() Q. BOX Ealo, §J
P-CAPE  TOWN. A
16th March, 1964,

CONFERENCE TO PROMOTE WOMEN®S RIGHTS, TO 3S HELD IN
THE ThADF.9 HALL, KERK STREET, JOHANNESBURG, ON SAT-
URDAY. 17TH APRIL.  19.64,--——=-mm—mmmmmmmmmmme oo

Dear Friends,

WOmen of all organisations are Invited to attend and send dele-
gates to a Conference to promote womenls rights, to be held In
Johannesburg on SATURDAY, 17TH APRIL, 1954,

This will be the first national meeting at which women of all
races will oome together to discuss women®s disebilltles, pnd tc pro-
mote wcoen® 8 rights. Most w <nen of our country euffer discrimina-
tion as women, apart from discrimination imposed on non-white women
b*oauf6 of race.

We Women have this double battle to fight - to achieve Justice
and happiness for our families and children, and to achieve equal
status and rights In all fields with men.

Even such small franchise rights as are provided for Coloured,
African and Indian men In the Cape are denied to women. And while
It may be said that in the past African and Indian women did not
take part In government In their traditional society, today those
traditional forms have been broken down. Those days are past*
Women now have the same conditions to contend"with as men* Women
of all races work In factories, ehops, offices and farms, often
doing the same work as men, and equally dependent on the wages they

earn. Yet In their Jobs, as In their lives, women receive Inferior
treatment.

The time has come for women of ell races™ to put an end to laws
that deny us equal rights with our husbands over our children; or
prevent us acquiring property, disposing of the money we earn end
deny us full right of inheritance.

While we are determined to fight these customary restrictions,
we realise that the most serious handicaps under which we labour
are those imposed by the government and laws of this country under
the policy of segregation and apartheid. We women, like men, wan
to be free to move about in the country of our birth, to live yhere
we like, to buy land freely. We want and end to the migrant labour
system. We want our own homes, the right to stay in them and no®
suffer mass removals, the right to live vdth our families near our
plaoes of work. ,

We claim for ourselves and our daughters, as well as for men,
the right to education and employment 1in all occupations and pro-
fessions, While our main struggle Is with men against racialian
and tte oolour bar, to make our national struggle more effective,
we ask that men support ue in our fight for equality.

The battle for democracy and liberation can only be von when
women, mothers of the nation - a half of the whole population - can
take their rightful place as free and equal partners wl~h "en,”
Throughout history women have struggle! side by side with men for
Juatice,

Vie aBk you to take pert in, and elect delegates to this
Conference, Any group of women, from factories or areas, can get
together nnd eend a delegate to this historical conference.

POWrtRD FOR FREEDOM, SECURITY, EQUALITY AND PEACg FCR ALL1
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Federation of South African erg?,
33 Dunbarton Court,
Hadfield Road,
Berea,
JOHANNESBURG.

12th .Jure, 1954.

Dear Friend,

A General Meeting of Women in the Transvaal will be 1
held on Sunday, July Z*th, .1954, at 10 a.m. in the South African 1
Indian Congress Hall, U Kort Street, Johannesburg (between
Commissioner and Market Streets, one block from Sauer Street).

As a result of the outstanding success of our
National Women®s Conference at Easter, it Is important that we
meet together to elect a Regional Comnittee and to plan for the
great task which we then set ourselves — to organise the women
of South Africa in the struggle for democracy and liberation.

b Among the items to b« discussec at the meeting will
e_

(2) Draft Constitution of the Federation of South African Women. }
(b) The Western Areas Removal Protest.
(c) The Congress of the People. ]

Please urge all women members of your organisation
to attend this important meeting.

~ALL VOMEJi are welcome, as delegates, as members of
an organisation and as individual women.-

Yours fraternally,

IDA JtiTWANA
RATIONAL PRESIDENT
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le »a a:
-.s -Ai.L *HS 2* L. ~y c . A “n e —me _m ~ . \;i~i - LT"

in -jSay liraa- r~ .
t;s jam m3 v-"D ~;i3;
La* us eak -*f ena flna - .11 Jrtn * = -9" 2 «id of
¢ *:r- a*uo*ed liras.
La# ue upaak of *ha a«an> linajnjpi i « *.13, a.,u

t.ha ia» clinic* Ana Hcn-"ila.
La* j« apaak *1 hi*., prd~es mJ snan".. **a .a."

