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at Pot chef{t room b "Pre id0n t (rthinus T(' torius, ~ tla'ha was 
a 10 ed to re turn to 1 t 1m ng in 1856 , and l ive d there in comp ..... 
peace for nother ~7 years. 

Sentlholo , elder of the seoti on a1i Thab Hcho had di ed in 
1846 (1), and the thaba foho seotion of the pu 'ana people \Vas 

no nder the sole oharge of his younger C~l'I ther T:lotuba. I r~ 18 64 , 
ho ever. atla'ba"" oalled Jlotub to join him at 1st 'sne leaving 
the Thaba oho seotion of hi people novi under' Gout.l..wetswe. en rally 
kno n as Abr ham otuba. In rea ... ty ttlis man VI S tho 8 0n of oil 
otubs t s immediate elder brother, and only assum.ed the surname 
otub because h had lived ith him from childhoo t and suoce ded 

him a elder of he dman at Th ba cho_ This, Gou l veto 'e or 
Abraham ~otuba s born in about 183 , and ;.;;)ubs l: ' u<ntly 
t orok's daughter tfnana to ife. -. 

. . :j:~,.: 

In 1874, h ving been sought oui' and befriended by esident 
Francois Burgers , .t1 b was direoted by him to remove to Elands-

ontein t and 'las soon after assisted, by the South African 
to sett1 9 )at Bodibe or Po1t'ontein, here he arr.1ved \lith all hi 
people. including the Theba Rcho section of Gout~wetsw braham 
Motuba in pril 1874. This latter place - PolfOl'l.tein , was claimed 
by wntshi~a , wh people , Israel ~olema and ~t hen Lefeny 
among others , had 1 nd ther under irrig tioo fronr the fountain 
&fE&. :which the pll\oe is ned. They ere unceremoniously pushed 
out in spite of ontshiws ' s protests . 

osikare .othupi, a junior me~£ the 
.a oousin of the chief ~atlsb and also/ cousin of 

I 

like ~atlaba himself , oon after this on fr 

apu1ana royalty , 
I ole equally 
odibe (Polfontein ) 

~ith a hanaful of folIo ers to live at Lotlb 
abo t ten miles to t e south of oJ. ems , to 

a e or ,Reltfontein -
of .atikeng. 

atur 11y he c lled on "olema. to a cquaint him with this step, nd 
. :olem wuld und ubt-etuy in turn tell [ootshi at ho we. still 
living at osh nang under the n sketee chief G seitsiwe . It 
is not likely that ther ere y oonditions or formalitiea in 
oonnection with this comin Bud settlement of lothup1 . Letlh kane 
had been the home of the origin 1 ohief Rapulsna in the previous 
century. apual na wa.s the great-grand father of Mothu i as 
well aS1 [atlaba . He had come here with his clan on the ieper ion 

I 
of the 'Barolong n tioo t Setlagole about the y r 1777 , and 
here he had ~ied and was buried. rom here the cl 0 had moved 

~ 

to Matlwang, then to Didi b,eng (Ilartebeestfontein) t then to 
. I 

otlhanaapitse ne r Isrrenton and then to Th ba loho , from whence 
they ere now returning after nearly a hundred ears . 'ontshi , 
how ver , claimed Lotlhsk oe'as hi territory, snd'regarded 
rothupi ' s visl t nd words to 1, olG as a request for permission 

to settle there, and therefore Mothupi as his vassal. This 
became ite a favourite legend amo~g the people of ontshiwa . 

I n • ••• • •• • ••• / 
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In 1875 ~ ~ tlaba order ed t h t secti on of ni s tribe t ha t had 
re~ain.,..e ,d beni nd under Seatl}: 010 and ,"otub bu t 1 a d nOn f ol l o ad 

(0 ~~~(ft-~/~"") 
uP" under Goutlwe t s'l'e t o mO've to tot1hakane . Their exodus from 
Bodibe , as quits an i mpos ing ffail' of 37 . agons , many horses ridden 
and driven, and a l arge numb r o:f cat t l o, , heel' an d 

made s tra i ght foF1otlha:k ne, nd there wl'lu'tlwetffive, 
~: . .•. !' 

wi thout CODS 1 tin g ei t lie'r Molema or Uont shiwa j o'fned 

oat s . !c'hey 
probably 

othupi 
~ o ikare , a n being of senior ran sunerGeQ6d hici a s elder of the ' 
clan ut . otlhakaDC . " i t hout any spe ~~fi C undE: l:"s .. nui g , r;: ont shj>_;~ ' 
r egarded Goutlwets e ( r aham) as he hb.d regarded" othupi, that is 
a s bei ng t ! i but ary t o him be c use he had come t o live i n wh t he 
claimeu t o be his country. Gout l et s ve on 't he other h nd looked 
only t o II atlab a t .Bo di be as hi s chief , and rega.rded IJo"tlhakene 
as his i nheritance . 

