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V e r m u l e n  (P C S A ) , J. L e a c h  (S U C A ), B. L e o n g  (NuF S > , D . 

K q o n q w a n a  ( CASA), R. S t e e l e  <COSG), F. C r u n d w e l l  

( C S G ) , D. W a d d i l o v e  ( O S G ) , 0. G i b s o n  ( Q u a k e r s ) , H. 

L a n c e s t o r  (CF’SA) , A. K i r s t e n  ( E C O ,  D. M a t t h e w s  

(ELCSA) , L. P a r s o n s  ( C P S A ) , G~. Co n n e l  , D. Hazelton,- M. 

K elly, S. Lowry, J. Boulle. ClCcMV-*oL<C-3 

AeoLogi.es' T * F a r r e l l ,  L. G o emans, R. R o b e r t s o n ,  M. W a l k e r ,  S. 

Duncan, A r c h b i s h o p  Daniel.

1* W e l _ c o m e _and_Prayer le/d b y  R e v  P V e r ryn.

2. A g e n d a _ R e y i e w i

3. R e g o r t b a c k _ f  r g m _ S t e e r i n g _ C o m m i 1 1 e e ^

At the last m e e t i n g  he l d  3 1 . 0 6 . 8 7  a s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  was 

e l ected. Its t a s k s  were:

1. To r e d r a f t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  and c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e r  g r o u p— 

i n g .

2. To i n v o l v e  o t h e r  churc h e s .

3. To t a k e  the p r o p o s a l  to all the o f f i c i a l  c h u r c h  s t r u c t u r e s  

/ bodies.

The p r o p o s a l  h a s  b e e n  r e d r a f t e d ,  f i n a l i s e d  and c i r c u l a t e d  to 

e v e r y o n e .  It h a s  a l r e a d y  be e n  t a k e n  to t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church. 

All the o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  be e n  a p p r o a c h e d  but h a v e  not met 

yet. As  to i n v o l v i n g  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  - v e r y  l i t t l e  wo r k  has

b e e n  d o n e  in t h i s  area.
m



y§^§_£I a s h  es_;_

E v e r y o n e  in t h e  r o o m  w a s  as* ed t o  s h a r e  t h e  c o m m e n t s  a n d / o r  

f e e d b a c k  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d  r e  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  G e n e r a l l y  it 

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f a v o u r a b l y  a n d  h a s  m e t  w i t h  e n ­

t h u s i a s m  a n d  i n t e r e s t  in s e v e r a l  q u a r t e r s .

Q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  o u t  of f e e d b a c k  t h a t  n e e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s

1. W h a t  is t h e  r o l e  of e c u m e n i c a l  b o d i e s  a n d  n o n - c h u r c h  o r ­

g a n  i sat i o n s ?

2 .-H o w  d o  w e  e n s u r e  m a x i m u m  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ?

3. W h a t  a r e  t h e  leg a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  p r o g r a m m e ?

4. W h a t  a b o u t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s ?  S o m e  c o n c e r n  w a s  

e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  n o  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s .

5. H o w  d o  w e  i n v o l v e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ?

Di s c u s s i o n _ g n _ t h e _ m e s s a g e _ a n d _ t o n e _ o f _ t h e _ A S P ^

T h i s  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  3 c a t e g o r i e s :

W h a t  d o  w e  w a n t  t o  s a y  t o  the: 1. C o n s c r i p t

2. C h u r c h

3. G o v e r n m e n t .

A b a s i c  p a c k a g e  s t a t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a s  a g r e e d  u p o n  f o r  all 

t h r e e  g r o u p s :

A. W e  o p p o s e  c o n s c r i p t i o n :

1. A s  it d e n i e s  c o n s c r i p t s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e .

2. A p a r t h e i d  is e v i l .  T h e  S A D F  is o f t e n  u s e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  

a p a r  thei d .

B. W h i l e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  e x i s t s ,  o u r  i n t e r i m  c a l l s  a r e  for:

1 . T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of all o b j e c t o r s .

2. F o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of a l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  a s  

t h a t  of m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

3. T h a t  o b j e c t o r s  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  w o r k  in t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  w e l ­

f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is m a i n l y  t a s k  o r i e n t a t e d  a n d  t h a t  is w h a t  is 

n e w  a b o u t  it. T h e  m a j o r  t h r u s t  is t h a t  it is a p a s t o r a l



p r o g r a m m e  a i m e d  at t h e  o b j e c t o r .  T h e  c h u r c h e s  a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e  

•for p a r  1 1 c i p a t  i ng c o n s c r i p t s  w i t h  a d v i c e  s e r v i c e s ,  c h a p l a i n s ,  

etc, y e t  l i t t l e  is d o n e  -for o b j e c t o r s .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is t h u s  a 

w a y  o-f r e s t o r i n g  p a r i t y .

