
Dad’s Army objector target for brick-throwing, graffiti

r ' T .
MR JAKO BUS NEL 

. .  . 'm u st be c a re fu l'

By BARBARA O RPEN  
A BRICK was hurled through the window of a 
workshop belonging to a Graham stow n busi
nessman, Mr Jakobus Nel, on Thursday night. A 
student new paper with graffiti on it was pushed 
under the door on the sam e night.

The incident com es in the wake of Mr Nel’s 
appearance in the m agistra te 's  court last week 
on a charge of failing to report for Dad’s Army 
cam ps last year.

Mr Nel, 47, who describes himself as being “on 
the right” of the political spectrum , said he saw 
the broken window when he arrived  a t work.

"We went inside and saw shattered  pieces of 
glass all over the place. The brick was found a t 
the other end of the room and m ust have been 
hurled through the window with some force," he
aid___________________________

“My wife then lound a newspaper, which had 
not been there when we left for home the pre
vious night.”

The paper, which was the la test edition of the 
student newspaper, Rhodeo, c arried  a feature on 
m ilitarisation and artic les on various conscien
tious objectors.

Scribbled across m any of the artic les  w ere the 
words, "Koos Nel” and references to his spend
ing tim e in ja il and to the ANC. The nam es of Mr 
Net's wife, daughter and a friend had also been 
w ritten across various stories.

"Whoever did this thinks they a re  being c lever 
by using the student newspaper. They think I 
will au tom atically  blam e students, but I know 
that students would not do this kind of thing as 
they a re  against the sam e things as I am.

He said he would be reporting the incident to 
police.

in an interview earlie r this week. Mr Nel said 
he had lived in Graham stow n for about 40 years 
"on and off*.

After leaving school in 1958, he joined the 
liquor trade  "to build up some capital" and then 
started  his own business, selling m otor compo
nents and repairing vehicles.

Happily m arried  for 19 years, Mr Nel said his 
family, consisting of his English wife, Pat,.and  
three children, w ere vitally im portant to him. "I 
live for them ," he said.

He said he did not belong to any political 
party  a t present. He had "fought for the Right” 
in the past and said he would, "fight for the 
Right" in the future.__________________________
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143 decide 
not to serve 
inSADF

By BARBARA ORPEN 
A TOTAL of 143 young men countrywidepublicly an 
nounced yesterday that they refused to serve in the South 
African Defence Force  in any capacity.

The announcements were m ade a t Press conferences in 
G raham stown, Cape Town, Durban and Johannesburg.

In G raham stown, 10 men, describing them selves as 
‘‘patriotic South Africans who a re  com m itted to working 
for peace and justice in our land," participated.

The 10 called on the G overnm ent to recognise all consci
entious objectors and to introduce a non-m ilitary a lte rn a 
tive to m ilitary  service.

Chairing the conference in G raham stown, the very Rev 
Roy Barker, Dean of the C athedral, said the fact that some 
men w ere not prepared to kill for their country did not 
m ean they w ere not prepared to die for it.

Reading from his personal statem ent. Mr Paul Tecton, 
22, past president of the National Catholic Federation  of 
Students, said: “ Instead of serving in a m ilitary  force 
against all human beings, I choose to work for the King
dom values which a re  so c learly  revealed to us through 
Scripture and the Church's teachings."

The other nine from Graham stow n w ere Mr Andrew 
Roos, Mr Glenn Bownes, Mr Ray Hartley, Mr P e ter 
Hathorn, Mr Daryl McLean, Mr Andre Oosthuizen, Mr 
P atrick  Tandy, Mr Mark Thompson and Mr Paul Wessels.

■  In Pretoria , the M inister of Defence, G eneral Magnus 
Malan, accused the End Conscription Cam paign of th rea t
ening the security  of the State.

G’town objector toi *̂ 
‘Dad’s Army’ in court

By BARBARA ORPEN 
A GRAHAMSTOWN businessm an yester
day appeared in the Graham stow n Magis
tra te 's  Court on a charge of contravening 
the Defence Act, for allegedly refusing to 
report for "Dad’s A rm y” cam ps last year.

