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Seniority of wife is not determined by priority of 
marriage. It is the general principle that the head ife 
is the one who has sprung from the same root as her husband 
e.g. paternal cousin. This is over-ridden if a chief's 
daughter is married.

The husband arranges the rank of inferior wives.
In reckoning next of kin paternal relations take preced

ence of maternal.
...ale relations always inherit in precedence to female. 
Property of an unmarried man is looked upon as belonging 

to his father, dr,failing him, to the elder brother.
If a woman inherits it is usually to lenyalo a wife to 

raise seed - but a mother or sister may so inherit.
Order of Succession.
lv Eldest s o n b y  chief wife £33.’ '.other sons in. succession^.

2. Deceased's father 1
a) if unmarried absolutely
b) if married as guardian of son born or unborn though the 

guardianship is usually handed to deceased's younger 
brother.

. Deceased's elder brother.
4. Through deceased's sister to her son.
5. Deceased's eldest paternal uncle.

i..3. In absence of foregoing succession may be arranged for 
by 33) L.aternal aunt may take the cattle and lenyalo a woman, 
who raises seed to the house of the deceased (" to awaken the 
name of the deceased") through maternal aunt's son or one of 
the deceased's family approved by this aunt.

A) Paternal aunt may vi-̂ rrrv-ly take the cattle and lenyalo 
the daughter of the maternal uncle to raise seed through son 
of paternal aunt.
or C) internal uncle may take this duty of lenyalo with the 
cattle (failing aunts).

In the case of a particular lapa being heirless any 
particular oattle of that lapa nay be used to lobola a wife 
for that lapa - if the head of a household is dead then a son 
of the next lapa may raise see;.".

If all these fail (almost impossible) the estate is 
taken by the chief whose duty it is to lenyalo in this way if 
he cannot find next of kin.

As an absolutely final resort all reverts to the 
chief. Similarly in final resort chief must assume respons
ibility for orphan children. He administers their cattle if 
there are any - otherwise he must treat them as his own 
children.

In the case of a chief the eldest son of the chief 
house claims not only .the 0 x'c of his own house but those 
of the other houses and may claim the lenyalo cattle of all 
his father's daughters. In the case of a commoner each lapa 
keeps its own lenyalo.



It is always possible however for certain property to be 
reserved and tne cattle which come from a v.ife's fatherto 
her axe in her power.

A family should never die once lenyalo has bean paid. 
gifts:
if a father gives a gift during his lifetime to a younger son 
or other relative, the eldest son may sfe'ize this property and 
call on the claimant to produce proof of gift; proof must be 
supported by witnesses 1 ho were present when the gift was made. 
If proof is established this eldest son must hand over the 
doftated property. On refusal the chief nay compel him to do so.

Except in the case of chiefs every hut is entitled to retain
a) gifts donated to it by the head of a kraal during his life

time,
b) Cattle derived from the daughters of the hut,
c) -All fruits of personal effort.

Deceased's eldest son by wife of Utlii e K Lulu hut 
succeeds to property of his own hut and unallotted property.

He may inherit the property of a heirless hut but this 
is subject to his raising seed to the hut.

I-Iote: ^Letsoho huts do not inherit eneral property^

If a man dies leaving several lapas but no heir and 
no male relatives c pable of being installed as head of the 
family, the widow of the ITtiu e Kgulu hut tUcee charge of the 
affaire of the kraal. The other wives have then some choice 
in the matter of a consort - all remain under the senior 
widow»s 'charge until a son is ojd enough in rank to succeed.

If a man dies leaving a minor heir the father of the 
deceased can exercise guardianship,or he may hand this over 
to a younger brother of deceased, but usually the widow’s 
consent must be given to disposal of any part of the estate.
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"̂" 0<-aJ2v<^v^ O w a ^ Ẑr\*£-ŝ/C~\S\— _-** ■*- Q. -ll/w_ .■/̂ -TvT'Â .
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<^>0/

J0e<2^^31-*i_cl^LJ? ^lg_fCsj~

^ /  ̂ 1 <2—y K £ - ^  ^ —o jy/Z, <—£̂ ~Y7"̂  -*— *C- \̂r,/'~ /v̂l<- ̂ -(—&—*- -*.
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LOBOLA

Payment of Lenyalo( Bapedi) or Ditsoa( Basuto) 
cattle to Mother’s brother.

Native Appeal Coufct (?) decision as to 
compulasory character of the obligstio, 
Ruled not obligatory.

Radcliffe Brown ,J1 S2A3 1924 p 553
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irto rXAsi^o Qaj^A- (^6Lg^ ^ u'̂rtjLAy

a<  tTh A . A ^ A  > f c > ^

a) 'JaJ&rvJ^ (}_L<. <v/' Qyjny (̂ X -  T

J-j aJLo v^Cx—<2̂ _
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