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CHARLES MATLOPORO makes tho f o l lo w in g  s tatem en t: -

an a Hsotho employed as a head tea ch er  in the 
American Board Mission School a t  George Goch.

On Sunday morning, December 15th ,  at  1 a.m, I was 
in  charge o f  a group o f  about ten s c h o la r s  going home to George 
Goch from a meeting o f  the E is te d d fo d  at the Bantu Men's S o c ia l  
Centre,  E l o f f  S t r e e t ,  The s c h o la r s  were in f r o n t ,  and I was 
behind w ith  two N a t iv e  women and two N a t iv e  men. The s c h o la r s  
under 12> had t h e i r  school  p a s s e s ,  those over l g  had s p e c i a l s ,  
except the g i r l s  none o f  whom are  over 12. The a d u l t s  had 
passes  and I had my Exemption C e r t i f i c a t e .

When we reached the corner o f  McIntyre and Marshall  
S t r e e t s ,  we were stopped by two c o n s ta b le s  who had with  them some 
White youths.  They stopped our p a r t y ,  and I moved forward a t  
once to speak f o r  the p a rty . '  Constable  TC39 grabbed my cap and 
struck  me on the head w ith  i t  th re e  t im es,  say in g:  "Staan in die 
l y n e ,w ie  denk jy  l a a t  j y  i s " ?

I r e p l i e d  that  I wished to exp la in  why the 
sch o la r s  were not c a r r y in g  s p e c i a l s ,  th at  they were in  my charge ,  
and th at  I c a r r i e d  an e kempt ion.  He in t e r r u p t e d  me and sa id :  
"Skool k in d e rs  i s  n i e  ge eksemt, jou C e r t i f i k a a r t  s a l  n i e  hulp 
n i e .  Jy maag hom maar weg g o o i " ,

Constable  TClW- asked to see my Exemption. He 
looked Through i t ,  and showed i t  to TC39 and s a id  that  I was 
exemptedi but TC39 r e p l i e d :  "JaJ Maar die  k in d ers  i s  n ie  ge 
eksemt n i e " .  I asked why he had h i t  me, and he sa id:  "Ely s t i l  
hoorj Ek w i l  n ik s  hoor van jou nonsense. Ek vang jou nou".

I s a id  th at  i t  would have been b e t t e r  to have done 
so than to h i t  me in f r o n t  o f  my s c h o la r s .

TC39 then p ic k e d  out the male s c h o la r s  and t o l d  
them to go, but the g i r l s  he k e p t .  They began to c r y ,  and I 

’ ’ t o l d  them not t o  worry as  I would go w ith  them. Then TC39 said:
1 "Ek s a l  s ien l a a t  j y  n i e  saam gaan n i e 11. "Bly s t i l  j u l l e "  (to 

c h i l d r e n ) .  As they went on I fo l lo w e d ,  and TC39 aimed th ree  
blows a t  my head, the f i r s t  h i t  me, the o th er  two I warded o f f  by 
p u t t in g  up my arms. The g i r l s  were c r y i n g .  I rem onstrated with 
TC39 for  a s s a u l t i n g  me. He then took the g i r l s  on, and I f o l 
lowed.

He asked me q u e st io n s .  I s a id  I would answer a l l  
q u est io n s  in the Charge O f f i c e .  There was some more t a l k  as he 
was now u n w i l l i n g  to go to the Charge O f f i c e .  He went o f f  and 
s a id  he would f e t c h  h i s  w itn e s s e s .  We w a ite d  f o r  him to r e t u r n ,  
but as  ho did  not do so we went home.

Lator th at  morning, probably  about 11 a.m. , I went 
to the Jeppe Charge O f f i c e  to l a y  a charge.  TClH- was t h e r e ,  and I 
asked him to take my statem ent,  but b e fo re  p u t t in g  anything down 
in  w r i t i n g ,  he began to abuse me, saying:  11 Jy  dink die  policeman 
s a l  jou v e r n i e t  s laan ,  Jy kom h i e r  s t o r i e s  v e r t e l " ,

I resumed my s t o r y ,  but he t o l d  me to keep q u ie t .
He was so abusive  and unpleasant  th a t  I went out without g i v in g  
a statement.  The s e rgea n t  was a l l  the time standing next to him. 
The sergeant asked me why I did not g iv e  my statement,  I expla ined  
that the policeman was so abu sive  th at  I p r e f e r r e d  to go to some
one I knew would take down my statement p r o p e r ly ,
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