I la -"ur raa onaiblll *J tng»*har *J»0 *%¥.»n *f S™u™n " rica
t-* acquaint eha* With iur alma, &* acquaint elieu; r.I»h eba
ConOraaa of tha Paopla ao tua* *fia® &“mb ¢ 3« #*raan can 1*> enair
part in tbha atru”~la f-»r fread”a, Organise waotlnga in noaaaa,
in *ha afearn”-ma, 1in »ha evenings, aiaraevar can aaat
diacuat tha eeeeara tfcat are a-*rryin* *ba a-v-an in jiur araa,
and discuss wi*h tbera *h« bilL, ar Is"uaa *h»* sre ficin® fbe
ahole *™f Joutta frica, na-saly, eha Con”“reea of eba Peopla.
par.ltnal Coafartocti: Ca a an, J-»ban“ao"jrg, T*»wrcaa*ar and Fear
h«a ehair egi”nal ion.arancaa. Slacked Regional w”a«l”aa«.
At ebaaa Congraaaee #ba ra~r* " f eha «a*l->nal Jonferanca aaa
discussed, ¢ha Cbar*er and *ha C-»na*tu”®i-m aara als - dlscusae¥*,
and *..a Songra”a of eha Taenia racalred eha wmb"tlabaard4ad au..ort
of all tba da}aga*aa present. Durban, Seat London, Port, Klisa*
t>eth , *ueene”™-an, Crad-"ck and Kiaiierley ®uaf a* 111 na»a tbair
rational conferencea. Pleaee friend a uy oil ceane d®» n>t delay
er.uch longer, or”aniaa t,* o”n”arancaa and iabua eba a-“man in your
araa »leb tha aaaa an*hualaam *b~f D"avallad a* our Na”“i”“nal
J-»nferanca, lvaryahara ao «uch injua”“icaa rjr» o”lng d-"na to
our paopla* Wa aa ootba”a canno* rajiain sllan* aban in our
c->un*ry and In *ha <""rid *ha t~scls* ) ara inciting raca batrWt*
a*.d praacin” aar. Tba American *"na> I-"rds ara provoking air
"n tha paacaful Cni aaa Ila*7a. 1# la ww dJ*y #o0 axp*>sa ¢-I"
ananlaa *f mankind to aarn fbe -a"“la of *.aesa aar ca”"T"T*,
t aaa raca incit#ra - thaaa aan at* iiflt* ena a-~rkIn® *an and wo-
man ah*n work for paa.e and f~r e pr® ar-"ue lifaf"T t.h# paopla.

aa gantu 1iuauca*I>n Act. Thia Act «aa it.tr*ducad by t.b« OoTarn-
ment ai”h a viaa ¢~ undarainlng “ha "“»d>I>»*i""n a”~ng ha African
paopla. ~ apacial 1 afla* ->n tbaBantu Bduca”™i“n Ac* aaa

or~ugbr out by eha "TanaTaal “agi”nal Jocual”taa. Wa will

ou+tsin copiaa fr”a eba« and aand ena.i *o y>u, *a will prapara

a sJian.arj of tbha *d# 1? eh*™+ y*>u tan la«d discui 1ir*fna *n tfa
Ac* and aofcilisa eba wnrjan *o a*rug”la «galna» ehia ricinua Act.
Rai ™ rai”r ™ wnich m _."aarad in *fie lie “rgua, Nat.al
Uarcury and nat Illkaly in %~ehar panera: Tbia 1ia "Col”urad *o
Dla :-r H*oa" and "Man 03blad f-r -if Child*, “~haaa nrai«?*
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Dear Friend,
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Cto October lat all tenants in aub—econcmlc Houeinr twl
out bouth Africa eill have to pay higher rents. AC>««ee through-

put* Yre ax”™id Xxpowi

] r<rita will _be baaed in Income of the tenant  TOila
ocision *as taken earlier in the year at a Houaincr Oonfmr mrO Wwi.n 1
by the Minister of Health, Dr. van”Khiji, heM InlrSSSIT** ~

**«m *11 Municipal

Council®

increaae the rentals were submitted to the
conference by the national Houeinr Ccm.Uelor, - 1.e. * goreiwnt body,
An?2TFofF?2fFr2~ur >,“f «»e rtr « « « 1 . 1SS 05.

fenante eamint mere than ihi» will either Yav. to 1.t «t«
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P«r montto are to pay increased rents at the rata o fa/ fnr—
UruUuhte¢gTr OW “e << * p*r "2 nlh uU1 ~ 'or"Tc £ ui
atato”thelr*Incoa>ea™*et«? C" PI,t* * 1» -ieh tb* ere W

4v N — {.4™ oc*” ficecutive CkMDIttee considered theaa rat *

" . *J S«P t«aber and resolved to organise a nationwide ca
ageing tb*ae rent increase*. *e consider these rentinSJ*»

attac*. uj.cn Um slready lew standard of livii* of our people
a continuous struggle to sake end. «eet. Yw are. ithmfJrl!
°f? *f conr,reTlc#c «£*in»t these rer.t increaeea * ?
other organieetions that have jledged to fight airlinet theae rent

o
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increases. Do not tai.« U.csc attacks upon the people Ivim Jmm