Frequent mention of th.is 01 n i l l be rna e i n the ensuing 
p ges. vide P1' ., 

e in 

Procl maticn . 
x-President 

CHAPT. ',R I X 

f orce d rthinus PretoriuB nd his s tate attorney 
off ice s , til South African epubl ic, by 

cting Pres id nt niel rssmus now issued a 
epl1cli t1ng th eate Aw I'd on t he ground th t the 

uthority to sign the deed of 
submission . u~gher3 of th~ Republ ic er e now unanimouo in 
their desire to fi d a cl ver m n to be their president, one ho 
could competently ue th ir C 6S and def~nd their interests 
before ny buropean ouncil . They obtained s uch a man on the 
1st J u y 1872 - in the 'Re r gers of Hanover , 
Cape Col ony . He ;ms dul y s w . -n in a s President of the 30uth 
African epubllc , He w s full of enorgy, ideas an promise. H1 
t irs t dut · J""S t o rove this to his electors by neutralisiog 
the Be t l.wa='d a-nd thus removi he domic nt :,>-'1evanoe of the 
R public . rli s repudi tiOD of th W I'd was expr e sed in forcibl e 
a nd f orthri ght l anguage i a pamph t; hi grounds ere (1) want 
of authority on the part of the Repub "c ' s s gn tori es to t ho 
de ed of s ubmi s s i n f (2) in the ad of Bub s ion . 
itself, e nd (3, ias 00 t he part of one f the r bitratora and 

of the f inal umpire . - ----"" 
he prosecuted some r e e reh into the Barolong, 

nd di scovere d that t here were several clan tlou; Tshidi , 
akgetla . Seleha and a pulana in that order of ~ niority , and 

that th prinCipal chief of the Genior ( tlou) 01 oshete , 
but that for aome reason th t in dividual :TaS not a t of 

f f airs in his clan, let alone other 01 nS f bJr th t 0 the 
contrary he w s employed a s a S rvant a nd she~erd by Dutch 

farmar • •• • • • ••• / 
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of t heir flatioDal intergr1ty and tho' objacte to the Imperial voto 
00 thoir native legislati on as n i ntol.r "l~' incubus . Amongst 
ther thiDgs hey demandod the re- aff1rmat1on"'+or restoration of tbo 

S nd R1ver Conv6otiob of J.852 , fraeb D4 in aeal1118 1 th African 
tribes on the estern!l!r nsva 1 border, cQd ' d1 tiOD to tho 

\ 05~ 
Tr nsvaal b the 1 nda of ontshi t osheta ,." , nku and 0 ., 

In upport of th1 1 at ~la~m th y put ib hieto~ic 1 r ' 
their predeco ' ora in office h d conquered ' e polled 
he h d ov r-run 11 tbese countri s , and th 'therefore ohu n 

land boloDg to tbem by ' right of conquest . "*he . fortified 
. I:/~- \', . . 

c~tiq , , ~)lo~ deda of cos iqn_ 
.0 he e aod ' tl ba . ',uf. 'o, W - to their- fo ' orp~eaideDt 

,:" 

Burgers" They referrs , to the Award , Q de11bor to 
of th Transvaal. 

, I , , 

en the Tr ' svsal 4ele ate hey 
,,' ,.th t they d oply 0 co , aD s nd oonquer. 

'I . 

biD months earlier tb ir nt101pat1oDS might ' have b e.n fulfilled. ,·' 
en tb y arrived. hG ~vor, it stoo late , .... ;+ '. . ckanz1e ~.ad ' 

b en befJreh d with th~ ' f d to the1r UDOOQOe 104 char 
' fQ~nd tb t tb public oul.d not tol r to their at em,Pt to 
a . l3Oel' ·barr1er aoross the great tract route fro tho cape to 
Oentr 1 ( .. ~ . ~t6 , in P 11 11 Gazette ~ uotad by 

Life · of John aoke z1e p _ 309 • 

. . Lord D r W' 1 r plyin ther for told ~he tion that 
"Oil ob1 d nkU 11 obj,eoted 01'1 b h 1f of' th' a l v s aDd th 

p 0 to bing inclu ad 1 the Tr nov 1 , a there a stron ,t 

bo~ oJ! fa ling ' 10 of th ir , 1 attondance uDl 
th were under '" 

'. .; 10 willing 0 c6nco' e to . ;the d m 'ncls gof ' the eputat10tl 
in 0 t things •. evo to tb point of further 'od1fying t he 
~ nsvaal bound ry' to ·1nclude n dd! tlopaJ. 2 00 square miles 
.land iDg prta or the l'bda of oahet ·nd ~~ Lord rby , 
liber - min ed. ur tJ · d even co14- tor engine" . a he as , 
• . $ mant in res! t1ng the inclusioQ in, tbe 'l ~;r. svaal of 

- " ontshi a ' e n4 · " ke' s territories nd th saio'bary or 
Trade -Route . 

