
E C C  INFORMATION KIT
INTRODUCTION

This information Kit aims to:

1) provide you with a perspective 

of the role of the SADF

2) explain the system of conscription

3)to provide an understanding of the 

reasons for calling for an end to 

conscription
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END CONSCRIPTION NOW! !

#  CONSCRIPTS
NO RIGHT TO CHOOSE



TOWARDS A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND

A D e c la ra tio n  Vo E n d  C o n s c ri'p W o r»

We live in an unjust society 'w here basic human rig hts are denied 
to the m ajority of the people.

We live in ar. uneaual society where the land and wealth are 
owned by the m ino rity .

iVe live in a society in a state of civil war, where brother is 
called on to fight brother.

\A/e call for an end to conscription.

Young men are conscripted to maintain the illegal occupation of 
Namibia, and -to wage unjust war against* foreign countries.

Young men are conscr'ipieA to assist in the implementation and 
defence of apartheid policies.

Young men uoho refuse to serve are faced with -the choice of a 
life, of exile or a possible si* years in prison.

IA/e call -for an end to conscription.

We believe -that" the financial cost of the war increases fhe poverfy of 
our country, and that money should rather be used in the interests of peace.

We believe that fhe extension of conscription to coloured and Indian 
citizens will increase conflict and fu rth e r divide o ur country.

W E  B EU EV E T H A T  IT  IS T H E  M O R A L  R IG H T  O F  S O U T H  
A F R IC A N S  T O  E X E R C IS E  F R E E D O M  O F  C O N S C IE N C E  
A N D  T O  C H O O S E  N O T  T O  S E R V E  IN  T H E  S A D F .

m CALL FOR. AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND



ENO QON5GHIPriON CAMPAIGN 
N M IO M A L  STRUCTURE

REGIONS EHPL0Y6 6 S

JOHANNESBURG b -C .L  
Re g i o n a l  e m i o T u n £

• Johannesburg Democratic
Action ConW ttee C^oOAc)

• BlacJC bash
•  National Union of South 

African Students C^USAS)
• Notional Education Union 

of South Africa (NEUSA)

• Ofqanisation °f Appropriate 
Social Scientists of Sooth 
Africa ( oasssa)

• Young Progresses

• Youfl0 Christian Students (Yes)

• Catholic War and Peace 
Group (.WA?)

• Conscientious Objectors 
Support Group (COsGr)

• Wfo Catholic Society

INDIVIDUAL
MEMBERS

. ^ U R - C O H H

•  MEOIA t CULTURE:
• EDUCATION
•  C H U R C H E S

• CONTACT

A F F IU A T E D
O R G A N I S A T I O N S



k l l  1’ “ ^ ^ CONSCRIPTION
ALL PERSONS RESIDENT IN SOUTH arRICft (excl. Namibia) 
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People uho refuse 

to register r

People uho register at 

16 years of age or later

People uhose National 

Service has been deferred
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People uho I bbub South 

Africa prior to turning 

16 years of age ■

People uho have been called-up 

for National Service

People uho are exempted from 

National Seruice

People uho have CO to Military Service
People uho do not heue'cO to Military Service

Uho remain in SA Uho leave SA "Draft Evaders'1 People who do Military Service

CO's recognised by D. Act 

(Religious Pacifists)

Just War 

Objector

CO's not recognised 

by 0. Act

Non-Religious

Pacifist

Thosi uho 

leave SA

Those uithin 

SA

o l h e r s
eg. Conscientious Non-Conscriptiviats

Cateq. I

Religious Pacifists uho uill not ren- 

Jer service in a combatant capacity 

in any armed force

Tliose uho refuse 

I j serve as Non- 

combatants in a 

Combat Unit

--------------------- 1

Cateo. II

Religious Pacifists uho uill not render 

service in a combatant capacity in any 

armed force, to perforin any maintenance 

tasks of a combatant nature therein and 

to be clothed in a military uniform

CatBO1. Ill 

Religious Pacifists uho uill not render 

any Military Service or undergo any 

military training or to perform in any 

task in or in connection uith any 

armed force

APARTHEID BAROMETER

( L • I- Ii '• t' fl'rt.si! its jt- 
I. xU.jjri l.-frjS

.• * ftVV»» > iit » ***'. v
(Flt«rca up lo dale n  of Thursday, August 22) • •

S T A T E  O F  E M E R G E N C Y :  (July 21 to August 21): 

N um ber  of people detained so farjj 1131

!

N um ber  released: *.

N um ber  still held: 1'

1102 * » \ 
1029 • : *

In  addition, 1669 people have been arrested throughout the 

country and  119 have been killed in this period. This m eans an  

average of 4 deaths, 54  arrests and  69 detentions a day.

C O N S C R I P T I O N  A N D  C O N S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T I O N  -  

N u m b e r  of conscriptees w h o  failed to register with the S A D F  

(January Intake): 7589  • . : v  I .  • • v

N u m b e r  w ho  failed to register last year: 1596 f J "• "

B y  July this year the B oard  of Religious Objectors h ad  received 

over 35 0  applications com pared with 3 5 0  for the whole of last 

year, according to the E n d  Conscription C am p aig n  (E C C ) .

By Febuary 28, 277  people had been granted alternative service. 

B y  M a r c h  2 0 , only 11. h a d  started their com m unity  service 

sentences. T h e  rest were waiting lo be placed.

T w o  people have been refused com m unity  service a n d !2  people 

have been Jailed for refusing the call-up. O n ly  one m an  is 

currently serving a prison sentence. lie w as originally sentenced 

to 78  m onths im prisonment, but this was reduced lo 27  months 

with 3 years suspended on appeal.. T h e  other m an  is awaiting the 

outcome of Ills ap p e a l .'*< -• * •*> j • ' • » • • •  i .

By Febuary 28 , 48  people had  been granted non-combatant status 

»n d  one had been granted non-combatant status without being  

required to wear a uniform . , , . • * >

According lo Ihe E C C ,  between 3 0 0 0  an d  4 0 0 0  m en  left the 

country between 1979 and  1984 to avoid military service, 

i '('y* ‘*r I- •' * > i M - ■ < *

Those uho are pre

pared to serve as 

Non-combatants in 

any unit

Those uho d9 net 

refuse alt. Nat 

Serv/ice under th& 

Dept, of Defence 

but not ueaiint}

any unirtifflfl____

--------- 1

Those uho refuse 

the alt. National 

Serv/ice allocated

Those uho accept 

the alt. Seruice 

allocated

Those uho refuse 

the alt. SBrv/ice 

fcl located-

DID Y O U  
K N O W ?

Almost 2 000 firms in South Africa are involved in 

weapon production. ' j ,  ■ j >; ! j • , J, .  ,,

’ * * t  , ' ? f  4  ; I

R l3 million is spent daiily on the war in South 'Africa . i.

20 cents in very Rand paid in G .S .T . goes straight to 

the S .A .D .F . , , ,

* ; i • i  * * . • . } - •  1 -t 

In 1984, 1 596 conscriptees did not report for service, 

and by 1985, the figure had risen to a staggering 

7 589.

There were 67 attempted suicides in the S .A .D .F . in 

the second half of 1984.

1 APARTHEIDjJAROMETER
(Figures up  to date as of Thursday , Septem ber 5)

S T A T E  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  D E T E N T IO N S  (up lo September 3): 
Number of people detained so far: 2 414 

Number released: 1 218
: Number still held: ;i ' • 1196

*» 1 ' ' ^ " ‘ - *

IN T E R N A L  S E C U R IT Y  A C T  D E T E N T IO N S :

Total for IM S : ; : 453

Number still held (August 31): 148 

■ Number held July 31: 75
•I - r*. , ■■ ‘ • * . * 1 .•* •

C O N S C R IP T IO N : . , - ■ * • '

7 589 persons Tailed to report initially for national service in 
January, 1985. . . .

According to the End Conscription Campaign (ECC ), more than 

6 000 of these persons were students who were then 

automatically allocated lo Ihe July call-up or received deferment 
on the grounds of studies.