O x~se protest *eetings, ~“rotations,* *tc.,M %ke tt~cJISLnt
review and rescind |u decisions, not to tmAr witk xhe 4 S E S A

ous treet aw? area *eetir*s against these
Be‘ﬁave as (ieaae $ Kea* g

rents. In your

*utultTlur*m”™" rn°n* Of yCT,r *cr> 40 th*t « e« P*« it

> Youra,

for TatiSutl KxwsutVve fern* te**
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P.0. Boy 2706
CAPE TOW.
The Secretary Gerera. Q E5ra May, V
ubslt «. .4t \Ferae**U.cv»

"ear Friend,

7r.e Fede snlon of 3 jth African Wo«9n wa& 1 rred as a
il wing need thst women felt for oienle
r—I- :ieatione *o0 embrace nil wcr.cn Irrespecti » mce rr-
"lour*

Ouir Federation is carrying ojt a nationwide < .palgn to
enlist support of all sec*-! /iis of the pPpula®loia Ll thi struggle
for women®s right* and our National Executive Coamlttee invito*
your organisation to affiliate to us end thus rerke a v*I =L i
contribution to this c»>upf.

Our Federation wletoin to abolish the diacriviircti 4. -rx.c-
tierd by law tn cu?tc> *k.-.inpt wocen, W~ reallte that toe
nOh”evaent of full equality for our eex cannot be achieved u- “T;
ai 1 foras of r«ce *'nd dees discrimination imvi been aVol\s; =i

The struggle for women®s rights 13 therefore oart of the
str..«;gle for the ernenclpatlon of the African, 0 ioi”ed -nd Indian
pe ;; la and of the working class as a whole. The FEDERATION OF
30V7H AFRICAN WOKEN does not, therefore, compete with other r£-
anl?fjtilone that strive to do away with discrimination <nd explol”
atior.w Our charter, adopted at :r First Natl .nal Conference,
nic» to achieve®™ the right to vote, to be elected to all State
bodief; the rii-r.t to full opportunities for employment with -qu™
trv> fr,7e compuls ry eduoetion for all* for the protection of
mot:. 1t ,and child - maternity homes, clinlca in country and towns;
for jr~per homes with water, [light, trar_pport and other "-aenltlts
m ~cJsrn civilisation; to build end strengthen women®s aeotlor.a
In the® Notional leeratury Moveaente; to assist Ir. “jrganieinfi:
women in Trade Unions. *

Jfrjmen have clayed a big port in the building of the Net! aal
LIbenntory MAMve.utnt and Trade Unions. *Their active participation
le essential for the achlevment of freedom for all South Africans
wreipectlve af race and sex.

_ Women, who are Actively aae elated with our work rrc lending
fighters in these various orgrnl stations.

We appeal to you to affiliate to our orgar.is? tion and to

encourage your wamen mexbers to participate 1in our vor!.. TI:js
you will atrengthen y jut own organisation «nd haste:** 1 .,y wh-
Jh op le of S™-U= a rica ywill free themselves jf met and

cl 3 oppression.

We enclose a copK of the draft Constitution w,ic” will K-
suc.tllled to the forthcoming Notional Conference v -n to- K
eMos of your  ..nlsa"t n togetl .r with others vl . rr-7; oI
opoyt th-3 institution -f the PEDEPATION OF $r. Ir ~F"-1CaN Vv

Awn*cin®™ y mr early ond favourable reply”

Yours sincerely.

P-p*

/v, .
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Federation of South African tfosen
(Transvaal Ragioo)
P.0. Box 10676,
JOHANNESBURG

25th July, 1955.

The Secretary,
Afr~pan National Congress (Transvaal)
Barkley Arcade,

Market Street,

JPHAN.VSSBURQ

Dear Friend,

fgress of lothers on august  /th, 1955 UFh WRSERha o

18 *= UPPTt “S

Congress of £ h S 7 K * <
and th. batting of atomic weapons and Ild *a<*

opportunity to cose together to discuss

branches of 2 £S2 S~ * 1
aa possible to attend. ranches to send as many women

to your bnccheT103* ~ C<,i8 <F “* *» the meting for circulation

Forward to the Freedoa Charter!

Yours fraternally,

iewysi*tik Uo SBCRISTART.