In rport1ng this 1ntr oieence of Lord Derby to the Volker 
President P ul Kru 6;S ~t ted"B could Qot that the Dr! t1sh . 
Gcve-rnment h d not been illi&gto hear them, ., at it h 4 been 

il14ud.e4 to w1 thhol justice' from the Deput tieD ~. 11 
Ob tho p rt of traitors d 1ntr1 ero! hom • 0 enzie s 

, On . !here ero offici 1 of H r je t wbem Her sty must 
believe , He said that it H r It jest re lye used n i parti 1 
invo t1 stioD to be e. they oul le n the hole truth. At 

preseDt . . .. .... / 



, .. 

eS6Dt the Er1tiob Govern ent went OD the letters of liar . The 
Gov rn en t in gel')eral, nd .. G1 cl tone in ticul r 
influeac d by the opinion of the ngl1eh U$O 10 to hom they must . 
give account ., If it had not en fo t' 1Ir.. e nzi and the High 

Co i SBSiu er, eV~J'Yt:hing WOUld~8.v. e ·beon r1 t .t These liars had 
n'\f'k.f1 .. ~ : A~ Ii"">- ~~c;J. ' .!1l~~J'-<- f~"" H'/aJt;s~f' : NcrlMc'tvrrV nel< r ~7 

tirrd OT. 'tbe pe pl . to at Dd . the $Y ·ot tile Gove ent _ .. I' ) 
cu ... Ik_~( 

The establ ishment of Bri t is l)rotbtor te over tbe lands 
of fontabi a Dei ur ' e Ii a t the Dame ti e deoided upon, od Q . 

eo.nuni s ion 0 i eucd to Sir Hercules Hobin on 0 protect itisb. 
interes ts in Beehu nalend. nd he Hi gh C asioncr raco ondo 
the Rev r nd John eke z1e to be Spocil oollUllisaioner on the pot 
to . s 1 t hi ,. akenzio no1: p~ OD Eeta in tho r svaal. . 
He G too ou poken oritic of their nat1v policy. nd bO SOQ r 

, ~ 
his ' ppointmeot 0 of 1n South Atria n th thero was'! outburs t 

of ind1 ation against it press d in t 1 gr of prot at to the 
Colon1 1 Of ie . / Th ne e of the n d limit t;ion of t tern 

~ansv ~Unc1arY b , tbe prob blf t b11 bment of a :British 
prot etor ~e over the eountrie of nd nkurw De t once 
1aoit d the fr e (loting volunt or of oshete toter et1Vit, 

......... ' J!.... .... 

. d fter olMn ever 1 et1n 0 in, roll, they cl ' termn d to 
po session of ontshi 1 0 1 nds in 8ntic1p tioD of th actu 1 ... 
er et10n of be oons d th is ue of 1ih proc:lamatioQ of the 
protector ta. On tel t of April (1884) ;(~oy van Pi ttiue, 
-Aclmin1str tor of tb 1 ad of c;.osl1eo" nd 1 a r of 0 b te' 
voluateers gav on1. ' ~ four y ' np!1.2.~ to u1 t the 1 nO. 
Boo1gr"Dd, l ohont . ili t S pe,opl h D r wholl c ted 1ft 

. pit of he expropri ting proVi ions of tke Sny n !re tJ of 1882 . 
. , 

lAo t hi of . <laura "'refuosd to ui t , d---: - a. h ould. reg rei al'lf 
ttempt to 41 10 · e hi s an ct of be Goshen volunteer. . ., . 

thereu.poll turnett th~:i.r () ttle nd oraes 1~to the Barolong ripe&:i.Qg 
; ":~r .,-___ ..' 

eornfi 14 , t th e time. Gay van ' , tt1 e llot1ca of 
.' I 

hi intention to survey ant hi • s land. out it u p into f t 

·aet it up .:the epub11c of Go n d oocupy 1 t. n thi , 
',:1'1 

ont hi ot to Go v n ttiu :- "I M'\te~'d ~" t ~our intantl'o 
-0 1 to oomed urvey my Ooubtry. d that you will al 0 take 

• f • 

. c ttle . You c nnotlOG to me for 1'1 ym):I or for f a. I 
Qot hire you . yoU all I did Ddt I nterfere with your . .. 