W h a t  s h o u l d  w e  b e  s a y i n g  in p a r t i c u l a r  to:

1. T h e  C o n s c r i p t :

W e  s h o u l d  n o t  a l i e n a t e  c o n s c r i p t s .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h e m  in 

t h e  d i l e m m a  t h a t  -fighting in t h e  S A D F  c r e a t e s .  Yet 

d e s p i t e  t h i s  s u p p o r t  t h e r e  m u s t  a l s o  b e  a n  e l e m e n t  o-f 

c h a l 1 eng e .

- T h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  of c o n s c r i p t s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d .

A. T h e  o b j e c t o r .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in t h e i r  

s t a n d  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  m u s t  g i v e  i t s  fu l l  b a c k i n g  t o  them. 

O u r  m e s s a g e  t o  t h i s  g r o u p  w o u l d  be:

— W e  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  c h o i c e  is l i m i t e d .  T h e  ASF' i s  a 

s m a l l  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  c h o i c e .

— T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is o p e n  t o  all o b j e c t o r s .

— T h e r e  is an e l e m e n t  of f l e x i b i l i t y  in t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  

V o l u n t e e r s  c a n  t h u s  p l a y  a r o l e  in d i r e c t i n g  it.

B. T h e  U n w i l l i n g  C o n s c r i p t .  S u p p o r t  t h e m  in t h e i r  d i l e m m a  

a n d  r e a l i s e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e  f a c i n g  t h e m .  T h e  ASF is 

an a t t e m p t  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e i r  c h o i c e s .

C. T h e  W i l l i n g  C o n s c r i p t .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  

c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l i n g  a n d  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l i n g .  O u r  r o l e  

or m e s s a o e  h e r e  is t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l ­

ing c o n s c r i p t  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  him.

2. T h e  C h u r c h .

- E x p l a i n  w h y  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  e m b a r k i n g  o n  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  - 

t h e  h i s t o r y  of o u r  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  

d e a f n e s s .  It is o u t  of o u r  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t o r  t h a t  

t h e  c h u r c h  is b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  e m b a r k  on t h i s  p r o g r a m m e .



It is a p a s t o r a l  p r o g r a m m e .

— Th e  A S F  p u t s  C h u r c h  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n t o  a c t i o n .  T h e  c h u r c h  

will e n g a g e  t h e  c o n s c r i p t  a n d  p u t  itsel-f o n  t h e  line.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  c h u r c h  r e  i t s  p a s t o r a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e  c h u r c h  is c h a l l e n g e d  t o  t a k e  s i d e s .

It w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s t e e r  a w a y  -from t h e  t r a d i ­

t i o n a l  just w a r  d e b a t e s .

T h e  S t a t e .

T h e  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  a l o n g  h i s t o r y  of d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  y e t  w e  s t i l l  -find o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  a l ­

t e r n a t i v e s  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  

c h u r c h e s  t e a c h i n g s  o n  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  war.

- O u r  i n t e r i m  c a l l  i s  for:

1 . T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of all o b j e c t o r s .

2 _ F o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of a l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  as 

t h a t  of m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

T. T h a t  o b j e c t o r s  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  w o r k  in t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  

w e l f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

W e  (the C h u r c h e s )  a r e  n o w  g o i n g  t o  p u t  t h e s e  c a l l s  i n t o  

p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  ASP.

T h e  j d e a  of s e n d i n g  a d e l e g a t i o n ,  of h e i r a r c h y  a n d  l a y  r e p -  

r e s e n t i t i v e s  of all t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c h u r c h e s ,  t o  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e m  w i t h  o u r  p r o p o s a l  w a s  r a i s e d .  (A 

w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  f o r w a r d e d . )  T h i s  w a s  a c ­

c e p t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a u t i o n s :

1 W e  m u s t  in n o  w a y s  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  - s i m p l y  

p r e s e n t  o u r  p r o p o s a l .

2. W e  n e e d  t o  b e  a w a r e  of h o w  it c o u l d  b e  u s e d  a g a i n s t  u s  

a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  m a k e  it p u b l i c .

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  of c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  w e r e



r a i  s e d :

1. We n e e d  t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  r e s p o n s i  bi 1 i t y  o-f t h e  

c h u r c h e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s s e s s i n g  o u r  c a l l s  f o r  c h a n g e s  in 

t h e  law.

