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at Potchefstroom by President Marthinus Pretorius, Matleba was
allowed to return to Matlwang in 1856, and lived there in comparative
peace for another 17 years.

Seatlholo, elder of the section at Thaba licho had died in
1846 (?), and the Thaba Ncho section of the Rapulana people was
now under the sole charge of his younger t»nther lotube. In 1864,
however, Matlaba called NMotuba to join him at MatIwang leaving
the Thaba Wcho section of his people now under Goutiwetswe, generally
known as Abraham Motuba. In reality this man was the son of Noilwa -
Motuba's immediate elder brother, and only assumed the surname of ()
Motuba because he had lived with him from childhood, and succeedollﬁf
him as elder of headmean et Theta Ncho. This Goutiwevswe or B
Abreham Motuba was borm in about 1830, and subsequentlj took Ghiefwg
Moroka's daughter Nnana to wife. fias!

o, sy

In 1874, having been sought out and befriended by President

_ Prancois Burgers, Matlaba was directed by him to remove to Elands—-

fontein, and was soon after assisted by the South African Republio: f
to settlalat Bodibe or Polfontein, where he arrived with all his

“people, including the Thaba Neho sectiom of Goutlwetswe Abraham

Motuba in April 1874, This latter place - Polfontein, was claimed
by Montshiwa, whose people, Israel llolema and Stiﬁhen Lefenya '
iyopg others, had lands there under irrigation from the Tfountain

£ which the place is named. They were unceremoniously pushed

out in spite of Montshiwa's protests. usapy

Mosikare NMothupi, & junior me@bei of the Rapulana royalty ,
a cousin of the chief Matlaba and alsg,cousin of Molema equally :
like YMatlabs himself, soon after this came from Bodibe (Polfontein)
with a handful of followers to live at Lotlhekane or Reitfontein -
about ten miles tc the south of Molema's town of Mafikeng.
Naturally he called on Molema to acguaint him with this step, and
¥olema would undéubiedly in turn tell Montshiwé,=¥ho was still
living at lMoshaneng under the Bangwaketse chiel Gaseitsiwe. It
is not likely that there were any conditions or formalities in
connection with this coming aud settlement of Mothupi. Lotlhakane
had been the home of the original chief Rapulana in the previous
century. Rapualana was the great-grand father of liothupi as -
well as Matlaba, He had come here with his clan on the dispertion'.

of the Barolong nation at Setlagole about the year 1777, and

here he had %ied and was buried. From here the clan had moved

to Matlwang, then to Didibeng (Hartebeestfontein), then to 5
Motlhanaapitse near Warrenton end then to Theba Neho, from whence
they were now returning after nearly a hundred years. Montshiwa, Fis
however, claimed Lotlhakane as his territory, and regarded

Mothupi's visit and words to Molema as & request for permission

to settle there, and therefore Mothupi as his vassal. This

beceme guite a favourite legend among the people of Montshiwa,.

In.....'..'../
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In 1875 Matleba ordered that section of his tribe that had

re aine@sbehind under Seatlholo and ¥otuba but had now followed

a;ﬁn&#bg;

upXﬁgﬁ%; Goutlwetswe to move to Lotlhakane, Their exodus from
Bodibe was quite an imposing affair of 37 wagons, many horses ridden
and driven, and a large number of cattle, sheep ébd goats. They
made straight fo?“ﬁétlhggane, and there “rutlwetde, probably
without consulting either Molema or Montshiwa JoTned Mothupi
Mosikare, and being of senior rank superseded hin as elder of the
clan at Lotlhakane. Without any specific understanding, hontshiﬂn
regarded Goutlwetswe (Abraham) as he had regarded Mothupi, that is
as being tcibutary to him because he had come to live in what he
claimed to be his uountry. Goutlwetswe on the other hand looked
only to Matlaba at Bodibe as his chief, and regarded lLotlhakane

as his inheritance.

Frequent mention of this c¢lan will be made in the ensuing
pages. vide pr.

