MOD3PATA IN QF* MDST
by A.LMISR
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"»ho are the moderatea?

This la a question that is often beino: asked now a days.
As no pne aeems to be able to solve this riddle to thé
satisfaction of all and sundry wo, in this aener attemﬁt
to <?ve an answer to not only the question as to who they
are but also what they are. And in )élvlny those answers
we shall draw not only on oiir ownn observations hut also
on the observations of experienced politicians in other
countries. For it must be remembered that the moderate
politician la a specie conmon to most countries.

2BOjnm_ARE?

A few of these moderates are active politicians,
able man with a lone; record of public service. But the
majority of them are a va«?ue, amorphous lot of ’people,
who want occasionally to have the sensation of belnc?
connected with pollticial activities.

Their chief characteristics are the wasting; of
time and energy and tempers on unimnortant matters. To
them the moat Imnortant things in the fiyht for humart
rlviitSi and freedom from racial optiresslon are Memoranda
and deputations. An 'inquiry Commission is their sunreme
Joy and the "cure all™ remedy.

m T THBV/.RS.

What they exactly a™e it is difficult to say, for,
they have no firm positive basis of ideas, and though
small in numbers differ from one another. They are ntron«?
only in nof~tlon. They see error everywhere and attemnt
to avoid it, and hope that in dolns;, so they will find the
truth. Truth for them indeed lies between two extremes.
By cn_tmsmg? everythin*” they consider extreme, they
exaerience the feelins: of beinp; virtuous and moderate and
~od. This method helns them in avoiding m Inful and
difficult Processes of thought and in havin'? to nut forward
constructive ideas. Capitalism, some of them vaguely feel
has not whoIIK succeeded in .iuro?'o, and is in trouble;
on the other hand socialism is obviously bad, because It
attacks vested interests. Probably some mystic solution
will be found in the future, some half-way house, and
meanwhile vested Interests must be nrotected. If there was
an argument as to whether the earth was flat or round,
probably they would condemn both these extreme views and
suggest tentatively that it might be square or elliptical.

Over trivial and unl..-.r;rtant matter.? they grow
quite excited, end th”™-ie is an amazing amount of houha and
shouting. Consciously and sub-consciously they avoid tackling
fundamental Issues, for such issues require fundamental
remedies and the courage of.thought and action. The
mnod”rates'™ defeats and victories are of little cons’equence.
'late to no principle. Their leadin.g characteristic V f
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and the dlstlngulshin»”™ feature. If It can be considered so,
la thus moderation in evarythin«:, crood or bad. It is an
ouli'Llook on life;

”In moderation rlacinc: all ny glory

Vhile Tories call ne '"Vhl" and Whigs a Tor, ” &
Alexander Pone

But moderation, however admirable It ml-"ht be, Is
not a bright and scintillating virtue. It nroduoes dullness
and so our "moderates" have unhannl(ljy become a "Dull Brigade"
sombre and serious In th ir looks, dull In their writing
and conversation, and lacking In humour.

South Africa, like all other countries Is now
convulsed by the forces of change, and the moderate outlook
Is bewildered, "he old world Is massing, and all the sweet
reasonableness of which our moderates are canable does not
make any difference; they night as wall argue with the
hurricane or the flood or the earthquake. Old assummtlons
fall them, and they dare not seek for new ways of thought
and action.

THBIR ILLUSIONS.

Mr. Gerald Heard nolnts out as "most disastrous of
Illusions, the mrojectlon that convinces Itself that any
failure In ones plans must be due not to_a mistake In ones
own thinking, but to a deliberate thwarting by some one
else".

All of ws suffer from this terrible Illusion. But
we act at least and try to keep In touch with life, and by
trial and error sometimes lessen the power of the llluslo;;
and stumble along. But the moderates suffer most. For they
do not act for fear of acting wronglly, they do not move
for fear of falling, they keep away from all healthy
contacts with the masses, and alt enchanted and self-
hypnotised In their mental cells.

