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PLEASE REFER TO *  *

My dear Hunt,
The Native Branch of the Johannesburg Hospital 

was opened some little time ago and the wards were named by 
me after the great chiefs of South Africa, and among them one 
ward was named "Sekukuni". The Superintendent of the Hospital 
now asks that I should give a short biography of this Chiof to 
be kept as a record in the Hospital, and I shall be very glad 
indeed if you can let me have a history of this Paramount Chief 
for this purpose. It need not be a long one, what is really 
required is an outline of his life and doings, giving dates 
wherever possible.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Major D. R. Hunt,
Uative Commissioner 

SECOCOENIE,
Transvaal.
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ttu. A- L'l l̂ VL'' &A* ’̂'P'V'l* ^Vv^wM.v/W 6V» btu

^4<u>LJ^nnA* fl/w w  , (yv*^UuA^C .
1/tvC t k v v  0 ti-v* ^  Cc-t--^,| U V v  L1'   ̂ lA/LL C't-V •^c^K U v w 6v-v>4_ _

fc^jv  L v A ! L  Livio iAifWA,̂  v-%vuya,.. tv~A- 4
■v%»A A / w ^  ^ v w , « C -  Q w  ^ v v y » ^ - <  w  L a ,  T l ^ v w l ""( «<rj^

^^/<VVIa»>A^wcw1,*~ _____ _________#_______ __̂ _______________ _______ __ _.

/H'Tiu. tTtv*. f l A ^ v v ^ * f c > -K » .* M » f e ^ r v -w_(1 "H-w i'U>^Vw*v*^rC
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2M s £ ___

Chief Sakukuni succeeded hi at father Sekwati in 
the ohiofteinahip of the Bupedi l’ribe in XBfil and established him- 
9«\f firm\v after excelling J*ampuru the other claimant who took 
refuge with the ^waaiea.

t»ekukuni waa a powerful^ chief who ruled hia 
people well at first and would not allow then to carry out aone 
of their formwr more barbarous practices. Win power originally 
extended over the nativea of the Eastern tranevaal, excepting 
the wttaiea.

in 1376 hi a brother Johannes l'iwkw«.ny<*ne who h ad 
become « Christian and liven near -nydenburg quarrelled with the 
neighbouring Boer farmerb. though *>ekukuni disapproved of hia 
people becoming ^hriotiana he supported hia brother and thua 
brought on the war of *876-1877.

On August Sind 1876 the Boers attacked ^'ckukuni *a 
atronghold under the eastern slopaa or the *»ulu mountains but 
failed to dislodge him and on i>eptttmber 3<>th of the aame year 
the hapedi in turn attacked th« outpost at *  or % Burger on the 
"teelnoort «iver. desultory fighting continued along the line 
of thp jteelpoort, till 'tyk *ebruary 1877 when peace waa patched 
up but th« ^npedi of »*ekukuiii a till remained a menp||ce to the 
Kepublican *overnment•

aft«r the annexation of the Vrant.vaal by ^ir 
?heoT)bilua t»hepetono in 1877 itakukuni attacked uorae neighbouring 
natives who had not supported him in hie previous war with the 
Boers and thiu brought him into collision with thr British, 
wn November URth 1879 £Jir ttarnet ^olaeley with British troopmi 

a number of* lassies (with whom came the exiled Wpmpuru; 
attacked and captured *>ekukurii*B atronghold. £>ekukunl himself 
waa captured immediately afterwarda on the J*ulu mountain- •

At the retrocession of the ¥ran»vaal &ekukuni 
waa roleaaed *nd auainted the Government egainst Hampuru but waa 
himself surpriaed and killed by ~ampuru on august 12th 188JJ.
■•'or this Mampuru was hanged.

*>e£ukuui^rauduoiv ^akukunl X* 1*» t**c yr«*»e<*t 
'hief of thf? ^anedi 1'ribe*



CHIB? SEKUKUNI.

Chief Sekukuni succeeded his father Sekwati in 
the chieftainship of the Bapedi Tribe in 1861 and established 
himself firmly after expelling Mompuru the other claimant 
who took refuge with the Swazies.

Sekukuni was a powerful chief who ruled his people 
well at first and would not allow them to carry out some of 
their former more barbarous practices. His power originally 
extended over the natives of the Eastern Transvaal, excepting 
the Swazies.

In 1876 his brother Johannes Dinkwanyane who had 
become a Christian, and lived near I^rdenburg, quarrelled 
with the neighbouring Boer farmers. Through Sekukuni 
disapproved of his people becoming Christians he supported 
his brother and thus brought on the war of 1876-1877.

On August 2nd 1876 the Boers attacked Sekukuni*s 
stronghold under the eastern slopes of the Jfculu Mountains, 
but failed to dislodge him,and on September 30th of the 
same year the Bapedi in turn attacked the outpost at Port 
Burger on the Steelpoort River. Desultory fighting continued 
along the line of the Steelpoort, till in February 1877 peace 
was patched up, but the Bapedi of Sekukuni still remained 
a menace to the Republican Government.

After the annexation of the Transvaal by Sir 
Theophilus Shepstone in 1877 Sekukuni attacked some neighbour
ing natives who had not supported him in his previous war 
with the Boers, and this brought him into collision with the 
British. On November 28th 1879 Sir Garnet Wolseley with 
British troops and a number of Swazies (with whom came the 
exiled Mampuru) attacked and captured Sekukuni’s stronghold. 
Sekukuni himself was captured immediately afterwards on the 
Zulu Mountains.

At the retrocession of the Transvaal Sekukuni was 
released and assisted the Government against Mampuru, but 
was himself surprised and killed by Mampuru on August 13th 
1882. For this Mampuru was hanged.

Sekukuni’s grandson Sekukuni II is the present 
chief of the Bapedi Tribe.


