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M.H. Dockrat
President: Lenasia Tennis
Union

Twenty five years of activity in the life span of a 
community which has been in this country for over a 
hundred years seems to suggest a seventy five year 
period of stagnancy and an impoverishment of activity. 
Logically, this would be justifiable criticism. But then, 
logic gets a beating within the South African situation. 
While an organisation should in reality be celebrating its 
centenary, it is, through the forces of racial policies, 
coerced to celebrate 25 years of existence.

As a result of state legislature, the growth of our 
sports organisations has been stunted.

The 25 years of existence of the Lenasia Football 
Association have by no means been easy ones. Trials 
and tribulations there have been plentiful. The conquer
ing of these is living testimony of the sterling qualities of 
these who have headed the Lenasia Footbaal Associa
tion since its inception. That the L.F.A. fills a tremend
ous void in our society is beyond doubt and that the 
Association has helped to hold together the fabric of our 
society cannot be disrupted.

As a past patron of the L.F.A. and one who has 
watched its progress with satisfaction and pride, it gives 
me great pleasure to wish the Association many happy 
returns. May the supreme force that guides the destiny 
of mankind spare these who are involved in promoting 
soccer not only as a sport but as a discipline and a life 
force, many years of strength and courage.

With Compliments from

Th e
Union
Trading
C om pany

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL GROCERS 
AND PRODUCE MERCHANTS

2579 CONCORD PLACE, LENASIA. 852-2510 
P 0  BOX 14, LENASIA. 1820

With compliments 
from

VOSLOORUS 
UNITED 

F. C.
DIRECTORS:

★  A Rassool ★  D Molokomme

FAST 
FOODS
CORNER GEMSBOK & CONCORD PLACE, 

LENASIA. TELEPHONE 852-4980

wishes the L.F.A. 
a success on their 
25th Anniversary!
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROCHURE: 

25TH ANNIVERSARY. L.F.A (LENASIA.)

R A M . SALOJEE.
Chairman; Federation of Residents Assocn (Lenasia) 

Vice-Chairman: Anti-SAIC (Transvaal)

Tmth has the uncanny ability to surface at the most 
unexpected time and expose its shining armour to the 
cause of justice, when all seems lost and forlorn; and 
often destroys the ill-laid plans of mice and men. Events 
in the soccer world, such as the World Cup in Spain and 
the still-bom soccer tour of South Africa, has reminded 
us that sport is an intergral part of the national pride of 
nations and that despite faked floral outer coverings, the 
discoloured and dirty linen underneath our apartheid 
socio-political system, cannot fool all the people all the 
time. The dictum that we cannot have equal sport is an 
abnormal society remains real.

The rebel tours ; cricket, soccer and others show 
clearly that the healthy spirit of competition and games
manship is viciously soiled with undercover agents, 
monsterous fees, akin to bribery; and even mopping up 
operations by the dreaded security police to look for 
scapegoats for the failed policies of the apartheid state, 
leaves little doubt that no amount of blusterings can 
erase the fact that in this country politics and sport have 
been intimately wedded.

The heartening return of Lenasia’s cricketers to the 
non-racial fold has evoked blinding rage from white 
quaters ; sportspersons, officials and the now clearly 
biased white English Press strengthens our case that 
our cause is a just one. Wild and wooly allegations that 
political threats of violence, ofcourse untested and sub
stantiated, caused these cricketers to return to their 
natural home, is as absurd as the arguments that the 
cancellation of the soccer tour was senseless self-injury 
to black soccer. In effect our sports-persons are 
increasingly begining to realise that multiracial and

multi-national sports has made no impact on the pre
judices, and practices, inherent in our racist order. It 
might have helped to salve certain consciences within 
the spoting arena, but where are its positive effects in 
the day-to-day economic and political realities of our 
colour conscious and racially inequitous society? Ever 
so often, events and instances, makes us suspicious 
and create the impression that commitment to multira
cial, let alone non-racial principles is but skin deep. The 
jaundiced blood of racism courses intensly in many 
veins that profess to be colour-blind.