The misfortune of the "moderates” is that they
Stood by and let things pass when their own people were
marching ahead. They feared their own masses, and In their
fear they preferred to ally themselves with the Shenstonea
and the Mitchells, "raa It any wonder that they came to bo
regarded as strangers amongst their own community and life
went by and left than standing?

THBIR PART IN THE STRUGGIE

Vhen the Passive Resistance struggle was launched
for life, honour and freedom there was no doubt on which
side of the barricade our xDderates stood. From the other
side of the barricade they watched the savage assaults on
our defenceless men and wonmen resisters;from the other side
of the barricade they gave us good advice, and were full of
moral platitudes, laying them on thick like sticky paint.

Will-
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At every opcortunlty these "moderates” have been ever
ready and willing to compromise and sacrifice the rights of
the community. Their Pretoria Agreement, their attempt to
remove our case from the UND Agenda before the last session,
and their present support dor the Union 'rovernment'a request
for the return of the HIvh Commissioner when the whole
Indian community hero, as well as in India says that a Round
Table Conference must bo assured first, are only a few
examples«

MODSRATION OR INDIPTBRSNCH?

We are all moderates or extremists in varying degrees,
and for various objects. If wo care enough for anythlnJj we
are likely to feel strongly about it, to be extremist about
it. Other™vise we oar afford a ’lacious tolerance, a
philosophical moderation, which really hides to some extent
our Indifferor ?. we have known themildest of moderates to
vrow very aggrenslve and extremist when a suggestion was
made for the sweeping away of oortnln vested interests In
land. Our moderate frineds represent to some extent the
io_rosperpus and the well-to-do. They can afford to wait for
iberation from economic and colour oppression and need not
excite thomselvos about It. They need not suffer the
indignities of iolour dlscryjmination on trams, buses and in
trains, for they can travel by their handsome limousines and
even planes; they need not suffor the indignities of being
served like pariah dogs at aeparote counters at public
Post Offices and other Covernmorit Inatltutlcns for they
can have their work there attended to by their servar.-s.They
do not have to suffer the insults and Indignities of being
turned away from skildjd enoloyr-nt tacause of their colour,
for th~ all happen to enjoy economi': nrosperltv.

But any proposal for mdicnl social change disturbs
them greatly and they are no longer moderate or sweetly
reasonable about it. This their moderation is really
confined to their attitude towmJs the government and they
nurse the hope that if they are sufficiently respectful and
compromising perhaps, as a revn rd for this behaviour, they
might be listen'd to. Inevitab?y they have to accept the
Government view-point, plus books h'--'orae their passionate
study, a new Oovernmeno cof-'ir “’on a matter for exdltement
and speculation

THBIR PRgSSKT EyciTSMCNF.

At the mo- >t their greot™nt excitement appears to be
not on(ljy their .ew organisation in which they are like
Alexander "Selkirk, masters of oil tney suxvey,but their
supreme Joy has been their rec'~t visit to the Prime Minister
who replied to all their plodadings vith the single magic
word "The High yommilsslonerl "And "The H'";. Joiiimlssloner,”
they all repeated in a chorus nfter yield Jdarshal Smuts as
they walked cut 0" his office. T'e w rds are still
resoundlnﬂ_ in thslr ir..J*;rxt. v 'o an! they ire unable to
hear anything else t



Collection Number: AD1710
Collection Name: Hassim Seedat Collection, 1905-1961

PUBLISHER:

Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand
Location: Johannesburg
©2017

LEGAL NOTICES:

Copyright Notice:

All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and may not be
reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior written
permission of the copyright owner.

Disclaimer and Terms of Use:

Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you may download material (one
machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use
only.

People using these records relating to the archives of the Historical Papers Research Archive, at the University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated,
inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information
contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the
Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any
errors or omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website
or any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.

This document is part of the Archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held at the Historical Papers Research
Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa.



