


WOMEN
RALLY
Methodist Church 
Hall.Fritrhard Str
W O M EN  A S A fN
BOTHA'S NEW

30 FightingYears
THE PASS Law* are aAong the n o s  hated 
and despised of «0 the Apartheid laws.

It was opposition to these laws that led to 
one of the biggest mass demonstrations in our 
history.

On that day. August 9. IW ,. 2UXX) women 
marched to the government's headquarters 
— the Union Buildings in Pretoria. Ihey- 
demanded that pass laws be abolished 

I he news ol the protests spread to every 
comer of South Africa. I hi;) struck fear into 
the hearts of the apartheid rulers B jt 
brought joy to the millions of people who suf- 
feied daily under the apartheid laws,

August 9 became known as National 
Womens Day and every year since ther. reo 
pie nave celebrated :be day. And womens 
organisations today have been inspired by the 
courage and oeicrninalion of those wome-> 

Bui the 2U0U0 wo .Tien who came frorr. all 
over the country did not amve a: the 
demonstration by chance. The day was suc- 
cessful because the women w-ere orgaivsed 
ar.d united.

I his wax through the efforts of ali the 
womens organisations which were part of 
Fedsaw (the Federation of South A fricar  
Women)

tions.
Women were active in the Congress 

Alliance in the African National Congress 
Womens League, the Indian Congress, the 
Coloured Peoples Congress, and the 
Congress of Democrats.

Women also formed small organisations in 
different areas. like the Womens Food Corr.■ 
miuees. the Cape Housewives League, and 
were members of trade unions like the 
African Food and Canning Workers Union.

I hey came together in 1954 to form Fed- 
saw. Fedsaw was an umbrella body with these 
organisation' affiliated to it. So the women 
members of the affiliated organisation! were 
part of Fedsaw.

W om en’s Charter
drew up tils 
pu: lorward

Fedsaw begins
Fedsaw was formed in 1954 at a time when 

women were facing more and more 
hardships.

In 1952 the government introduced a new 
law to force African women to carry passes.

At that time thousands of men and women 
were uniting in organisations to Tight the 
government. They wanted to improve their 
conditions and express their political aspira

From tne sum Fedsaw 
Women's Charter which 
women's demands.

At a time when the Apartheid go emmer,; 
was making laws to divide people aic-r.̂  ucial 
imes. Fedsaw was uniting womer, of ail races 

Fedsaw aimed to .strengthen womens sec
tions of the Congress Movement, trade un
ions. and other organisations and to bring 
them together in joint activity

It also aimed to work for the removal of 
race, class and sex discrimination, and to 
strive for a genuine South African 
oemocracy.

I he biggest campaign run by Fedsaw was 
the anti-pass campaign. But is also took up 
other day to day problems of women in their 
different areas.

Some of these included:
•opposing rent, busfare and train increases 
•fighting lorced removals under the Group

Areas Act. in Cape 1 own, Sophiatown and m 
Natal.

•protesting agair.s'. the Bantu Lducation Ac:, 
and helping run alternative-schools until the 
government mad; this illegal.
•demanding better township facilities — bet
ter street lighting, proper toilets, creches and 
maternity homes

No to passes
I he laws to force African women to c j"y  

passe< were passed in 1952. but because of 
massive resistance a was not er.forcec im
mediately.

Alot of the resKt.r.-e to passes had beer, in 
'.ic- cities a here Fecsaw and the .\NCWL 
AC'i th" strong;--. So the government 
star.ed with the srr.ail towr.s and the larxs. 
sending ther piss ur.its there tom !95r

in 1957 sporadic anc courageous -esista* :e 
sp\ ug up wherever the pass uni s >ent. tie- 
in these smaller areas many ol the woner 
relused to take passes. Or they took pascj 
and then ournt them. fcr example tn Zecrusi

the womens resistance continued to tfce 
late fifties when the ANC also threw- *s 
wc:ght behind the campaign.

F>-om the start the government responoei 
to the resistance by jailing people and trying 
to intimidate them. But in March I960 x  
Sharpeville and Langa police opened fire and 
many people were killed. A state of 
emergency was declared and the ANC and 
the PAC were banned.

Fedsaw was not banned and continued to 
organise women, trying to set up srr.«i 
womens organisations. But after 1961 it coci- 
no longer function. Until today...

August 9th is National Women's Day
Issued by Federation of South African Women, Khotso House, De Villiers St., jhb
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IMO to G S T  
and high prices

N 0  to forced removals

NO to Botha's new dea!
W E  C A L L  our women wherever vou 
ma\ be. In Soweto, bidorado Park, 
lenasia and the Vaal. In the cities and 
towns. in rural and urban area' We call 
women on the farms. in the factories and 
in the kitchens, in schools and hospitals, 
churches, mosques arid temples.

