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Paris le leroctobre 1990

Information pour les droits du soldat

COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE

Le Xlle Congres de la Conference europeenne des organisations d’appelds a eu lieu les 28-29-30 
septembre 1990 a Madrid dans les locaux de l'Universite d'Alcala de Henares qui fut le qaruer general 
des rdpublicains espagnols pendant le guerre civile.

Ce Congrds revetait pour ECCO une triple signification.

1- En effet un an apres l'ouverture de l'espace democratique europeen, le Xlle Congres d'ECCO sest 
tenu en pre'sente d'invites qui symbolisent k eux seuls l'aspiration a la citoyennete militaire.

* Le syndicat de miliuures dURSS (Le Bouclier) eiail represent par 4 dengues dont son President, 
Vitali Ouratchev, par ailleurs membre du Soviet supreme de Russie.

* Les appelds tchecoslovaques dtaient represents par le syndicat des jeunes sous 1 umforme (SVM) 
de meme que les appelds hongrois.

* Les GI's americains dtaient representes par un delegue de Citoyen-Soldat.

Dans toute lEurope, de Madrid & Moscou, de Prague a Paris, dAmsterdam a Vienne, les militaires 
veulent etre des citoyens & part entiere.

2- Madrid est le symbole meme de la disparite des droits entre les appelds du nord de 1-Europe et ceux 
du sud du continent (France, Espagne, Portugal, Italie, Gr&ce, Portugal)

LXInion ddmtjcratique des soldats (UDS) qui avait joud un role essentiel dans la construction d'ECCO 
dans les anndes 70 avait en effet dtd ddmantelee en 1980 sous 1 effet dune dure repression, prnant 
ainsi les appeles espagnols d'un instrument de defense de leurs droits cmques et sociaux.

Dix annees plus tard, la vie quotidienne des appeles espagnols n'a pas changd; ils sont toujours 
vicdmes de mauvais traitement et exclus de tout droit democratique.

La reconstruction d'une organisation de defense des droits des soldats (Officina del defensor de los 
soldados), membre d'ECCO depuis 1989, est porteuse d'un grand espotr pour tous ceux qui en Europe 
luttent pour les libenes ddmocrauques au sein des casernes.

T p csinr fraipmel aoDortd au Congres par le Colonel Ingles - emprisonne et exclu de 1 amide espagnole 
^ u “ L 0r 7 t  par le^ynSicat unifid de la garde civile (clandestin) iUustre la force de 
l'aspiration ddmocratique au sein des forces anndes.

3- Ce Congrds s'est tenu dans un contexte particulier domind par le danger de guerre dans le Golfe 
persique.

ECCO souhaite qu'une solution pacifique soit trouvde afin qu'une guerre ne vienne pas gachde 
l'espdrance de paix et de ddmocratie qui s’est levde ceue annee en Europe.

II y a onze ans ddi&, les ler et lie Congrds d'ECCO dddaraiem «Les appelds d'Europe doivent engager 
des discussions pour le ddveloppement de la paix en Europe (...); les soldats de di%ers pays, pow_la 
premiere fois, se rencontrent ailleurs que sur un champ de bataille (...) et montrent qu ils ne vtxtoM pa 
dtre utilisd comme outils d'agression, contre leur propre population et dans des guerres colomales».

Plus que jamais ceue rdsolution est d'actualitd.

Nous avons aussi notd que des appelds espagnols et fran?ais ont deja etd envoyes dans ceue parte du 
monde oil le danger de guerTe est evident el exprimd noire inquidtude concemant les conditions de cet 
engagement

Nous exigeons que les noms de Vensemble des hommes engagds dans ceue rdgion du monde soient 
rendus public par les autoritds militaires.

Luttant pour la paix et les libertds ddmocratiques aux amides, nous ne voulons pas de soldat inconnu.
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(J5 ! Translation Max Watts 30.10.90 (1),(2)

of : Information pour les droits du soldat IDS 
(information for soldier's rights)

(French section of the European conference of conscripts organisations 

ECCO)

Press Release 

Paris 1. October 1990

The XII Congress of the European Conference of Conscript Organisations took 
place September 28-30 1990 in Madrid in the University of Alcala de Henares, 
which was the Headquarters of the Spanish Republicans during the Civil War.