2. W h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  i s  c o r r e c t  - it is o u r  d u t y .

3. W e  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  n o  s u c c e s s .

4. T h u s  o u r  p a s t o r a l  d u t y  n o w  l e a d s  u s  i n t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  

a n d  p o s s i b l y  i n t o  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e .  W e  

s h o u l d  e m p h a s i s e  t h a t  o u r  a i m  is t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  

of c o n s c r i p t s  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o b j e c t o r s .  T h e  

s t a t e ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  C h u r c h ,  is t h e  a g g r e s s o r .

6 . ni_5 rij5 ^ i _ o n _ g n _ s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  p ublicity-.

T h i s  w a s  n o t  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  t h e  t a s k  w a s  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e

s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e .

S u g g e s t i o n s / P o i n t s  m a d e  w e r e :

S t r u c t u r e s :

- B o d i e s  l i k e  ECC, COS G ,  D i a k o n i a  e t c  s h o u l d  h a v e  o b s e r v o r  

s t a t u s  on t h e  s u p e r v i s o r y  b o d y  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in o t h e r  

s t r u c t u r e s .

- T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  s o m e  k i n d  of c o u n s e l l i n g  p r o c e s s  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  v o l u n t e e r s .  T h e y  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

an d  s u r e  of t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .

- T h e  p r o g r a m m e  m u s t  b e  o p e n  t o  all c o n s c r i p t s  at a n y  t i m e  

(not o n l y  w h e n  t h e y  r e c e i v e  a c a l l - u p ) .

P u b l i  ci ty:

- W e  n e e d  t o  l o b b y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m m e

- P u b l i c i t y  s h o u l d  b e  a r o u n d  t h e  p r o g r a m m e

- M a y b e  a s m a l l  b o o k l e t ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  

p r o g r a m m e ,  s h o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d .

L e g a l i  t y :



- T h e  A S P  c o u l d  c o n t r a v e n e  S e c t i o n  1 2 1 C  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o-f E m e r  

g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Y e t  d e s p i t e  t h e  r i s k  w e  n e e d  t o  b e  -ful­

f i l l i n g  o u r  d u t y  a s  c h u r c h e s .

7. S t e e r  i.ng_CommiLt t e e  j_ _ . >

It w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  b e  e x p a n d e d .  T h i s  

t a s k  w a s  le f t  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  g r o u p .

T a s k s  of s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e :

1. T o  c o n s i d e r  i t s  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  e x p a n d  i t s e l f .

2. T o  p r e p a r e  a d o c u m e n t  o n  s t r u c t u r e s  -for d i s c u s s i o n .

3. T o  i n v o l v e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s .

4. T o  t a k e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  all o f f i c i a l  c h u r c h  s t r u c t u r e s .

5. T o  g e t  a l e gal o p i n i o n  o n  t h e  ASP.

6 . T o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  -financial q u e s t i o n .

6
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EC§§ ®QtL Rev. P. V e r r y n  ( M C S A ) , S. B r i t t o n  ( D i a k o n i a ) ,  Rev. C.

V e r m u l e n  ( P C S A ) , J. L e a c h  ( S U C A ) , B. L e o n g  ( N C P S ) , D. 

K q o n q w a n a  (CASA), R. S t e e l e  ( C O S G ) , F. C r u n d w e l 1 

( C S G ) , D. W a d d i l o v e  ( O S G ) , 0. G i b s o n  ( Q u a k e r s ) ,  H. 

L a n c e s t o r  (CPSA) , A. K i r s t e n  ( E C O ,  D. M a t t h e w s  

( E L C S A ) , L. P a r s o n s  (CPSA), G. C o n n e l , D. H a z e l  ton, M. 

K e l l y ,  S. L o w r y ,  J. B o u l l e .  d C c ^ h o U c - 3  

^ e e l 9 a L es: I. F a r r e l l ,  L. G o e m a n s ,  R. R o b e r t s o n ,  M. W a l k e r ,  S. 

D u n c a n ,  A r c h b i s h o p  D a n i e l .

W e i c g m e _ a n d _ P r a y e r  l e / d  b y  R e v  P V e r r y n .

2- Agenda_ R e y i e W j .

3• ■ R§E9!I tback__f rgm__Steer i n g _ C g m m i  t t e e ^

At t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  h e l d  3 1 . 0 8 . 8 7  a s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  

e l e c t e d .  Its t a s k s  wer e :

1. T o  r e d r a f t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e r  g r o u p -  

i n g .

