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Deer S ir  /Ha da n ,

dpsi n f t u  you ?n Octob,3r> there has been a great
of activity  in the academic freedom campaign. I am sure that

few S s . aPPre°  6 8 SUm ary ° f  ^ at h?S happe^ d 0 V Q *  the past

Fr2 b^ bly most important event over the past few weeks has 

f r °^ thS -CouncU s *ho U n lv e r s lt ia s  of T ^ n  
r e a r i  lrm n g  t h e ir  b e l ie f  in  t h e ir  present-----

versitv nf r’^ p ~ T Serega^ 1° ? '  In a stateQent the Council of the Uni- 
n rinc  l 5 m®d0 f0UP P ° lnts! (1) The university is opposed

..Q pf h ? P to academic segregation on racial grounds, (2 )  It belie-

could n o tSh« V ? ad! u ic  f a c l l l t l 9 S  fo r  Europeans and Non-Suropcans 
= i 0<Ju a l to  ^hose provided in  an open U n iv e r s it y ,  (3 )  The

which "a'pS co n vlri?®d th a t 'the p o lic y  of academic n o n -se g re g a tio n , 
« h ic h  as f a r  as p o s s ib le  the U n iv e r s it y  o f Cape Town has alw avs f n l -
t « T t o  in t e ^ r a c in T 1 h l ? hef !  U n iv e r s it y  id e a ls  and has c o n trib u - 741 f t  i  u n d erstan d in g  and harmony in  South A f r ic a ,
on i t s  funH -inna + ?n iv e r s lt y  bQ Perm itted  and enabled to c a rr y
in »  h f Ions under the sane c o n d it io n s  as h ith e rto  and th at noth-
n o n -se g re g a ti n° 0r lnpSde th ® U n iV 9 rs lt y 's  p o lic y  of acadenic

. -._,nf’c'l i0 ^ ing the r ',Qtings of the Council, it was decided to hold

r rM C°r1c y^ ^ e on of thG 0 P°n_IInivers 1 tv in South
■J.yicq . he conference will be held early in Janu-^y in Pane Town

Z  by s“ lor “ nb" 3 0 1 “ 2̂  l l t i ’ X

undni]htprrfvC^ ^ f 0nCG sh0U^d be most significant because it w ill  
undoubtedly produce an academic statement of why the University orinn

f i n d i n g  o fXthis c o n f e r  d i v e r s i t i e s .  It is understood that the" “ 
no.mgs of this conference of the open Universities w ill  be published

S L ^ a i V J f f S L S T  * °  •

f e r r a i  08r‘ la 0 " a “  

f f i r r s C 1 ' s a S* 1 r, * s n a n  teach, views with prave f^lpim anv ■hhr«£sn+- r\-p

e x p r-s s e s n i t / ^ r  U n lv? r ^ ty  autonony and academic ‘freedom . ’ I t  
tn m f n l a  stro n g e st d is a p p ro v a l of the Governm ent's oropo sel
i t  ! f n ^ L ^ 0' f n l c -S9f ? g s tio n  Et tha U n iv e r s it y  of Cape Town as
and b e lie v e s  in ' ^ “ l ^ o ^ t h f l 8® 0 s ? f  0f E't io n  on r ? c i a l  grounds in  -cne r ig h t  o f the U n iv e r s it y  to accept stu d ents on



2 .

a basis of merit alone , without regard to race, colour or 
creed. It^is  convinced that the policy of academic non-segre- 

gation v/hich the University of Cape Town has always followed 
accords with the highest ideals of a U niversity . "

This resolution was adopted by 612 to 1 .

Convocation appointed a committee to represent the views 
of Convocation to the authorities and to the public .

More than 800 graduates of Wits voted unanimously at a 
T'/its Convocation meeting in the Great Hall against enforced Univer
sity apartheid. Frci’essor MacCrone said at this meeting; "The two 
open Universities  resent being po lit ically  butchered to make a Roman 
holiday for racial  id e o lo g ists ."

A meeting of sta f f  nenbers of the University of Cape  Town 
decided "to  note with concern the declared intention of the Govern
ment to impose academic segregation on racial grounds.11

The meeting reaffirmed its support for j;he system of non-seg- 
regation at the University of Cape Town and elected a committee to 
act in accordance with the spirit  of its resolution .

meanwhile, the Council of the University of Natal announced 
mat^ there would be no apartheid at future graduation ceremonies 
at the U niversity . Formerly graduands had sat in racial bloca, 
but from now on they w ill  sit  alphabetically .

At_JTataI University an "Open University Committee" was former1 
in November with representatives of the Pietermaritzburg Students* 
Representative Council, the SRC of the Non-Burop an S .c t io n ,  staff  
and Convocation. The Durban SRC has reported the matter back to 
its student body for ddcision . The Committee resolved to "stand 
for^the principle of academic non-segregation and to oppose a il  
leg islatio n  which directly or indirectly attacks that- p r in c ip le .”
The Committee w ill  endeavour to work for the abandonment of the 
system of internal segregation at the University of Natal, and w ill  
co-operate with the open Universities in opposition to University 
apartheid. The Committee is not an o f f ic ia l  body but represents a 
strong body of opinion of professors, lecturers and students past 
and present.

