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Main Findinfs

1. The possibility for conscripts to perform alternative 
service does exist, although it is of a very restrictive and 
limited nature. The provision for religious objectors was 
introduced in 1982 in response to a growing wave of 
conscientious objectors.

2. The Board for Religious Objectors provides only for 
bona fide religious pacifists to do alternative service. 
Objector status is granted to an applicant with whose 
religious convictions it is conflict to render one of the 
following three forms of service:

* service in a combatant capacity in any armed 
force;

* service in a combatant capacity in any armed 
force, to perform any maintenance task of a 
combatant nature therein and to be clothed in a 
military uniform; or

* any military service or to undergo any military 
training or to perform any task in or in 
connection with any armed force.

The process of applying for status as a community server can 
be difficult, although the Board is fair in its operation.

3. A special dispensation has been created for Jehova's 
Witnesses who refuse to recognise the authority of the 
Board.

4. Community servers experience many difficulties 
regarding placement and conditions of service. The system 
operates punitively in terms of length and conditions of 
service. There is limited scope for placement. Salaries 
are meagre and the life of a community server could be seen 
as a hard one.

Community servers have made numerous attempts to improve 
their conditions. Certain improvements have been made, 
although the relationship between servers and the Department 
of Manpower, which is responsible for administering their 
affairs, has at times been strained.

5. In addition to calls for the improvement of the 
conditions of their service the National Community Servers 
Group has made requests for alternative service to be 
available to broader categories of people, for it to be
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