
17 July 1996

Dear Adam Hochschild

Barbara Harmel gave me your name and address, and suggested to me 
that you might be able to assist mewith a book that I am 
attempting to write.

I need to obtain material on what life was like for the citizens 
of Moscow during the period 1937 to 1946. Iaam attempting to put 
together some short pieces of writing by my sister - now dead - 
who lived in Moscow during that period. (And for a short time in 
July 1942 tO March 43 in the Urals.) What I need are memoirs - or 
other types of writing - that will help to fill in the background 
of the Muscovites’ life - the day to day human interest angle.
My sister was married to an American engineer who had gone to Moscow 
to work on the Metro. They did not live amongst the ex-patriate 
communities, but among the ordinary people, except that they 
obviously had contacts with what seems to be a political/intellectual 
circle: in the 1930s, before the war, with German and other 
Communists who had sought refuge in the Soviet Union; and with 
a young set of Muscovites - theatrical or intellectuals - and other 
foreigners who were working for the Soviet authorities.

I have read Alexander Werth and also Robert Conquest and Eugenia 
Ginsberg, who deal with the gulag, which for my purpose is only 
touched peripherally. I need to get a feel of what Moscow was like 
first during the pre-war years of mounting tensions and trials, and 
then the war years: rationing, black-outs, restrictions, the personal 
and more intimate details of every day life.

If you can make any suggestions of books of other sources I would be 
most grateful. If you can't, then I apologise for bothering you.

I am a South African living in Britain; my eldest daughter is the 
same age, and a close friend, of Barbara!sSo you will be able to 
work out that I am a very old woman. I have previously only written 
books and material about South Africa.

With good wishes

Hilda Bernstein



Adam Hochschild

84 Seward St. ,  San Francisco CA 94114
Electronic mail: ahochschild@mcimail.com

July 27, 1996

Dear Hilda,

Thanks for your letter. I have heard your name over the years, 
and I'm sure I read some of your work when I was working on my book 
on South Africa in the late 1980s. And am I not correct in thinking that 
you are related to Jeremy Bernstein? He briefly helped me with some 
research when I was working on that book.

Here are some suggestions on books for you to look at. The one 
probably comes the closest to describing the life and circles that your 
sister lived in in Moscow is An Opposing Man by Ernst Fischer. He was 
a Communist refugee from Austria, I believe, who lived in Moscow in 
the late 1930s and some of this memoir is a very vivid evocation of that 
time and place. Another book you might want to look at — and I 
suggest this because you say that sister also lived in the Urals — is 
Behind the Urals: An American Worker In Russia's City of Steel, by  
John Scott.

But most important, the books that have certainly moved me the 
most in reading about this period are the two volumes of memoirs by 
Nadezhda Mandelstam. They are Hope Against Hope and Hope Abandoned 
(at least in their American editions — sometimes books have slightly 
different titles in their British editions). She was the widow of the poet 
Osip Mandelstam, who was arrested in 1938 and who died in the gulag. 
She herself, however, was never arrested. She writes about their lives 
before his arrest, her own life afterwards, and the many varieties of 
compromise, intimidation, and bravery she came across during the 1930s 
and 40s. There is quite a bit of stuff about other Russian writers 
which may not be of so much interest to you, but there is an enormous 
amount of nitty gritty everyday detail about life in Moscow and the 
other Russian cities where she lived during that time. I think they are 
quite extraordinary books, in my view the greatest non-fiction prose 
written in Russia while Stalin was alive.

A book called They Came to Stay by Paula Garb (Progress 
Publishers, Moscow) I've seen but it's not very good: it does, however, 
consist of interviews with Americans and other foreigners who lived in 
Russia in the 1930s and 40s. Homer Smith was a black American report
er who lived in Russia around this time and wrote an autobiographical 
book which I've looked at, but forgotten the title. The well-known 
American journalist Harrison Salisbury was a correspondent in Russia 
during World War II and afterwards, and wrote several books about the
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experience of living there, and also a volume of memoirs. In one and 
possibly two of them he describes a lot about daily life in Moscow 
during World War II but I can't remember which of his books this is in. 
Try the memoirs (I'm not sure of the title) or American in Russia for 
starters. He's a good writer. Finally, I see in my files a note about two 
books which I have not read or seen but which sound like they might 
be on this subject: Moscow Yankee by Myra Page, and An American 
Engineer in Stalin's Russia: The Memoirs of Zara Witkin 1932-1934.