,A  final total or 1 321 persons failed to report, of whom 890 did 

not advise Ihe S A D F  of their change of address and did not 
receive call-up papers.
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* I am a. National Servioeman who has beon involved with th» SADF in the unreet , 

for tha past four months. I ««  talcing * chance in writing this, a report of 

some of my experiences, but unfortunately it is all truei a reality that hae 

been concealed by the stranglehold on the press and our own self-cerving 

blindness. It bears little  reeemblence to the flat reports of incidsnts 

supplied by the police, but this contradiction between what is  said and what 

happene occurs within the security forces as well. From time to time we

have been iseuod with cards like thisi (see cards).

It  must be remembered that orders are ofton given less to be obeyed than to 

protect those giving the orders, but there is still a staggering gulf between 

these Instructions and the aotual behaviour of the security forces in the town

ships, so I feel that perhaps I will be doing ths'military as well as the public 

a service by expos*'^ a portion of the truth.

Vhen we flret deployed for the unrest, it was something of a joy-ride, despite 

the atmosphere of anticipation amongst ths troops (hooray, we're off to kill 

the ka ff ir s ) .  We were used to protect a white suburb for the duration of a 

large (black) funeral procession, but it was mostly a release from aray caup, 

and an opportunity to chat up the neighbour*' daughters. Everything changed 

the neat time we were called out and began doing patrols with the police In. 

the black towns:;ii pe. I will not forget my flret patrol in a Casspir. The Casspir 

is the police vehicle or choice in the townehipsi hugs brutish uachines loaded 

with a plethora of weapons and equipment, invincible and inhuman in scale. They 

are the broncos of the cowboys in blue who drive them.

*

We entered one of the sprawling Tort Elliabeth townships and began our run, ae 

in a bad dream, through the naze of streets, buildings, shacks and people. i 

The policemen express contempt at the rubbish and dirt aroud^ , but they kept 

their litter  to dump in the township, throwing refuse out of the vehicle at 

pedestrians minding their own business. T))e streets are full of activity t there 

is a funeral of one of the persons shot by the police, and vehicles overloaded 

with blacks roar back and forth. The policemen respond to the change and 

clenched fists with shouts of abuse nnd of "white power". We rcove on to a less 

crowded ares. The copn keep a watch for members of the media, especially i

caserne. We ccme upon a bakkie loaded with children and youths who show us ‘.he 

clenchod flr.t salute. The copo go into actioni the bakkie is ovenaken  and 

forced to stop, the pile of black bodies spill off in all directions ae the 

cop* tumble out of tb« baok of the Ca**plr in pursuit. Shortly they return in 

triumph with their catch i a boy of about tsn who they are hitting and slapping 

ae they drag hioi into the vohicle where they continue to slap and punch him

while be recites the littanyi "Weet niks baas, weet nike baas". The pneurati 

steel daors shut, the vehicle moves off .  They force him to slap himself, 

eventually with both hands, while telling  ue M He won't show a black power 

sign again in a hurry". And this, for ms, is  the central imags of this tlmei 

the email black boy with wild frightened eyee ( but no teare) slapping hlm- 

eelf , and the sudden stream of bright, bright blood appearing from hie nose 

and dropping from his chin on the carpeted floor of the casptr. Drip, drip, 

drip . Slap, slap, slap.

A few ' blocks later  we pause and he is dumped. For the firet time I look 

ay^he other army guys and only one, ehowe »n# discomfort. On the faces of the 

rest I see ortly a leer . Tha police sergeant commanding the vehicle (he 1* 

English speaking) says, " I t ' s  that age, the kids that cause a lot of trouble 

and throw the stones". He went to the police instead of the army. Next year 

he wants to study to be an architect. I ' t e  Just as wsll to deal with a mis

conception at this stago. Well meaning people ( I recall an article in a 

pariah magazine ) have imagined the young police and army member* s itting  in 

thslr vehicles ae fearful ,  confusedi eomehow as dessrrlng of pity and under-* 

standing as the angy mobs autelde. Thi* le not eo. Even I have never been 

afraid , sitting in this huge, powerful vehicle behind thick glaee and eteel. 

The majority of my peers ars not afraid or confussd. They are in t n n  bored 

and excited, they want action, they ars callous, they are enowmouflly arrogant

So we trundle on. The cope are talking about white politicians interfering 

on behalf of blacks and Helen Suiman, Holly Blackburn are mentioned. One 

constable says "Ek sou graag -n rubber ( from the 37mm stopper gun) in haar 

dooe op skiet ."  There is a loud dong ae a large ston e hits the armour and 

bounced in through the rcof opening. The sergeant reacts immediately B e n d i n g  

a 37»,m gas canr.lster in tha dlrec'.icl) the sto:i3 jirc .'ict.. :  t lar.dn ov *

JJouse and the residents pour out coughing, their eyes streaming. Ve iv i t J 

watch briefly , the cops laughing loudly, pointedly. A neighbour, and old, chd 

man, wags his finger at us and the cops bawl at hi». threateningly before v» 

move or.

The funeral is over. We head towards the returjng crowd which seecs to be 

starting to break up. Kncts of people form on street corners sinking and 

shouting their defiance. Tho rergeant radlcs his commander aski-r permissicr 

to disperse a small crowd. The lieuteneant want* to keep things cocl. "vokken  

bang gat" respond* a oop. "Cool j u l l *  bliketm s, koemaan, goolt” A sudden 

hall of stones is Just what they've been waiting for. "yahoo, le t 's  gol"  and 

we launch into a hurtling, lurching circuit, past streams cf panicking,
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running people, pumping gas and rubber bullets. I ' t s  over in a couple of 

ml nu te e i the cope have reached for their abot guns for the second roun* but 

the crowd has dispersed. The .hole thing had the atmosphere of sporti kafflr  

, baiting, beating and hunting.

'W e  eventually return to the police station. Vhlle vs waited there the police 

brought in a nan (ostensibly a stone-thrower) and dsrived such sport from 

beating and poking him with their sjamboks and truncheons, both on the 

ground in front of the station and in the back of a van. After half an hour 

be was released.

Th» sjambok ia perhaps the truest symbol of the police in South Africa i for 

herding humans, baiting and punishing them - the tool of a base and perverted 

shepherd. Bright orangs government stock, mass produced (the boere are great 

technologists now) - I have seen policemen wielding them an trapped or 

cowering offsnders with all their might, while a wri*t flick ia enough to 

produce a yelp of pain fron any one of my fallow soldiers. I

This Is a fairly  dstalled account of one day - the days strstched out. Almost 

throughout these four n.onths, the army has been mixed in with the police, with 

a couple of policemen in each Buffel and usually a few more SADF members in 

the police vehicles. So, for the black popul n a t i o n ,  there has never been an I. 

opportunity to di f f s rant i a t e between the two forces, and ths SADF almost 

Immediately inherited the lack of credibility and bad reputation of the police.

Not lliu t there is always that much to choose between the forces. Discipline 

, and thlngu like communication controfl are greatly superio^in the Army, but 

the sapar^lon of troops into email allocated units has often allowed SADF 

meUibers to get Into the opirit of being a law unto thsmsalvss, and mirror the 

behaviour of the police, not merely their attitudes^ It is not so much that 

the acts of violencs that are shocking as the exposure of a general level of 

racism that allows them to flouilshi so many people who are normal 1 v fair 

and reasonable but who simply • hate ka f f lr s ' .  For some, there is nc other 

description but 'white trasb'i  they have an attitude of hatred, boathing ar.d 

contempt for blacks and a complete lack of human feeling and compassion toward* 

them. Blacks ( 'K a f f i r s ' )  are a base subhuman plasm, a parody of t.an, whoke 

pain is merely sport? And there is an awful lot of white trash in ths infantry 

and ths police. Ths level of violence within this group itself  is high| indied 

a broad mass of whitee eecm to have sunk into a state of moral bankruptcy - 

th .lr  eain concern* a.x  ( or rather some distortion ot i t ) ,  drink , material 

fossesilons and violence, into which is mixed a twisted self-serving chri.tian!*- j 

and an Ironically 'kaffir-liks ' reason! np b.ir»d on 'what his I

"V A < e  si ways called them kafflrs - that's their name - why should we change 

it?" or "When there's shit we should just go through from one end (of the 

location ) to the other with gas so they'll I f  they don't identify the 

guilty ones they'll all get I t . "

y

Action, especially for the young serviceman, is often a thrill ,  an ego trip. 

