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( om1aa1on ) 

To be ineortod after first paragraph. 

The aev. Geo. Lowo,the Convener of thio Conference 

was unanimously oleoted Chairman and the Rev. E. Gottsohling 

ef the Derlin Mission QB Secretary. 
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Jl I B 0' T E S. 

Orthography Confere~oe. 
• 

JOUAlHlES:BURG •• 

Wedneed~, 23rd Februar,y 1910 nt 10.30 a.m. the Conference 

met at the Committee Room of the .BritiSh & For~ign Bible Soo~ 

and was opened w1 th prayer, by the Rev. J. Arndt iil German :and 

by the Rev• F.J.Brisooe in English. 

The Rev. Goo~ Low~,repreeentative of tho B.& r.B.Sooiety, 

the neve. A.J.~ookey & J.Tom Brown of the L.u.s.,Rev. ~.J. 

Briso()e, Gao. Rolland & J . Uonyatsi of the Wesleyall i.4ias!on. 

Rev. E. Penzhorn of tbe H&-m8ll!leburg Misoion, Archdeacon L. 

Fuller, representing the E!tgl5.oh Ohu.~oh M~esion, attended part 

of the QOruing's session u~y. ~ne Deooana Mission of the 

Berlin 3oo1ety was repr.esunt~d by the Rvv8 ~ R. Brune & J. Arndt. 

The Reve. J. ~edopth: and C ~ Uoffmann represented the 

Derlin Mission of the nortbcrn 'l'rausvaal,and Revs. H. lfu.sc;hke 

P.E.3chwellnus,the Berlin ~ssion in Southern Transvaal." The . ,. 

Revs. G, ~l~empelmann. E. Gottachlins & o. 3ohwel1nus were aJ..eo 

present. 

Tho Chnirman,R~v. Geo. ,Low~, welcomed the mambers of 

the Couf'erenoe on behalf of the British lc Foreign Bible Society . 

and also read a letter of w'loome from the Editorial Superin-

tendent, Dr. ~lgour. 

3ome other communications having been read and the ob

Je~t of thio CoAforenoe discussed, it wso resolved to primarilf 

deal viith the Seawa.na Orthography; the represezrtat.ivea ·,r other _ 

closely rolated languages to accept as ~ sisne ss possibl~, 

·. 



. 2. 

tor sounds whieb their languages have in common with the Oecwana. 

t'ith regard to the Orthegraphioal Signs to be used, the ·' 

following resolutions were carried. 

~o retain only the open and tho closad ·E ; and that we agree 

to use the grave nooent for the open E, 
' \ ordinar.v E unaccented viz: n Ema 

' viz: e, · and leave "the 

' Hela 
e eme hedile 

Jlo eli ati:ngu.ishing sign is required tor tbe short 1. The open · 

0 only to be accented the seme as the open ~. by the srave 

' accent viz: 0, tho ~iddlo 0 being dropped jus~ as the middle E. 

At 12.45 p.m. the mooting was adjourned till 2.30 p.m. 

When Rev. ~. Penzhorn opened the afternoon session by prayer. 

The discussion of the ·signs to be use~ in_ Seowana was continued: • 
• Uitb one dissenting vote,it was resolved that. only one 

U is necoseary ; and also vith one dissenting vote,tbat in 

Seowana ~ is the only 3~mi-vowel required. The letter Y was 

pu~ in tho alphabot as a oonsonant,onl7 with 6 votes against 3. 

The letters o.u. drop alao' out as semi-vowels. 

in. Seowana u.re. G · X 

. Tho Labial a o.ro: 

B p BY 

XG. 

PY. 
The letter L vas, with one .dissenting vate,rotained as 

a l>ontal. ':!itll referenoo to tho D, it wo.e 1·osolved by 9 votes 

against 1 vote.that this letter be Tetainod as a distinct sign_ 

for . the sound somettmos expre~eed b~ ~ or R,espeoially before 

tho vowols I and U, as for instonco in tho words: Uodimo,Diba, . -
LocH:·, Poduhali, Dulo., Duoh~. R, rop»d'"oonta a diutinot aound, 

and is therefore nlso neoesear1. 
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3. 

EASALfJ. 

. 
·llo·. I~ I I 

B, ·~ to repreoent t hat distinct Spanish sound and to do awa:y 

with the llG. ~rea members voted against this. NY was un~-

mouely l .. etained. As Sibilants the lottere C, ~s. S and mr 

were retained. 

In Seownna there nre no Lnterals. 

The Aspirates are: . 
H, P.ll (aspiratod P TLU TIDl & . OH. 

This gives for ·seowana the folloWing alphabet , agreed 
to by the Conference, viz: 

V01·:EL3 
\ ' A E e I 0 • u 

SEW:-VO"l.'EL 

w. 
GUTTURALS 

G X KG 

LABIALS & COMPOSITES. 

B p M F :BY PY 
\. 

DEBTALS. 

D T L R. 

' liASAL8. 

