- Visits to Thabong township by Welkom residents.
- Meai sharing idea where people have a meal one week in 

We Ikon- and the next in Thabong.
- Human chain linking Welkom and other areas together.



Areas for discussion at the meeting on the 17\6\30 would include.
1. Introductions.
2. Explanation of process and summary of the discussion of 

the last meeting.
3. Define in more detail what are our objectives in terms 

of the action. What do we want an action to achieve, who 
should an action be aimed at?

4. in terms of the goals, what is Lhe most appropriate 
action to consider.

5. Process around action;- Consultation, planning and 
logistics, advertising and media,, press, national 
support and solidarity,

6. Assessment.
7. Next meeting and closure.
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BEPQgT O F S e C Q N D - C Q N B U L T f l T I O W M E E T I N G  IN WELKOM

PRESENT* Representatives from Women for Peace, the Democratic 
Party, the mayor of Welkom <NP), Lutheran Church, National Sports 
Congress, End Conscription Campaign. Apologies from NUM and MDM 
structures who were involved in organising an unexpected rally, 
and ANC who had a regional meeting.

Report from mayor

Problem started on 20 March when the Tornado hit Welkom. It was 
also the same day that a Boycott of white shops was due to 
start. The police were busy with dealing with the Tornado action 
While pickets were put outside white .shops. The police were not 
in a position to monitor the boycott and white vigilantes, the 
AWB and BV, began to exercise their power and removed the pickets 
from in front of the shops and cleared the streets of black
hnvrftttars T Ko ehnpi nwftor'e hoijsn pKnp.a tho fii.te Ml>an fh«v han
proniems as their response was quicker than that or the police. 
The police took no action against the white vigilantes.

The mayor phoned Piet Clase, one of the local MPs and Adriaan 
Vlok to demand that the police took action. They both later 
visited and the mayor" demanded that a strong police force was 
need to prevent violence. He reported that the increased strength 
of the force had largely stopped the violence.

Another initiative has been *the setting up of the Joint Working 
Committee which the mayor is part of(see last meeting?.
From hi* perception the ANC,NUM and MDM nave acted very 
responsibly.

His assessment was the "platform of reform is crumbling" with the 
NP probably only having the same support as the DP in Welkom. 
However, the OPS municipal association have in principle agreed 
to the integration of municipalities, with a common voters role, 
unlike the Transvaal municipalities which are CP controlled. He 
have been involved in discussions with the representative civics 
in Thabong and Bronville and MDM structures. He believes that 
they will not be repeating mistakes of the past reforms.

They n^xt major crisis to hit Welkom will be retrenchments from 
the gold mines. 7 000 retrenchments are expected immediately and 
another 9 000 a r e  anticipated.

He sees Welkom as a testing ground for the right wing, but his 
Belief is the vigilante® only represent a very small part of the 
c o m m u n i t y .

The mayor said he cannot get involved in any initiative such as 
this because of his position, but in general would support moves 
to bring about peace and reconciiiation.

, MtttPOwS

/ 7  7 « u *  m e



THE ACTION
Despite the "fact there was poor r e pr esentation from Thabong, but 
noting the support from those groups at the last meeting, this 
meeting decided apon the following:

FORM: Picnic plus sports day* people in Thabong and welkom, as 
well as perhaps from other parts of the country would be invited.' 
VIPs such as Bruce Fordyce would be invited to take part.The 
venue would be in W e l k o m  as it was believed at this stage that it 
would be too alienating for whites to go to Thabong. However, 
this would be the first of a series of actions, some of which 
would take place in Thabong in the future.

STRUCTURE: A working group was set up. This will comprise of reps 
from the ANC, UDF, NUM, NP and DP as well as other groups such as 
Women for Peace, National Sports Congress.