There Is  a tremendous sense of power ir^beatlng up someonei tven If  you're the 

most put-upon, dumb son-of-a-bltch, you are still better than a kaffir  and 

can beat him up to prove i t .  In one of the small’ Eastern Cape towns involved, 

the boys in brown n a a k  evolved quite sophletlcated techniques for catching 

stone-throwere. During their night patrols the location became a giant play

ground for a earlous game of copa and robbers, the occasional injury (someone 

running into a barbed wire fence) only adding to the excitement. To start 

with the captives were hadded over the to the police who beat theic up and let 

them go. So eventually the caps were cut out of the equation, though some

times kids were taken home to their parents for punishment of . . much the sat 

kind. ' “

Raving givern you dome idea of the insane situation I found oysel f in, it ie 

more d iffioult  to describe my reaction to it . Ky own guilt at my inaction in 

the face o* this orutality, us well as the sheer physical Impact of i t ,  creat 

an enormous tension and conflict of behaviour. My response was enough to get 

me labelled a ' ksf f 1 r-boe11 e ' and a ' kommuni s ' , and the experience undid much 

of the effect of nine months of Infantry training (which Is 

aimed at making you part of a unit which is basically a . function, a 

machine, without a mind or direction of its own.) Yet it is almost U poasibl*  

to Isolate yourself completely - you've been living  'fart to fart' with these 

people for nine months ( they have humanity, though they abuse it in others ) 

and you have to continue to live with them - bc you are forced to conproaise 

yourself, and , treacherously, you lose that sense of outrage. Until the 

next time.

In the townships themselves, your behaviour is confused. Xormilly or.lv a 

s p e c t a t o r ,  in something like a cordon and search operation (where the SADF 

provides the cordon) I was at a loss. You are there to atop people going in 

or out, and of coursd they come to you and want to go to work, visit their 

slok aunt, etc. and one feels one has no right to be friendly and helpful 

beoauee the situation Is so grotesque and mostly they will be tubjeet only to 

rudeness or abuse. Po I have a right to dent their bate, which is their 

strength? At the same time I found it impossible to set out an indifference cr
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contempt♦

The uni form one m a m  doss not only hold a certain association for M acke , 

Particularly In the ramll towne white people were keen to show their soli

darity i »l» jull* die ouens wat die kaffirs  so lekker moerj'' ( the local 

doctor)| "One is gatvol vlr  bierdle kak wat die kaffirs maak. Die manne 1* 

lus on in the gryp" ( the oalenman)| "We 're bo M\.PPy you're taking care of thee 

blacks - you should shoot them » ( the pretty bank-tel 1 e r ) .

One's superiors are not much help either . Although they step in whe_n 

breaches of instructions become obvious, they seem not to want to know vhat 

is going on and won’ t interfere with another seourity force. Once we reported 

by radio that the cops were beating up a drunk In full view of the coomunlty, 

and the H.Q. rndloed a reply which amounted to "Vhat must we do about it?”

I have nrnde a groat number or generalisations seemingly drawn from one day's 

eiperienae, but they are based on incidents over s period of months. A litany 

of Incidents might become meaningless, hut I will try and provide enough to 

be convincing and yet retain some lnpact,

P .E .  nights, townshl p-ctyl e r tbn 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. shift , haring about In the 

back of an SAP landrovor. Surroal scenes. Smoke darkening the night sky - 

a schfcol burning - the Ti re-brl gade, a Cassplr and us. Flashing lights, 

flames and smoke but no crowdi they have been told to stay inside, and aot 

report the fire ,  or hsve tbelr own homes set alight. The township is huge, 

B p r a w l l n g ,  n e v er  o l e e p n .  Throughout the night, there are lights here and there, 

cars nosing about, scattered figures, shbbeens shoeing a quick blast of 

warmth and l i g h t  Item  from a narrow door. A stolen vehicle is spottod - we 

give chase and , alien going, we career through the alleys. We catcb upt others 

are a l r e a d y  t h e r e ,  they haul the man out and start laying into him. As we 

l e a v e  t he y  are s m a s hi ng  his head into his stolen car.

Another night, another f ire ,  we are hanging around while the flre-tanker does 

its work when Individual stones etart dropping about us with deceiving barrv- ! 

leesness. Suddenly one si,ashes the windscreen or tan SAP bakkle and two cope 

with shotguns bound off like dogs let off the leash. They stalk the lone stone- 

thrower and com er  hlmj he continues hi* desperate barrage. They shoot him 

dead, Us la about sixteen. Re le a k ill .

Daytime - a vegetable seller is shot at with teargas for fun. He ftops us to

/ «

complain! "The police are supposed to help ue. What must we do If  they abuse 

us?"

As we arrive to take over from another group at one small town, a policeman 

le whipping a black man with hie ajambok. He is surrounded by a eamll knot of 

army spectators. The officer  In charge must bavt known what was going on, as 

the oan'e groans were clearly audible. In another town, a couple of army boye 

took to removing the points from their ammunition and pinching the cartridge 

closed to make blanks. " J y  meet elen hoe .lekker duik n kaffir  as Jy op horn 

sktef1. Boredom also leads to drii^ng on duty and, more Innocuously, 2 o'cloc 

in the morning braais on the location outskirts. Many of these incidents itei 

from a lack of discipline! h in one town our commanding officer , though a man 

of right-wing politics , was what we term "parait" ( a stickler for going 

'by the book' ) whloh made him a better man for the Job than »any a peeudo 

liberal would have been. It  Is  ironio that, stringent as our laws are, conditl 

would be far better I f  they were strictly adhered to. In practise, thoas who 

enforce the law have a contempt for It  as an independent entity i they 

do not grasp the importance of upholding tbs law as a process rather than ae 

merely a tool ( one of a number) for maintaining a certain sst of circumstance 

( such as 'public o rd e r ') .  It is an attltide worthy of the best banana republi

You may think that I have presented an over-peaslmi stic picture. After a l l ,  

there are great changes taking place in our society i the abolition of the 

m ined  marriages act, political Interference act eto are quite radical etepe 

and whites are making big  concessions. This is true enough, but tt hae hardly 

touched the reality of township l ife  for moet Africans and the character of 

the largest black -white meeting pointi the police and the administration 

boards etc. The daily assault on the dignity and self-respect of the black 

man goes on, i f  anything made worse by the economic situation and the unrest.

What are we to do ( particularly those faced with conscription-) T 

I think the only thing to do is to look honestly at how constructive youj; 

personal alternatives to two years national service would be. for mo, the 

flight overseas would havs been just thii - flight ,  motivated acre by ay own 

fears concerning the army than by political cr moral objections. Teu may klsc 

find that the social cauldron that .prompted you to leave, suddenly removed, 

leaves a vacuum that is hard to f i l l .  That very intensity i$ out ;  f . : kcs 

overej^c. National Service oan be an opportunity for strengthening your 

beliefs and ltleale by ln>ioslr.g them on an'organl sa tion not used to dealing with
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.  t r .ua .t io  on .)  that has situat .d  » .  . o r .  c o n c r .t . l ,  , r 0 , „  nov try to thin. 

»na , ot on th. b&si & of „ p . r l . nc.  ( rkthar thkn lnt#u#ctual poatur#)

■— v .r ,  o t h .r ,  h»v. long a£0 had that JducatIon. Hiatory oovea both fa
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BRIG. JOFFiiL VAN DER WESTHUIZEN 
Officer Comma tilling Euitern Province Command

T h e  tim e Itm  com e to fC'C*tubli.‘|lt la w  and order. A t  m em bers of a 

d isciplin e d, effective and  rcvpcclcd  security forcc.ca ch  ind ivid ua ls ' 

co n d u ct m ust at all lim es be responsible and  courteous.

W e  are con fid en t that v c  sltull w in .

O u r  cause is just.

Alw ays aci honourably.

De a  soldier lliai cum m am ls rctpcci.

H a v e  cotkfitlcncc in your iraitiuig.

