
In keeping with what I  hope will become an established 
Anniversary in the history of our Llberatory Movement in the Union 
of South Afrioc I find it right and fitting that, as president- 
General of the African National Congreaa, I should give this year 
os Last year a nMaage and call aa we approach "JUNE 26", a date 
which i»s become a land mark of special significance to the 
oppressed people In tfee Union of South Afrioa In their fight for / 
freedom.

Bver since I960 "JUNE £6" has become a epeoial day in the 
►♦oalendar of our Liberatory movement in the Union of South Africa, 
itai algnlficance will grow with years and Its zenith when in the 
not dlatant future we attain our freedom.

Wherein lies the significance of this day? It lies in the 
fact that It enshrines' *the determination of the oppressed people 
In the Union of South Attica to unitedly fight for their liberation 
from oppression; It enshrines their hope for the realisation in tiie 
not distant future, of a true Union of South Africa where we shall 
have in truth " a government of .the people, by the'people and for-  ̂
the people" and not fof. m3UR0FEaN3 0NTY"T The lay la not one of 
rejoicing or frivolity liut one of commemoration and dedication.

i .  n  is  a day o? com m em oration

It  ia a day of commemoration when in the words of my mesaage 
last year, "we must call to mind gratefully all those men and 
women from all walks of life - Chiefs and Commoners, educated and 
unedunatod, leaders and followers of various movements and 
organisations - who at different times in our history have laid 
down their lives or made other saorifi-ses in the strupe^le for our 
rights and our freedom.

♦ .

On this day wherever fighters for freedom foregather - at 
home, at work or at play - they are called upon to recount to 
themselves end to others the heroic deads of our forebears in 
defence of their homeland and of their rights as free men.

E. IT  IS A DAY OF STRENGTHENING BONDS OF SYMPATHY AND
DETERMINATION TO BUILD A UNITED FRONT rtOAINST OPPRESSION:

On this day we should remember sympathetically the suffering 
of others due to the oppression perpetrated on us by the nowers 
that be.

RESOLVE AFRESH TO FIGHT A1ID DIE TOGETHER.

3. IT IS A DAY OF DEDICATION:

Remembering the past ani bearing in mind our duty for the 
future wo nu3t on this day dedicate ourselves afresh to the cause 
of securing freedom in our land during our lifetime; and, inspired 
by the supreme sacrifice already made by many for the cause we 
should resolve afresn NEVER TO TUMI BACK UNTIL FREEDOM IS WON.
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« .S e r a  - a"d in t h i a o a l l  I  includ^our gallant A l l i e s ?  !!** “ *

1. On the evening of Friday Turns 26 1954  in t-ho h

^ eI aSSe'c?alnf 0?e° f le ' non-European - °£ ? ?Se?eU  .1

members of our fiouaa-holde^youJU! and 4® that
about the significance of t h i s ^ t a y L e t t h e ^ ^  reminded 

household tell the rounder 2J * # * ! . - *  older members of 
atory of the atruggle of kn°*r “ ■ ‘ *>9

^ nLn^ h ^ h ^ y1^ ^ nLraea\efr a ? e ^ l L L ” t1 ° r ^ ‘1" }"“ r^ a-^Ktivss srry-
who are iway from their h ^ ^ n ^ L ^ r ”  for us" Ttoaa 

« y a  In Which they can carry out th ia^apec?  It £J“ r a *l*t,bl#

e ‘  our^boaaa -  p l a S e Y l i f ^ d 8 U g b t  a flra out.lde
Of the spark St f J e S d S ^ l J h  w ? * 3 a 3^ bo1 I 
in our hearts and a s im  to our determi£ed to keep alive
that we are keeping the v i 1  l r  freedom-lovers - J 

inspiration it would be to us if w eS e^o 'a  
lighted fires all around at a fi h ! °  800 Ql1 tJlefle 

undying flames of freedom which must iM *fr p  nd ^  ° f the 
u n tU  our objectives are c h L ^ r ^ h ^ V x V M

iQceq .chag&hfts  t o ^ h . q ^ y f ^ o ^ ^ 1 tb a jjlif l i ^ e r s  o f  t.hq

namely June 28, - - ^ ~ n T ^ r ^ l ^ T n T ^ M , n  June 2e> -1 qR4 ,
that day let

decided ut>on share in the art n-r r Special Service
m  the act of Commemoration and Dedication
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f f i ^ L T O ^ ^ ^ S V ^ ““”ss-‘s»
required to report to the H e a d ^ f f in turn are
was carried on throughout the P w i S o e  tSm p 5® Co™1iemoration 
be collated and Dublishsd in n I  I  . reports shouLj

Bulletin for theP?nfom aU o£  Sf 2??1? L 1Saue ° f the Provincial 
Province. The N a t i S n a ^ e a d ^ o ? ^ ^ ^ ? !  a ^ ^ V "  the 
a special BulleLI n 4 1 al3°  ln turn p ubli*

the Province aa t o  h o w  J u n n  2 6 ° u ^ i  ° f 311 tlle Brunches in 
South Africa. 26 ,1954 , was remembered throughout

I- intended I

atruggla for freedom! I commend ft f Wlth “» ln

communities and reapeotfull? w a le a J  th^I J ea<ier3 ° f tllea9
graciously convey it to their 0 aocePt it and
acceptance an<T aotion. respective communities for

Yours in the National Servi ce,
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Ig.gd) ALBERT j.lutttt.t 
PREoi ljc;M'-(;5rjl;RAL ,Ar~?J. c.
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