" se king your ym t : fro . s hi 
'. I • 

volull'teers. A th e I warn you to leave m:; oOUDtry. I · 
do 'not kno n you writ about. p 1 e 
living on t th r b v liv 0 - th 1 n of the 

olong •. • 

On the 12th of t fter givin , ttius du notioo, 
~ntsh1w8 sent 300 armed men to expel th freebooting volunteers 

of oahot from Roo1grond across the Tr v 1 border, hioh 
~ .. i I' J 

t hoy did, burnt their huts and occupiod Rooigrond . :: . l 
Qlh •••• • / 



On the 1 th of pril t tho over nd John Mao nzi$ bad rac ived the 
folloWing orders inter alia from the High Commi 01011&1':-

"!be easeo£ per ons layib 01 1m. to the so-oall d Land of Goshen 
auld app to differ ater1 111' fro tha1b. of the present uro 

popul tiOD ofStellalatut. The fa.rms aGe1 . 'ed 'to 0 hete t 

volunteers 1n ontsh1wa ' a country h :'11'0 nevar be 11 in pected. 
' urveyed, ocoupied or improved.. oroover the territo y left to th 
ohief ontshiwa the b (LondOn) CODY nt1011 10 00 lim d that 
no port1oD of it oould ell be alien e4. ~nd()u y find yourself 
oblige to order th ejeo ent ot the per 0 0 trespassing t 

. '" 
RooigroDd. lauch a C~BO it '¥ h ppen that prompt d decisivo 
etlon be n8,oe e ,. and shoul you feel yourself tron e8oug~. _ 

you are uthor:tsed to ta e such ot1on s y e to you to e 
61311' ble thout el~1n for further refer nc to ;, 

ckenzi E)fl .Qortb" Gnd 1"1 ' t ,:t un -(~ \lP£s) on the 
30th of April ntt at once eDt r d into trEJ , tT 1 th 
expla1nin to him th batur of th protector te over hi countr.y • . 

eck Dz1eent to Vryburg nd ' th tho ooop r tiOD of 
lkerk, thQ edm1ni trator of st' 11 d. secured the 

ubmie 10 of th t t~ , to the Brit1 h 0," ' • H t~en visited 
oahete t unWSD tQf1n4 hat th ah1efw in complete darkn s 
bout th ov t t determined the d still'. of hi oountry in the 

recent Convention , d now blaming ove17boQy exoept h1ms 1£. 
From !:hun be, ckenzio ent to f'ek1tls, . l'lere ' 0 ~1ved on 

tho 20th of y, !bere-' - a gr , t exc11retnt.1t:ft · ODS the ab1d1 
. ~ . 

rolong at the arri . 1 of th ir ' 01 fria () John c ansi in his .: 
.. '. ue cap c1 t 0 eaaenger of ' eob ~ict9r1 . 0 ro tor order 124 

bring 'peaoe to their atr1f . -torn . oountr . . fh Chief 1.tontabi . , 

as e pecl lly doli , t·~d at the prospect of iahment of !li'J, 

the ueoo t uthorlt~>' l ·~ter petitioning fo, 
... ~ he COD stant 'I or ofMs eountry b ibi! ,' tOl'lGd by th 1'1' DSV8~~ 

It is n 1l:tt re tjJlg- ,'P I'cholo61o 1 preble :th _t ontsh1 .. e h ppy 
l ~ •. ' • . ' '. • , 

, '. 
•• f 

to lo~e. his lndop ndcboe 0 th :Sri t1sh ,*,ove fJnt but s bi tter1 
ve:r . .1 to tho Goven ent of 't South Afrio n Republic •. 

It 88 choiee bet .0 n dro tel' or 10 dirty 
t r. !he end result 1 the S f De lu los o~ life. 

But , ontshi d s 1 it ny t1mes "th. t be had the gr teet 
confide.,c in the humaQity nd. justioe of the :Brit1 h Gave ot 

; tad its r pre nt tiv s. while for the Gove ent of t e South 
AfricaD Republio he e te.x-t in d f sling ot distrust ·nd 41 like . 

~ 

It ls /utldenibl 'f at that from expeziience Afrioan tribes 
e rly 1 arnt to look to the British m1ss1on'ar,y nd Eritish offici 

~. for justice and proteotion f hl1et the s e t1me regarding the 
:eo~rs and. peo 1.. of tcband German extr otion th au pic10D d 
d1s11k . fheee feelings of trust end faith, like the suboonscious 
impressions of early childhood. though tbey might alter in intenSity 

have . . ...... / 



D ver quit 
b 0 uaG of 

~ . . . 