Mr Jakobus Johannes Nel, who rep re
sented himself, w as not asked to plead and 
the case was postponed until Septem ber 13.

He was charged with contravening Sec
tion 126A(lXb) of the Defence Act.

I t was alleged th a t he had failed to 
report for m ilitary  cam ps during the 
period from Septem ber 27 to November 25, 
1987. I

At yesterday’s proceedings, the prosecu
tor, Mr M Greenwood, m ade an application 
for the dates on the charge sheet to be 
am ended from "Septem ber 27 - 29", to 
"Septem ber 27 to Novem ber 25” .

Asked if he had anything to say about the 
application, Mr Nel said he did not see why 
he had to serve in “Dad’s Arm y”.

The m agistra te, Mr P  Dauberm ann, said 
th a t did not have anything to do with the 
present application. He allowed the charge

sheet to be amended on the grounds that it 
would not prejudice Mr Nel, as no w it
nesses had a t  th a t stage given evidence.

Mr Greenwood then asked for the case to 
be postponed as certa in  w itnesses for the 
S tate w ere not available yesterday.

Asked if he had any objections to the 
postponem ent, Mr Nel said he did.

He said it was the second tim e he had 
appeared in court, and that this was using 
up tim e which was im portant for the duties 
he had to perform.

He asked for the case to be thrown out 
“and if they w ant to sum m ons m e again, 
they can do so”.

Mr D auberm ann said it w as true  th a t Mr 
Nel had been summonsed to appear on July 
19, and that the case had been postponed to 
yesterday for trial.

However, the prosecutor had indicated 
the tria l would not have been completed 
yesterday and that it would have had to be 
postponed anyway.

G ranting the postponem ent, the magis 
t ra te  said he would not have granted it if 
the whole case could have been heard yes
terday.
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Grahamstown 10 say ‘no’ to call-up
TEN G raham stow n conscientious 
objcctors were am ong a g roup of 
143 th roughout the country who 
this week declared their objection 
to  com pulsory m ilitary service in 
the S A D F  and called on  the 
governm ent to  introduce non- 
military alternatives to national 
service.

T h e  t e n ,  w h o  d e s c r i b e  
themselves as “ patriotic South  
Africans w ho are com m itted to 
w orking for peace and justice in 
ou r land" said in a statem ent that 
the law “does not make adequate  
p ro v is io n  fo r  c o n s c ie n t io u s  
objectors".

“W hile those o f us who are 
universal religious pacifists can 
apply for recognition by the board 
for religious objectors, those tho  
have m ade the decision principally 
for m oral o r political reasons, or 
who are not universal pacifists, will 
have to choose between leaving the 
country, going to  ja il or evading 
the  call-up for as long as possible.

“W e therefore call on the 
governm en t to  recognise all 
conscientious objectors and to 
i n t r o d u c e  a n o n - m i l i t a r y  
a lternative to  m ilitary service. This

alternative should be the same 
length as m ilitary service and 
should include provisions for 
se rv ice  in n © n -g o v e rn m e n ta l 
welfare organisations."

The ten G raham stow n objectors 
are:
•  G lenn Bownes. 21, recently 
m arried and a journalism  student 
at Rhodes.
•  Ray Hartley, 23, vice-president 
o f the Rhodes S R C  and an MA 
student in political studies.
•  Peter H athorn, 28, an articled 
clerk who has previously served 
one year of a two-year prison 
sentence for refusing to serve in the 
SA D F.
•  D aryl M aclean, 23, an MA 
student in linguistics at Rhodes.
•  A ndre O osthu i/en , 24, also a 
Rhodes student and who spent two 
years in the S A D F  in a non- 
com batant position.
•  Andrew  R oos.22 , a final year BA 
student and the top  student a t St 
A ndrew ’s College in 1982.
•  Patrick Tandy, 23. R hodes SR C  
p re s id en t and  BA H o n o u rs  
student.
•  Paul Teeton, 22. an econom ics 
h o n o u rs  s tu d en t and  form er

president o f the N ational Catholic 
Federation  o f Students.
•  M ark T hom pson. 24, a student at 
St P au l’s Anglican Theological 
College who reached the rank of 
lance corporal in the air force 
during  his national service.
•  Paul Wessels, 20, a psychology 
student at Rhodes.