CHAPTER IX

_ ENTER PRESIDENT FPRANCOIS BURGLBS

Having forced Marthinus Pretorius and his state attorney
Klein to\ resign their offices, the South Africam Republic, by
the hand its acting President Daniel Erasmus now issued a
Proclamation,~yepudiating the Keate Award on the ground that the
Ex-President PreXorius had no authority to sign the deed of
submission. The Buirghers of the Republiec were now unanimous in
their desire to find a clever man to be their president, one who
could competently & e their cases and defend their interests
before any European oouncil. They obtained such a man on the
lst July 1872 - in the Reverend Thomas Francois Purgers of Hanover,
Cape Colony. He was duly swdrn in as President of the South
African Republic, He was full\of energy, ideas and promise. His
tirst duty was to prove this to\his electors by neutralising
the Heate Award and thus removi the dominent g¢rievence of the
Republic. His repudiation of thd Award was expressed in forcible
and forthright language in & pamphlet; his grounds were (1) want
of authority on the part of the Republie's signatories to the
deed of submissien, (2) Want of decision\in the.deed of submission
itself, end (3) Bies on the part of one df the arbitrators and
of the final umpire.

D T N e

He prosecuted some research into the-history of the Barolong,
and discovered that there were several clans - \Ratlou,Tshidi,
Makgetla, Seleia and Rapulane in that order of seniority, and
that the principal chief of the senior (Ratlou) el was Moshete ,
but that for some reason that individual was not at jhe head of i
affairs in his clan, let alone other clans, but that on the
contrary he was employed as a servaniy and shegprd‘hy a 'Dutch

fameroogooonoo/



of their national intergrity and they objeote& to the Imperial veto
on their native legislation as an intolerable incubus. Amongst
other things they demanded the re-affirmation or restoration of the
Sand River Convention of 1852, a freehand in dealing with African
tribes on the western Transvaal border, and addition to the osuuu*
Transvaal by the lands of lMontshiwa, Woshete, Mankurwane and Mo

In support of this last elaim they put in a historical resume that

Atheir predecessors in office had conquered and expelled Mzilikeui

who had over-run all these countries, and that therefore Bochuaua—iz

'land belonged to them by right of conguests They fortified

themselves by citing the deeds of cession made by some chiefs -

Moshete and Matlaba and Moaﬁﬁﬁ”- to their former prosident Thomas ?t

Burgers, They referred to the Keate Award ss a deliberate avulsionf

of the Transvaeal.

“When the Transvaal delagates went to Loudon, they imagined

that they had only to come and see and conguer. If they had come

nine months earlier their anticipations might have been fulfilled.
When they arrived, however, it was too lates *Mr. Mackenzie Lad ;ﬁ
been befolrehand with them, and to their unconcealed chargrin, they
found that the public would not tolerate their attempt to erect
a Boer barrier across the great trade route from the Cape to
Central Africa®™ (W.T. Stead in Pall Mall Gazette as quoted by
WsD. lackenzie. Life of John Mackenzie pe. 309).

Lord Derby in replying therefore told the Deputntion that G
NMontohiwa and Mankurwane objected on behalf of themselves and theirf
people to being included in the Transvaal, and there was a strong
body of feeling in England in favour of their independence unless
they were under British protection. |

While willing to concede to the demands of the Deputation
in most things, evem to the point of further modifying the &
Transveal boundary to include an additional 2,600 square miles of
lend being parts of the lands of Moshete and Mosf6if; Lord Derby,
liberal-minded, urbane and even "cold-water engine™ as he was,
was adement in resisting the inclusion in the Tramsvaal of
Montshiwe's and Mankurwane's territories and the WMissionary or
Trade Route.

, In reporting this intransigence of Lord Derby to the Volksraad,
President Paul EKruger stated "He could not say that the British

~ Government had not been willing to hear them, yeti{ had been ‘
induced to withhold justice from the Deputation by lies and fraud

on the part of traitors and intriguers of whom Mr. Mackenzie was
one. There were officials of Her Majesty whom Her Majesty must
believe. He said that if Her Najesty really caused an impartial
investigation to be made, they would learn the whole truth. At

PreselNtececss ./
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present the British Government went on the letters of liars. The
Government in gemeral, and lr. Gladstone in particular were

‘influenced by the opinion of the English people to whom they must

give account. If it had not been for Mr. Mackenzie and the High

Commiessi er, thi id been risht These liars had
atirred ? tWo pln: to g‘t’g r t%oe' of té’“goveﬁewww rgf)'
The establishment of a British protebtorataLZZEr the lands
of Montshiwa and Mankurwane was at the same time decided upon, and a

commission was issued to Sir Hercules Robinson to protect British
interests in'Bechuanaland, and the High Commissioner recommended

the Reverend John Mackenzie to be Special commissioner on the spot

to assist him. Mackenzie was not a persona grate in the Transvaal.
He was toc outspoken & critic of their native policy, and no sochner
was his appointment known of in South Africen than there waé“ghtburat
of indignation againet it expressed in telégrams of protest to the
Colonial Office./ The news of the new delimitation of the western
Tranavaaﬂpoundary and the probablf‘astabliahment of a British
protoctorake over the countries of Montshiwa and Menkurwane at once
incited the freebooting volunteers of Moshete to greater activity,
and after holding several meetings in March, they determined to get

