
The meeting felt that the campaign itself should be launched early next 
year, but that the inaugural meeting of the committee should take place 
within a month. The meeting felt strongly that the type of work which 
was needed before the inaugural meeting was education of the members of 

the constituent organisations on the militarisation of South African 
society and the broader implications thereof. The COSG representatives 
said the COSG would be in a position to do this kind of work, and assist 
wherever neccessary, as they had much experience in this field.

6. It was decided that the interim committee could operate until the launching 
of the committee, and one of their functions would be to inform other bodies

particularly the churches who were not present at this meeting. After 
discussion it was decided that the name of the committee would be the 

End Conscription Committee.

The date for the inaugural meeting was set for November 17, to be held in the 
Rondebosch Congregational church hall at 7.30 pm.



E N D  C O N S C R I P T I O N  C A M P A I G N

T h e  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  is l a u n c h i n g  i t s  d e c l a r a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  c o n s c r i p t i o n  o n  M o n d a y  1 5 t h  O c t o b e r .

A  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p r e s s  
t o  t h e  c a m p a i g n .

D a t e  : M o n d a y  8 t h  O c t o b e r  
T i m e  : 1 p m

V e n u e ; M e t r o p o l i t a n  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  c n r  C h u r c h  
a n d  B u r g  S t r e e t s

F i v e  p r o m i n e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  w h y  t h e y  h a v e  e n d o r s e d  
t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  
b e  p r e s e n t  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s .

P a n e l  m e m b e r s  w i l l  i n c l u d e :

R e v d  D o u g  B a x ,  a c t i v e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  in t h e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s
o b j e c t i o n  m o v e m e n t .

M r s  M a r y  B u r t o n ,  c h a i r p e r s o n  of B l a c k  S a s h .

P r o f  J a k e s  G e r w e l ,  p r o f e s s o r  of A f r i k a a n s  a n d  N e d e r l a n d s  U W C
(u n c o n f i r m e d )

Dr. I v a n  T o m s ,  C r o s s r o a d s  d o c t o r  a n d  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r .

P r o f  M i k e  S a v a g e ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  s o c i o l o g y  a t  UC T .

F o r  f u r t h e r  i m f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  
M i c h a e l  E v a n s  4 7 - 7 4 0 7  ( c h a i r p e r s o n )  
R i c h a r d  G o o d e  4 7 - 3 7 5 8



T H E  E C C  D E C L A R A T I O N  L A U N C H

P U B L I C  M E E T I N G

D A T E  : M o n d a y  1 5 t h  O c t o b e r

T I M E  : 8 . 0 0  p m
V E N U E  : C l a r e m o n t  c i v i c  c e n t r e
S P E A K E R S :  R E V D  A L A N  B O E S A K , p r e s i d e n t  W o r l d

A l l i a n c e  o f  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s  
M R S  S H E E N A  D U N C A N ,  C h a i r p e r s o n  B l a c k  S a s h

P l u s  s t a t e m e n t s ,  s h o r t  p l a y  a n d  a s l i d e  s h o w  o n  t h e  

d e c l a r a t i o n

P R A Y E R  V I G I L  F O R  A N  E N D  T O  C O N S C R I P T I O N

D A T E  & T I M E  : F r i d a y  12 O c t o b e r  a t  1 p m  t o
S a t u r d a y  13 O c t o b e r  a t  1 p m  

V E N U E  : S t  M i c h a e l s  C h u r c h ,  S t  M i c h a e l s  
R o a d  O b s e r v a t o r y

T h e  v i g i l  w i l l  e n d  w i t h  a c o m m u n i o n  s e r v i c e  a t  12 

n o o n  o n  S a t u r d a y  t h e  1 3 t h

" R O C K  A G A I N S T  T H E  R A T E L "  C O N C E R T

D A T E
T I M E
V E N U E

T u e s d a y  9 O c t o b e r  
9 . 0 0  p m  t i l l  l a t e  
U C T  Y e l l o w  L e v e l

B a n d s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  D Y N A M I C S ,  B A C K  T O  N O R M A L  a n d  

S O C I A L  C A M O U F L A G E

O T H E R  A C T I V I T I E S

P I C K E T S  - " C A N C E L  T H E  C A L L  U P "  a n d  " N O  T O  A P A R T H E I D ' S  A R M Y "  
w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  F r i d a y  12 a n d  M o n d a y  15 f r o m  4 . 3 0  

t o  6 . 0 0  p m

M E D I A  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a p u b l i c a t i o n ,  p a m p h l e t s ,  a d i s p l a y ,  
b a n n e r s ,  T  s h i r t s ,  b a d g e s ,  a s l i d e  s h o w  a n d  

p o s t e r s

A  C U L T U R A L  R O A D  S H O W  O N  C O N S C R I P T I O N  is b e i n g  t a k e n  to 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s



T H E  E N D  C O N S C R I P T I O N  C A M P A I G N  - A  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y

In M a r c h  1 9 8 3  t h e  B l a c k  S a s h  p a s s e d  a m o t i o n  a t  i t s  a n n u a l  
c o n f e r e n c e  c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  e n d  c o m p u l s o r y  
c o n s c r i p t i o n  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  F o r c e .