VY a WA 1o H .
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P.0. Box 8706,
gm Tgm

Dear Friend, 10th August, 1955,

delegatee*?0 "cSnfepenc”ofrotierf< honC < Bend at lea8t
5 £ 1 heid == 30t“t.lay, 27th

August 1955. at 2?30 p.m at
(Bub atop 26, naar to the Standard?!£*)*? 1 Street, Aowbray.

dlaouaelmattererthit irefert”"thS""ji "1 for axot*fra to«Mt and
met «t conferences to_diecuer. *V*T »orld odtheve
children plentv of nnin-tcHr . » Jj . -=-"&ns .n have for their

Ail » “went clothes. hooee, Oreohes

schools, playgrounds

to become useful citizens.
life for the.tselvee fI““nthelrMehUdrentt “d

Mothera®1®}68~ 0" " ® i? th™ r ci*l3ren
" “60lvp<5 t0 w*n » h«Poy

laylng™In w"nlirrowVetreet? wve- T n T r=reP<t thBt onlllren
| U r,J?.?oer- trfit ohUdren .We

een burned to death »h i ,? 0
V 1 h 52 one tc l100>- ««ex»e

the*, of mothers nnd childrenlL-n £_2 >
ct Windermere Retreat Wori pot* ~ jun e<th In the shanties
Ve read In the pacer of :rrn3, ;o0sel,B” _ “«her daces,
children exposed to the cold ““>J*»ra with their bablts and

in Eickr.es/and untimelyd&h™inr 2 ™ 1 7 resulting
being hounded from their hofaf ? " fnthere and mothers rre

uprooted from their hoi.ee «n? HrhSnii ?/*?P ym2nt* thelr chH<lren
families are thrown out cf their hSiJo / frlcnn» Coloured and Indian

their forefathers geeypjed  !is 75" maddooraredfa "hAFY detianf.

IT NEED NOT BE SOI" Coma tn th<« r +
b ?2nf®refce and henr of the

rPDorte on the Congress of th» c?

ana henr a report on the™"ir*M r« * ", t**7 ~r*edo® Charter”™ <Jo*6

Lausanne, Switzerland from tK that WFIO hel<5

-others, delegates froin 7Q , < the 10th July 195g* 1.063

African mothers. . Tney met p-\3 * Tw< <f thec_WerP South

sums of money being sunk in flra.rsl! “h:5%alEn «g-inst enormous
the use of atomic bomts.

They demanded the buildingof
* hoeP Itfll a» tra|n|ng

colleges for teachers doctoJa
Jm?*8le tc.conter the ter

plagues of cancer, tubercSlos”
60 to brine: IiOra hnnninca 9 pICFil’ 16V6T td Oth&r dl80f|9ep»
Tha 8 ™ V VeryJhere®™ The* resolved to fight ?or-

«nd W|n peace
to the United Naﬁlone d. . JI'"'nlf6fitd ond “A ~Sress
tne banning of the Atomi™ Kin rights lor women, peace pnd
energy Tor progress and sclence”O0n fce” *hd the US6 of Atomic

Attended the CongresVof~AtAPrV*! *r rf?2rtS from our “el”gfltes tfio
Above an come and work out , 7 50 World Congress of Mothers.

lives of our children hLnv £ 6 f<Z Js here _t0 n'ke
- r diere w.i0 gave life, must defend

it and we must do all In r n,w'~
Conference to all the OotW«P™IV <= enve Iti Tell of this
ou come_ to /

this ~onfcrenoe to defend aw gg\y@’\)%’é eHif@f@ﬁ’sf?«% Oy ¢ Foe s o0y
m-N p a.

g [Ignol*? re6ldent«8 O]?enlng Addrees
tport Congress of the lo.

Report on the World Congress °t Moth-re
«_ -locuselor. 1,.d nesolutlons.
5. General.

Yours sincerely

MBS. KATIE WHITE.
Acting Preeldent.



LI D2RATIOr. OF SO;U!IyN'w.AFU.UN VOMgK. 7/

P.0. Pt 2706,
C*JPB-TOMir.

15th Aunjst, 1955,

Dear Friend,

At o'it Inst rational Executive Committor ti_n>, | yes iistructed to
direct the urgent attention of your eorruftee to the following nuaters
lich were discuescdi

1.  CONIGHESS 37 THE PMOm: vhz held or +he 26th and 27th Juno, 1955, Many
notheia took part in adopting a Freedom Charter - a charter Lrenting full
rights to all vor.en, to do away with customs and Ipvs that keep wo-len aa
inferiors; to "Jin houses, security confort; to open the doors of learning
and culture and to wi: a i".fe full of hiprdhejs <nd fr for our Children

2, WOrXbd @G-"G3"SS OF MOT,13*S was held from th. 7th *j 1f h July x.
"fausarne, Switzerland at waeih two of our mother, irs. | i.iul Vroyi (?vl.)
and Mrs. Gladys anith (Cape) 5ltended. This Congres w. attended by
10G3 mothers fron 79 countries and wrr opened >y Mak;:, Eugene Cotton, an
onine it French sc"«"-f=st. In opening t; conference rv sniJt