I hope this is useful to you. Good luck!

All the best
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9 August 1996

Bear Adam

This is just a 'thank you' letter, so does not need a rejkly.

I am really grateful to you for replying so swiftly, and so usefully.
This mornigg I obtained the two Mandelstam books from the Oxford 
library - heavy weight for me, a slow reader. I think I can get 
hold of Ernst Fischer's book (I have his book on art, of course) 
but the others will need some detective work.

When you mentioned in your letter that you were in SA working on 
a book, I remembered The Mirror at Midnight - I have it in hardback 
(I covet hardback books), given to me by my dditor at Cape who 
published my book on the exile experience of South Africans.You may 
have heard my name because I have written books on South Africa; 
or it may have been because we were part of that smallish group of 
white South Africans who battled against apartheid. My husband,
'flisty' (Lionel, actually) was in the Rivonia trial with Nelson, and 
the only one of the aightwho was acquitted - the others all went to 
jail. We escaped. I wrote about that, and the trial in The World That 
Was Ours. If you would like to read it, I will send you a copy, as 
I don't think you will find it in the US.

I have just taken down your book, and found a letter from JoAnne 
Robertson at HarperCollins who gave me the book so that I could suggest 
some contacts for publicising it - so the bit above was wrong.
Glancing at your book again, I see that your Epilogue really sums up 
what has actually happened since you wrote it. Of course we have been 
back there - the first time in 1992 when we got indemnity - then for 
the elections, the greatest, most monumental times of our lives - 
and this year in March. There is still a feeling of unreality among 
us, that this has actually happened, and the ease with which the whites 
have slipped into the new social attitudes is amazing. But they have 
not yet had to sacrifice anything of their life-style (except for the 
discomfort of living with so much crime). And, as you wrote, they 
still have economic power. We are happy, delighted, with all the changes, 
yet see awful problems that are not being solved, and doubt whether 
SA will get the investments it needs. Perhaps you will want to go 
back and write about it again?

Anyway, again, many thanks for being so helpful.

And good wishes

Hilda Bernstein



P L U T O  r p i l  P R E S S
345 Archway Road, London N6 5AA Tel: 0181-348 2724 Fax: 0181-348 9133 

EMail: pluto@plutobks.demon.co.uk

To Hilda Bernstein 
57 Lock Crescent 
Kidlington 
Oxon 
0X5 1HF

30.6.2000

Dear Hilda,

A  Life o£ Ones Own.

Thanks fay the new chapters.

I have had a careful look at the new materials, and shown them to a colleague and we are 
agreed that we don't think that the material would provide the kind of book that 
Pluto can successfully sell, as the work is still more a family history, a loving daughter 
telling the story of bet lost father, than a social history of the USSR.

This may seem a very unkind judgment, but from where we stand, as you know we have 
to make judgemnents that we think-will sell a book. You have clearly made major 
alterations, the material is written from you, and there are significant chunks of Soviet 
history in there., so I appreciate that you have made major alterations. And of course you 
write wonderfully, so the material is intrinsically interesting..

But for us, that is Pluto to make it work, the book has to be foremost a social history, in a 
context of Stalinism and the turbulent history of the middle years of the 20th century. The 
sub context, your family history, is at present still the key text of the narrative.

I fully appreciate, that is the way you may want it. If you do, I would advise taking it to 
other, more tradey publishers for their appraisal. If you wanted to make another effort 
to move even more in our direction, I would certainly be open to you. But if you 
wouldn't I would understand.

Registered No. 2139565

mailto:pluto@plutobks.demon.co.uk


FARRAR, STRAUS & GIROUX, INC. Book Publishers
HILL & WANG NORTH POINT PRESS

JOHN A. GLUSMAN
Vice President 
Executive Editor

April 13, 1999

Mr. G lenn Frankel 
The W ashington Post 
1150 15 th  Street 
Washington, DC 20071

Dear Glenn:

I want to thank you for sending me Hilda Bernstein’s A LIFE OF ONE’S OW N, which I found 
fascinating. Alas, I’m afraid the project strikes me as better suited to a university press than to a 
trade house such as FSG.

I appreciate the chance to see this in any case, and thank you both for thinking of me.

All good wishes.

Yours,

enc.

*

19 Union Square West, New York, New York 10003 I Telephone (212) 206-5372 I FAX (212) 633-9385 I E-Mail: jglusman@fsgee.i
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