R e m e m b e r: R e a p e d  lium ati d ign ity.
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Township 

troops OUT!
S o l d i e r ?  a n d  r i o t  | o 1 i c c  a r e  c v c r y -  
whft re t o  l*c s e e n  i n  I o r t  K H i a b e t h .  
T h e y  s t r o l l  i n  t h e  n i d d l e  o f  t o w n ,
■ i t h  t h e i r  « u n s  b o l s t e r e d  o r  u n -  
n r m c d .
I n  t he  t o w n s h i p *  t h e y  d r i v e  i n  
h uge  a r m o u r e d  h c t i c  I e 5  , w i t h  t h e i r  
w e a p o n s  a t  t he  r e * i d y . L f t e n  t h e y  
a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  c om b a t  w i t h  a n g r y  

. / y o u t h s  who t h r o w  s t o n e s  n t t h e m .
T h i s  i s  o u r  c i t y  i n  a n u t s h e l l .

The r « | i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n c i d e n t s  of  
u n r e s t  a n d  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  d e a t h s  
o f  h u n d r e d s  i n  t h e  h a s t  C a p e  and 
e l e s w h e r e  h a s  b«‘ en d i s t u r b i n g .  Out  
t he  r e s | o n s e  o f  « ome h as  b e e n  t o  
t r y  and i g n o r e  i t  a n d  t o  iio| e 
t h a  t  t h i n e *  w i l l  r e  I u r n  t o  n o r m a \ .

O U T  OF  Srfcl  s i oke t o  Mr  S t o n e  
S i z a r i e ,  p u b l i c i t y  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t he 
U n i t e d  D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t *  E a s t  C a p e  
i?»f  i o n ,  t o  t r y  a n d  gusi j e  t ne  f e e l i n g  
~ r  t h o s e  d i r e c t l v  a f f e c t e d  by t he  
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  a n d  | o l i c e  
i n  t h e  t o w n - h i  p s .

O U T  II'* S T M  : V ^ i a t  do l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  
f e e l  a b o u t  S \ b F  t r o o p s  b e i n g  i n  the 
t o w n s h i  ps ?

S 1’o N L  S l Z A N h :  The 8 \ L ’F  a n d  t h e  S AP 
a c t  j o i n t l y  t o p i c k  up l a r g e  n u m b e r s  
o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  who a r e  on t h e  s t r e e t ,  
I f  y o u  h a p p e n  t o  r e s i s t  a r r e s t  b e 
c a u s e  y o u  d o n ' t  Know why  '  ou a r e  
b e i n g  a r r e s t e d ,  t h e y  c a n  s h o o t  
a t  y o u . E v e r y d a y  p e o j l e  a r e  b e i n g  
s h o t .  Y ou c a n  s e e  i t  i n  t he  p r e s s .
At  t h e  moment  p e o p l e  a r e  b e c o m i n g  
t o o  a f r a i d  t o  move i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  
e s | e  c i n 1 1 y l f t e r  d a r k ,  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  t e r r i f i e d  of b e i n g  c o n 
f r o n t e d  b y  a w e a p o n  « e i l d i n g  
e i g h t e e r - y ^ a r  o l d  i n  b r o w n s .
We h av e  r e a c h e d  t he  s t a t e  w h e r e  i t  
i s  n o  l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e  t o  s i t  p e a c e 
f u l l y  i n  a s h e b e e n  -  o u r  e q u i v a l e n t  
o f  a s p o r t s  c l u b , o r  l a d i e s  b a r  -

f o r  O . r  o f  he i lie r a i d e d  by a p a t r o l  
nT S M ' F ' s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a d r i n k ,  o r  
m i y b e  t h r o w i n g  t e a r n o s  i n s i d e  j u s t  
( n r  t h e  f u n  o f  i t .  *e h av e  h e a r d  o f  
c o s e s  a  he r e  t h e y  c l a i m  p e o | I e  a r e  

p e o p l e  o r e  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  f e a c e !
■ low d o  y o u  e x p e c t  p e o | l e  t o  lie . | u i e t  
when t h e y  o r e  r e l a x i n g  a f t e r  a week 
of  g r i n d i n g  w o r k  and o r e  d r i n k i n g .

( i u r  o r  S  f t l ' :  Gene r a  1 Ma g n u s  M a l a n  s a i d  
t h e  SADP was i n  t he  t o w n s h i p  t o  a s 
s i s t  p o l i c e  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  l ow an d 
o r d e r .  What  o f  t h i s  a r g u e m e n t ?

SfONfc S 1 Z 1 N E : !  won t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  l l i o t  
s i i r p l y  wo l k  i n g  i n  t h e  t o w n s h i p  s t r e e t s  
t h e s e d a y s  h a s  become d a n g e r o u s  b e a a u s e  
o f  t h e s e  f o r c e s .  Law or.d o l d e r ,  as  
s I  ok e n n b o u t  by  t h e s e  g u y * t h a s  become 
t e r r i f y i n g  t o  o u r  p e o f l c .
H u g e ,  l o u d ,  l u m b e r i n g  v e h i c l e s  ond  

t h e  way t h e y  us e  t h e i r  we a p o n *  h a s  
become a m a j o r  s o u r c e  of  i n t i m i d n t i o n  
for t o w n s h i p  f o l k .  By t h i s  s t a g e ,  
m e r e l y  t o  be Been  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  r e p 
r e s e n t a t i v e *  o f  l a w ond o r d e r  i n  t he  
t o w n s h i p s  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  r e p r i s a l s  
f r o m  some p e o p l e .  » e  h a v e  a l w a y s  be en
o n o n - v i o l e n t  p e o p l e .  *sk a n y o n e  who 
enij 1 o y s  an a f r i c a n  | e r s o n .  1 as k  y o u ,  

r>-yw d i d  h a p p e n  t h a t  by m e r e l y  b e i n g

> ECC has adopted a range of long and short 

term demands:

^  we c a l l  for  an end to c o n s c r i p t i o n  |t we c a l l  for
drawn from

s e e n  t a l k i n g  t o  a s o l d i e r  o r  r i o t  
I o I i  c e m a n  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  i n t i m i d a t i o n  
by r e s i d e n t s .  »low h a s  i t  h a | | e n e d  t h a t  
t h i *  h o s t i l i t y  a n d  a n c e r  h a s  a r i s e n  -  
on b o t h  x i d e s ?  t he S M  haw
a l w a y s  b e e n  w i t h  us  i n  t h e  t o w n s h i p s .  
N o t h i n g  h a s  n a j •c n e d  t o  t hem u n t i l  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was m i l i t a r i s e d  w i t h  
t a e . « e  p a r a - m i l i t a r y  r i o t  c o | s  a n d  t he  
3 * ! * -  s o l d i e r s .  >e a r e  r o t  v a y i n p  t h e  
o f d i n - i r . .  j i i l i r e w i p .  s h o u l d  r.et o u t  t he  
t o w n s h i j s .  ai» n e e c  t hem t o  l a k e  c a r e  
ol  c r i m e  | r e t e n t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e s e  a r me d  
f o r c e s ,  who b e h a v e  i n  s u c h  a h o s t i l e  a n d  
n ii n i c v i  v e f •• f-Ju* n , m c- w n t. ou t . .

1 O K  M t l r H o w  d o  y o u  s e e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
d e v e l o p i n g  i f  t h e  a r m y  a n d  r i o t  p o l i c e  
C i o n i i n u u e  t o  k e e p  u p  t h e i r  p r e s c e n c e  
i n  t h e  a f r i c a n  t o w n s h i p s ?