{ot 
90 

disappeared until the mi4dl of the 20th Century either 
~he 11 itoa aymp thy of the present day tDis 1oflary. 

tr dor or Govenunent offioial" or boo nee the Atric is more 
sophistio ted. orc critioal. nel mar · itui pendent. 0 d1 tinction 
is rnad~ now bet en Eoe~ nd Jri toQl ,- b~. the,Y. pre cbeX' or poli'tic1 _ o~ 
[~Crt1.£. kl '4~ ~i- d:t;.~ ~ 1'1t6>4."& /,, a.> itu:;~ 
And wha'i! di all tbis E!e;1 _ t10ra secure tor' those ho were U posed 

to be i t1sh Sp e1 ~ot ges, ? SOlute.1Y;~': flothingll , Bee~uanal nei 
. .,.. } "'1-: (fA:. fLJ~.., ..'>f!~.:./r.. . _ n . 

baa becom ' a port,10 ot tae Capo OOlO~~ e chi fe wbo er , 89 " " 
bOl ude in n61 d:ln 1884 bave been BtllU,tely wiped out by ~ 

forees, offici 1 and ip,dustrial, CODsecr ted by the shado of th 
:British 1 g,"(J.:a. Str them Paul Kruger ' p.~72). E uai1y ith th 
sucoes ora ot (labate,' tlab 04 ~~ th h ~r~ of ontshi 
and ve lost their oountry. 

ok Dz1e f1ri eftt to Roo1grond to 'warD the Gosh nites 
.,,' ere till 1ft c~ t4ere tn tth uea ' authority w s no 
. ex ende over ontshiw t oountry a def1n "by the London CODventiQl 

He as 000 ied by . eblepile. ontah:1 ~ ' 8 elaat son nd i1 ir. 
"" " . , 

, . Stephen L tony • tbe ,Chiafa secretary b'd ' tl1 !lev rea Stu rt 
. nklih, thealey D • s10n ry statio c1 With ont hiwa. 

~ ~. 

a Gey vanPitt1~ be v r d 0110e4 to eet okoDzie, the 
. .if'" ... :'"~~~~ .~ , . 

1 tt r r turn d ,to . 1keng where he wrote ' out a publio netio and 
sent it td hi: Pub110 ot1ce . · 

. ... 

"fo the EUropen no residing on th bOUD ry 11~e bet een 
the South Atric Q Republic and the roloftiI country, at a pl co 
Rooigrond nd to all . he it J1la1f":'eoDOGra: 

~ublic notice i hereb,y i~ h ~ please' Her ajesty 
tbe usen to st 'bli '_ """ rot ctor t cbuanal' nd aDd for that 
purpose QlJlong other S !:pSt to pter into :,tr ty With the Chi f 

, 

on sh1W8t b whioh that ohief ooncedes to Her 3esty ~uri diotion . 
Ii 8uthor1t over all whit people aDd bl ok peopl within the 

Earolong oountry. 

; In te eo a10n . s P3futy of His Exoellenoy tho 1eh 
Co s ·1011 r ct>rdaDoe w1 th. the.. . ty no. I,Jnt:' e4, I 

" bereby declare th wbole of the l3arolon oountry to be under tho 
proteotion, jurisdiction and authority Q , jesty the ueen 

.. etc. «; . 4194. 50) '/ 
I' 

y.... ~r -.-.... +f· .... -'h· .7'~ 

r " . Thursday tbe 2204 of y 1884 t 8 1; ;~t1 was e n.t ore d into 
b ~ e the ohief o'Ot h1w8 d puty Co Beioner John ckotlz1 

. ' representi "g Her , jsty' s GOV8rnm nt, he by , ont h~~ ed, . 

jurlsd1ot10 of bi oountry to the neeD f s·~GoVerl)m9nt . 'lheceremony 
, , 

performe 1 th ro al go 1 or · forum. 'Ib for large and ," 
'J, • • , 

excited theribg of trj,be en. who ppl u4& the ohief Qd the 
commissioner to ai nity their approval, . .; 

Attar the tre .ty bad beet\ ~~ 'dt marl(ecS) by the ohief . s l'Ul<:I. . 
odh18 on Kebalepile 81J«/ hi ephew Israel , olem and other •••• / 



other pr1noes, Christopher Bethell, Stuart Franklin, dgar Rowland 
ad J. ttested the signature. A pr er of th nkagivlQg ~s 

oext offered at the re ues t of the chief, ,nd then ontahi ' a 
e nnon nd , volley of mu try w fired to mark the hi torte 
ooc SiOD nd the jo of the p opl • 