-..J 
BY n &: 

OIBILADT3 .. 
0 TS s SH. 

and the Aspirates, 

H PH CH TLR TSR 

Qr-..in alJ>habe'tioal. . order : 



-

A 

B 

BY 

c 
CB 

D 

E 
\ 
e 

4. 

RECOGlUZED .ALHIABET. 

ama, bu.tho 
l 

»oowono., loba 

lobywa 

coma, cwa 

ohogo., ohabn 

41lo, bobodu 

lela, tokO 
\ ' \ tlogoln, theko 

' 
G 

uood prinoipo.lly in toroisn words ao,~o.folo, mofoign. 

gama, gopola 

mehoko , hapo. 

dira, lobiko. 

ltana, eokoJco. 

~mo, Xgama 

H 

I 

X 

XG 

:m 
L 

Ji 

J 

' Khumo, Xhwibidu 

Lomo., lata 

motho, mala, 

nako, nopa 

-J1 nwnna, nc.g'On 

0 rona, roka 

nab~, ' ' bogoso ' 0 

P pula, lo:i)a 

PH phate, phupu 

PY Phalo.pJe 

mmele 

R rntn, rita, ruto. 

s 
Sll 

T 

' sbupa, nasho 
\ ' to.ln, topo 

_,. 

continued . 
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TS 

TSR 
u 
w 
y 

\ \ 
thv.polo, tha.bu 

\ \ 
tlhomamo, setlbero 

\ 
tsoiW., toola 
lohGtoho, taholn 
upa, bus. 
Kwl;l.la., s ogwo.gwa 

\ 
yo.lo., eoyo. 

5. 

At the oloso of the dny'#3 mCletiilg, the folloWing 

notioos of motion for tho next days meet~g were given, viz: 

Rev. J. i~ndt; for uniform spelling ot foroign names. 
:' { . ;: 

Rov,·wookoy; of forming a Litorarr Assooiation,whioh 

ought to iaouo n Uookly ~oriodionl for the Bativos. 

3. nov. J. Tom Drown; for a 3eawnnn Dible,~evised by all 

the Sooiotios ~orking amongst tho Becwane. 

The Meeting ~as closed at 5.30 p.m., ~ith the Benodiotion 

pronounood b~ tho Chairman. 

Thursdgy. 24th Feb. 1910. 

Tho proceedings of to-dayo nooting woro opened with 

prQ¥or by the Rov. Goo. Rolland at 9.30 a.m • 

~e Minutes ~ere road and confirmed. 

' Tho Chairman ~olooned tho Rev. Ford.Jonson,of the Hor-

mannsburg Liiesion and the Rev. H. Dennett of the Churoh of Eng

land. 

A question of Rev. Ferd. Jensen,regarding the use of tho 

W in 3eowana, ~hich was decided prior to his arri~ been 

answorod at oonsidorablo length,bJ tho Revs. t. Tom »rown and . 

·. 

,. 



6. 

Get. Rtlland,tho Conferonco discussed tho desirability of a 

uniform spelling tf f•roign names in Soo~ana. 

Tho subJoot was introduced by Rev. J. Arndt. 

Afto~ somo discussi~n it uas agreed that this mattor 

bo referred t e tho same Ctmmittoo,whioh,ns a result of Rev. J. 
Tom Bro~m's motion, ~ill hnvo to bo ~ppointcd for tho Revision 

ot tho Seorm.na Biblo. 

On tho motion of tho Rov. J. J~ndt,it was roeolvod: 

That tho Cer~ittoo,to bo appointed by tho B.& F.D.3ociety,in 
ordor to ruviso tho latest Ooo\lane. Bible • ~ bo instructed to 
docido clso,upon a uniform spelling of biblical and othor f er-
eign namoe • . 

As ~ho result of tho motion introduood by Rov. J. Tom 
Brown,and discussed at length by the Cenforonoe,it was resolved 

to request the n.& F.B.3o~ioty to arrange with tlle following 

Mission 3oo1etios, viz: · 

The London Uisaion Sec., ~oaloyan, Church of England, 
Dutch Reformed Ohuroh, Hormanneburg ~ Berlin Miseicns,for tho 
appointment of a Commission, to undertake a revision of tho last 
edition of tho 3ec~ana Biblo; und tbut eaoh of tho above Sooie
tios be asked to appoint one representative; but that the Rov. 
A. J. r.ookoy of tho L.M.S., be appointod by tho Bible Society, 
in addition to tho representative, to bo nominated by the L.M.S. 

The Uev. Geo. Lewe, promised t • (J.pply at once to tho 

Biblo 3ooiety for a doubly interleaved copy of tho Socwana Bible, 

to bo sent to oaoh Missionary working amongst tho Boowana, whoso 

assistanoo in tho Revision would bo valuuble to tho Commis*ien. 

The Rov. A.J. ~ookey expressed his gratitudo . t e the 

Chairman and members of this .Conforenoe, for the kin~ly apprecia

tion exproaood to him for his shnro in tho trnnalatien tf tho 

prosont 3oewana Biblo. 