2. T o  i n v o l v e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s .

3. T o  t a k e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  all t h e  o f f i c i a l  c h u r c h  s t r u c t u r e s  

/ b o d i e s .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  h a s  b e e n  r e d r a f t e d ,  f i n a l i s e d  a n d  c i r c u l a t e d  to 

e v e r y o n e .  It h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  

A 1 1 t h e  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  b u t  h a v e  n o t  met 

yet. A s  to i n v o l v i n g  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  - v e r y  l i t t l e  w o r k  h a s  

b e e n  d o n e  in t h i s  area.



E v e r y o n e  in t h e  r o o m  w a s  a s k e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  c o m m e n t s  a n d / o r  

•feedback t h a t  t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d  r e  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  G e n e r a l l y  it 

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  -favourably a n d  h a s  m e t  w i t h  e n ­

t h u s i a s m  a n d  i n t e r e s t  in s e v e r a l  q u a r t e r s .

Q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  o u t  of f e e d b a c k  t h a t  n e e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n :

1. W h a t  is t h e  r o l e  of e c u m e n i c a l  b o d i e s  a n d  n o n - c h u r c h  o r -  

gani s a t i o n s ?

2. H o w  d o  w e  e n s u r e  m a x i m u m  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ?

3. W h a t  a r e  t h e  legal i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  p r o g r a m m e ?

4. W h a t  a b o u t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s ?  S o m e  c o n c e r n  w a s  

e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  n o  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s .

5. H o w  d o  w e  i n v o l v e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ?

D i  sc u s  si g n _  on _ t h e__ m e s s a g e__ an d __ t on e_ of _ t  h e __ A BP_._

T h i s  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  3 c a t e g o r i e s :

W h a t  d o  w e  w a n t  t o  s a y  t o  the: 1. C o n s c r i p t

2. C h u r c h

3. G o v e r n m e n t .

A b a s i c  p a c k a g e  s t a t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a s  a g r e e d  u p o n  f o r  all 

t h r e e  g r o u p s :

A. W e  o p p o s e  c o n s c r i p t i o n :

1. A s  it d e n i e s  c o n s c r i p t s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e .

2. A p a r t h e i d  is e v i l .  T h e  S A D F  is o f t e n  u s e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  

a p a r t h e i  d .

B. W h i l e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  e x i s t s ,  o u r  i n t e r i m  c a l l s  a r e  for:

1. T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of all o b j e c t o r s .

2. F o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of a l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  as 

t h a t  of m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

3. T h a t  o b j e c t o r s  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  w o r k  in t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  w e l ­

f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is m a i n l y  t a s k  o r i e n t a t e d  a n d  t h a t  is w h a t  is 

n e w  a b o u t  it. T h e  m a j o r  t h r u s t  is t h a t  it is a p a s t o r a l



p r o g r a m m e  a i m e d  at t h e  o b j e c t o r .  T h e  c h u r c h e s  a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e  

•for p a r t i  ci p a t  i n g  c o n s c r i p t s  w i t h  a d v i c e  s e r v i c e s ,  c h a p l a i n s ,  

etc, y e t  l i t t l e  is d o n e  for o b j e c t o r s .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is t h u s  a 

w a y  of r e s t o r i n g  p a r i t y .

W h a t  s h o u l d  w e  b e  s a y i n g  in p a r t i c u l a r  to:

1. T h e  C o n s c r i p t :

W e  s h o u l d  n o t  a l i e n a t e  c o n s c r i p t s .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h e m  in 

t h e  d i l e m m a  t h a t  f i g h t i n g  in t h e  S A D F  c r e a t e s .  Yet 

d e s p i t e  t h i s  s u p p o r t  t h e r e  m u s t  a l s o  b e  an e l e m e n t  o-f 

c h a l 1 e n g e .

- T h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  of c o n s c r i p t s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d .

A. T h e  o b j e c t o r .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in t h e i r  

s t a n d  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  m u s t  g i v e  i t s  full b a c k i n g  t o  them. 

O u r  m e s s a g e  t o  t h i s  g r o u p  w o u l d  be:

- W e  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  c h o i c e  is l i m i t e d .  T h e  A S P  i s  a 

s m a l l  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  c h o i c e .

- T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is o p e n  t o  all o b j e c t o r s .

- T h e r e  is an e l e m e n t  of f l e x i b i l i t y  in t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  

V o l u n t e e r s  c a n  t h u s  p l a y  a r o l e  in d i r e c t i n g  it.

B. T h e  U n w i l l i n g  C o n s c r i p t .  S u p p o r t  t h e m  in t h e i r  d i l e m m a  

a n d  r e a l i s e  t h e  difficult, c h o i c e  f a c i n g  the m .  T h e  A S P  is 

an a t t e m p t  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e i r  c h o i c e s .