Th ero d Dot yet d1 p r db b tb re w r port that tne 
Roo1grond fre booters d gone eros the Ii e on the north-e t '~ 

fro th directioD of Ze rust. d h d r i ad ontshiw ' c ttl 
.posts t Tl pot ki hundr she p. Tbi s an 

. "':.? 

arly In 10 t10D to ok nzi -of the conte pt with 
hioh Gay v n Pitt1u8 snd hi tr t d the I p r1 1 Gover~ t's 

sumpt10D of uthor1ty over ont hi. ' s country, ad t t the 
oh ot1c t t of ffa1r r i ing 1n the western Tr n v 1 border 
was most likely to cont1nue. 

ckanz1 £011,0 ad up th . c tur d c :ttle to Zeeru t. nd there 
repre~ent .t1on8 to be 1 nAdro t Ottoi nd al 0 reported the 

tter to the Brit! b eident at Pr tori. 8D to tbe High 
1/ Comm1 10' r; . but no ·'C 'g'1ble result . , in 41 L vin flk ng 
I aok nzi trav lled westwar along the olopo Biver d ooqeluded 

. \ 

tre ties of su mi iOD to the eo wlth Chief akgobi t itsbane. 
Chief Bonok ane torok DB Dd Chief etlhogile t Gany sa, and 
tben returned to his st tion at urum n on the 21st of June to 
write out , report for tl..e nigh Co is loner. Byoke zief o 
tr et1e the hole of tb eountr. north of h Cap Colony. at 
of the Traaav al Dd e t of t e Oth eridin of e t longitude 
b oame British p ere of influence. . ' 

In spite of this the fre boater contin ontshi 
ad 00 the 20th of June ther b vy fig t1 rolong h d 
O.b out to reap the1r 1 d t Dish. 1n (c~rrespond1llg to 

urm ndr1pt ad Lueydal.) h r p r were upported by three 
reg1 d1 go 0(0 pt iDS balep11e). t etso(C pta1a Beeele 

Dc! w n ) - 24 ye r to 32 ., g oup . 
Alto ether the um red en. They ere 
ttack by tbe e~ from Go ben nd Z.eerust. and 1n ~ ro pted .0 

their r turn to fikeDg A . p skirmi tt" eDsued 04 con.t1 u d 
for about three bours. nd wore kill d 00 both i4 - 16 of 
the l'mroloDg, mong who w s ,kgetla. ontahi • SOD t and leo 
hi couneln Ieaka ocoee ' nd or ny ne LatesD. The Boers 10 t 

" , 
p rb ps half th t number. When the rolob8 depleted regl eDt , v 
arr! v d t fik n ill fun 7 mood by %'$:, Bon of the d th of 
their pr1 ee. ontehi upb~ 14 d the : " '0 t~ink you ust die for 
th f thr-land if not the prine s? Think" ou an enemy· s bullet 
or 11 re p eta kin· son. or th t . itlg's son ia dearer to 
his parents anymore than a co oDer's on to his p ents? A 
with your h avineos of heart: ~ has d1e4 glor10u 11 beo use 

he ••••• • • / 

,. 



," 

he h s died s e hould all be prep rod to elie; So on with tbe 

struggle for our 1 d nd our freedom." 

or this ttack on ontshi abel tbe 1:osa of life inflicted 
after the ueen's protection had been procl ' 1 ed, the itish 
R sident n t he High Co s ion r made fe~~loremon tr nces with 
t he Transvaal Govemm$ tt but tht overntne t ~eff ,th t t hat w s 

", 3ust so uoh at of bre th Dd time nel per. - mer 

~l h in the n - n4 th m~D ot Goshen oarried 0 un~eterred 
1 their a.Sant •• ti.. intention ntl actiV1ties- to si se ontehiw ' a 
country • 

ckenz1e h left afeking at the ~n of • As soon 
he had turoed his b ckt ther W 8 rene e' ct1V1ty 1n ~eeru1t1ng for 
th ranks of shate's vOlu~teers" nd on the 24th of ~~ Gey 

- " " Pi ttiue had published 1n a Pr tori paper - Die Volkstem -
ftDeolarat1on of r ifl the ful.le t sense gainst ontsh1w ,it and ' 
invited -All true ot South Atrio .. to j01n th ranks of the 
Volunteer UpOD the understanding that they' woUld hare in the land ~ 
booty to bJ procured. Mch· ith Gods help 'We hope to bring to pass.-

Ih n the Eritlsh es1den' co plaine of thi to ~he Tr nsvaal 
Government, the latter i sued a Proclamation - trig ntly prohibiting 

oycne from engaging in the hostilities, a d en30ining the Transv 1 
oftic1 1 f that 1s - £1 la-oornet d 1 cldrosts" 1mmedi tely to 
report to the Government all person contrav8nin the 1rder. 