Take the case of cricket: not long after the death of 
Rashid Varachia, the Cricket Council organised the pro
fitless Gooch & Company debacle; and already this 
season at administrative level the TCC have given boot 
the only other “ Indian”  representative on the Council, 
thus reverting to an all-white administration. The rejec
tion by the ICC to consider South African membership 
appears to have for the time being removed the need for 
window-dressing at the top. Yet editorials in the English 
Press have the temerity to say that by opting not to play 
with the TCC is segregation and one sportswriter, in 
addition to making false claims of political intinr îdation 
and victimisation, calls this the “ death of an ideal, an act 
against non-racialism. We say with our heads high and 
dignity intact that the voluntary return of our sports- 
persons to the fold of the non-racial code reflects the 
frustrations and disappointments felt by those who be
lieved that through sports contact meaningful change in 
attitudes and practices would follow in other spheres. 
Strange are the ways of the so-called “ white Iberal 
press” , they term objectivity and reality, when we ques
tion heir motives in creating special and extra edittions 
on racial basis; but when we point out that by such ploys 
news becomes segregated, unbalanced and panders to 
self-censorship by the media, we are labelled as radi
cals and not worthy of news. Yet, when our sports- 
persons return to the roots of reality and honesty, they 
level charges of segregated sports and backward steps. 
Surely, an unmitigated example of double standards 
and forked tongues. Often, editors have commented, 
that the function of newspapers is to present events, 
facts and “ objective”  comments; and that it is not their 
function to lead people. Yet, their reaction to our opi
nions and leadership, leaves us convinced that they are 
brutally angered when we refuse to be led by our norms 
and directions. We might be deprived, denied an op
pressed, but our basic humanity remains intact; and as 
victims of discrimination we are the best people to judge 
whether the steps taken in the direction of mixed sports 
fulfills the criteria of non-racialism and a just society.

In conclusion I am proud to have been associated 
with the Lenasia Football Association and their faith in 
the cause of a non-discriminatory and a normal society 
is an important instrument in bringing about meaningful 
change and it cannot function in isolation from the 
grass-roots demands and expectations of the massess. 
Finally a welcome back to all those who have returned to 
the bosom of non-racialism and help to swell the ideals 
of a free and just mandate.
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III Lenasia Football Association

25th Anniversary Tournament Programme

SATURDAY 30TH OCTOBER, 1982
A. LENASIA FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION.

V S

PRETORIA DISTRICT F. A.
11 a.m.

B. VEREENIGING OLD BOYS
vs

EASTERN TRANSVAAL F. A.
12.30 p.m.

C. MANCHESTER UNITED
vs

BOSMONT F. A.
2.00 p.m.

D. CITY FUNERAL SWARAJ
vs

CHELSEA
3.30 p.m.

SUNDAY 31st OCTOBER, 1982
LOSERS SECTrON
E. LOSERS A vs LOSERS B -  9 a.m.
F. LOSERS C vs LOSERS D -  10 a.m.

WINNERS SECTION
G. WINNERS A vs WINNERS B -  11 a.m.
H. WINNERS C vs WINNERS D -  12 noon

EXHIBITION GAMES
Stars Of Yester-Year — 1 p.m.
PARADE: Lenasia Muslim Brigade -  2 p.m.

LOSERS FINAL
WINNERS E vs WINNERS F -  2.30 p.m.

WINNERS FINAL
WINNERS G vs WINNERS H -  4 p.m.



DAFFODILS FOOTBALL CLUB



DAFFODILS F.C.

In 1960 the Indian families from the Sophiatown/ 
Newclare complex were moved to Lenasia. Members of 
the former Martindale City F.C., who moved with their 
families, established the Daffodils F.C. in Lenasia and 
affiliated to the W.D.I.F.A.

Mr. Gibson Pillay was elected chairman of the club 
and that same year he was also elected chairman of 
W.D.I.F.A. With the assistance of massrs Isaac Ner- 
path, Ramesh Sunker, Norman Napier, Sewa (Harry) 
Singh, Smalal Chunka Singh Singh and the late Mr. 
Abdul Karbelkar, he steered the club to many 
achievements.

Daffodils won the league and knock-out champion
ships in 1962. In 1965 they were league runner-up.

Towards the mid-sixties a younger set of officials 
took over. Men like Messrs Mr. Baby Singh, G. 
Hendricks, J. Singh, S. Singh, S.Khan, A. Lall, R. 
Sunker, and A. Subjee administered the club and en
sured that it con tinu^ its membership with the L.F.A.