T h e  B l a c k  S a s h  c a l l  w a s  t a k e n  u p  b y  a r a n g e  o f  c h u r c h ,  w o m e n s ,  
s t u d e n t  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r .  18 o r g a n 
i s a t i o n s  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  a s  a r e s p o n c e  t o  t h e  e s c a l a t i n g  v i o l e n c e  
in t h e  s u b - c o n t i n e n t ,  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  e x t e n t i o n  o f  c o n s c r i p t i o n  to 
c o l o u r e d  a n d  i n d i a n  y o u t h  a n d  t h e  h a r s h  D e f e n c e  A m e n d m e n t  A c t .

S i m i l a r  c o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  s e t  u p  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g  a n d  D u r b a n .

T h e  m a j o r  a c t i v i t e s  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s o  f a r  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a 
s u r v e y  of t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n  a m o n g s t  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
c h u r c h - g o e r s ,  e d u c a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e s ,  a n d  a t w o - w e e k  f o c u s  o n  
N a m i b i a ,  w h i c h  w a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  b y  a v i s i t  o f  A d v o c a t e  L u b o w s k i ,  
M r  H a n s  R o h r  a n d  P a s t o r  C o r n e l i u s  K a m e e t a .

T h e  E C C  is n o w  e m b a r k i n g  o n  a n e w  p h a s e  o f  i t s  c a m p a i g n  - t h e  
l a u n c h  of t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  c o n s c r i p t i o n .

A R G U M E N T S  W H I C H  U N D E R L I E  T H E  E C C ' S  O P P O S I T I O N  T O  C O N S C R I P T I O N

1) C o n s c r i p t i o n  i n t e n s i f i e s  t h e  v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t  i n  o u r  
s o c i e t y .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t  is e n g e n d e r e d  b y  a p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  
w h i c h  d e n i e s  m o s t  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  b a s i c  h u m a n  r i g h t s .  It is 
n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s o m e  e x t e r n a l  " t o t a l  o n s l a u g h t " .

S o u t h  A f r i c a  is c o n f r o n t e d  b y  a c i v i l  w a r .  A t t e m p t s  t o  s t o p  
t h i s  b y  c o m p u l s o r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  c a n  o n l y  r e s u l t  in 
e s c a l a t i n g  v i o l e n c e  a n d  f u r t h e r  d i v i s i o n .  C o n f l i c t  c a n  o n l y  
b e  r e s o l v e d  b y  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m  a n d  

r e c o g n i s i n g  a l l  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  a s  f u l l  c i t i z e n s .

2) C o n s c r i p t i o n  p r o l o n g s  t h e  w a r  in N a m i b i a .  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  
o c c u p a t i o n  of N a m i b i a  is i l l e g a l  i n  t e r m s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
law. T h e  C a t h o l i c  a n d  A n g l i c a n  b i s h o p s ,  t h e  N a m i b i a n  C o u n c i l  
o f  C h u r c h e s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  c h u r c h  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  
h a v e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  t r o o p s  a n d  
i m m e d i a t e  e l e c t i o n s  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  s o  t h a t  
t h e  p e o p l e  of N a m i b i a  c a n  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  o w n  f u t u r e .  
F o r c i n g  p e o p l e  t o  f i g h t  i n  N a m i b i a  w i l l  s l o w  d o w n  t h i s  

p r o c e s s .

3) C o n s c r i p t i o n  v i o l a t e s  a h u m a n  r i g h t  - t h e  r i g h t  of a n y  
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  r e f u s e  i n  c o n s c i e n c e  t o  r e n d e r  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  a n d  b e  g r a n t e d  i n s t e a d  a n o n - m i l i t a r y  a l t e r n a t i v e .  
P r e s e n t  c o n s c r i p t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e c o g n i s e  t h i s  r i g h t .  T h e  
D e f e n c e  A m e n d m e n t  A c t  o f  1 9 8 3  i m p o s e d  a h a r s h  a n d  p u n i t i v e  
s i x  y e a r  p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e  o n  a l l  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  w h o  

a r e  n o t  r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s .