¥.cthors see enormous sms of money beir.f aunf¥ in orior &n',3 ana for the
upkeep of cn< .dTlitary "nd the produei ion of bomb:?, when we
a i1‘uld building nil lions of schools, horse3, hospitals, laboratories,
*r: .n3r.~ teaches, doctors, scie: tists who could conquer v tirdble plfuri'®
>f rxc:r, tuberculosis, tropical fever and other dlscep®.-.s md bringing
mf'r0 happen- sa evdrywnere, encouraging progress and science. Therefore

me g Gi".:rod here to cxpr ss our ardc-nt denlre for pe .co".

I':¢ Congr-ss adopted a manifesto and an cddross to the United Hftions
:zz.anding full rights for worsen, Peace, the b nning of tr.o Atom and H-bombs
nd the use of Atomic ev~rgy for progress snd science*

Car N 1ional “ecutive Cormittoe wishes to report th-* oMir Tranavaal
"empion had a successful conference of stoth«~9 ar. the 7th Av-ust, The Cape

1" .~»onhrvc convened e conference for Saturday, 27th August. (A cu;-y of
Trr 1 v r is enclosed herewith.) Wo anic you to organise m Conference
Hc*3ra in your are;-, to report on the Congress of ti: . and the

enrr-s: of "o h.rs.
e “mmi>l- 3I"..i:"A - nenber of our Nation- 1 Executive Cc u- ¢ been
d *ne< I j-"ction 10 of the Urban Act of rrs\:1."g in CV = Town
-"1 y nr ~tJV 1Cc.-t: -sioner in Cape Town >r mmh““ ortation
* @ *e a-.fi. 1:iey wrntod to deport bar to har v r ; , lgnneleva,
in th<- BU*t-n r - district. An repeal "gains- *< /e"virictior. end the
ioport tion or-dr™ was lodged imediately and she ij raur o, h 11*  Jirs, A,
alir.!”™ "shor. 1. * T 17 .where "he stays with > ...%hr . ? cliildron.
rr a0/ -~e of il -h mp.jst, IPS™). .
" . rer.olv 1. to prot®*t -o thi Ti.tive Corx. srier
ad t. th- >c," . o01* AT?" ire rc ir.-t the deportet:
* Se.ins™f W00 is -no of the r :rmctwi and w3ty -wft
4 a ~ud :..r Cajv V.it. —aCe.
Thiz .h: of the ciiormoue .rc .rbitv0  pot: m 1 in of vho
w_y U airs Depi;.rm r* bci rS v m ot/ rt v i Policc
Oovt ~Jhows thet no “mefricen wno V's* X0 3 1 4re. fror,
r® =y 0.. o>ir Co:r-5tt .o e"lln upon rlJ P - 1rot t?
o\ < ¢ T and d r
*Ne o |"r ““shoul otmox g AN
r-ip*Ir

S re rreu”-.Aid to yubr.it r;:or"3*of their ».etlTi»ifa *0 the "
=i, mm <k ao pojaiMe*
7ou"3 Jlinc.ir>ly,
Me=:x Kt WL'F %
fESbioffirr,



WDBBaTIUK OF bOI/TH AFRICAN

P.0. Box 10676,
Johannesburg.
19th August 1955-

Dear Friend,

At the Transvaal Congress of Mothers held on Sunday August 7th,
the following resolution was passed:

"This meeting of women urges the Federation of South African
Women to consult with the Congresses and other organisations
with a view to organising a mass deputation of women of all
races to Pretoria to protest against the Bantu Education Act
and all other oppressive legislation, to protest against

the site and service scheme, and to demand proper housing
for all people.”

To giva effect t® this resolution, the Executive Conaiittee of the
A..N.C. Women 3 Leae"ue» representatives of the S.A.1.C. and S.A.C.P.0.
have been invited to attend a special meeting of the Transvaal Regional
Exeuctive Committee of the Federation of South African fcoren, which will
be held on Saturday afternoon, August 27th, St 11 '@b’House, at 2 p.m.

You are urgently requested to attend this important meeting.

Yours fraternally,
jVvt
Regional Secretary.
Ttitrik *Nd .

....... —p- n
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FBERATIOFI QP bQOTH AFftICAS WOKEN. TRANSVAAL REGION

P.0. Box 10876,
Johannesburg.
19th August 1955.