possession of Montshiwa's lands in anticipation of the actual

erection of beacons and the issue of the proclamatiom of the
protectorate. On the lst of April (1884) Gey van Pittius,
"Administrator of the land of Goshen" and leader of Moshete's
volunteers gave Montshiwa four days' notice to quit these lands at
Rooigr~nd, which Montshiwa's people had never wholly vacated in
spite of the expropriating provisions of the Snyman Treaty of 1882.
Hontshiwa of course refused to gquit, and s#id he would regard any
attempt to dislodge him as an act of war. The Goshen volunteers
thereupon turned their oattle and horses 1nto the Barolong ripening
cornfields, and at the same time, Gey vanmiittiue gave notice of
his intention to survey Montshiwa's land, cut it up into farms, 5
set it up as the Republic of Goshen and occupy it. On this, ‘
Wontshiwa wrote to Gey van Pittius:- "I have heard “hat vour 1ntantio
-n is to come and survey my country, and that you will also take
ny cattles You cannot look to me for paymant or for farms. I did
not hire you. You 8ll know this. I did not intertero with your
seeking your payment from the person who hired you ae his '
volunteers. At the same time I warn you to leave ny country. I
do not know the land of Goahon you write about. My people are
living on the lands their fathers have lived on -~ the land of the
Barolong. "
| On the l2th of WMay, after giving Cey van Pittius due notice,
Montshiwa sent 300 armed mem to expel the freebooting volunteers
of Moshete from Rooigrond across the Transvaal border, which
they did, dburnt their huts and occupied Rooigrond. ‘“

CReveses/
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On the 12th of April, the Reverend John Mackenzie had received the
following orders inter alia from the High Commissioner:-

"The case of persons laying claim to the so-called Land of Goshen
would appear to differ materially from that of the present EurOpoan
population of Stellaland. The farms assigned to Moshete's ;
volunteers in Montshiwa's country have never been inspected,
surveyed, ccoupied or improved. Moreover the territory left to the
chief Montshiwa by the new (London) Convention is go limited that
no portion of it could well be alienated, and you may find youraelt
obliged to order the ejectment of the persons now trespassing at
Rooigronds In such a case it may happen that prompt and decisive
action may be necesesary, and should you tosl yourself strong enough,
you are authorised to take such action as uay gseem to you to be
desirable without delaying for a further reference to me."

Mackenzie went north, and arrived at Taung (Taungs) on the
30th of April and at once entered into treaty with Mankurwane after
explaining to him the nature of the protectorate over his country.
From Taung Mackenzie went to Vryburg and with the cooperation of .
Gert van Niekerk, the "administrator" of Stellaland, secured the
submission of that state to the British crown. He then visited
NMoshete at Khunwena to find that the chief was in complete darkmess
about the moves that determined the destiny of his country in the
recent Convention and was now blaming everybody except himself.

From Khunwena, Mackenzie went to Mafeking, where he arrived on

the 20th of May. There was great excitemewt among the Tshidi

Berolong at the arrivel of their old friend John Mackenzie in his S

new capacity as a messenger of Queen Victoria to restore order and ﬁ
, bring peace to their strife-torn country. The Chief Montshiwa

was especially delighted at the prospect of the establishment of

the Queen's authority aftér petitioning foF it for so many years,
“‘gﬁﬁ' he constant fear of his country being smatched by the Transvaal.
It is an interesting psychological problem.that Montshiwa was happy

to lose his independence to the British Government but was bitterly

averse to losing it to the Government of the South African Republic.

It was like a choice between drowning in clean water or in dirty

water. The end reault is the same, namely loss ot life.

But Montshiwa had said it many times that he had the grcateat
confidence in the humanity and justice of the British Government
and its representatives, while for the Government of the South
African Republic he emtertained feelings of distruet and dislike.