6Tt/.Nt  S 1 Z A N L :  1*1 e a s e , we a r e  s a v i n g  
t h r  t r o o p s  a n d  r i o t  p o l i c e  s h o u l d  
w i t h d r a w  b e c a u s e  p r e t t y  s o o n  t h e r e  
w i l l  n o t  be a s i n g l e  p e r s o n  h e r e  who 
h a s  n o t  l o s t  s omeon e c l o s e  i n  t h i s  
v i o l e n c e .  ^Aia t we h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  
s o  f a r  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  o f  l i f e  may 

be a p i c n i c  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  w h a t  
c o u l d  c o m e .  T h e y  r e a l l y  m u s t  
wi t h d r a w  f o r t h w i t h  f o r  e v e r y o n e s ’ 
s a k e  . He a r e  e v e n  a | p e a l i n g  t o  
t h o s e  w h i t e  i e o p l e  who f e e l  t h e y  
i r u « t  s u p p o r t  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  b e 
c a u s e  * s on eh ow* c a n n o t  s e e  a n y  a 1 -  
t e r n a t i v e } t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  c i v i l  
w a r  i s  r o t  a s o l u t i o n .  O u r  j e o p 1e 
y r o w  a r > ^ r i e r  by  t h e  h o u r  when t h e y  
s ee  how t f \ e i r  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a ,  a l 
r e a d y  5 0  d e l a  pi  da t e d  a n d  n e g l e c t e d ,  
i s  b e i n g  u s e d  a s  a t e s t i n g  r a n n e  
f o r  t h e  a r m y  a n d  l o l t e e  f o r c e s .
I t  i s  l i k e  a b a t t l e  Z L e i d  i n  t h e r e  
s o m e t i m e s .  * t  c * n n o t  c o n t i n u e .
Memen.be r ,  we a r e  n o t  s h u t t i n g  o f f  
a v e n u e s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  
w h i t e  j e o p l e  whom we e a r n e s t l y  
b e l i e v e  a r e  b e n e f i t t i n g  f r o m  o u r

* s u f f e r i n g  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n -
• d i r e c t l y ,  tte a r e  s t i l l  p r e p a r e d  t o  

h o l d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  f o r u m s  w i t h
; t h e m w i t h  t h e  h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  
. a i a n d o n  t h e  l a a e e r ,  a n d  r e l a x  
I t h e i r  p r e j u  d i c e  t o  s p e a k  t o  

u s .  l i n t  , -A» d  o f  t h i s  we a r e  
c e r t a i n ,  we w i l l  r e f u s e  t o  w e l 
come a n y o n e  who w e a r s  t he u n i f o r m  
o f  o p p r e s s i o n ,  who p r e t e n d s  t o  
be o u r  f r i e n d ,  w h i l e  h o l d i i g  u s '  
a t  b a y  w i t h  a u t o m a t i c  w e a p o n s .

The stories 

crying 

for relief
lie l i e f  C e n t e r s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  to 
a p p e a r  i n  I o r t  E l i z a b e t h  a n d  
U i t e n h ' n e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  p e o p l e  
s u f f e r i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  
u n r e s t .
One o r u a n i s e r ,  who i s  w o r k i n g  
a t  a c e n t e r  i n  U i t e h h a c e  s a i d  
n u m e r o u s  r e p o r t s  o f  N-\l)F 
e n t e r i n g  s h e b e e n s ,  some t i w e s  
t w i c e  a d a y  h a d  b e e n  r e c i e v e d .  
A f f i d a v i t s  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  d o c 
u m e n t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t s .
• le s a i d  t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  
b e i n g  made t h a t  s o l d i e r s  i n  
u n i f o r m  w e r e  t a k i n g  t h e  l i q u o r  
a n d  d r i n k i n g  i t .
He s a i d  s e v e r n l  o w n e r s  and 
p a t r o n s  h a d  a l l e g e d  t a a t  t h e y  
w e r e  t a k e n  t o  t ne  b u s h  a n d  
b e a t e n  b v  u n i  f o r m e d  S AUK men .  
T h e r e  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  r e p o r t s  o f  
s o l d i e r s  g i v i n g  y o u t h s  mone y  
t o  b u y  d a g « a  a n d  l i q u o r .
R e s i d e n t s  w e a r i n g  T - s h i r t s  w i t h  
s l o g a n s  s u c h  a s  ’ S t o p  t h i s  
k i l l i n g  -  U i  t e n h a g e  m a s s a c c r e  

21 M a r c h ,  1 9 8 5 '  w e r e  a l s o  
a l l e g e d l y  s t o p p e d  a n d  a s s a u l t e d .  
T h e i r  s h i r t s  w e r e  a l s o  d e s t r o y e d .  
One 2 0  y e a r - o l d  t o w n s h i p  y o u t h  
h a s  a l s o  a l l e g e d  t h a t  he was 
b e a t e n  s e v e r e l y ,  b e f o r e  b e i n g  
b u r i e d  a l i v e .  * i t n e ; s e s  who f o l 
l o w e d  s h o u t e d  a n d  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
r a n  a w a y .  The y o u t h  was  s a v e # .

A l l e g a t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  made t h a t  
s e c u r i t y  f o r c c  v e h i c l e s  w e r e  
f o r c i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a r s  o f f  t he  
r o a d  a n d  one | e r s o n  h a d  b e e n  
r u n  do wn b y  an S A D F  ' B u f f e l * ,  
lie was  one o f  t wo b u r i e d  a f t e r  
s u c h  a c c i d e n t s .

‘ T h i s  r e p o r t  e m e r g e d  f r o m a n  
ECC m e e t i n g  w h i c h  was a d d r e s s e d  
b y  a r e l i e f  w o r k  o r g a n i s e r  f r o m  
U i  t e n h a g e ,

the t roo ps  to be with- 

he t o w n s hi p s

we ask t hat  c o n s c r i p t s  be g i v e n  t 

r i g h t  to rhoose  not to e n t e r  town



NAMIBIA: What 
now . . .?

by
S A R A H  C n O W E

Independence to m any N a m i
bians seem s to be fading more 
and more into Ihe lulure.

H o w  can Ihey (South A fri
can s) say they are going lo leave 
Nam ibia when every week we see 
m ore and more hom es going up 
for m ihfary personnel al Ihe 
bases and their presence Is more 
noticeable now  than before?" 
said one O vam b o teacher. “ And 
now  they are calling up all N a m i
bians lo fight w ith South Africans
—  against their brothers. H ow  
can independence or a settle
m ent be at hand, In that case?"

’Yes, how  m uch longer must 
Nam ibians wait lor their free
dom ? South Africa 's occupation 
w as ruled as illegal in 1971, and 
since then the war —  as well as 
t a l k  of peace —  has only Increas
ed in intensity

The end e l South A liic a ’s own 
Vietnam  seem s no closer now 
than it did six years ago when Ihe 
arm y first Invaded Angola In a 
m ission carried out to "flatten 
S W A P O  “

The United N ations, the Inter
national Court of Justice, govern
ment heads, pressure groups and 
church organisations around Ihe 
w orld and in South Africa have 
c a lle d  for w ith d ra w a l from  
Nam ibia. And. in recent years, 
the South African governm ent 
itsel! has m uttered about its in
tention of im plem enting R esolu
tion 435 10 make w ay for dem o 
cra lic  e le c l'cn s  in Ihe teriilory.

But Ihe m uttering has gone on 
too long and, it appears, very lew 

I N am ibians believe South Africa 
i has any intention of withdraw ing.
I Politically it w ould no doubl be 

lo S cu th  A frica 's  advaniage to 
p o stp o n e  N a m ib ia n  indepen 
dence as long as possible. V ic 
tory for S W A P O  w ould m ean vie 
tory for arm ed liberation struggle 
And that w ould m ean deleal on 
tw o fronts —  in Nam ibia and in 
S outh Africa, where it would br
ing great hope to liberation 
forces inside and outside Ihe 
country (as hdopened with Ihe 
Fre lim c victory in M ozam bique in 
1974) Ih e  S outh African govern 
m ent w ould clearly avoid '.his at 
ail costs

Realising however, that it will 
eventually have to 
give up f 
Nam ibia,
S o u t h A f r i c a  Is. accord 
ing to reports in an international 
m agazine, stock piling uranium , 
and m ining other resources in 
Nam ibia —  such as diam onds —  
at an alarm ing rate.