T he ten joined 48 conscientious 
objectors in C ape Tow n, 19 in 
D urban and 66 in Johannesburg  
who added their names to the list 
of those who have objected to 
com pulsory m ilitary service.

Addressing a press conference in 
G raham stow n, Prof M alvern van 
Wyk Sm ith said the four issues of 
co n sc rip tio n , n a tio n a l service, 
w arfare and the ideology o f the 
present S outh  African governm ent 
were not synonymous.

lie  said that th roughout History, 
men had been compelled into 
m ilitary service by their rulers, 
“and the process has never had a 
very pretty face".

“ A psychosis o f m ilitarism  
spread through Europe in the late- 
19th c c n tu re a s th e ... great powers, 
partly in self defence but partly

because o f their own growing 
greed, entered into an  arm s race 
a n d  p ro g ress iv e ly  in tro d u c e d  
conscription.

“T he result was the First W orld 
W ar, the most cataclysm ic and one 
o f the most useless wars ever 
fought.

“ In the run-up to  the Second 
W orld W ar. it was once again the 
aggressors, G erm any and Italy, 
who introduced conscription as 
part o f a deliberate policy to 
militarize the state and to  prepare 
the way for fascist and racist wars 
of conquest.

“ Britain re-introduced conscrip
tion only in M ay 1939 when it 
became quite clear that all other 
ways o f averting  a w ar o f 
aggression on the part of G erm any 
had failed."

He said conscription “at best has 
a dubious ancestry and at worst 
has repeatedly been a major 
resource for policies o f  national 
aggression”.

“ If concription has little to 
recom m cnd it. national service 
interpreted as national construc
tion or com m unity service has a 
great deal, and if today’s meeting

does no m ore than  get us a little 
further from a system of racially 
exclusive, co m p u lso ry  m ilitary  
training, and a little nearer to a 
system o f non-racial, broadly 
based and broadly interpreted 
national service with at least some 
genuine a lternatives to the military 
option, we will have achieved 
m uch."

P ro f van Wyk Sm ith said that 
while he was overjoyed at the news 
of a settlem ent being reached in 
Angola and N am ibia, “ my joy 
would be doubled if I saw similar 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  s i m i l a r  
accom m odations in sight with 
acknowledged leaders o f the black 
people in S ou th  Africa".

He said the fact that large 
num bers o f white S outh  Africans 
did not share the governm ent’s 
ideology was dem onstrated by 
their large-scale exodus from  this 
country... that S ou th  Africa is not

confronted by an  aggressive power 
seeking to  conquer it, bu t that it is 
ra ther the other way round, is 
dem onstrated by conscripts being 
used to occupy a te rrito ry  which is 
supposed  to  be independen t, 
namely N am ibia, and to invade 
o ther neighbouring states”.

"The war in which S ou th  Africa 
is a t present engaged, both  within 
and beyond ou r borders, and 
whether in A ngola o r in the 
townships, is a w ar resulting 
directly from a policy o f racist 
re p re s s io n .  N o  a m o u n t  ol  
f ilibuste r ab o u t C u b an s  and 
com m units can disguise this simple 
fact.

“ A partheid rem ains the root 
cause o f the problem  in which 
S outh  Africa finds itself, and until 
a political so lution to  that problem 
is found, no am ount o f w arfare will 
alleviate it," he said.