We call women from Manopa to 
Dnefontein and all areas under threat ol 
removal

Women we caii you in all organisations 
to raise your voices high against Botha's 
New Deal.

A deal which will divide families, 
mother from chiid. African from Indian 
and Coloured. A  deal which will force 
our coloured and Indian brothers to fight 
for Apartheid.

Why should brother be forced to fight 
brother'.'

PW  Botha says this is the time for 
change in South Africa.

Bui we onl\ sec higher priccs and 
General Sales lax. We sec the new tax
laws which will force married women to 
pay more taxes.

We see no creches and playgrounds for 
our children.

Many women work in the kitchens o! 
the rich people. They are paid the lowest 
wages because they are ‘illegals'.

fcverv day thousands are hounded and 
arrested and locked up in jails for not 
carrying a dompas.

Women are sent back to the hardship 
and suffering of the ‘homelands' where
there is no work and no food. Where the 
children dying on the barren land. 
Because the government says there is no 
room lor them in the land of their birth.

Now KoornhoPs new bills will make 
these pass laws worse.

As wives and mothers it falls on us to 
make small wages stretch a long way. It

is « v  whu fee' :he cries of our child:' 
when they are turners and sick.

t ok>ured and Indian women are ber? 
told to v.ni lor Botha's Apartheid pan-a
ments. We call on them to say NO to 
Bo lhas New Deal. \^e cannoi forsake 
our African sisters.

We cannot be part of making Boihi’s 
pians work. We join the U O K  in its car- 
paign against the constitution.

Women of South Africa! Fed saw a 
celebrating its 30th birthday. On Augt« 
V we are celebrating National Womens 
Day — the day when 20000 womir. 
marched to Pretoria to demand the 
abolition of passes.

I his year on August 9 we call womer. 
lo unite and light Botha's New Deal.

I rom Durban to Cape Town, from ths 
hastern Cape and the Border to the 
Iransvaai the voice of women will be 
heard.

W e  f i g h t  f o r  o u r  children'
Pi Intec by Shams Printer* 0*nom.



TRANSVAAL  
W O M E N  

SPEAK O U T
W om en in the Transvaal are joining hands again after 
m any years of silence, from  the distant corners of the 
highveld to the rich cities of Johannesburg, wom en  

are organising once again. Women, we need to organise 
ourselves to fight for our rights and the rights of all our 
people. On this page our women speak...

V

V A A L  W O M E N
'O U R  women face proNerm  of high 
prices ;ind rents. I here are no child care 
facilities in our area. W e organise 
women around problems which affect 
them mi their daily lives’, said a member 
.►I the Va«iI Womens (iroup  

Women m the Vaal area are organising 
women against high priccs. I hey h;i\c 
started a grocery dub  l:ach member 
pays a small amount each month 

I he groceries ate bought in hulk and 
aie cheaper than in shops. In this way 
they are able to save on ft* id hilK.

Hie Vaal women hope to start a child 
minding scheme. M any women utlend 
classes to learn to read and write.

W e  also speak to women in other 
upant*.iitons, such as the churches. W e 

work with the V j j I Civic Association. 
I his is important because our problems 
are one *

Z A K  E IM I W O M E N
W O M t N  from all areas in the Iransvaai 
celebrated I edsuw’s Mlth birthday in 
Mamelodi.

A  brass band welcomed the women 
in tc  the tow nship . M rs Nyem be, 
released from jail niter 15 yean was 
^iven a heroine's welcome 

I his t •Ichitiiion was made possible by 
the haul woik ol the /akeni Womens

W o m « n  «  o «v «n lu itto n e  f y h f ln g  
high ra n t i

( i r o u p .  W e  say  ’ M a k a b o n g w c  
A makosikasi'

I lie /ukeni W om ens ( iro u p  started 
wi»h live  members, today they urc 
pmud that their membership is piowing 
—  4 t women have joined Ihe group

I he women in Pretoria ate bi<\y try in# 
to organise women into one group, with 
m e m b e rs  f ro m  A l t e r i d g r v i l l e .  
Mabopane and Soshancu.e

C O R O N A T I O N V I L L E  
N E W C L A R E .  