But a new style of warfare has 
em erged in lecent m onths —  and 
the occupying South African ar
m y is now trying lo give itself a 
good guy' im age —  an attempt 

at w inning the hearts and m inds 
of Ihe people A s one O vam bo 
church worker described it:

"T h e y  tried to force us to a c
cept them  through the barrel of a 
gun. and that didn't work. Now  
they’re trying the soft approach 
and that's not going to work 
either. W e know  our real friends. 
Th ey call them selves ‘security 
forces' but they don't make us 
feel secure; the people fear them  
and hate them  W e know our real 
friends and they are not am ong 
them.*’

Th e  Infiltration of soldiers at 
hospitals, clinics and even the 
villages has intensified. C o lle c 
tively called 'E ta n ga ’ (a word 
m oaning sun) by the people of 
O vam holand. part of their role is 
to socialise with Ihe locals, as 
well as becom c more involved in 
Ihe schools and hospitals as 
teachers and doctors. However, it 
a p p e a rs  e ve n  the s o ld ie rs  
them selves are sceptical about 
the effectiveness of the new tac 
tic:

“ You ca n ’t expect to be their 
friend . . go  and drink beer with 
them  dur-ng Ihe day and shoot 
them  al night'* said one soldier at 
the O shakati m ilitary base in 
O vam boland (H e  was referring 
specifically to the shool-on-sighl 
curfew  w hich has been in opera
tion lor y e a rs )

An O vam bo church leader said 
Ihe new  strategy was clearly Ihe 
final desperate m easure of a 
loser.

“ It's com e loo la te!" ho said. 
“ For yyars the soldiers have been 
seen as klflers no] as protectors; 
it s net an im age you can change.

Arms and the m an: A com m on sight 

in any Namibian town.any Namibian town.

The people see doctors and 
teachers in the same uniform  a§ 
the one w ho killed their brother or 
Iheir sisler and S W A P O  is our 
people too. The ‘om akakunya' 
(the O v a m b o  w ord  used lo 
describe the soldiers —  m eaning 
blood sucker or bone picker) will 
alv/ays be that.'*

tt is clear South A frica has 
‘w on' the w ar —  w ith such an 
overpowering advantage it w ould 
be hard not to —  but. to quote 
one of the m any propagar.de 
posters plastered all over Ihe 
w alls in Ihe m ilitary bases the 
most important part ol any was is 
the psychological war *. And  lhal 
they clearly have not won.

A  worker at one of the m ission 
stations put it this way: “ I leel 
really sorry for som e of the South 
African soldiers. M any of them 
are ordinary boys, far from their 
hom es. They are fighting a war 
som e ol Ihem  really don't believe 
in. More are beginning to ask 
themselves the question: 'W hy 
are we here?' M s what I olten 
hear al the m ission from some of 
the soldiers who work with us All

of them  are counting the days un
til they go hom e: *mln dae, m ln 
dae* (few more days), they all say. 
A nd  that’s w hy Ihey wil never win 
this w ar —  the soldiers d o n ’t 
have their hearts In It. they don't 
choose to com e here. Not like 
S W A P O  —  they have chosen lo 
f ig h t ..

A nd  an O vam b o teacher said 
that soldiers are never w elcom e 
in the classroom s and that ch il
dren shout al the soldiers telling 
Ihem  to "g o  home'*.

But still, the people feel they 
have lo be seen to be accepting 
Ihe soldiers. Th e  overwhelm ing 
fear expressed by m any N a m i
bians (especially In Ihe north) 
from learned bishops to hum ble 
peasants, m akes relatively sure 
Ihe people's true feelings are 
never aired.

Inform ers, say Ihe people, are 
everywhere. And  Ihe shortage of 
jobs m eant an increase In Ihe 
num ber of people desperate to 
survive —  forcing m ore people to 
becom e informers.

As one m issionary from Ihe 
north put ft: "T h e  only person I 
can really trust Is m y mother. I 
don't even know  if m y brother is 
'safe'. Everyone is so desperate 
they are easily bought —  som e
tim es oven for a pouch of tobac
co.

" B u i,"  he added, ‘ even Ihe In
form ers don't want Ihe South 
Africans lu*re.M

The S outh Africans seem  will-

“ P e o p le  of O w a m b o ; H e lp  E ta n g a , 
Ih e  p ro te c to r s o  lh a l it m a y  lib e ra te  
yo u  Iro m  S W A P O . R e p o rt S W A P O  
fig h te rs  lo  E ta n g a  Ih e  p ro te c to r. Y o u  
w ill be re w a rd e d  a c c o rd in g  lo  Ihe  
fo llo w in g  I .n il I . . .  L ib e ra te  O w a rn - 
b o ! l  R e p o rt o n  S W A P O !!

ing to pay good blood m oney loo. 
The price on the heads of Ihe 
guerillas Is not easily turned 
dow n by an Im poverished people
—  R20 000 for a S W A P O  com 
m andant, R IO  000 for an official, 
R2 000 for an ordinary guerilla, 
R1 000 for inform ation  on a 
guerilla's whereabouts and R200 
tor locating a land m ine. (These 
figures were contained in p am 
phlets Ihe arm y distributes by 
helicopter Irom  time lo  time.

H ow ever, S W A P O  undoubtedly 
has popular support. Th e  organi
sation claim s to have 100 000 
m em bers (out of a population of 
one m illion), and the people are 
right behind Ihe guerillas.

But the elem ent of Ihe new 
'subtle ' w as w hich seem s lo 
disturb people m ost is trapping 
S W A P O  su pp orters . A lth o u g h  
Ihis trapping m ethod has been 
used in the past It Is now  taking 
place on a far greater scale. In
stead of Ihe old c lum sy opera
tion, w hen Koevoel contingents 
w ould —  under order of Iheir 
white superiors —  allegedly ter
rorise villageis into giving Ihem 
inform ation about S W A P O , resi
dents say Ihey now  dress up in 
S W A P O  fatigues to p lay tho pari 
of a guerilla seeking aid; if 
villagers or m issionaries help Ihe 
'guerillas' in any w ay —  even 
w ith a cup  of water —  Ihey are 
cither charged with assisting *ter 
rorists', or assaulted.

A nd still the war goes on. But 
South Africa, with all its might 
and m illions Is not w inning the 
real w ar —  Ihe psychological 
war. S W A P O  lias, through its de 
term ination and courage, w on Ihe 
adm iration of the people. It’s not 
difficult to see w hy, when you 
know  the formidable, conditions 
under w hich the freedom fight
ers' have lo operate. Th e  heal Is 
often unbearable and Ihe lorrain 
flat and deserl like.

Back in S outh Africa, however, 
in Ihe South A frican media, 
Nam ibian independence appears 
im m inent . . .  a few problem s ex
ist with resolution 435 w hich will 
probably soon be ironed out at a 
Lancaster House type m eeting 
. so the public  are led to 
believe.

Out Ihe day of trulh seem s 
m uch further off when yoCi're in 
O v a m b o la n d  s u rro u n d e d  by 
South African m ilitary bases, 
ground lo  air m issiles, tanks and 
soldiers A free Nam ibia and an 
end to this forgotten w ar seems 
an unlikely dream . The people are 
disillusioned. Th e y feel Ihe world 
has truly lorgolten them  —  and 
Ihey In turn seem to have forgot

ten the hopes Ihey once pinned 
on a few brave but poorly equip 
ped freedom fighters . They view 
Am orican —  and lor lhal matter 
International —  involvement in 
Nam ibia, w ith suspicion.

" I  don't understand how  the 
Am ericans expect us to believe 
they are sincere about working 
for our freedom. Th e  war is 
costing Ihe South Africans R l 
m illion a day. C a n  they foot Ihe 
bill on their ow n? Th ey oil want 
our m ines, our uranium  and our 
natural resources and Ihey are 
afraid we w on't give it lo  (hem  
when we are tree"; said a W ind 
hoek politician.

O lh e is  say there’s no other 
w ay than to w ail lor an interna 
lional solution to their problem  
Many, however, see more hope 
for Africa 's  Inst colony from 
within South Africa 's  borders.

* ll‘s only when S outh Africans 
them selves start lo  feel and ex
press Ihe pain we feel lhal things 
wiil start to happen. W hen South 
Africa can no longer afford Ihe 
econom ic pressure of Ihis wa*’, or 
w hon S outh African  soldiers 
begin to rebel, or when d issatis
faction with apartheid grow s lo 
bieaking point so lhal Ihe South 
Africans cannot be fighting on 
two fronls . . .  only then can wo 
hope for peace" said a Nam ibian 
(Lutheran) bishop.