At the same time the High Commissionor form lly not1f1 d the 
raaSTaal GOY rnmeat that British Protectorate had been establi-

e4 over chu n 1 nd, and cess ion of 3urisdiction bad been acc­
d from the Chief oDt hiwa ." But of course no on 1nthe Tr s ... 
took those notifications and proh1bitioDS seriously, nor paid 

he slightest heed to them. and raiding and ~ight1Dg went OD just as 
before, and ere in feet working up to a grand cli x. 

On the 12th of July L884" ontsh1 ree 1ved larm1ng news. Chief 
Tship1n r orok of Thab ncho h d been ssassinatod by h1s half 
brother Samuel, ho cla1 e to b the ri.ghtfUl succes or of rok­
chi f of th Sele~a_ br~nch Of~~ ro~ong t Thabanoho. T bipinare 

s-crn.. Cf ~ - m.,n:/s . l> .6'1'"<'1hU-~ 
as both !ontshiwat nephew nd son-in-l~w. b~ing ~husband of 

Buku. ontsh1ws ' s only ohild by his principal fe ii j ng. 

the 31s t of July (1884) some 300 Dutoh-Boers from Rooi and 
r ided tho Barolong d Ban ketse cattlaposts t Tlapeng, ixteen 
miles to the north- est of afik Q t and jzaff drov off OV r 3. 000 
herd of cattle.. e s of the r i d had been re-c ived. and 1n t early 
morning of the n xt ~,the rolong ere 'ssemled in the 1 tsholo 

A..; 

ar munt or battle muster - prep tory to oing out to dispute the 
posses iOD of tb c ttle with the Ro01grond olunteers. tlhare 
kgwang the . O. H nd royal magic1 D w s til busy sprinkling the 
arriors with bis ~~a&X1XR prophyl ctic infusion t and 1mmun1sing 

tbem with inci sions , scarifications and inunctions Dfnb B B ~rt~A ns 



incant tions ag inst military acoidents , n ontsbiwa as st ill 
giving final ord rs when the eDemy came in eight . 00 return t~om 
Tlapang, ~hey h d driv D their loot along th' west aDd south 'of 
the Barolon Vill ~ of aftken, purposely ne r enough to be seen , 
and thereby lure ontshi a' s m D to fight ' ur enough , unable 

i ' 

to r sist the desire to ree pture tb ir c ttle, the Barolong at 
one ent out to attack eng gem nt follo ed on the 
Lotlh kane d ago e spru1ts four mil s to the outh of aft eng 
village , bbe and flo ed , now for ard towards Lotlhakan t nd 
DOW baok r s tords the Village s the Barolo~g or the oers 
dom1n ted th fight . 

In the afternoon a oontin nt , oonsisting of farmers ho had 
just arrived at Bool ond fro t 11 1 nd 0 ' Harts river distriot 
came to Geist their kinsmen, ad turned the scales g lnst the 
Barolon ., bo .ere, in ny c e lre ely running sbort of mmuni tion . 
The rolong ere utter def ted, n suffer ever losses in 
181 ill dad about 01' wounded. Of the kill d, 67 were 
:Ban aket r e tribesm n, tle bad been ong tho e stoleo, 
an which they h d follo up. The Rooigrond volunteers lost 
about 50 en , ong fiem. 0 Cotta •• brothe • This 8 a decisiv 
battle , . nd to the Barolong th ost di strou of tho pa1gn , 
her fore th y call 1t ltT1gele" , eaning 0011 pai oD, prostration , 

au'b idanoe or sub ergeJlce'. 

The ~oo1grond men end their allies ere m ters of the field , 
nd ft r opping up small pookets of resistance , th 1 oolleoted 

their sl in nd oun~ d~ ~d triumph ntl ove t4eir ooty over ~ 
Tr DSV 1 border " 

There much eaping n l ' entation '1n the arolon town 
th t night sane aftel' nother corps of th en ~bo h d given 
their lives for their country nd for fr edom 'Was brought in . Among 

i" " 
be 181 were sever 1 Barolong prince , 'Ts "sn ' olem , kg tls .. _- . 

and his brother getl ny n Phetlht. The arolong also lost 
t 0 'urop D who had been sst ting th - Christopher Bethell a d . 

th n k r . The circ~st oe of ethell ' s~ ' t~ ere un avoury , 
and led, efta rde to uoh oorr spondenoe bet n the 1tish 
uthorit1es and t e Tr Dsva 1 Government , not i t hout bi t terness . 