Dear Friend,
At the Transvaal Congress of Mothers held on Sunday August 7th,
the following resolution ya.a passed:

eThis meeting of women urges the Federation of South Afrioan
Women to consult with the Congresses and other organisations
with a view to organising a mass deputation of women of all
races to Pretoria to protest against the Bantu Education Act
and all other oppressive legislation, lo protest against

the site and service scheme, and to deoand proper housing

To give effect te this resolution, the Executive Committee of the
A.N.C. Women®s League, and representatives of the S.A.1.C. and S.A.C.P.O.
have been invited to attend a special meeting of thi Transvaal Regional
Exeuctive Conaaittee of the Federation of South African Women, which will
be held on Saturday afternoon, August j~th”atJLL “lor House* at 2 p.m.

Tou are urgently requested to attend this important meeting.

Yours fraternally

Btwyiituk ;g0
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f$0uth Afrioan Wcwans Fedaration (TVL),

P.0.Boot 10876,

JOHAJHFCSBUHG.

Dsar Friend,

Tha Sxeostire Cansftittee of t>s Transvaal Indian Youth Ccafress
wish to ocngra.tulate the South Afrioan Vomoi Federation (Transvaal) on it*
outstanding aohitrtosnt by organising the aagnifioiant and historic protest
against the curtailment of the right* of women, to tha Union Building* Pretoria.

t

Vie are inspired and enoourged froa that demonstration of pe&oe
lor lug nother* and daughter* of Afrika - fcr n realise tI»t whan waaen of
all nationalities oould cone together then the tido of freedom swelled by a
mighty current which no reactionary rocka will be able to withstand.

Please remember that if you require any assistance in future
campaigns, the Transvaal Indian Youth Congress will do it* utmost to help
you.

LONG LTVT THE FEDERATION OF S "UIH AFRIGaM (TOMES.

rfith our brotherly greeting*.

Yours for Freedcm.
S.t3ak V*e.

M_Moola.
Joint Hon«i>eor--tvisr.
SiUZISYA.->L INDIXB Y O.tF COIGRESS.



11th Hovema®r, s

My dear, s r //E

your letter per Sheillagh, which you expec .ed a reply by

the bth inst, reacned me only yesterday 4p.m. - Sheillagh handed
it to someone else and that is the reason why it reached me so
late. Am sorry that my views oould not reach you by the 6th. My
riews are like youra. We have our own Charter adopted at tne 1954
conference and which 13 embodied in our constitution. We must not

duplicate organisations ie that only those that are supportedrs of
the Freedom Ch-rter my join us, this would be a great mistake. We
have given support for the freedom Chtrter and will continue to do
so by working and mpbilising, organising women and strengthening
existing women"s organisations we are doing the b-isic work for tne
f.oh. not just phrases.

ile-Reggie September will ask him for the copies and if possible let
you have it with Leon.

Re -Conference report -am glad you are keeing it back in case it
is essential to modufy the resolution.

Please let me have copies of all material you issue. Enjoyed very
much the article in Sechaba. M jiy th nks for the Memo on Anti-pass
campaign. Please, post on to me any material you get, it help %o
understand . H”ve made suggestions for work which will passed on
to you by Iris through the regional com.

Looking forvard to hear from you,

regards,



Federation of South African Vown (Transvaal)
P.0. Box 10076,
Johanneshburg,

13th November, 1956,

The Secretary,
African National Carmress Women®s League,
Branch,

Dear Friend,

The Transvaal Region of the Federation of South African Women
is holding a Provincial Conference on Sunday, December 2nd, 1956, at the
Gandhi Hall, 50 Fox Street, Johannesburg, starting at 9 a.a. 15118 con-
ference has been convened to mobilise women of all races into the Anti-
Pase Campaign and the Campaign against the Group Areas Act and Proclam-
ations which will render thousands of African, Coloured and Indian
families homeless. Conference will also elect the office bearers and the
Bxecutive Committee for the Transvaal Region of the Federation for the
coming year.

We hope that your branch will send as many delegates as
possible to this important Conference where women of all races will meet
together not only to discuss and condemn the actions of the Nationalist
Government, but to plan for effective action by women against these
oppressive measures and for full participation with*the Congress movement
in their campaigns against passes and Group Areas.

I enclose Conference leaflets for your branch and can supply
more if you require them.

Yours fraternally,
HELEN JOSEPH



THE BLACK SASH DIE SWART SERP

Tetaphone 40-3167 Teletoon 40-3167

13 KNOX STREET
WAVERLEY
JOHANNESBURG

KNOXSTRAAT 13
WAVERLEY
JOHANNESBURG
28th irovouber, 1973*

The Rerioml Secretary,
Federation of S.A. Women,
P.0. Box 10P7o0,
JOHANNESBURG.