"T h e  people are longing for 
peace —  as Christians we cannot 
lose hone and laith. Bui the peo
ple are now looking lo  the church 
as never before. Th e y have no 
vcice. Tney cannot speak, or 
meet, or organise or express 
Ihci/ikcf/OS. so Ihey look to us in 
the church lo be Iheir loudspeak
er. And that i3 our d u ty !" ■
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CONSCIFNTIOUS OBJECTION - A POSITIVE 

CONTRIBUTION

g * i  rt ^ W i ? D  A L

Throughout my life , one of my 

fundamental principles has been a desire 

to serve South Africa ana i t 's  people. 

Going into the SADF would so blatantly 

contradict my ideals, that I could not 

reconcile this with my conscience and 

continue my committment to me fellow 

South Africans.

My ideals have led me to strive with 

many . other South Africans for a new 

South Africa, free from the hatred of 

apartheid. The Freedom Charter, drawn 

ip in 1955 by the representatives of 

millions of South Africans, best 

reflects these ideals: of a non-racial 

and democratic South Africa in which the 

people shall govern.

My committment to a free South Africa 

has led me to oppose the government's 

new racist constitution, which can only 

strengthen apartheid, and to support 

actively the United Democratic Front in 

i t 's  opposition to the constitution and 

the Koornhof Bills. If the new 

constitution is implemented, the 

militarised state of our society will 

not be lessened; i f  anything the 

situation will worsen, with the 

inevitable conscription of 'Coloureds' 

and 'In d ian s ', and the formal 

incorporation of the military into 

government structures.

I see conscientious objection as the 

best way I can serve the people of my 

country, in the face of compulsory 

conscription. The consequences of my 

stand are but a small price to pay, when 

compared with the suffering enaured 

daily by the majority of South Africans.

As the conflict intensifies, more and 

more South Africans are refusing to do 

military service. Already more than 

4000 conscriptees annually fail to 

report for their call up. Some have 

already objected, others evade their 

military service and many more have left 

the country. From next year, 

conscientious objectors will face a 

prison sentence of up to six years. 

Only those accepted as religious 

pacifists will be able to render 

'community service '. This not only 

divides all those who object to military 

service, but will also lead many more to 

leave the country and go into exile. 

This wasteful drain on the country's 

resources will be exacerbated with the 

extension of conscription.

I fully support the call to e 

conscription made recently by the Bit 

Sash, and demand that there should 
adequate alternatives to militc 

national service. I would be prepai 

to render non military service whj 

would benefit the people as a whol 

This must be no longer than the presi 

period of military service and must 

no way contribute actively to t 

maintenance of apartheid. Until the 

demands have been met, I see my decis: 

to conscientiously object as the be 

way in which I can serve South Afri 

and i t ' s  people.

- € H 3€ 3€ > f> 000- E 3€ V € M
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1y objections to service in the SADF 

cevolve aroung tliree points.

irstly, since ttie conflict In this 

:nunt ry is a vlciJ rattier than an 
external war, participation in the SAOF 

•annot be regarded as an action which 

serves the interest of all the people of 

this country. By going into the amy 
one is taking sides in the conflict - 

xi e Is actively contributing to the 

.-ontlnued domination of one group of 

South Africans over another.

Secondly, the guerillas cannot simply be 

Jismlssed as terrorists. They have 
Hehirg them a long history of 

wri-violent resistance, and the violence 

'tow errployed seems designed to avoid 
civilian casualties. Their standing is 

further enhanced by the fact that they 

nppear to have the support of a large 

□roportlon of the population.

thirdly, the SADF does not restrict I t ’ s 

activities to defence. It operates 
orimarlly in Namibia where it acts as a 
force of foreign occupation. Tlie SADF 

also occupies a large part oT Southern 

'Ugola and strikes at will into Lesotlw, 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe. There is also 

vlrually lncontroverteble evidence that 

South Africa Is actively destabilising 

the economies oT neighbouring states.

Given tfiese three factors, qlven the 

'profoundly unjust and Immoral' nature 

of South African society, I cannot see 

that the question of how one ought to 

respond to conscription raises any 

profound moral dilemma. For me, going 

into the SAt)F would Involve a complete 

denial of the ideals I value most 

highly, oT standards 1 liave field 
throughout my life .

I lie only way 1 can do my duty to the 

people of ttiis country is by taking an 

uicompromisiuj stand against the call to 

light, and to occcpt tiie consequences of 

that action.

SADF INVOLVE KENT IN CIVILIAN ACTIONS

Ho-one who goes Into the SADF can escape 

the fact that they are putting 
themselves in  a situation where they can 

be commanded to act against South 

African civilians.

The military has been used on a number 

or occasions to assist the police In 

'resettling' people at gurpoint.

During the Durban strikes of February 

1973 citizen force troops in the Umgeni 

and Highway Commands were put on 

continual stand-by. At one stage, when 

it was thought the police were unable to 

deal with the strikers, troops from the 

Umgeni Commando were Issued with live 
ammunition and loaded into Bedford 

trucks. Only news of the workers1 

dispersal prevented the commandos being 

used.

In the 1976/77 student uprising troops 

were used to protect key Installations 
and placed on stand-by for deplyment in 

the townships.

During the schools boycotts in vXjne 1981 

troops were used in 'coloured' townships 
(Bosmont and Eldorado Park) along with 

the SAP to carry house-to-house searches.

To go into the SADF is to take sides in 

the struggle in our country - Tor one is 
puttlng oneself in a situation wtiere one 

could be commanded to forcibly 

"resettie" people, where one could be 

issued with live ammunition and 

instructed to disperse striking workers, 

or go into townships to 'put-down' a 

student uprising.

One cannot go into the army and take on 

the role or soldier and oppressor, and 

then protest about the system of white 

domination and oppression in this 

country.

P E X E  MflT-rtOCi'-'f

6 years (or 

refuting to 

fight In the 

SADF

STATEMENT BY ETTIENE ESSORY

The crystalisation of my opposition to 

war and violence came about in 1977 when 

serving in  Ondanwa, Namibia. For tlie 

first time 1 saw the lack of respect and 

dignity accorded to human life , ftiw was 

1 involved? I was simply ’maintenance 

personnel'. All I did was run an 
atmiunution depot - supplying ammunition 

to anyone and everyone without reserve. 
My position led me to believe that I was 

not Involved, after all I wasn't 

actually pulling the trigger - It takes 

very simple things to jolt one from 

complacency; like seeing a little girl 

starlrg st one through barbed wire, a 

little girl in a pink dress whose life  

had effectively been shattered because 

'she needed to be protected', i began 

to realize I was part of this 
•protection' - I was a reponsible as the 

men who pulled the triggers.

At the end of 1900 I started a career In 

theatre. In theatre I began to learn 

the meaning of creation. Theatre 

functions on the organic being; the same 

being I helped to kill In Ondangwa. I 
was placed in the position or having to 

create Tor 11 months of the year and 

sedate my conscience for the remaining 

one. That is  something we South 

Africans have honed to a fine art - 

sedating our consciences.

I don't believe that violence is 

necessary to support a system, if  the 

system is valid, it will support itself 

by i t 's  virtues., The violence 1 

oppose, is  not only that which is being 

used on our borders and in Namibia, but 

the violence which is 'built in ' to our 

social system: division, the opposite 

of union which is  surely a moral 

objective, Is violently i^held - the 

barbed wire is not limited to Namibia, 

this barbed wire keeps one person in 

Durban North and one person in 

Chatsworth, or one person In 

Johannesburg and one In Soweto. This 

institutionalised violence has set 

brother against brother and deported 

whole families to 'pie in the sky' 
reserves. (The dehumanising process it 

too Involved to mention in such a 

limited statement).

Not for a moment must a man in the 
street be allowed to think. Make him 
afraid with talk of 'a Comnunlst behind 

every tree, Swart Gevaar, the total 
onslaught,' and similar rubbish. This 
absurd situation could not exist in 

arything but a restricted violent 

society. This unequal society is 

violent as it is a system In imbalance, 

uslrg ' unjustifiable force' to 
perpetuate It . Why did I do two further 

training camps i f  I felt the way I did? 