C. T h e  W i l l i n g  C o n s c r i p t .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  

c o n s c i o u s l y  w i 1 1 i ng a n d  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l i  n g . O u r  r o l e  

o r  m e s s a g e  h e r e  is t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l ­

ing c o n s c r i p t  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  him.

2. T h e  C h u r c h .

- E x p l a i n  w h y  t h e  c h u r c h  is e m b a r k i n g  o n  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  - 

t h e  h i s t o r y  of o u r  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  

d e a f n e s s .  It is o u t  of o u r  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t o r  t h a t  

t h e  c h u r c h  is b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  e m b a r k  on t h i s  p r o g r a m m e .



It i ?5 a p a s t o r a l  p r o g r a m m e .

- T h e  A S P  p u t s  C h u r c h  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n t o  action. The c h u r c h  

will e n g a g e  t h e  c o n s c r i p t  and put itself on the line.

- T h e  p r o g r a m m e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  c h u r c h  r e  its p a storal 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e  c h u r c h  is c h a l l e n g e d  to t a k e  sides.

It w a s  a g r e e d  that we s h o u l d  s t e e r  a w a y  -from the t r a d i ­

tional just war debates.

3. T h e  S t a t e .

- T h e  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  a long h i s t o r y  of d i a l o g u e  with the 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  yet we still find o u r s e l v e s  with l i m ited a l ­

t e r n a t i v e s  to c o n s c r i p t i o n .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t s  with the 

c h u r c h e s  t e a c h i n g s  on c o n s c i e n c e  and war.

- Our i n t e r i m  call is for;

1. T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of all o b j e c t o r s .

2. For the l e n g t h  of a l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  to b e  the s a m e  as 

that of m i l i t a r y  service.

3. That o b j e c t o r s  be  a l l o w e d  to work in t h e  c h u r c h  and 

w e l f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

We (the C h u r c h e s )  are n o w  g o i n g  to put t h e s e  c a l l s  into 

p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h  the ASP.

The id e a  of s e n d i n g  a d e l e g a t i o n ,  of h e i r a r c h y  and lay rep- 

r e s e n t i t i v e s  of all t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c h u r c h e s ,  to the 

g o v e r n m e n t  to p r e s e n t  t h e m  w i t h  our p r o p o s a l  w a s  raised. (A 

w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be f o r w a r d e d . )  T h i s  w a s  a c ­

c e p t e d  with t h e  f o l l o w i n g  cauti o n s :

1. We mu s t  in no w a y s  n e g o t i a t e  wi t h  t h e  s t a t e  - s i m p l y  

p r e s e n t  our p r o p o s a l .

2„ We ne e d  to be a w a r e  of h o w  it c o u l d  be used a g a i n s t  us 

and r e c e i v e  the r i g h t  to m a k e  it public.

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  of c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  were



rai s e d :

1. We ne e d  to e m p h a s i s e  the r i g h t  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o-f the 

c h u r c h e s  to c o n t i n u e  a s s e s s i n g  our c a l l s  for c h a n g e s  in 

t he law.

2. What we a r e  d o i n g  is c o r r e c t  - :it is our duty.

3. We h a v e  t r i e d  to d i a l o g u e  w i t h  no success.

4. T h u s  our p a s t o r a l  d u t y  n o w  l e a d s  us in t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  

and p o s s i b l y  in t o  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi t h  t h e  state. We 

s h o u l d  e m p h a s i s e  t h a t  our a i m  is to r e s p o n d  to the n e eds 

of c o n s c r i p t s  and m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r 1y , o b j e c t o r s .  The 

state, and not t h e  Church, is t h e  agg r e s s o r .

6„ D i s c u s s i o n  _ a n _ s t r u c t u r e s _ a n d  p u b 1 i c i t y .

T h i s  w a s  not c o m p l e t e d  and t h e  ta s k  was p a s s e d  on t.o the 

s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e .

S u g g e s t i o n s / P o i n t s  m a d e  were:

S t r u c t u r e s :

- B o d i e s  li k e  ECC, CQSG, D i a k o n i a  etc s h o u l d  h a v e  o b s e r v o r  

s t a t u s  on the s u p e r v i s o r y  b o d y  and p a r t i c i p a t e  in other 

s t r u c t u r e s .

- T h e r e  s h o u l d  be s o m e  ki n d  of c o u n s e l l i n g  p r o c e s s  a v a i l a b l e  

for v o l u n t e e r s .  T h e y  mu s t  be p r e p a r e d  for the c o n s e q u e n c e s  

and s u r e  of t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .

- T h e  p r o g r a m m e  m u s t  be o p e n  to all c o n s c r i p t s  at any time 

(not o n l y  w h e n  t h e y  r e c e i v e  a c a l l - u p ) .

P u b l i c i t y :

- We ne e d  to l o b b y  support, for t h e  p r o g r a m m e

- P u b l i c i t y  s h o u l d  be a r o u n d  the p r o g r a m m e

- M a y b e  a small b o o k l e t ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  and a d v e r t i s i n g  the 

pr o g r a m m e ,  s h o u l d  be produced.

Legal :i t y :



- T h e  A S P  c o u l d  c o n t r a v e n e  S e c t i o n  121C and the S t a t e  o-f Emer 

g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Yet d e s p i t e  t h e  r i s k  we n e e d  to be f u l ­

f i l l i n g  our d u t y  as c h u r c h e s .

7 - St e e r  Lng__Commltt.ee

It w a s  a g r e e d  that the s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  be expanded, 

t a s k  w a s  left to the? c u r r e n t  group.

T a s k s  of s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e :

1. To c o n s i d e r  its m e m b e r s h i p  and e x p a n d  itself.

2. To p r e p a r e  a d o c u m e n t  on s t r u c t u r e s  for d i s c u s s i o n .

3. To i n v o l v e  o t h e r  churc h e s .

4. To t a k e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  to all o f f i c i a l  c h u r c h  s t r u c t u r e s

5. To get a legal o p i n i o n  on the ASP,.

6 . To i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n .

Thi s

6
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F r e s e n t L  Rev. P. V e r r y n  ( M C S A ) , S. B r i t t o n  ( D i a k o n i a ) ,  Rev. C.

V e r m u l e n  ( P C S A ) , J. L e a c h  ( S U C A ) , B. L e o n g  ( N C P S ) , D. 

K q o n q w a n a  (CASA), R. S t e e l e  ( C O S G ) , F. C r u n d w e l l  

( C S G ) , D. W a d d i l o v e  ( O S G ) , 0. G i b s o n  ( Q u a k e r s ) f H. 

L a n c e s t  or (CF'SA) , A. K i r s t e n  (ECC) , D. M a t t h e w s  

<E L C S A ) , L. P a r s o n s  ( C P S A ) , S’*. C o n n e l  , D. Hazelton,- M. 

K e l l y ,  S. L o w r y ,  J. B o u l l e .  (^.Cci-^oUc}

A p o L g g L e s :  T. F a r r e l l ,  L. G o e m a n s ,  R. R o b e r t s o n ,  M. W a l k e r ,  S. 

D u n c a n ,  A r c h b i s h o p  D a n i e l .

1- W§“l c o m e _ a n d _ P r a y e r  l e * d  b y  R e v  P V e r r y n .

2. A g e n d a _ R e y i e w i

3. R e p o r t b a c k _ f r o m _ S t e e r i n g _ C o m m i t t e e ^

At t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  h e l d  3 1 . 0 8 . 8 7  a s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  

e l e c t e d .  Its t a s k s  wer e :

1. T o  r e d r a f t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e r  g r o u p -  

i n g .

2. T o  i n v o l v e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s .

3 . T o  t a k e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  all t h e  o f f i c i a l  c h u r c h  s t r u c t u r e s  

/ b o d i e s .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  h a s  b e e n  r e d r a f t e d ,  f i n a l i s e d  a n d  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  

e v e r y o n e .  It h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  

A 1 1 t h e  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  b u t  h a v e  n o t  m e t  

yet. A s  t o  i n v o l v i n g  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  - v e r y  l i t t l e  w o r k  h a s

b e e n  d o n e  in t h i s  are a .

1



N§y§_f!§§b§§i
E v e r y o n e  in t h e  r o o m  w a s  a s k e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  c o m m e n t s  a n d / o r  

•feedback t h a t  t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d  r e  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  G e n e r a l l y  it 

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  -f a v o u r a b l y  a n d  h a s  m e t  w i t h  en 

t h u s i a s m  a n d  i n t e r e s t  in s e v e r a l  q u a r t e r s .

Q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o-f -feedback t h a t  n e e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n :

1. W h a t  is t h e  r o l e  o-f e c u m e n i c a l  b o d i e s  a n d  n o n —c h u r c h  o r ­

g a n  i sat i o n s ?

2.. H o w  d o  w e  e n s u r e  m a x i m u m  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ?