143 announce rejection 
of SADF conscription

JO H A N N ESBU R G  —  A T h e  s ta te m e n t n o te s  e a n isa tio n . mitmpnt fm- a ino nnrt riirifv nnri tho m i i nJO H A N N ESBU R G  — A 
g ro u p  o f 143 m en, in 
c lu d in g  a la rg e  n u m b er 
o f  young  p ro fess io n a ls , 
y e s te rd a y  an n o u n ced  
th e i r  in te n tio n  no t to 
se rv e  in th e  S outh  A fri
c an  D efen ce  Force.

T h e  m en  m et in fou r 
g roups , 66 in  J o h a n n e s 
bu rg , 48 in  C ape Town, 
19 in D urb an  a n d  10 in 
G raham stow n.

A t a  new s c o n fe re n ce  
a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  th e  
W itw a te rsran d , th e  J o 
h a n n e s b u rg  g ro u p  r e 
le a se d  W hat th e y  c a lled  
a " jo in t  s ta te m e n t o f 
c o n sc ie n c e ”.

T h e ir  s ta tem e n t asks 
th e  g o v e rn m en t to " a l
low  a ll those  w ho o b jec t 
to  se rv in g  in th e  SA D F 
on m o ra l, re lig io u s  o r 
p o li t ic a l  g ro u n d s, th e  
o p tio n  of a l te rn a tiv e  
s e rv ice  in non-govern- 
m e n t b o d ie s  fo r a  p e rio d  
o f e q u a l  d u ra tio n  to c u r
r e n t  m ilita ry  s e rv ic e ” .

T h e  s ta te m e n t no tes 
th a t  S o u th  A frica  is lo s
ing  th e  s k ills  an d  r e 
s o u rc e s  o f m any  young 
p e o p le  b e c a u s e  “ it does  
n o t p ro v id e  fo r a d 
e q u a te  a l te rn a tiv e s  to 
m ilita ry  s erv ice " .

T h e  c o n fe re n ce , fo r 
bo th  loca l an d  fo reign  
jo u rn a lis ts ,  w as c h a ire d  
by a W its le c tu re r ,  Mr 
W ilhe lm  L ieb en b e rg , 
h im s e lf  a c o n sc ie n tio u s  
o b jec to r.

In  re s p o n se  to q u e s 
tio n s , he  sa id  th e  g roup  
re p re s e n te d  a "b ro a d  
s p ec tru m  o f  w h ite  S ou th  
A fric a n s” w ho d id  no t 
w an t to  se rv e  th e  SA D F 
in any  c ap ac ity , n e i th e r  
as c o m b a tan ts  n o r  non- 
co m b a tan ts .

M r L ie b e n b e rg  sa id  
th e y  had  com e to g e th e r  
in d e p e n d e n tly , had  
re a c h e d  th e i r  d e c is io n  
fo r in d iv id u a l re a so n s  
a n d  w e re  n o t u n ified  
u n d e r  an  e s ta b lis h e d  o r

g an isa tio n .
P ro fe ss io n a ls  in 

c lu d e d  in th e  g ro u p  
w e re  sev en  d o c to rs , five 
p r ie s ts , fo u r  law yers, 
tw o n u c le a r  p h y sic ists , 
fo u r e n g in e e rs , tw o 
a rc h ite c ts , n in e  a c a d e m 
ics, a d e n tis t,  th r e e  com 
p u te r  p ro g ram m ers  and  
th re e  jo u rn a lis ts .

T h e  143 in c lu d e s  co n s
c r ip ts  w ho h a v e  a lre a d y  
o b je c ted  to m ilita ry  s e r 
v ice  an d  h ave  b e e n  co n 
v ic ted  (a re c e n t ly  con 
v ic ted  c o n sc rip t , D avid 
B ru ce , is on  th e  list).

I t  a lso  e m b ra c e s  $ 
n u m b e r  o f  c o n sc rip ts  
w ho have b e en  c la s s i
fied  as re lig io u s  o b je c 
to rs  and  a re  c u rre n tly  
p ro v id in g  com m unity  
serv ice .