It 1s7zhdeniablo'ract that from experience African tribes
early learnt to look to the British missionary and British officials
for justice and protection, while at the same time regarding the
Boers and people of Dutch and German extraction with suspicion and
dislike. These feelings of trust and faith, like the subconscious
impressions of early childhood. though they might alter in intensity

havessssces/
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never quite disappeared until the middle of the 20th Century either
because of the limited sympathy of the present day missionary,
trader or Government official, or because the African is more
sophisticated, more critical, and more independent. No distinction

is made now between Boer and Briton ~ be they preacher or politician.
lhe one a8 Feorcod vl M«@%@s Wrsly as e i

"And what did all this agifation secure for those who were supposed
to be British Special’ protegea ? Abg éafely nothing. Bechuanaland
has become a portionkﬁ? Jhe Cape 66 bny. 4§‘echie£a who were so
belauded in England in 1884 have been absolutely wiped out by
forces, official and industrial, consecrated by the shadow of the
British Flag."(J.R. Stratham Paul Kruger p.172). Equally with the
successors of Moshete, Matlaba and MEB8ou, the heirs of Montshiwa

and Mankurwaze have lost their country.

Mackenzie first went to Rooigrond to warn the Goshenites who
were still in camn there that the Queen's authority was now
extended over Montshiwa's country as defined by the London Conventior
He was accompanied hy Kebalepile, antahiga:s eldest son and neir,
Stephen Llfonya. the Chiefe secretary and the Reverend Stuart
rraaklin, the Wesleyan missionary stationed with Montshiwa.

As Gey van Pittius however deolined to meet Mackenzie, the
latter returned to Mafikeag where he -rote ‘out & public notice and
sent it to0 him: Public lotice- ~ o

"To the Europeams now residing on the boundary line between
the South African Republic and the Barolong country at a place

Rooigrond end to all whom it may concern:

Public motice is hereby given that it has pleased Her Majesty
the Queen to establish a protectorate in Bechuanaland and for that
purpose among other stcps, to enter 1£¥;w§ traaty with the Chief
Montshiwa, by which that chief concedes to Her lejesty jurisdiction
and authority over all white people and black people within the

Barolong country.

; In terms of Yy commission as Daputy of His onellency the High
Commissioner and in accordance with the treaty now wontioned, I

hereby declare the whole of the Barolong country to be under the
protection, jurisdiction and authority of Hﬂr Majesty the Queen

etc. (0041940 50).

On Thursday the 22nd of May 1884, a4€;aaty was entered into
between the chief Montshiwa and Deputy Commissioner John Mackenszie
 representing Her !njestj'a Government, whereby mbntahiéézg@hod' |
Jurisdiction of his country to the Queen's Government. The ceremony
was performed in the royal kgotla or forum before a large and
excited gatharing of tribosmsn. who applaudnd the chief and the
commissioner to signify their approval,

After the treaty had beep dighed ldr marked) by the chief
and his son Kebalepile ml:t:ii his mephew Israel Holm and other ,,,,./
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other princes, Christopher Bethell, Stuart Pranklin, Edgar Rowland
and J. Mahon attested the signatures: A prayer of thanksgiving was
next offered at the request of the chief, and then Montshiwa's
cannon and a volley of musketry was fired to mark the historic
occasion and the joy of the people.

The crowd had not yet dispersed when there was & report that the
Rooigrond freebooters had gone across the line on the north-east
from the direction of Zeerust, and had raided Montshiwa's cattle

_posts at Tlapeng taking hundreds of cattle end sheep. This was an
early indication to Mackenzie and Momtshiwa. of the contempt with

which Gey van Pittius and his men treated the Imperial Government's
assumption of authority over Montshiwa's country, and that the
chaotic state of affairs reigning in the wegtern Transvaal border
was most likely to continue. 4

Mackenzie followed up the captured cattle to Zeerust, and there
made representations to the landdrost Ottog and also reported the
matter to the British Resident at Prctoria. and to the High n
Commissioger, but no tangible result was Gﬁtaincd”/ Leaving Mafikong
Mackenzie travelled westward along the Molopo River and concluded
treaties of submission to the Queen with Chief Mekgobi at Phitshane,
Chief Bonokwane at Morokweng, and Chief Letlhogile at Ganyesa, and
then returned to his station at Kuruman on the 21st of Jume to
write out a report for the High Commissioner. By Mackenzie's
treaties the whole of the country north of the Cape Colony, west

 of the Transveal, and east of the 20th meridian of east longitude

became a British sphere of influence.