A n g l i c a n  B o a r d  o f  S o c i a l  R e s p o n c i b i l i t y  
B l a c k  S a s h

C a t h o l i c  J u s t i c e  a n d  P e a c e  
C a t h o l i c  W a r  a n d  P e a c e  
C i v i l  R i g h t s  L e a g u e

C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r s  S u p p o r t  G r o u p  
M e t h o d i s t  C h r i s t i a n  C i t i z e n s h i p  D e p a r t m e n t  
N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s  
T h e  E c u m e n i c a l  A c t i o n  M o v e m e n t  (TEAM)

U n i t e d  D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t  - C l a r e m o n t ,  G a r d e n s  a n d  
O b s e r v a t o r y  a r e a  c o m m i t t e e s

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a p e  T o w n  S t u d e n t s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o u n c i l
W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s
W o m e n s  M o v m e n t  f o r  P e a c e

D e t e n t i o n  A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  ( o b s e r v o r )
U n i t e d  W o m e n s  O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( o b s e r v o r )

O v e r  40 o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v e  e n d o r s e d  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n .  B e s i d e s  t h e  
o b o v e  t h e s e  i n c l u d e :  l-“e

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  R a c e  R e l a t i o n s  ( W e s t e r n  Cap e )  
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s  
E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h

U n i t e d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
Q u a k e r  C h u r c h

N a t i o n a l  C a t h o l i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  S t u d e n t s  
C o n g r e s s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s  
C a p e  A r e a s  H o u s i n g  A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
C a p e  Y o u t h  C o n g r e s s

O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  A p p r o p r i a t e  S c o c i a l  S e r v i e s  in S o u t h  
A f r i c a

A  range o f  prominent individuals have also endorsed the E C C  

these^nclude•Besides those aPPearing at the press conference,

R e v d  A l a n  B o e s a k  
S i r  R i c h a r d  L u y t  
B i s h o p  O r s m o n d  
D r  M a r g a r e t  N a s h  
P r o f  D a v i d  W e l s h  
P r o f  F r a n c i s  W i l s o n  
D r  O s c a r  W o l l h e i m  
R e v d  D a v i d  R u s s e l l  
M r  P e t e r  M o l l  
M r s  N o e l  R o b b  

M r s  Di B i s h o p ,  M P C  
M r  B r i a n  B i s h o p  
M r  K e i t h  G o t t s c h a l k



TOW ARDS A  JU S T  PEA CE IN  O UR  LA N D  

A (W laraK m  ♦© End CcnacHptfen

W H W k i n  unjukf society where fcsslc human r£HH art Anted 
to the majority of the people-

We tv* in an itwqusl society where tKe knd and wealth art 
owned by the. minority.

Mfe kve in a toddy b  a date of civil war, where b rriW  (a 
called an to f^ht brother.

Wt call (or an end I* conscription.

occupation d  
countries.

Young men are conscripted to maintain the illegal 
Nam&ia, and to wage unjust war against foreign

Vourtf men ant conscripted to assist in the Impkmsnhition and 
defence of J^srtheid policies.

V him  mtn who rttu»e to serve are. fixed with the choice o f a 
kfeoFaxtle e ra  passible aor years in prison.

VUt cafl fw* an and to emaer̂ ption.

M fck e W  that the financial cost of the war ncieascs the p®*Hy of 
aur counhyiardthdmoney should rplhcr Vetoed in H e interests d  peat*

Me Ukcve (Id  the extension of conscription to oqlomed and fcdian 
y e t i  tdl increase conflict and further dwide our oouttfryt

W E BELIEVE THAT IT IS TH E  M ORAL RIGHT* OF SO U TH  
AFRICANS 1 0  EXERCISE FREEDOM  O F CONSCIENCE 
AN D  TO  CHOOSE NOT TO  SERVE IN T H E S A D F .

M/E (A LL  FOR AN END 10 CONSCRIPTION 

W E CALL FOR A  JU S T PEACE 94 OUR. LAND



A C A MPAIGN TO END C O N S C R I P T I O N

R a t i o n a l e

For the past feu y e ars the c h u r c h e s  and m a n y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  from N U SAS 

to COSG, have been s t r u g g l i n g  to get the g o v e r n m e n t  to r e c o g n i z e  the 

right of any i n d i v i d u a l  to refuse, in c o n s c i e n c e ,  to do m i l i t a r y  

service, and for a p p r o p r i a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  to be p r o v i d e d  for 

them instead, be their g r o u n d s  r e l i g i o u s  or secular, p a c i f i s t  or just 

uar. This came to a head e a r l i e r  this year u h e n  the g o v e r n m e n t  in the 