Rev. A.J.~ookG.r 1ntroduced hie motion for tho founding 

of a Li te.rary Association, from oembors of al.l tho l!iesion Sooie-



I 

' 

"· 
tios,with tho ob3eot to issue· a WeeklJ Peri t diosl,in erder 

to enliglltt:ln the nutives by tllia· means. 

Tho auggestion wns favourablJ received and dis~seed by 

the Oonferonoe. 

A aub-Oommittee,oonsieting of the Revs. Br~wn & Penz-

hern nnd tho Soorotnr,v,having been appointed, for the purpese 

ef eelootiug samplo words to illustrate tho Soowana Alphnbot 

agro~d upou• tl1e Couf~rcuoo u.dJournod at ll. 30 a.m. 

Tho afternoon ~~ssion,oommonoing ut 3.p.m. was opened 

with prQJor by the nov. J~ Monyatsi. 

It was attended by tl1 0 f~il~wing members tf tho Confor-

ouoe, vis: 
Rove. Guo. Lt iJO, A.J.,'Iookoy, J. Tom Brow;n, J. Arndt, 

E. Ponzhorn, ll"crd. Jonson, J. ~!cdepohl, n. Bruno, P.E.Schwo ... ,.~ .... ,... 
. o. Hoffmunn, J. l.lo!cyu.tsi., H. Bonnott, F.J.Brisooo und tho 

' ' ·te.ry. 
~l t:l aamplo \fOrds eolootod to illustrate tho Soowan~ .. 

Alphabet agreed upon by the Conforonoo,woro re~d and o~plainod 

by tho Rev. J. Tom Browu and it wus roaolvod: 
Thct the · Luphnb~t ns now prosontod,bo iasuod as tho offioiall~ 
rooognizod alphabot .. _of this Contorenoo,and that it bo used in 
ull futuro versions of tho Hol~ 3oripturos in Soowana and thnt 
tho vurious Mis sion Sooiaties bu roquostcd to ~ooept it for . 
. bo-oks to be published in thut language utter this date. 

. .. . . lt w~e also rosolvod: Thut this Conforonoo respect 
roo~o~d ~D the B.& i.B.Sooicty,th&t for Beowana,two oditi~ns 
et tho Biblo· in. throe different olassos of bindi~ uro sutfioi 

· ~o . ~tzoa - of tho Bible~ bo in RubJ Octavo and Royal Ootcv• . 
The ~i;oo of tho Do~ ~ootumcnt to bo 32 mo.& Ruby Ootovo. 

. . . ' 

· It ~na tqrthor agrood to rooommcnd to tho C9mmittoo f 
· tbo ltovision of ~ho D.Q0~10JlU. BiblO.t thut SOlDO editions __ of tho 
T.ostaMcnt und of the ~1blo,bc pr1~tod ~1~h marginal r o foron~ o 
cind thut .to . aom~ odi tiona of the now Toatmnont, the Psalms bo 
nddod; u.l~• that t~ Gospels & Aots be issued in one vclumo, 

.... 
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•• 
nt n ohoap rate, for uso in 3ohoola. 

,, 

~o Membore of tho Joint Orthogrsphioul Oonferonoo ~f tho 

Borlin Uiaaien for Uorth and aouth Transvanl,ropertod te thie 

Conferonoo on tho few difforonooa left botwoon tho Seawana,ae 

now adopted aud tho Soeethe Orthography resolved upon by thom, 

at their 1•eoent Conforonoo. In reply it was resolved: 

fh~t this Confcrcnco oxprooaoo ito delight ut tho ununimit.J of 
its mambors iu oooopting the Soownna Orthography and plnoos on 
rcoerd tho fuot th~t the brothron roprcaonting tho Berlin 
Mission aooioty working &mong the Transvaal Bneotho pooplo, 
~ocopt Glso tho aoowana Orthogrcphy with tho following axcoptione: 
DG for n; T.B8 in pluoo of TSH and TEL in plooo oi TLH. 

After a prnyor of th~nke,by tho Chairman,for tho guid-

anoo ~oooivod by tho Spirit of God during tho dolib~rations of 

this mooting,tho Conferenoo outhorised tho Chairman nnd tho 

Soorotary to sign those Minutes on behalf of the Mombors wlle 

took pv.rt in 1 t. 

Tho votes of thsnks,propoaod by tho Rov. A.J.~ookoy,t e 

tho D.& F.D.3ooiety,th~ Rov. GQo. Lowo and tho 3oorotary,woro 

unanimously pasood by o st~nding vote of tho Conforonoo, 

The Chairman o.nd tho Soorotary hnving responded to, tho 

Conforonoo was at 4,30 p.m. oloeod with prnyer by tho Rov. J 

Tom Drown &nd tho Bonodiotion pronounced by tho Chairman. 

On bohnlf of tho Conference: 
• 
4-t;~:L<~~!~:.... 

_ . . Oha.irmo.n, 

&, §£.#3r.hi~, 
Sooroto.ry. ·1 

I 
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