3. W h a t  a r e  t h e  legal i m p l i c a t i o n s  o-f t h e  p r o g r a m m e ?

4. W h a t  a b o u t  c r i t e r i a  -for v o l u n t e e r s ?  S o m e  c o n c e r n  w a s  

e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  n o  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s .

5. H o w  d o  w e  i n v o l v e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ?

Di s c u s s i o n _ g n _ t h e _ m e s s a g e _ a n d _ t g n e _ o £ _ t h e _ A S P i

T h i s  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  3 c a t e g o r i e s :

W h a t  d o  w e  w a n t  t o  s a y  t o  the: 1. C o n s c r i p t

2. C h u r c h

3. G o v e r n m e n t .

A b a s i c  p a c k a g e  s t a t i n g  t h e  -following w a s  a g r e e d  u p o n  -for all 

t h r e e  g r o u p s :

A. W e  o p p o s e  c o n s c r i p t i o n :

1. A s  it d e n i e s  c o n s c r i p t s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e .

2. A p a r t h e i d  is e v i l .  T h e  S A D F  i s  o-ften u s e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  

a p a r t h e i  d .

B . W h i l e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  e x i s t s ,  o u r  i n t e r i m  c a l l s  a r e  -for.

1 . T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o-f all o b j e c t o r s .

2. F o r  t h e  l e n g t h  o-f a l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  a s  

t h a t  o-f m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

3. T h a t  o b j e c t o r s  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  w o r k  in t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  w e l ­

f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is m a i n l y  task: o r i e n t a t e d  a n d  t h a t  is w h a t  is 

n e w  a b o u t  it. T h e  m a j o r  t h r u s t  is t h a t  it is a p a s t o r a l



p r o g r a m m e  a i m e d  at t h e  o b j e c t o r .  T h e  c h u r c h e s  a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e  

f o r  p a r t 1 c i p a t i n g  c o n s c r i p t s  w i t h  a d v i c e  s e r v i c e s ,  c h a p l a i n s ,  

etc, y e t  l i t t l e  is d o n e  f o r  o b j e c t o r s .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is t h u s  a 

w a y  of r e s t o r i n g  p a r i t y .

W h a t  s h o u l d  w e  b e  s a y i n g  in p a r t i c u l a r  to:

1. T h e  C o n s c r i p t :

W e  s h o u l d  n o t  a l i e n a t e  c o n s c r i p t s .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h e m  in 

t h e  d i l e m m a  t h a t  f i g h t i n g  in t h e  S A D F  c r e a t e s .  Vet 

d e s p i t e  t h i s  s u p p o r t  t h e r e  m u s t  a l s o  b e  a n  e l e m e n t  of 

c h a l 1 e ng e .

- T h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  of c o n s c r i p t s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d .

A. T h e  o b j e c t o r .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in t h e i r  

s t a n d  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  m u s t  g i v e  i t s  f u l l  b a c k i n g  t o  them. 

O u r  m e s s a g e  t o  t h i s  g r o u p  w o u l d  be:

- W e  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  c h o i c e  i s  l i m i t e d .  T h e  ASF' i s  a 

s m a l l  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  c h o i c e .

- T h e  p r o g r a m m e  is o p e n  t o  all o b j e c t o r s .

- T h e r e  is an e l e m e n t  of f l e x i b i l i t y  in t h e  p r o g r a m m e .  

V o l u n t e e r s  c a n  t h u s  p l a y  a r o l e  in d i r e c t i n g  it.

B. T h e  U n w i l l i n g  C o n s c r i p t .  S u p p o r t  t h e m  in t h e i r  d i l e m m a  

a n d  r e a l i s e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e  f a c i n g  t h e m .  T h e  A S P  is 

an a t t e m p t  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e i r  c h o i c e s .

C. T h e  W i l l i n g  C o n s c r i p t .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  

c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l i n g  a n d  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l i n g .  O u r  r o l e  

or m e s s a g e  h e r e  is t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  will 

ing c o n s c r i p t  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  him.

2. T h e  C h u r c h .

- E x p l a i n  w h y  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  e m b a r k i n g  o n  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e

t h e  h i s t o r y  of o u r  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  

d e a f n e s s .  It is o u t  of o u r  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t o r  t h a t  

t h e  c h u r c h  is b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  e m b a r k  o n  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e .



It is a p a s t o r a l  p r o g r a m m e .

T h e  A S P  p u t s  C h u r c h  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n t o  a c t i o n .  T h e  c h u r c h  

will e n g a g e  t h e  c o n s c r i p t  a n d  p u t  i t s e l f  on t h e  line.