" ! 

Accordig to Rev rend J . ck nzie . It • Bethell od lsra 1 olema, 
a nephew of Chief ontshi a n e bel' ot theesley n Churoh 

oDg the olong prep r d to oap together . ' Vb!le dOing so , 
however, I ra l ' s bors a fir t hot , and th n be hi elf wa 
shot through the houlder. th 11 tte pted to lift Isr 1 
on to hi own horse , irrtend1ng to sprin on behind hi , but did 
not uoeeed in this . Israel e unable to help hi sel f and begg d 

• ' ethell 0 leave hi nd make bis esc,ape . ile till 
persi s t i ng i n his effort o to c rry off, his co nion, Bethell 
was shot in t he face . The bullet moat ilissed him, but entered 

belo ••• •• / 



below OJ) eye hioh was destroyed, pa sing out in front of the ar, 
'l'hu ounded b fell to the ground and his horse rao way. The 
first fre boot r ho came to th place was b ngliebman . He 
1'900 ised:B thell ..:tDd t aunted hi ith his eondi tion . Bethellu I 

asked the nglishm n to t~e him to the oamp~as a prison r . This 
man consent d for him elf but 1d be ou~ not ns r tor the Boers , 
Then wo:SO 1'9 c me up, nd aft r tau ting Beth 11 shot hi througb 
the h ad, both firing at hi . Israel olema· feigned de th 
succa sfully whil.8 all this took plaoe nd iter nightf 11 made his 
eso pe to ikeng . where he announoed right an t o 
ontshiw th m hner .n biob eth 11 bad me' bis de the (Austral 

Afric Vol . 1 p- 389) . rigbt , who as oaptured by the freebooters 
upo the day follOWing-, '"had al 0 opportubi t:J.it of hea~1ng ~~mJ2l.e . 

~V01 \ '.; ) , 
corrobor tioD of "he story fro :Boer sources , s i W8~ t " ~~ 

tir.ne r ther 0 ste4 of as Jl aOhiev t" (Ibid). , 
, 

T day fter e ent , Comma-X!. -ant J . P. ( ~otie) Snym n 
of rioo t tho same ho . had cUot ted th h reh peace · t'ol~ma of 

. Octob '1' 18~2i oame to ooten! a to submission s it 
S 01 to friend and fo alike ould no~ t or coul.d 

not help him. ~hough torn nd b·l e 1ng, onts~i s , howev r , 
n. e1ther "mora-dood" ( tone .dp d) , nor d spondent, nd be decliaed 
Snymanta proffered hand. The co . ndant returned to rico 
breathing out threatonlngs and 61 ugbter a nat ont hi nd .... 
his tribe. 

Although okenz1e h. d been appol teq Deputy Co issionG.l" by 

t e Secretary 0 ,-jtate at the ep cla1 request of Sir Hercules 
obin on , it s sur~ri lng how complet 1y e 1 tter on his return 

to Sout h Africa suocumbed · to colo ialvie e aDd pre3udioea and 
11gned himself thckonz.ie ' a opponents . aoken$1e was no 

BCCU ed of being too parti 1 to the B ts an , nd being a liberal, 
hose ttitude towards the blaoks s disliked, nd hie peliey 

was steadily undermined by 0010n1 1 offic1 18 - Sir ho . Upington 
(:fr1mainiater), Gr ham Bower Colonial eoretary , nd Oec11 J . 
hodes , who wiel tt gra ~ influence 1 h th Hi h Commissioner. 
hes po rful , en ulti tell" oh nged the vie s atld symp thies of 

Hi h Co i 10D.or Hercules Robinson, n n ver r rkable for 
origin l1ty nd tability, and thus lmost from the first day of 

\ 

eken.zie · s entry int"o :Bechuall land nd comldel'lce eDt. of his duties 
as Deput r Oommissioner .. ·· }ie- a 
adv r oriticism fro his 
o 

of 
f~om his au eri or 

from the off ici Is of l' e ralisV' · so . annoyc . he 
nego~i 'biODS of tho Lot'JdoD Oonvention plana he had . 0 

thoroughly 1'o11e4. It 'tV no ond r .. therefore that fter ssiduous 
m1srepre ent tiona bY .Rhod s , who offered to repl ace .i:tokenzie as 
Depu'tY' Commi sioner in ·Be~ u tUa , and hostile cr1 tic1 m by Sir 
fhomas Upingtoll , the High Commie ion r on th 18th of July reaay 
groans and moaDa irh .. . ..... .. _/ 
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