In 1970 Mr. B.S.‘Baby’ Singh was appointed as an 
H.L.V.P. of the Association and in 1973 Mr. A. Lall was 
elected as the Association’s President.

In 1981 Daffodils won the Super League Cham
pionship. This was achieved largely as a result of Mr. K. 
Poonsamy (Uncle Sammy), the club’s manager, and 
messrs B. Subjee, B. Thomas, R. Subjee, and R. 
Morgan.

The Daffodils F.C. takes this opportunity of extend
ing its congratulations to the officials of the L.F.A. for 
their effort in bringing about the commemmoration of the 
Silver Jubilee.

M O R G A N ' S

M o b «  S erv ice

FOR ALL AUTO ELECTRICAL 
SPARES AND REPAIRS

•  MOBIL PETROL •  HOMEGAS 
•  BRAAICHARCOAL •  PUNCTURES 

•  SPARES AVAILABLE 
PETROL ON S U N D A Y S  

Caravans Ef cam ping equ ipm ent on request 
5 GEMSBOK STREET, LENASIA. 852-5402 8i 852 6512

R. Subjee. 
Secretary.

PRETORIA DISTRICT F.A. INVITATION TEAM
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games ever watched by soccer fans, where Swaraj won 
by the odd goal. Even today people reminicse about that 
match.

In 1967 the Swaraj Club annexed the Atlantis 
Dynamic Soccer Festival, in Benoni. Here too, one of 
the Swaraj players, Liks Padayachy, won the ‘‘Best 
Player”  award.

Some of the most stiring performances of the 
Swaraj Club were: A 3 - 2 victory over the celebrated 
Orlando Pirates at the Lenasia Stadium in 1972 a 3 -1 
win against Moroka Swallows Big XV at Nirvana 
Grounds in 1973 and defeats by Kaiser Chiefs and 
Orlando Pirates in the same year.

1974 Saw Swaraj in the Fed League, boasting with 
names such as Buick Mkwati, Smily Moosa, Dan Twala, 
Pro Ariel and our “ local boys” . With this affiliation and 
with the reality of seeing the mighty bulls (Swaraj/Bell- 
s/Dynamos) in action brought about real profession
alism in the teams. The Transvaal and Lenasia was in 
for a real soccer feast.

The Admin Staff of the club been what they always 
were dedicated and goal seeking never left any stone 
unturned. Here great credit must go to Mr Billa Singh.

In 1974 Swaraj finished fifth, 1975 they ended in 
joint fourth and in 1976 occupied 3rd spot only to be 
pipped by goal average for second spot.

Then it happened - 1977 - sailing the season off 
badly suddenly the Admin staff brought in Alex Forbes 
and players like Jimmy Joubert, Cheese Manna, Victor 
Kowa & others & with a game in hand we won the Fed 
league. What a culmination to a very wonderful season

after only its 4th year in Fed.

Well done Swaraj: The Admin Staff, players sup
porters & well-wishes.

A special thanks to our local players some of them 
who played without receiving any renumeration to them 
the club expresses appreciation and thanks.

1978 Saw Swaraj in financial difficulties and ulti
mately selling fmchise and this saw the slide of profes
sional football in Lenasia - the other clubs also found it 
hard to make ends meet and soon found that the sac
rifice as too taxing.

Professionalism came to anAbrupt End in Lenasia.

1982 Saw “ Swaraj United”  emerged seeking affili
ation to the Fed. After representation the name 
“ Swaraj”  re-appeared in the Feds records.

We want to wish “ Swaraj United” all the Best in the 
“ First”  year and hope that Courage, Discipline & Dedi
cation will be the winners in seeing them through their 
struggle to keep the “ Fed” going strongly in Lenasia.

At present the Swaraj Club has 8 divisions affiliated 
to the L F A.

We want to thank the L F A for giving us the op
portunity and space to make this article possible.

We want to wish them Well for their forthcoming 
tournament and a very Happy 25TH ANNIVERSARY.

GOOD LUCK AND GOD BLESS.