- T h e  p r o g r a m m e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  c h u r c h  r e  i t s  p a s t o r a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e  c h u r c h  is c h a l l e n g e d  t o  t a k e  s i d e s .

It w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s t e e r  a w a y  -from t h e  t r a d i ­

t i o n a l  just w a r  d e b a t e s .

3 . T h e  S t a t e .

- T h e  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  a l o n g  h i s t o r y  of d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  y e t  w e  s t i l l  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  a l ­

t e r n a t i v e s  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  

c h u r c h e s  t e a c h i n g s  o n  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  war.

- O u r  i n t e r i m  c a l l  i s  f o r :

T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  all o b j e c t o r s .

2. F o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of a l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  as 

t h a t  of m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

T T h a t  o b j e c t o r s  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  w o r k  in t h e  c h u r c h  and 

w e l f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

M e  (the C h u r c h e s )  a r e  n o w  g o i n g  t o  p u t  t h e s e  c a l l s  i n t o  

p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  AS P .

T h e  i d e a  of s e n d i n g  a d e l e g a t i o n ,  of h e i r a r c h y  a n d  l a y  r e p -  

r e s e n t i t i v e s  of all t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c h u r c h e s ,  t o  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e m  w i t h  o u r  p r o p o s a l  w a s  r a i s e d .  (A 

w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  f o r w a r d e d . )  T h i s  w a s  a c ­

c e p t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a u t i o n s :

1 W e  m u s t  in n o  w a y s  n e g o t  i a t e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  — si m p 1y 

, p r e s e n t  o u r  p r o p o s a l .

2 W e  n e e d  t o  b e  a w a r e  of h o w  it c o u l d  b e  u s e d  a g a i n s t  u s  

a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  m a k e  it p u b l i c .

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  of c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  w e r e



r ai s e d :

1. We n e e d  t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y  of t h e  

c h u r c h e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s s e s s i n g  o u r  c a l l s  f o r  c h a n g e s  in 

t h e  law.

2. W h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  i s  c o r r e c t  - it is o u r  d u t y .

3. W e  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  n o  s u c c e s s .

A. T h u s  o u r  p a s t o r a l  d u t y  n o w  l e a d s  u s  i n t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  

a n d  p o s s i b l y  i n t o  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e .  W e  

s h o u l d  e m p h a s i s e  t h a t  o u r  a i m  is t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  

of c o n s c r i p t s  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o b j e c t o r s .  T h e  

s t a t e ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  C h u r c h ,  is t h e  a g g r e s s o r .

6 . D i s c u s s i g n _ o n _ s t r u c t u r e s _ a n d _ g u b l _ i _ c L t y i .

T h i s  w a s  n o t  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  t h e  t a s k  w a s  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e

s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e .

S u g g e s t i o n s / P o i n t s  m a d e  w e r e :

S t r u c t u r e s :

- B o d i e s  l i k e  EC C ,  C O S G ,  D i a k o n i a  e t c  s h o u l d  h a v e  o b s e r v o r  

s t a t u s  o n  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r y  b o d y  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in o t h e r  

s t r u c t u r e s .

- T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  s o m e  k i n d  of c o u n s e l l i n g  p r o c e s s  a v a i l a b l e  

■for v o l u n t e e r s .  T h e y  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

a n d  s u r e  of t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .

-  T h e  p r o g r a m m e  m u s t  b e  o p e n  t o  all c o n s c r i p t s  at a n y  t i m e  

(not o n l y  w h e n  t h e y  r e c e i v e  a c a l l - u p ) .

P u b l i c i t y :

- W e  n e e d  t o  l o b b y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m m e

- P u b l i c i t y  s h o u l d  b e  a r o u n d  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  %

- M a y b e  a s m a l l  b o o k l e t ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  

p r o g r a m m e ,  s h o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d .

L e g a l i  t y :



- T h e  A S P  c o u l d  c o n t r a v e n e  S e c t i o n  1 2 1 C  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  of E m e r  

g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Y e t  d e s p i t e  t h e  r i s k  w e  n e e d  t o  b e  -ful­

f i l l i n g  o u r  d u t y  as c h u r c h e s .

7. S t e e r  Lng_Cgmmi_t t e e . _ >

It w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  b e  e x p a n d e d .  T h i s  

t a s k  w a s  l e f t  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  g r o u p .

o n .

T a s k s

1 . To

2 . T o

3. T o

4. T o

5. T o

6 . T o6 . T o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n .



 

Collection Number: AG1977 

 
END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN (ECC) 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 

distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document is part of a collection held at the Historical Papers Research Archive at The University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