B O S M O N T ,  W O M E N
111 IS  group was launched in M at Ih r  

yenf Its mandate is to coordinate  
womens isuues. *1 in taking Mp <»l I y li 
rents, high hovpii a tanlls and drug 
abuse

Presently they err involved w.ih the 
AiiIi I V  hi making people tmare ot the 
evils of the new const >101 ion and ei*» 
ctmraging then* not to vote for Botha’s 
New l>e:tl

A Z A S O  W O M E N
A / A S O  has been mobilising women sin 
dents at the unitersilies anil the training 
colleges

At Medunsa the womens rroup bus 
aliiiut NO m finhris I hey a»e educating 
women arouixt issues liLe p:ti' laws .m l 
iiillns control, id»out womens triple np

W o m an  r« J*c t B o th a '• N * w  D

presston anti (hut no struggle igri I *  sue 
rescfid it women are still oppressed 

Ih f  women at Medunsn are medical 
siodcnjs so they aic planning to do 
health v . r r  u m k  in W m lcr.e ld  I hey 
held a jumMc <ile to help the need) 
there.

W om en at In rlloop  university have 
foimed a womens group They have 
la le n  up problems of living conditions 
on campir. — poor at comodauon afd  
loml and studenis' health 

they me also educating fellow students 
to he ‘iware th.ii the tleuuers on vampu* 
me iheir mothers ami shnuM he lie a l'd  
as such

Ih ey  have alw* ilont good work (or

ledsaw . nod held ■ welcoming rally for 
M aUorothy Nyembe when she was 
released from piison.

J O B U R G  W O M E N
S IN C E  I9HI) while women have been 
meeting in small groups of between five 
and ten women.
.Some of these groups are reading 

groups, other discussion groups and 
others write articles on women 

Occasionally they come together on »n 
informal basis to eschnnge information 
on what ili« tm illrr groups have been 
doing and to discuss wh.it womens 
groups are doing in other communities

L E N A S I A  W O M E N
’W O M t N  Against I he Constitution’ is a 
group of women m l.enasia who reject 
Hot ha s New Pea l.

I hey are organising under the banner 
of the I ransv jd  Indian Congress ‘Our 
women are more than V ) percent of ihe 
population W e  need to hear Iheir voices 
in Ibis campaign', said « IK 's p e a k e r  at a 
meeting recently.

I he lenasiu  women are speaking to 
Iheir neighbours and Iriends I hey are 
speaking to pensioners I hey are calling 
on Indian and Coloured womens not j,» 
vote for Dniha's new parliaments

R URAL W O M E N
'W T  represent women in the bushes W e  
are forgotten as if we do not esist.'

‘W e are toiling hard on the farms ol the 
rich farmers in I /ancen in the Nothem  
Iransvaai W hile  we are lotting on the 
rich land, prosluctng b jnar as. mangoes 
and avocadoe*. our children arc starv
ing •

'W e  wake up at four m ih e  morning as 
if we are donkeys Hut we gt | no pay *

’Our husbands and the fathers of our 
childien are woiking on the riihe<-l 
mines of our « muttry Hui iheir • luhfren 
iu« a pitiful *tghi W r are lo tted  to look 
after our tlu ld icn  alone

‘O ur women ate opprevad  by custom

■  W o m » n  b e a r  a b ig  h u r d * n  In  ttia  
lo w n a h lp a

and sulture Ity a system ol evploitalion 
ol which Ihey me ro*t aware ’

Ihesc were the words of Ishepo  
Khumhane Irom l/aneen 

I'ictcrshurg women are organising 
vegetable ckilts

S O W E T O  W O M E N
S( »W L IO  women protested against high 
prices and (»ei»eral Sales las  

‘ W e don't ssant lasatm n w ithout 
representation', said one ol ihe placards 

I he Sow eto  W om ens ( iro u p  was 
launched on Inly I this year M rs  Sisulu 
called on women lo  be organised in 
Soweto

Soweto women spoke d  the many 
piohlems a lush they lat e high rents 
and school lees, tlec-1 r io t) and budare 
increases the arrest <4 husbands, lathers 
anil children 

‘ ttccause o l *11 these p rtib lcm s. 
womens .«cr ihe fust ones lo  take at.lion 
Women musl be in Ihe lore lron l ol ilie 
sirugpfe in our country*. said M rs  
Mlangem ncvvlv elected chairperson of
the group 

Ih c  women have also It chi meetings on 
health, religion and nutrition Ih ey  h ive 
raised luntls by holdmg cake and jumble 
♦ales Now ihey are organising a hulti 
buying g 101 f t )  t Inh 

Mothers aie worried about Ihe esfuta- 
lion ol their ih iM rrn  'W e  musl fighl lo# 
the rights of out thddrvn" ihey say
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