In spite of this the freebooters continued to attack Montshiwa
and on the 20th of June there was heavy fighting., The Barolong had
gone out to reap their lands at Dishwaing (corresponding to
Buurmansdript and Lucydale). The reapers were supported by three
regiments - Madisakgomo(Captain: Kebalepile), Matsetse(Captain Bosel§
and Magodu (Captain: Tawana) - 24 years to 32 years age groups:
Altogether they numbered about three hundred men. They were
attacked by the men from Goshen and Zeerust, and in."rcepted om
their return to Mafikeng. A sharp skirmish ensued and continued
for about three hours, and many were killed on both sides -« 16 of
the Barolong, among whom was Makgetla, Montshiwa's son, and also

‘his counsins Isaka Mococe and Morwenyane Leteano. The Boers lost

perhaps half that number. When the Blrolong depleted regiments
arrived at Mafikeng in a fune al mood by reason of the death of
their prince; Nontshiwa upbraided them: "Who tkhink you must die for
the father-land if not the princes ? Think you an enemy's bullet
or ball respects a king's son, or that a king'e son is dearer to
his parents anymore tham a commoner's son to his parents ? Away
with your heaviness of heart: Nakgetla has died gloriously because

he......./
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he has died as we should all be prepared to die; So on with the
struggle for our land end our freedom."

For this attack on Montshiwa and the loss of life inflicted
after the Queen's protection had been proclaimed, the British
Resident and the High Commissioner made fe2ble remonstrances with
the Transvaal Govermment, but that Government jgnew that that was

just so much waste of breath and time and‘ggpei; aRdxihex- a mere

as o s
flash in the pan - and the men of Goshen ec¢arried on unfleterred

in their dstzrminatisn intention and activities to sieme Montshiwa's
country . 3T G157 e A i}
Mackenzie had left Mafeking at the end of May. As soon as
he had turned his back, there was renewed activity in recruiting for
the ranks of Moshete's volunteers, and on the 24th of J Gey
van Pittius had published in a Pretoria paper = Die Volkstem - a
"Leclaration of War in the fullest sense agniunt‘ﬂbntahiwa,* and
invited "All true Somns of South Africa " to join the ranks of the
Volunteers upon the understanding that they would share in the land ke
booty to bg procured, which "With Gods help we hope to bring to pass.”
When the British Resident complained of this to the Transvaal
Government, the latter issued & Proclamation "Strigently prohibiting
anyone from engaging in the hostilities, and enjoining the Transvaal
officials, that is - field-cornets and landdrosts, immediately to
report to the Government all persons contravening the irder.

At the same time the High Commissioner formally notified the
Transvaal Government that a "British Protectorate had been establi-
shed over Bechuanaland, and a cession of jurisdiction had been acc-
epted from the Chief Montshiwa " But ofcourse no one in the Trans-
raal took these notifications and prohibitions seriously, nor paid
the slightest heed to them, and raiding and fighting went on just as
before, and were in fact working up to a grand climax.

On the 12th of July L1884, Montshiwa received alarming news. Chief
Tshipinare Moroka of Thabancho had been assassinated by his half
brother Samuel, who claimed to be the rightful successor of “oroka-
chief of thejggie %kgzggggngiﬁzgzbﬁgggigng at Thabanchos Tshipinare
was both Montshiwals nephew and som-in-law, being the/husband of
Buku, Montshiwa's only child by his principal wife iMajeng.

On the 31lst of July (1884) some 300 Dutch-Boers from Rooigrond
raided the Barolong and Bangwaketse cattlaposts at Tlapeng, sixteen
miles to the north-west of Mafikeng, and Arxsf® drove off over 3,000
herd of cattle., News of the raid had been received, and in the early
morning of the next day, the Barolong were assemled in the letsholo -
a war munt or bdattle muster -~ preparatory tO'goﬁhg out to dispute the
possession of the cattle with the Rooigrond volunteers. Matlhare
Nkgwang the M.0.H and royal magician was still busy sprinkling the
warriors with his xratestiwe prophylactic infusions, and immunising
them with incisions, scarifications and inunctions angnsgﬁ%gggggﬁgns
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incantations against military accidents, and Montshiwa was still
giving final orders when the enemy came in sight. On return from
Tlapeng, they had driven their loot along the west and south of
the Barolong villag: of Mafikeng, purposely near emough to be seen,
and thereby lure Montshiwe's men to fight, Sure enough, unable

to resist the desire to recapture their cuttle, the Barolong at
once went out to attack. A severe engagement followed on the
Lotlhakane and Magogwe spruits four miles to the south of Mafikeng
village, ebbed and flowed, now forwards towards Lotlhakane, and
now backwards towards the village as the Barolong or the Boers
dominated the fight.