Deer Mrs* Joseph,

The Central Executive of the 3lack Sash Siewe caked me to
stress again that while we are deeply sympathetic with what is being
suffered, and with any organisation concerned with wrongs ceused by
the diminution of righto,, in terms of our constitution we cannot
associate the 3lack Sash with any other organisation#

Your letter has, however, been brought to tho attention of the
members, and although our organisation is precluded from participation
in demonstration* of other organisations, there is no reason why
interested members should not give more active support*.
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Fadaration of South African *@aan (Tranaraal)
. P.0. Box 10676,
Johaonaaburg*

30th iov Mbor, 1956*

Tha Saeratary, - - 7% - "/

African Rational Congreaa Touth
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Ten year* ago women front forty different countries net in Paris,
and formed the Miami“e Internetional Democratic federation (WIDF).

The world had jtust emerged from a terrible war, and woman everywhere
were conscious of the urgent need to prevent such devastation and suffering ever
MppeaiAf again. The aloe they set them*4lvee ware:-

to deetroy fascism

to seoure democracy and peace in the world

to improve the status of women

to pave the way for a happy future for generations to come.

The women took a solemn oath to fight for a happy future for their
Children, to wipe out faactai in all its forms 90 truo democracy could be estab-
lished throughout the world, to defend women®s economic, political, legal and
social rightu, ana to right without respite to aeeure lasting world peace.

today the WIDP ur.lteH 140 million women in 66 different countries.

From the time of its formation, thf> VIDF worked ceaselessly at its
tasks. Those in the load were keenly aw*re that they could not achieve thoir aime
while millions in colonial countries endurca exploitation, oppression and
poverty. In June 1946. the VIDF resolved to make ;investigations intq conditions
in colonial countrios, and in Prague in 1947- the Council of the WIDF passed
a reaolution on women in colonial and 3emi-colonial countries, part of which
readi-

"The Council asks it3 national sections to express their profound
solidarity with the democratic vonon®s movements in colonial and
semi-colonial countries, to help thee in their fight for emancipation

and their fight to win equal rights in all spheres, for the...construction
of housing fit for hurran habitation* the creation of clinics, hospitals,
in keeping with the ne”ds of the population, schools for all children,
regardless of race, religion, origin or sex, and the development and
flowering of the national culture in the mother tongue.

"The Council asks the women of colonial and semi-colonial countries who
__are partiefcating so courageously in the struggle of their countries for
liberty, to support the united front of the movement for their country®s
emancipation, to take advantagt of this struggle to win their own rights
as women by preventing the exploitation of race, caste and religious
prejudices which weaken tho forces of the people in their fight for
liberation.™”

A Confersmct for the Defonco of Chiiiren (convened by the WIDF)
in 1952 adopted an appeal, saying:-

" MOTHERS AND FATHERS OF THE WHOLE WORIDi LISTE2I TO USI

Tens of millions of children, the most precious wealth of humanity, are
today a prey to hunger, ignorance, fer,r ana death.

Thousands of parents an Japan and in Syria are forced by poverty to sell
their children; in countries such 1is India and Egypt, exceptionally rich in
cotton, children have no clothee to wear .... throughout Africa, in Latin
America and a lergt p*jrt of Asir., cOuntriee of immense natural wealth,
millions and millions of children are without sufficient bread, shelter or
care; more than half of thes die kefure 2 - 3 years without becoming aware
of what it means to be alive. Others «iU live in ignorancej ir 1952 one-
half of mankind is ur“ble to read or write ...."

As the years went by, the WIDF constantly grew in strength, drawing together
millions of women from different countries, all with a common purpose. The WIDF
worked ceaselessly in the cause of peace, making a great contribution to td
establishment and growth of the World Peace Movements it sent commissions tc
different countries, issued pemphlets and magaaines in many languages, helped
women to establish and strengthen their organisations, and did everything possible
to defend the rights of women and children everywhere.

In 1955 came the great World Coagrsss of Mothers, attended by delegates frcm
South Africa. More, than a thousand women cape from 66 countries, and a South
African delegate presided at one of the sessions. This Congress declared;



“Est us brio* up our children to love all peoples, and we will not
allcw the perversion of their rind* by the oult of arrogance and the
encouragement of racial hatred.

*111 children, white, yellow or black, are equal, have the same rights
and oust be protected together ... Let our millions of hands stretch over
the earth to clasp one another in friendship.” )

The influence of the WIDF has been felt in South Africa, and through its
stiwlus the first national conference of women of all races ever to be held
in our country took place in 1954. The Federation of South African Women waa
formed at this Conference.

Women are today playing a nor* important role than ever before, both in our
country and in the world as a whole. Women of South Africa made history *hen our
federation organised the magnificent Pretoria Protest last October. Son women of
South Africs are faoed with their greatest struggle - the struggle against the
hated pass laws.