T h e  E nd  C o n sc rip tio n  
C am paign  (ECC) s u p 
p o rte d  th e  s ta n d  tak e n  
by th e  m en  say in g  th e ir  
d e c la ra tio n  w as a " c o u r
ageous an d  p u b lic  com 

m itm en t fo r a ju s t  and  
b e t te r  S ou th  A fric a ”.

T h e  EEC  cam e  u n d e r  
f ire  from  th e  M in is te r  o f 
D efence , G e n e ra l M ag
nus  M alan , w ho accu sed  
th e  o rg a n isa tio n  o f 
th re a te n in g  th e  sec u rity  
o f th e  sta te .

H e d e s c r ib e d  th e  EEC 
as b e in g  “ th e  v an g u ard  
o f th o se  fo rce s  th a t  a re  
in te n t  on  w reck in g  th e  
p re s e n t  d is p e n s a tio n  
and  its  re n e w a l” .

G en M alan  sa id  ev a 
s io n  o f n a tio n a l s e rv ice  
w as, in  te rm s  o f  th e  D e
fen ce  A ct, a c r im in a l of
fen ce  and  w a rn e d  th a t 
" a c tio n  m u s t a cc o rd 
ingly  be  ta k e n  ag a in st 
o ffen d ers" .

“N o c itiz en  can  d e 
c id e  o f  h is  o r  h e r  own 
f ree  w ill, w h ich  law s to 
re s p e c t .”

G en M alan  sa id  th e  
ECC w as, th ro u g h  its  a c 
tio n s , p la c in g  p u b lic  s e 

c u rity  a n d  th e  m a in te n 
a n c e  o f p u b lic  o rd e r  a t 
risk .

"A ny p e rso n  o r  o rg a 
n is a tio n  d is ru p tin g  and  
u n d e rm in in g  th e  r e 
sp o n s ib il ity  e n tru s te d  to 
th e  SA D F is a c tin g  in 
c o n flic t w ith  th e  c o n sti
tu tio n . No se lf -re sp ec t-  
ing  s ta te  c an  to le ra te  
su ch  su b v e rs iv e  a c tio n .”

H e a d d e d  th a t  th e  
SA D F w as e n tru s te d  by 
law  to  sa feg u a rd  an d  
p ro te c t  th e  c o u n try  an d  
its  p eo p le .

“T h e  ECC’s cam p aig n  
a g a in s t th is  re s p o n s ib il
ity  is a s ick  a tte m p t to 
try  an d  c re a te  a m a rty r  
im ag e .”

G en M alan  d e sc rib e d  
th e  SA D F as “a se rv ice  
o rg a n is a tio n  o f th e  
s ta te "  w h ich  w as r e 
sp o n s ib le  fo r n a tio n a l 
secu rity .

"N a tio n a l s e c u r ity  is 
th e  to p  p r io r ity  fo r

A frica  an d  is 
p o litic a l p re ju -

“M oreover, th e  SA D F 
is  re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  
fu ll s p e c tru m  o f  S ou th  
A frican  socie ty . Its  
m e m b e rs  h ave  d iv e rg e n t 
p o litic a l, e th ic a l ,  m o ra l 
an d  re lig io u s  conv ic
tio n s  b u t th e y  s tan d  
s h o u ld e r  to  s h o u ld e r  in  
so lid  c a m a r a d e r ie  in th e  
se rv ice  o f  S o u th  A frica ."

G en M alan  s a id  it 
sh o u ld  a lso  b e  re m e m 
b e re d  th a t  S o u th  A frica  
w as in  th e  a c t  o f  p o l i t i 
c a l re s tru c tu r in g .

"S o u th  A frica  is  m ov
ing  in  a  very  re a l  w ay to 
w a rd s  a new  d is p e n s a 
tion . O ne e x a m p le  o f 
th is  is th e  e le c tio n  on 
O c to b er 26 in  w h ich  a ll  
m em b ers  o f  th e  p o p u la 
t io n  w ill p a r t ic ip a te  to 
b ro a d e n  th e  d e m o c ra tic  
b a se .” — D D C-Sapa
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