Any illusions that the Government are not intending introduc
ing apartheid legislation in 1957 h-ve now been dispelled. The

correspondent of "Dagbreek on Sondagnuus11* said ( 1 8 .1 1 .5 6 )  
the ^-bin- o were preparing legislation  for tribal colleges . It ••as

reported in the prs.ss that Hr Vil.ioen. Minister of Education, 
had told a. repo -ter that University apartheid would be introduced, 
apparently the trib al  colleges for Africans would be controlled by 
Dr.Verwoerc. This was also reported in "Die Burger" of 3 0 . 1 1 . 56*.

Prof essor J a n e s ^ c t lng Principal of UCT. stated in reply 
tnat_ separate Universities  are wrong in p r in c ip le ."  Mr N. Rubin .
Pr eside n.t._of. t he, UCT SRC , also opposed the Government's University 
a par the io . move. A  statement issued by the President of MUSAS was 
given wide press coverage in the "Cape A r g u s " ,  "Cape T ines ’1, '’’Natal 
elercury", "Natal f itn ess " ,  "Natal Daily  News", " S . P .  Herald" and 
the "Rand Daily  M a i l . ” The statement claimed that University 
apartheid might well be a forerunner of indoctrinated teaching.
£r_g.f.., J .S . J i a r a i s ,  Chairman of the Open Universities Liaison  Com- 
gLij.tge a.u. the University of the "Titwatersrand strongly opposed the 
establishment of tribal colleges.

It is believed that the plan for apartheid w ill  be announced
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a p L t L i f a ? aU n L e f Sitries“ ned t0 they V'° Uld ' bolish

to Univ0v^T t ^ t ^ P0rn 1 pr6s,s hsVQ given great Publicity 
inf-n^y? , -ap?^theld- Dr P »G-J- Koornllof in "Bantu'' an
+hnt'n = i  .PY i cfr <on of ttlG Department of Native if  fa irs , claimed

mate mtnn- thG 3antu coaas into cont" ot ^  inti-
o M M n fn f  w leftist Europeans who promote the crooked devel- 
opment of the Non-^urop an to the detriment of a i l . "

in twoT^ v ^ ' n ^ nt F T 3? bslt  attac’'ed the open Universities 
versitipq“ is nit r claiming that the opposition at the open Uni-

Transvallr" r i f l ?  of Uni™ rsity  opinion. "The
— -rrf1"-" V ■ ■ ^ • 1 f*5o) attempted to discredit the " U s  Convocati^rT

Union if  tbl 7 ^ r rins  t0/ T ,  R * feethan ”  "the C hanceU or?  an ex- 
f h r - v ^ ^  r ~ ijiJ-nar rGPu-te 1, and asking whether the Universities 

? are opposing the Government or "only cert-in (mainly

a r i e M n P  th?tSh ° n t h B  !.taff  and anong thQ students", ( 2 )  By 
a i ie d g m g  that because there is a measure of socia ' 1 inn

\ ° Pw ? nlVeSS it ie s> th9 Non.3uropea.ns e r f ' - b ^ o S  and 
would be better off in their own Universities. yTOners ana

clainin-°th- + , t ^ Mwrai- rsPlisa-> ir> a letter to "Die Burger",

of Unlvfrsitv !  sho" ld bo Permitted a choice
±. j _ . fe.ct is tha u iTon—<urop ~ans v/ould prefer to p d

Ila ra is °p o int ed^out ̂ th if-.thers„ is social s e p a r a t ? ^ .  P ^ o f f
protest i f  th 1  "D ie  Burger" would have been the first  to

” s, s - i  »»*• r s l ’ -
.ngot%L1 L tV T f ™ L “ ; ° ™ “ t '**“ k “ “ l’oi«-slMos 8 yen's
socinl S i n w L  j  I J Was n Q C Q S S * * Y  because of undesirable 
no socin S i  i a9 b°erd ery ) ,  whereas the fact that there is 
t ie s .  ^ lx ing is now a major argument against the open Universi-

was in 'e y id e n c r ^ I^ h V ^ r - h ^  mjb:i1c. ,R11PPnrt for the ooen Universities 
burg Rt v n h r n L  R unarg6 ° n 1 4 .i 0 .5 t ,  the Bishop of Johannes-

In "Good- Hajari' (January0? ^  ? £ ° ? S 1L ?Ui;portSd °P sa  Universities, 
sed Universitv anarthnid " Tn i ~ ckkishos Ca.po Town also oppo- 
Parliam ^- - v  D r h ^ i m i  + In introducing a notion at the Durban

m m s u r v j s

Party,TthoTc2pee? w nLI?|S®hV t /h-’ gt?C f a ta l .C° n^ f  P /  the Liberal

s w

rfovemb^ l 5S r o f B^ o r m "0e-rrl1d°n^ t L f OdKlnJ h,15 pEriod' The

b e r "a r t ic le s 'b y  t h f  Spr e s l l 'n ^ a n f  3 ' / ° ! ^ ' *

Mercury", "N atal  Daily  N^viq" ’n m 'M  as did thG "Natal
the " S t a r " , "The Su n "  (Svdnrv G, ° ^ n P ° s t " ,  the "Cape Argus",
church, New Z e a la n d ) .  (SydnGy’ -usi^ .± i a )  and "The Press" (Christ-

F -- -urthor information, contact the NUS'.S O f f ic e .

Your s fa it h fu l ly ,

E .M . VONTZEL 

President•



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: AD2533  
Collection Name:    South African Institute of Race Relations, Collection of publications, 1932-1979 
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Location: Johannesburg 
©2017 

 
 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 
 
This collection forms part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR), held at the Historical 
Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