The responsibi 1 ities Of the workinbg co mm i t t e e  are:
* co-opt reps from other groupings onto the working group
* decide on timing of action
* decide on venue
* allocate tasks
* decide on name of action

NBs This action w a s  seen by the group as a social action to 
promote contact and reconciliation and not as a political action. 
Although wr arc all uniting t ogether around a common theme, we 
should not a rt i ficially gloss over our differences. However, it 
would be important that party political agendas are not 
d i s p l a y e d .
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REPORT OF S E C O N D  C O N S U L T A T I O N  M E E T I N G  IN WELKOM

PRESENT! R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from Women for Peace, the Democratic 
Party, the mayor of Welkom (NP), Lutheran Church, National Sports 
Congress, End Co n sc ription Campaign. Ap ologies from NUM and MDM 
struct u re s who were involved in o rganising an unexp ec te d rally, 
and ANC who had a regional meeting.

R e p o r t  from mayor
Pro bl em  started on 20 March when the Tornado hit Welkom. It was 
also the same day that a Boycott of white shops was due to 
start. The police were busy with dealing with the Tornado action 
while pickets were put outside white shops. The police were not 
in a position to monitor the boycott and white vigilantes, the 
AWB and BV, began to ex ercise their power and removed the pickets 
from in front of the shops and cleared the streets of black
K n y r n H o r c  T h o  c h n p  n i . m o r c  h o Q ^ n  +• r"» p K n n o  t  K m  A l i lG  u iK d h  f  h o y
p r o m e m s  as their response was quicker than that of the police. 
The police took no action against the white vigilantes.

The mayor phoned Piet Clase, one of the local MPs and Adriaan 
V 1 ok to demand that the police took action. They both later 
visited and the mayor d emanded that a strong police force was 
need to prevent violence. He reported that the increased strength 
of the force had largely stopped the violence.

Another i nitiative has been the setting up of the Joint Working 
C o m m it te e  which the mayor is part of(see last meeting).
From his percep t io n the A N C , NU M and MDM have acted very 
r e s p o n s i b l y .

His a ssessment was the "platform of reform is crumbling" with the 
NP probably only having the same support as the DP in Welkom. 
However, the OFS municipal a s so ci at io n have in principle agreed 
to the integration of municipalities, with a common voters role, 
unlike the Transvaal m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  which are CP controlled. He 
have been involved in d i sc u s s i o n s  with the r e p r e se nt at iv e civics 
in Thabong and B ro nville and MDM structures. He Believes that 
they will not be repeating mi st a k e s  of the past reforms.

They njxt major crisis to hit W el ko m will be re tr e nchments from 
the gold mines. 7 000 r e t r en ch m en ts  are expected immediately and 
another 9 000 are anticipated.

He sees W e l ko m as a testing ground for the right wing, but his 
belief is the v ig il a n t e s  only represent a very small part of the 
c o m m u n i t y .

The mayor said he cannot get i nvolved in any i nitiative such as 
this because of his position, but in general would support moves 
to bring about peace and r e c o n c i 1i a t i o n .



THE A CT IO N
Despite the fact there was poor r ep resentation from Thabong, but 
noting the support from those groups at the last meeting, this 
meeting decided apon the following:

FORM: Picnic plus sports day. People in Thabong and Welkom, as 
well as perhaps from other parts of the coun tr y would be invited. 
VIPs such as Bruce Fordyce would be invited to take part.The 
venue would be in Welk om  as it was believed at this stage that it 
would be too alienat in g for w hites to go to Thabong. However, 
this would be the first of a series of actions, some of which 
would take place in Thabong in the future.

STRUCTURE: A working group was set up. This will comp ri se  of reps 
from the ANC, UDF, NUM, NP and DP as well as other groups such as 
Women for Peace, National Sp orts Congress.

The r e s p o n s i b i 1ities of the w orkinbg c om mittee ares
* co-opt reps from other g r ou pi ng s onto the working group
* d ecide on timing of action 
>K decide on venue
* al locate tasks
* decide on name of action

NB: This action was seen by the group as a social action to 
promote contact and r e c o n c i 1iation and not as a political action. 
Alt ho ug h we are all uniting together around a common theme, we 
should not a rt if i c i a l l y  gloss over our differences. However, it 
would be important that party political agendas are not 
d i s p l a y e d .
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