The answer is quite simple, I am ashamed 

to say, 1 did not have the guts to 

refuse.

I have said that we sedate our 

consciences; we make statements such as 

'we have inherited the situation', or 

'what can I d o '. We say we are 
defending Christian principles. Looking 

at the suffering and pain in this 

country these principles seem to be very 

much those of the anti-Christ.

Every month young men are leaving their 
country of birth because or their 
opposition to the draft, in desparatlon 

I too booked a ticket to England 

intending to go into exile. I cancelled 

the ticket - I couldn't trade my 

physical freedom for my spiritual 

freedom - I am a South African. 1 will 

not support any war and 1 will certainly 

not support this war.

I believe one defines oneself by one’ s 

actions. I am prepared to take 

responsibility for my actions. 1 beloty 

to no political organization. I believe 

sincerely that what I have done Is in 

the best interests of South Africa.

I am prepared to render any sort of 

non-violent national service not 

connected to the SADF.

I would like it to be noted that I have 

not, although I had the opportunity to, 

evaded my responsibility, but have 

presented myself.



Destabilisation
The SADF is often accused of destabilising Southern Africa.

Angola - gained independence in 1974.
- SADF invasion of Southern Angola in late 1975. The 

SADF was defeated.
- Numerous raids by SADF which virtually occupies 

Southern Angola. Latest raid - "Askari" in December 
83/January 84.

- SADF no longer denies giving aid to UNITA.

Mozambique - gained independence in 1974.
- allegations that S.A. is financing, arming and 

training the Mozambique National Resistance Movement 
(MNR now called Renamo). The MNR used to operate out 
of Rhodesia, now is alleged to operate out of the 
Northern Transvaal. Renamo has caused severe damage in 
Mozambique destroying 840 schools, over 200 clinics, roads, 
railways, the oil pipeline and has blown up convoys of 
trucks carrying food to drought stricken villages.

- January 1981 - SADF raid on Matola - 12 ANC members killed.
- May 1983 - SADF raid on Maputo. S.A. claims that 64 people 

including 6 civilians, 17 Frelimo soldiers and 41 ANC members 
were killed. Mozambique government and foreign journalists 
claim 6 people including 2 women, 2 children and 1 ANC member 
were kTTiecT

- October 1983. SADF raid on Maputo. 5 people injured including 
3 ANC members.

Lesotho - Lesotho has always been economically dependent on South Africa, 
but has maintained some degree of autonomy as it has always 
accepted South African refugees. These refugees have included 
ANC and PAC members.

- May 1983. South Africa slowed down all traffic entering and 
leaving Lesotho by checking every car at border posts. This 
resulted in food shortages in Lesotho.

- Lesotho alleges that South Africa backs the Lesotho Liberation 
Army (LLA). Many LLA attacks occur within 3 km of the Lesotho/
SA horHr*- which supports the alienation that the LLA operates

'rr’ca .

THE DEFENCE FORCE
Conscription
1967 - Compulsory conscription introduced 

for white men, administered through 
a ballot system.

1970 - ballot system abolished. All white 
male SA citizens called up.

Present situation:

All conscriptees render the following 
service

National service: An initial period of 2 
years continuous service,

followed by 720 days over the next 
12 years, in 6 two-year cycles of 
120 days in each cycle. Not more 
than 90 days can be done in one 
year.

Active Citizen Force Reserve - for the 
next 5 years.

Commando Force - until the age of 60 
can be called up for regional duty 
for 12 days a year.

The new constitution will allow the 
SADF to conscript coloured and 
Indian men into the SADF.

Militarisation
The effect 
all aspects

of the military is felt in 
of South African life.

The State: The State Security Council, 
which is alleged to be the 
highest decision-making body, 
consists of leaders from the 
government, the business 
world and the SADF.

Schools: cadets 
veldschools 
drum majorettes

Communi ty: parades 
civil defence 
Southern cross fund 
ride safe schemes

Media: almost daily TV coverage 
of the SADF 

adverts using military 
themes

radio programmes such as 
"forces favourites".



Defcnce Budget

2 1 ,4 %  increase over 83/84  

1 5 %  of total expenditure
i iW 7&75/7878/77 77/7878/79 79/80 80/8181/8282/8383/84 84/85

1984 R 3 745 667 000 21% increase 
1983 R 3 092 700 000 15% increase

Health & Welfare R 1 691 718 000 1984

P c r m x n c t y t
Whites

Africans

921

1,051

Force of Coloureds

Indians

5,861

1,091

the S A D F
All stats from Race 
Relations Survey 1982

"Hearts and Mind* **

The SADF has said that it sees the war in 
S.A. as being 80% socio-economic and only 
20* military. To win the '80S1 the SADF 
launched a "hearts and minds" campaign to 
project the SADF as the friend and protector 
of all South Africans.

The Civic Action Programme (CAP) tries to 
promote this image among black people - 
especially schoolchildren.

CAP provides teachers, doctors, dentists 
and agricultural advisers in SA and 
Namibia.

In Namibia the CAP is not very successful 
Archbishop Hurley said "Local communities 
do not want to co-operate with an army 
they distrust."

► In S.A. a CAP strategy has been to take 
black schoolchildren on holiday camps.
In Cape Town's Hanover Park a SADF Camp 
had to be cancelled because of parents' 
protests that they had not been told the 
SADF was running the camp. The parents 
said the SADF was holding the camps for 
children 'to catch them early' and to 
teach them to "associate good things with 
the army". (Argus 10/3/84)

In contrast to the Civic Action Programme, 
the SADF is often active with the SAP in 
activities that can only be described as 
repressive:

* Roadblocks - the SADF often helps the 
police and security police in roadblocks.

* House to House searches - in the 'coloured 
townships during the school boycotts, the 
SADF cordoned off areas so the police 
could conduct house to house searches.

* Removals - there are indications that 
the SADF is involved in forced removals 
for example Magopa was rumoured to be an 
"operational" area during the period of 
forced removals. _____________

Statement of the 
Catholic Bishops 
1977
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Conscientious Objection
In World War II provision was made for conscription but this was not enforced.
People could choose to serve overseas, in South Africa or not at all.

When conscription was enforced in 1970 there were some religious groups that 
objected to military service (e.g. Jehovah's Witnesses). But, in addition, the 
issue of conscientious objection as a response to apartheid, was raised.

In 1974 the SACC resolved

“to challenge all their members to consider .... whether Christ's 
call to take up the cross and follow him in identifying with the 
oppressed does not in our situation, involve becoming C0's.“

CO's have objected for different kind of reasons:

Universal pacifists believe that all wars are always wrong and would not serve

These^CO's included Presbyterians, Baptists, Anglicans, Catholic and 'non-religious 

pacifists.

Selective Objectors: - "Just War" objectors object to service in the SADF, 
because it defends an unjust system and is engaged in an unjust war, on theological 

or moral grounds.

Until recently all CO's were sent to prison or detention barracks (military prison) 

for up fo 2 years.

Apart from CO's who are prosecuted, a large number of conscripted men leave the 
country and go into exile rather than serve in the SADF. It has been estimated 
that more than 5 000 CO's had left the country by 1980.

In 1983 new legislation was introduced for CO's. This legislation divides CO's 
into two groups. Religious pacifists who are recognised as CO's and non-rellgious 
pacifists (selective objectors) who are not recognised as CO's.

Religious pacifists. Different arrangements are made for these CO's on the 
basis of the extent of their objection.

1) If the CO will do non-combatant service in the SADF, this will be arranged for 
the normal period of military service. .

2) If the CO won't wear an army uniform non-military service in a non-military 
uniform is arranged for 1} times the normal service (i.e. 6 years or 1J x. length 

of service owed).
3) If the CO won't be associated with the army at all he will do community service 

for 1J times the normal service (i.e. 6 years or li x services owed).

These concessions are only made if the CO can satisfy a selection board that 

he is a bona-fide religious pacifist. .
4) Any objector who objects on selective grounds (i.e. who for theological, moral 

or ethical reasons will not join the SADF, but would join a "just defence 
force) is not recognised as a CO. Such objectors are sentenced to a prison 
term of 1} x the length of service (i.e. 6 years or li x the service owed).
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