A BRIEF BACKGROUD TO THE SWARAJ CLUB

BY MR K SINGH; CHAIRMAN:

The Swaraj Club was formed by a bunch of young 
dedicated men, in 1949 in Sophiatown, now the white 
suburb of Triomf.

Our first affiliation was to the Witwatersrand Indian 
football Association where we progressed along the 
ranks to the most senior division. In the Wits I F A we 
won many of the competitions and were always 
amongst the finishers.

When the Indians of Sophiatown were removed to 
Lenasia in 1959 we were forced to join the Western 
Districts Indian football Association. In the W DI F A we 
finished tops, taking all the honours and by wide 
margins.

Because of the poor competition in in the W D I F A 
we decided to play “ freelance”  and withdrew from the 
W D I F A in 1962. We played “ free-lance”  until 1970 
when we affiliated to the Transvaal Professional Soccer 
League.

While playing “ free-lance”  we used the Lenasia 
Indian High School Grounds as our “ home”  ground. In 
August 1966 we were reported for playing non-racial 
soccer and were under the constant surveilance of the 
police.

This ban was defied and we continued to play non-racial 
soccer for two more years. Eventually the High School 
Ground was taken away.

We then developed the present Nirvana Grounds. 
But to retain it we had to belong to a “ recognised” unit. 
There being no unit to cater for our needs and at the 
same time, retain our grounds, we then affiliated to the 
TPSL i n1970 .

Tournament had many memorable occasions.

The Swaraj Club was growing from strength to 
strength and were always invited to participate in tour
naments. The club participated in many tournaments.

In 1973 we sought and were granted affiliation to 
the first division of the S A Soccer federation Profes
sional League.

The Swaraj Club were the sponsors of the annual 
Lenasia Soccer Tournament. This tournament was in
augurated 1965. It was the first Tournament in the 
Transvaal, if not the Republic, to be staged on a Satur
day and Sunday.

Swaraj were once joint-holders and seven times 
beaten finalists in the Lenasia Soccer Tournament. This

We annexed the 1962 Piet Retief tournament, de
feating Witbak Black Aces in the finals which was played 
in semi-darkness.

In 1963 Swaraj contested the West Rand Soccer 
Tournament finals, losing to Young Dynamos by the odd 
goal in 3. In that tournament, our player Nyna Moodley 
was judged the “ Best Player” , Virgil Padiachee also 
received this award in a later tournament.

The Swaraj versus Grupo Desportivo de Cabral 
match in the last W R S T in 1964 was one of the best



CONGRATULATIONS LENASIA FOOTBALL 

ASSOCIATION

Congratulations L.F.A. Officials, Councillors and Play
ers, on your 25th Anniversary.

It is known that the L.F.A.—formerly the Western 
Districts Indian F.A.— was born in the turbulent and 
trying times for many of Johannesburg’s Indian 
Families.

The first few families were housed in the ‘old’ Lenz 
Military Camp in late 1955, and towards the end of 1956 
the first six Houses were built and occupied in the 
Lenasia Township, by Indians who had either forsight 
and enterprise, or, were sick and tired of the unscrupul
ous Indian Landlords.

Hardship, and harasment by political agitators, 
were experienced. Today most of the early pioneers are 
their own Landlords.

The Residents of Lenasia in 1957, formed the 
W.D.I.F.A. and thus provided much needed entertain
ment for their Community and Health Recreation for 
their youth and seniors. (A PROGRESSIVE MOVE.)

The W.D.I.F.A. sought Affiliation with the Transvaal 
I.F.A. and did so by REQUESTING the formidable 
Witwatersrand Indian F.A. (‘Wits’) with its knowledge
able and powerful Officialdom, to sponsor the 
W.D.I.F.A. at the T.I.F.A.

After a joint discussion the W.D. I. F. A. were told that 
it should become a SUBSIDIARY to the ‘WITS’.

The Battle was on. THE W.D.I.F.A. WERE NOT 
PREPARED TO BE SUBSERVIENT TO ANYONE. 
Their Officials were well conversant with the Constitu
tion of the T.I.F.A. and the S.A.I.F.A.

The East and Far East Rand I.F.A. were asked to 
sponsor the W.D.I.F.A. They did so and W.D.I.F.A. was 
unanimously accepted by T.I.F.A. THE W.D.I.F.A. 
WERE NOT STOOGES FOR ANYONE, and had pow
erful friends too.