In the afternoon a contingent, consisting of farmers who had
just arrived at Rooigrond from Stelleland and Harts river district
came to assist their kinsmen, and turned the scales against the
Barolong, who were, in any case already running short of ammunition.
The Barolong were utterly defeated, and suffered severe losses in
181 killed and about as many wounded. Of the killed, 67 were
Bangwaketro tribesmen, whose cattle had been among those stolen,
and which they had followed upe. The Rooigrond volunteers lost
about 50 men, among theém tWwo Coétzee brothers. This was a decisive
battle, and to the Barolong the most disastrous of the campaign,
wherefore they call it“"Tigele", meaning collapsion, prostration,
subsidence or submergence. z

The Rooigrond men and their allies were masters of the field,
and after mopping up small pockets of resistance, thay collected
their slain and wounded, and triumphently drove their booty over 7ic
Transvaal border at Rooigrond. -

There was much weeping and lamentation in the Barolong town
that night as one after another corpse of the men who had given
their lives for their‘country and for freedom was brought in. Among
the slain worouaeveia;hgggglong princes, Tawana Molema, Makgetla
end his brother Makgetlanyana Phetlhii. The Barolong also lost
two Europeans who had been assisting them - Christopher Bethell and
Nathan Walker. The circumstances of Bethell's Ceat™ were unsavoury,
and led, afterwards to much correspondence between the British
authorities and the Transvaal Government, not without bitterness.
According to Reverend J. Mackenzie, "Nr. Bethell and Israel Molema,
a nephew of Chief Montshiwa and member of the VWesleyan Church
among the Barolong prepared to escape together. While doing so,
however, Israel's horse was first shot, and then he himself was
shot through the shoulder. WMr Bethell attempted to 1lift Israel
on to his own horse, intending to spring on behind him, but did
not succeed in this. Israel was unable to help himself and beggdd
Mr. Bethell to leave him and make his escape. While still
persisting in his efforts to carry off his companion, Bethell
was shot in the face. The bullet almost missed him, but entered

beloweesss/
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below one eye which was destroyed, passing out in front of the ear,
Thus wounded he fell to the ground and his horse ran away. The
first freebooter who came to the place was an Englishman. He
recognised Bethell und taunted him with his condition. Bethell =zxkeai
asked the Englishman to take him to the camp.es a prisoner. This .
man consented for himself but said he wouid not answer for the Boers,
Then two Boers came up, and after taunting Bethell shot him through
the head, both firing at him. Israel Molema feigned death  ';A
successfully while all this took place end after nightfall made his
'oscape to Mafikeng, where he announced to Mg: J. Wright and to
Montshiwe the manner .in which Bethell had mes his death. "(Austral
Africa Vol. 1 p.389). Wright, who was captured by the freebooters
upon the day following, had also opportunities of hearing mp].o
corroboration of the story from Boer sources, as it was at %51'
time rather boasted of as an achievemeut" (Ibid).

Two days after the-eagagement, COmmqgggyt JePe (Kotit) Snyman
of Marico, the same who had dictated the harsh peace terms of
October 1882, came to Montshiwa to ask for his submission as it
was clear to friend and foe alike that England would not, or could
not help him. Though torn and bleeding, Montshiwa was, however,
neither "mors-dood" (stome dead), nor despondent, and he declined
Snyman's proffered hand. The commandant returned to Marico
breathing out threatenings and slaughter against Montshiwa and
his tribe. |

Although Mackenzie had been appointed Deputy Commissioner by
the Secretary of State at the special request of Sir Hercules
Robinson, it was eurprining'how completely the latter on his return
to South Africa succumbed to colornial views and prejudices and
aligned himself with Mrckenzie's opponents. Mackenzie was now
accused of being too partial to the Batswana, and being a libersal,
whose attitude towards the blacks was disliked, and his pclicy
was steadily undermined by Colonial officials - Sir Thomas Upington
(Frime Minister), Graham Bower Colonisl Secretary, and Cecil J.
Rhodes, who wieldea 3reat influence with the High Commissioner.
These povorful .men ultimately changed the views and sympathies of
High Commissioner Hercules Robinnon. & man never remarkable for
originality and stability, and thus almost from the first day of
Mackenzie's entry into Bachuanaland and oommenoenent of his duties
as Deputy Commissioner, he was working undar & running fire of

negotintiona of the London convention and whose plann he had so
thoroughly cpoiled. It was no wonder, therefore that after assiduous
misrepresentations by Rhodes, who“offorod to replace Mackenzie as
Deputy Commissioner in Bodhuanalaﬂi. and hostile eriticism hy 3ir
&homaa Upington, the High Commissioner on the 18th of July already

KI‘OHHB and moans in.........../
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