This congress had a triple signification for ECCO:

1. As we can see, one year after the opening (widening) of the democratic 
space in Europe, the XII ECCO Congress took place in the presence of 
invitees (guests?, participants?) who by themselves symbolise the desire of 
citizenship in the military (military citizenship).

The Military Union of the USSR (Shield) was represented by 4 delegates, 
including Shield President Vitali Ouratchev (= french transliteration: 
English;0 Uratchov, or Uratchev ?), also a member of the Supreme Soviet of 

Russia.(5)

The Czechoslovak draftees were represented by the Union of Youth in 
Uniform (SVM), as were the Hungarian draftees (3).

The American GIs were represented by a delegate from Citizen Soldier

( 2 ) .

In all Europe, from Madrid to Moscow, from Prague to Paris, from Amsterdam 
to Vienna, soldiers want to be "full citizens".

2. Madrid is the very symbol of the disparity of rights between the 
draftees of the North of Europe and those of the South of the continent 
(France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece, Portugal)

The Democratic Soldiers' Union (UDS), which had played an essential role in 
the construction of ECCO in the 1970's, had been effectively dismanteled in 
1980 under the effect of a repression, thus depriving the Spanish
draftees of an instrument or) defense of their civic and social rights.

Ten years later, the daily life of the Spanish draftees (conscripts ?) has
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not changed; they remain victims of bad treatment and excluded from all
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(jfy The reconstruction of an organisation for the defense of the rights of

Soldiers (Officina del defensor de los soldados), member of ECCO since 1989, 
carries with it a great hope for all those in Europe who fight for 
democratic freedoms inside the barracks.
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The fraternal greetings brought to the Congress by Colonel Ingle^s, - 
imprisoned and excluded from the Spanish Army for crime of opinion - and by 
the (clandestine) United Syndicate of the Civil Guard (Guardia Civil) - 

H I  illustrates the force of the democratic aspirations within the armed
forces.

m
Jm « 3. This congress was held in a particular context dominated by the danger

of war in the Persian Gulf.(4)

||* ECCO hopes that a pacific solution will be found in order that a war should
not come spoil the hope for peace and democracy which has arisen in Europe 

Q  during this (past) year.

Already 11 years ago, I. and II. Congresses of ECCO declared: "The draftees 
m  (conscripts) of Europe must start discussions for the development of peace

in Europe (...); the soldiers of different countries, for the first time, 
are meeting elsewhere than on the battlefield (...) and show that they do

III not want to be used as tools of aggression, neither against their own
population nor in colonial wars."

This resolution is more than ever applicable today.

^  We have also noted that Spanish and French draftees have already been sent
|jj into that part of the world where the danger of war is evident, and we

express our anxiety concerning the conditions of this engagement.

|jj We demand that the names of all the men engaged in this region be made
public by the military authorities.

Fighting for peace and democratic liberties inside the armies, we do not 
want any "Unknown Soldier”.
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(1) David: this arrived today from IDS Patrick S, mailed 25.10.90. with 
note: "Will write as soon as have 5 minutes. The presence of the Soviets 
was really something !" I don't know whether to laugh or cry. He sends it,

W great, but 25 days after the press release is put out .... GI time...
she'll be right, mate, grrr.
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(2) I've translated this top speed off the cuff, almost word for word, have 
not re-englished it: for a good reason: The original was almost certainly 
in ECCO-English anyway, and should be obtained URGENTLY - perhaps from

Citizen Soldier - Todd Ensign - 
175 Fifth Avenue 
Suite 808 
NYC, NY 10010

212 777 3470

I shall try call him, but so should you !

I shall also try get English text from ECCO, but they are very very slow in 
mail matters.

(3) the translation is correct, but I think the original is not, the 
Hungarians are probably members of another named soldier group.

(4) Urgent to get this published, in USA etc.

(5) see translation of Interview with Vitaly Ouratchev, sending separately 

(fax)
I am also sending xerox of all documents by airmail.

I THINK THE ECCO COMMUNIQUE AND THE URATCHEV INTERVIEW MUST be included in 
the book — either at end of ECCO and/or Soviet Chapter or as an APPENDIX.

I know... where do we stop ? but this is ESSENTIAL

endit endit
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