The W.D.I.F.A. ‘MADE’ its own ground outside the 
‘Camp’, and further growth used the Lenasia High 
School grounds, but soon encountered difficulties with 
the Authorities on the use of School property.

Application was made to the Lenasia Rate-payers 
& Residents for the use of the Grounds earmarked in the 
Sports Complex in the Township.

Two Grounds were available, ONE TURFED later. 
This was only the SECOND TURF MADE AVAILABLE 
TO INDIAN SPORTSMEN IN THE TVL. The first was in 
Pretoria in 1948.

ANOTHER ACHIEVEMENT. The WDIFA had 
MEN WITH THEABILITY, FORESIGHT AND ‘GUTS’.

Soccer was booming. The S.A. Soccer Federation 
had been formed, AND S.A. International Matches were 
played. The ‘Racialist’ S.A. Coloured, African and 
Indian Associations were the participants, and many a 
thrilling match was witnessed, surely, THESE WERE 
THE
GOLDEN YEARS’ OF NON-WHITE SOCCER.

The SASF now wanted ‘Interpreted’ Soccer, As
sociations & Clubs, and the disbanding of all ‘Racial 
Bodies’. A Tall Order. The reluctance of the National 
and Provicial Associations was very evident.

At the formation of the SASF the African F.A. was 
accepted - in preference to the Bantu F.A. The Bantu 
F.A., with whom the Tvl. Indian and Coloured had strong 
ties, retaliated by linking up with the White - F.A.S.A. 
and were provided with Coaching and sponsorship and 
prospered Football and financial wise—while Indian and 
Coloured struggled to survive.

Thanks largely to the Department of Indian Affairs,
S.A.F.A. and the men at the head of affairs locally, for 
providing the Sporting Fraternity with an enclosed 
Stadium with two Grounds, Grandstand seating 2000 
spectators. Dressing and Shower-rooms and 
Electricity.

The achievements of the L.F.A. Officials & Players 
was stupendous when considering what was done, 
starting from scratch, in 10 years. THE LFA HAD THE 
LEADERSHIP AND DETERMINATION TO DO 
THINGS.



Has the LFA kept up with its growth by producing 
NEW CAPABLE & CONCIENTIOUS ADMINISTRA
TORS to cope with the new demands?

Has THE PLAYERS ABILITY grown with the 
growth of the LFA?

Has the LFA PROVIDED QUALIFIED/CERTIFI- 
CATED COACHES for its PLAYERS?

The L.F.A. has some sound sposorship. At certain 
levels there are paid individuals doing administrative 
work, therefore there is no lack of Finance.

The administrative work should be good, and the 
Playing standard should automatically be better, as Of
ficials will have more time to delve into PROVIDING 
COACHING OF PLAYERS AND REFEREES.

Big Bank Balances are good but are of no use if not 
profitably used. What better way of spending Football 
Money THAN PAYING FOR EXPERT COACHING OF 
THE PLAYERS WHO BRING THE SPECTATORS 
WHO WILL BRING IN THE BUCKS?

Years age Administrators and Players were told

that ‘Integration’ in Sport will give Non-White players 
International status and Matches, Today the National 
‘Racial’ Associations are in ‘Cold storage’ or have 
closed ‘ahop’. The Sports the Non-White loved best- 
Football and Cricket is in a chaotic state. No Provincial 
status for Players let alone Internationals.

The cry at International Headquaters today is not 
‘ Intergration in Sport’ but ‘No recognition of S.A. Sport 
until Races are equally treated in South Africa.’ Possibly 
reports are misread.

What will the Lenasia Football Association do in the 
future? Can the L.F.A. solve and save Lenasia 
Football? AND the controversy surrounding Ownership, 
control and use of the Lenasia Stadium??? Quotation 
from Soccer brochure:—

THE FEDERATION — will be controlled by Politicians,

PROFESSIONAL SOCCER — by the Businessmen, 
and

AMATURE SOCCER — by Sports Lovers.

Quo Vidas - Lenasia Football Association?

We’d like 
to be your bank.

Standard Bank
The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited (Registered Commercial Bank)
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