In fighting against paeans fur women, and for the rights of our children
to proper and full education and oare, our task is Immeasurably strengthened
by the Bupport of women of other aountriea, through the WIDF. We are not
fighting alone - 140 million women of 66 countries will watch us, support us,
give ue their encouragement. They know oppression in South Africa is a threat not
only to all Africa, but to the worl4.

On this tenth anniversary of the £1DP, therefore, we ask you to inform your
members of the WIDF and its aftivities. Pass this letter around to them. And we
invito your organisation, and its members, to send messages of greeting to the
WIDF. If you post your messages to the Federation of South African Women,

Bex 106776, Johannesburg, and we will forward them for you.

Wdurs fraternally,

(Mrs) H. Joseph,
Secretary, Transvaal Regional Cttee,
Federation of South African Women.



P.0. Box 10876

JehanxMstmrg.
The Secretary, 5th April 1956
transvaal xAdlan Tevth Cimigreea,
Johaameaburg.

Dmt friemit

The Ireewtive Committees of t&e Trammwaal Ration of the Federation
of South African Henan, and of the African national Congrats Women®s League, hare
asked a« to write to yon on thsir bahalf to exprems our »incar* and deep appreciation
of tha magnificent aaoiatanea given by members of your League in undertaking the
anono« task of oktaring for the Woman 3 Conference en March 1lth.

Ve record our gratitude to yonr a— Were for releiring our Committee of thia
responsibility and thus freeing tiMe far participation in this vitally important
Conference; we congratulate them on their achievement of catering for nearly 2,u00
when ve had only expected 1,000. Ve feel that this spontaneous, willing and
cheerful cooperation is a hallmark of the Indian Touth Congress, and contributes

laMmsnrably to the progress of the liberation movement.
x, 0t S5 - iy SN T W

The women of the Transvaal thank the Transvaal Indian Touth Congressi

ri- Helen Joseph, Kon. Secretary,
9s Federation of £S*A. Voaea, Trl. Region.
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P.O. Box 8704

fItfS, . tgffl. /
The Se ) —-
N J2 LT - -m
Dear Friend,
HS -S "ali ¥omer irréspectiVe-of rd®e and

colour.

enlIs??u™??a0r< 2u< «M?i1280?UikK! ~ 1?mWe ««P»lgn to
for women®e rischts and mm w & J ? Population In she struggle

3 30 o - IQ* g >3 N =
UOHE LIPS Qa7 - TIPS TS N or Kty

t183d=by law~n~cCstom”gninet””1? ~discrimination pr/,0-
och”evaent of full equality for® «,m realise thrt the

an f9,. .fr«e X N e Asimlbs.ABrdr. M u

Btr U S A~ i #J S0 S« « of~1l \r fher,f2rf -ft of the _
African, Coloured pnd Indian

peopld and of the worJtine- rile
SOUTH “"AFRICAN WOKEN does not th~”efrr= * Ih® FEDEBAri =N 0?
anisatlone that strive to doS it aoStldn . OtJer OPg~
at’ony Sur cherter” m?nnt*?way " E é!scrfm‘%natlon enE] explglt—
gimf to achieve* the right to vote”L ipifegence,
odlee- the ric.nt vote> to be elected to a tate
»¥' free compulsory edlILtI~AFS?21112?2 | ™ 1?2Ploy@@nt _ aqunl
mother, pnd cnild - Sflternllv the protection of
for {.roper homea with wntedJ 1i1Jh?" £U Jlca *n country and towns;
of ttcAern civilisation- to"buif?t, trahsport and other amenities
in the; National Liberatory Move L t2 eJrenfe*then women"s sections
to a.slst In organising

women "in Trade Un i on ™ *Moviment;
J * *

Liberatory PE,? ¥ A~ pulldl«e °t the"Metical

Is essential fo? the"«hllvmlnt*®Peid nctlve P rticlpntl on

irrespective of roce «Sa 11" ¢ r *u 8<uth

fl6h*1£3*In theae"vHrloue*orgrnlaet lona.Wlth ,ur votk rri l««lng

"encouragePyour wo\jtnThsfal*Inte to Our organisation nnd to
\n Ur WOr* = 7/ 3

y - will strengt®en your own _ _ ]
th” geo le of_ Sou»u Africo, will '1[|ff hfietyn the whe.*
AMor onressmn. J ree thc/nselves of rnce nnd

Fforthc mI~AVti-f?nc8tft,Jtlon whilch wlU tie
" . nferdnce v~In the <ele-

sub"lttgrtJ < the8
87*F

gates of your >rKi,nln«-1"-.n
the constitution of tn”~Sr 1l oN

Awaiting your s*rly ond favourable reply,

* =
“—h

YJuro alncerely,
iJ

P-P- N>TIOK. "N wy. - -
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