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Walter Wachs, Austria

ite-ir Friends,

Before I refer to the report of our friend, Jaques Denis,
I vould like, in the name of my organisation, tc express our 
thanics ta the WFi>Y for m-i.ing it possible for us to participate 
at this Council Meeting.

I would ajst heartily like to thank our Chinese friends 
and hosts for all the kindness, hospitality, attention and 
weldbme, which they have shown us.

Now about our work among the youth in the villages ana 
farms. Our organisation, the Free Austrian Youth, is almost 
completely composed of young people from industrial areas. To 
tell the truth, our groups and leaders have done very little 
yyork around the question of the living conditions, problems and 
desires of the youth of the villages. When work has been 
carried out in this field, it has been spasmodic.

The appeal of the youth of San Alberto de Ravenna, and 
the proposals whioh came to us from the secretariat of the VfTDY, 
made it necessary for us to deal nure seriously with the living 
conditions of the youth of the countryside. I will not speak 
now of the living conditions, problems and desires, and the 
demands of the Austrian rural youth, as those are included in 
principle in the report of this point of the agenda. Tnese 
are fundamert al ly the same for rural youth in other middle 
and western European capitalist countries.

Here are the oust important factors of our work in the 
countryside. At a Conference at the end of September 1953 
in iSurgenland , in a quite agricultural area, a programme of 
demands was drawn up which contained the mo3t essential demands 
t>oth of the agricultural vxjrkers and the rural youth. *t the 
same tinfc, measures wore taicen to carry out this programme.
We have already achieved aiooeafcful results,, such as the 
realisation of one point of the programme of demands. In 
Austria there are now lews which say, that:

1 - the waiting period necessary before one receives 
unemployment benefit be reduced from 52 weeks in two years ta 
20 weeks. That means that the young agricultural workers 
have tne rignt to these unemployment benefits if they can 
prove 20 weeks of work during the year. The same applies 
in the case of health Denefit.
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on tne initi itive ot tne tfiTDY a cultural competition will 
bo launched on tneaes concerning rural youth. The ccmpotiti on 
Vfill be popularise;* tnrough leaflets, the press and radio, 
xhe beat works will receive prizes, the first prize being a 
prepaid triy the next uorld louth f'ostival, tbs second prize 
will be seven days holiday in a winter sports resort. On the 
occasion of the International ^athjrlnc we will organise an 
exhioition jf the entries. *.'£ .propose that the Jther Countries 
sena their entries directly to the International Preparatory 
Committee so that we can prepare tne exhibition at toe time 
of the, uatnering.

aesides thi3 competition w* will organise a football 
Qfiaapionahip wf tho rurul youth to popularise the aural Gather
ing. Of oourse, the events und tho discussions will oontinue 
during wni<fc the delogotes will be elooted.

*»• must during the proparntijis f^r tho Gathtring think 
of its significance. The point oadc by jur friend, Denis, of 
consolidating and sotting up now organi 3ations in the country
side, seems to ne very valuable. The work in the countryside 
can, of <»ur»6, not end with the Gathering but tbe campaign 
through its roailts and experiences must be continued/ We 
have already a few examples, v.tere groups from industrial 
centres have taimn over the job of helping certain villages. 
Must of theso contacts camo about oy chance for examplo at* 
the traditional Mhiisuntide gatherings. Many of them continued 
ana led to weekend excursions, cultural anc. sporting events. 
Therefore we will propose this form of h«lp to other organiza
tions in industrial areas. We consider that a furthor possioi- 
lity of strengthening our influence in txu countrysido lies in 
tho txiildiqg of cultural and 3ports groups. Experiences shows 
us however that these groups can only bê  strengthened by 
-Beans, of continued material, cultural and political support, 
xn toe event of this aipport not oeing given early unouflfc or 
of it weakening, these groups gj out of existence.



Walter Wuchs, Austria - 4 -

Therefore I agree with friend Denis when he speaks of the 
political solidarity and the help of the youth of the towis 
ani of the youth in the ocuntryside. I would like to add 
something regarding conditions in Austria. The development of 
t.fru* struggle of the y^uth of the countryside, the drawing in 
of uany boys and girls from the large farms ecu villages into 
the struggle for their rightful demands is only possible when 
the youth of the industrial areas Continuously bring in their 
driving, organizing, ani helping strength. Vie will vork 
therefore in this direction to strjngthon .ur efforts to clari
fy end organize the struggle of youth in the countryside for 
tr»ir just aerne nds and their rights. Therefore the oonorete 
suggestions ond ttL6 report of J* Denis w e  v&lu&blo pointers 

in our further work.

according to the proposals of the international Prepara
tory Committee the International fathering of Rural Youth will 
taka plaoe from 9-'15 Decenfcer in Vienna, the capital of our 

oountry.

Tn acoardanoe with the wisnes of our organization I warmly 
welcome you ana promise to do everything possible, aoccrding to 
the modest strength of our organisation to support the Interna
tional Preparatory Co.iBiittoe, in order to ensure the satisfactory 
progress and suooess of the International fathering Rural 

Youth*
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