De f ence A m e n d m e n t  Act made it very clear that they u o u l d  not r e c o g n i z e  

the r i ght to C.O. o u t s i d e  the na r r o u  g r o u n d s  of r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s m  and 

imDosed very o u n i t i v e  p e n a l t i e s  on o b j e c t o r s .•At the COSG n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  in July, u h e r e  B l a c k  Sash, N USAS and 

SACC inter alia, were also r e p r e s e n t e d ,  d e l e g a t e s  d e c i d e d  to a d o p t  the 

"call to end c o n s c r i p t i o n " ,u h i c h  had f irst be e n  made by B l a c k  Sash 

e a r l i e r  in the year, as the m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  u a y  of r e s p o n d i n g  to the 

neu l e g i s l a t i o n .  "If the g o v e r n m e n t  is not g o i n g  to a l l o u  the human 

right of C.O. then ue have little o p t i o n  but to call for an end to 

c o n s c r i p t i o n ."

Also in its fa v o u r  uas that it is legal to c a m p a i g n  to end c o n s c r i p t i o n . 

The p r o v i s i o n s  of the D e f e n c e  Act make mo s t  c r i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  and 

r e p o r t i n g  on m i l i t a r y  matters, and any s u g g e s t i o n  that p e o p l e  refuse 

to render m i l i t a r y  service, illegal.

The COSGs in the d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  were m a n d a t e d  to c o n v e n e  an "end 

c o n s c r i p t i o n  c o m m i t t e e "  in their area.

A i m s

The c a m p a i g n  is u n l i k e l y  to me e t  u i t h  m u c h  s u c c e s s  in e n d i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n  

Its aim is p r i m a r i l y  e d u c a t i v e  and a u a r e n e s s - r a i s i n g . I s s u e s  like N a m i b i a  

the vast r e s o u r e s  spent on " d e f e n c e "  at the e x p e n s e  of housing, d r o u g h t  

relief, etc, the i n c r e a s i n g  political i n f l u e n c e  of the m i l i t a r y , a n d  the 

p e r v a s i v e  a t t e m p t s  to i n d o c t r i n a t e  the p o p u l a t i o n  ui t h  a m i l i t a r y /  

n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  e t h i c , e t c  u o u l d  n e c c e s s a r i l y  be the focus of the 

c a m p a i g n  and c o uld be b r o u g h t  to p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  by, for example,



pet i t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  p a m p h l e t s ,  c r e a t i v e  use of the press, seminars, 

and so on. H o p e f u l l y  the c a m p a i g n  mi l l  have a c e r t a i n  b r o a d  a p p e a l  and 

wi l l  e n a b l e  us to draw in a s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  o u t s i d e  the 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  on the c o m m i t t e e .

There are a l s o  a nu m b e r  of d e m a n d s  we can make u n d e r  the u m b r e l l a  of 

an end c o n s c r i p t i o n  c a m p a i g n  w h e r e  some p r o g r e s s  is p o s s i b l e .  e.g.

1) that the c o m p u l s o r y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of w h i t e  m a l e s  at 16, c a d e t s  and 

veld s c h o o l s  be made o p t i o n a l  or r e q u i r e  p a r e n t a l  a p p r o v a l .

2) that a l t e r n a t i v e  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  be r e d u c e d  in l e n g t h  and e x t e n d e d  

to all c o n s c i e n t i o s  o b j e c t o r s .

3) that c o n s c r i p t i o n  not be e x t e n d e d  to " C o l o u r e d s "  and Indians. In this 

area e s p e c i a l l y ,  it wi l l  be n e c c e s s a r y  to link up and liase wi t h  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in these c o m m u n i t i e s .  This is a p a r t i c u l a r  c h a l l e n g e  o f ^ ^  

the c a m p a i g n .

The campaign is being initiated in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town and hopefully 

elsewhere. The first steps will be to get the campaign off the ground early next year. 

Before this consitutent organisations need to educate their members about militarisation 

and its consequences.
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WORKING PRINCIPLES OF THE WESTERN CAPE END-CONSCRIPTION COMMITTEE

This committee is brought together on the common understanding of the 

harmful 1 effects of compulsory military conscription and increased 

militarisation on our lives and our society.

The committee believes the SADF is active in upholding injustice in our 

society.

The committee shall consist of a formal representative plus observers 

from each constituent organisation.

The function of the committee will be to decide on and co-ordinate a 

campaign against enforced conscription.

In order to effectively oppose conscription, education should take place 

within constituent organisations as well as the community at large.

This committee will liase with similar committees to co-ordinate the 

campaing nationally.
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