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Why you should vote NO! 
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T H E  Black Sash hat a long and proud history of laying “ N O "  In South Africa. We first said
" N o  ’ whan tha govammant removed tha Colourad paopla from tha voters roll by a serial
of constitutional trlcki in 1B6o. Sinca than, we hava Mid “ N O "  to.

• Tha  banning of organisations and individual* oy Ministarlai dacraa.

• th a  detention. prosecution and Imprisonment of politleal and community leader* undar 
so called sacurlty legislation patted by a parliament which represents a minority of 
South Africans.

• Tha  ramoval and resettlement of milliona of paopla In tha name of aparthaid.

• Tha  Influx control law*, wntch divlda famlllas and forca productive farmers off tha land 
and Into waga labour; which allow paopla to ba "andorsad o u t" to tha impoverished 
bantustans whan thair labour I* no longar raquirad for tha whita aconomy.

• Tha establishment of so-callad "indapandant homalandi", which daprlva tha majority of 
South African* of citizenship In tha land of thair birth.

Now we are saying " N O "  to the government** Constitutional Bill -  and thh h  w hy.

M Y T H

PEOPLE ihould vote " Y E S ”  because the propoied new conttitution is the basis Tor political 
change and reform in South Africa.

F A C TS

The Contlitution Bill entrenche* apartheid and racial dlviiion*. The new conttitution cannot 
exlsl without race classification. This is fundamental to the new local authority and parliam
entary structures.

* 70 per cent o f the South African population I* excluded from any say In a government 
which will make decisions affecting their lives. Clause 93 of the proposed Constitution Bill 
says:

The control and administration of Black affairs shall vest in the President... lie could de
clare any Black person to be a non-South African citizen, or unlawfully resident in a 
white area.'

* Parliament will be divided into three racially segregated house*.

* There will be three racial Councils or Minbter*. The  Council* will be In charge 
o f Departments whose work affects one race group only. They will have no 
power to change the apartheid law*.

* Cause 89 of the Bill ensure* that all discriminatory taw* will remain in force.

* The Group Area* Act which force* people to live in racially aegregated areas I* tha comer' 
stone of the new constitution. The system cannot work unless different race group* live in 
teparate area*.

* The Population Registration Act which demand* that all South Africans be reglitered and 
classified according to their race Is entrenched in the proposed new constitution.

C O M M K N T

'Reform’, To w e r • sharing', ‘a step In tha right direction', all tnese terms disguise the true 
neture of the proposed constitution, which is to entrench racial segregation end the power 
of the ruling Nationalist Party.

This is not • 'new beginning' for tha people of South Africa but the 'final solution' of the 
architects of apartheid.

M Y T H

By allowing Indians and Coloured people lo participate In gov^, . nent, the proposed consti
tution is a ‘step In Ihe right direction' and therefore it should be supported.

F A C T S

Th e  Indian and Coloured representatives clectcd to their separate parliaments will effectiv
ely have N o  power at all. They wilt not be participating in the government of the country.

‘ O nly  the President's Council can make law and here the whites (25 chosen by Ihe all- 
powerful white President and 20 chosen by Ihe majority party in Ihe while parliament) will 
outnumber the Indians (5  chosen by Ihe Indian parliament) and Coloureds (1 0  chosen by 
Ihe Coloured parliament).

* The  white dominated President's Council will decide what matters will be dealt with by 
the parliaments.

* If  any dispute arises between the three parliaments it will be settled by the white domin
ated President’s Council.

* There Is no possibility o f an Indian or a Coloured person being elected President He or 
she will be chosen by an electoral college of 50 whites, 25 Coloureds and 13 Indians.

* Government o f the country will be in Ihe nands of the white President and the Cabinet 
which will be appointed by the President and whose members do not have to be elected 
menfcer* o f Parliament.

* The  white President will decide which decisions of psrliament are referred to the Presid
ent's Council for a binding decision.

* The white President has Ihe final say over what can be decided in ihe parliaments -  
whether the matter is an ‘own* affair in which cate it will be dealt with by Ihe parliament 
for one race only or whether it is a 'general' affair in which case it will be dealt with by all 
"■'ee parliaments. Remember, if there is any dispute here, Ihe white dominated President's 
Council will settle it. The  white President’s decision on this is final and there is no appeal to 
the courts.

* Th e  white President Is able to amend any law and to regulate its application or interpret
ation without reference lo parliament.

C O M M E N T

A  surprising number of influential English-spaa* kig people. Including Important business
man and editors of major newspapers are supporting a ‘yes' vote because they claim that the 
proposed constitution is a move towards political reform.

How  can this proposed constitution, which moves away from democracy and towards 
strengthening the structures of apartheiJ, be better than the present situation? *

Th e  political situation in South Africa it .nore fluid than it has been for a long time. The  
signs of Government floundering are our bait hope for real change In the future.

M Y T H

A ‘yes' vole It iH-v-i-Mary lo Mipporl P.W. llolha ufuiintl ihe rfchl win*. If  there Is a majority 
N O  vote in Ihe referendum P.W. tlolha and hit government will amend the Conilltution Hill 
In such a way at lo placate Ihe right wing.
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F A C T S

* The present government's position is not at stake in this referendum. P.W. Botha h a  said 
that if  he loses the referendum he will not resign is Prime Minister.

• The Conservative Party and the Herstigte Nasionale Party are not in a position to win any 
election i t  the moment.

C O M M E N T

—  South Africans who sincerity want to do away witn repressive and racist legislation will 
v o ti NO in the referendum.
—  Paopli of conscience and intagrity will vota ‘N O ’
—  Th a  official opposition is campaigning for a N O  vota.
h  will ba impossible for political analysts and com man tutors to maintain that tha NO vota 

comas only from th i C P . and tha H.N.P.

M Y T H

Abstention b  the moral solution for people wjio do not accept the constitution but who do 
not wish to risk being associated with white party politics.

F A C T

Abstentions will not be counted at the polling stations. If  there is a resounding NO vote 
from liberals, progressives and conscientious South Africans there is no risk of that NO vote 
being seen simply as a reflection o f party political intentions.

M Y T H

A  qualified yes’ is the best solution.

F A C T

There is no such thing as a ‘qualified yes' in this referendum. If you vote ‘yes’ you vote for 
the proposed new constitution as a whole.

A R E  L IB E R A L  B E L IE F S  A N D  O P P O S ITIO N  T O  A P A R T H E ID  A M O N G  W H ITE  ENG
L IS H -S P E A K IN G  S O U T H  A F R IC A N S  J U S T  A N O T H E R  M YTH ?

Have we found it convenient to hide behind Apartheid and Afrikaner-dominated govern
ment? D o we only pretend to care about democracy while we take good care of our privil
eged life-style?

IS P.W. B O T H A  C A L L IN G  O U R  B L U F F ?

If you vota ’yes’ bn NOvambar 2
* You align yoursalf with tha Nationalist Govam man t and with apartheid
* You accapt tha possibility of dictatorship
* You are prepared to tall tha majority of South Africans that you do not want them to 

participate in government; that you do not care about democracy
* You are not a discerning consumer. You  are buying * badly designed and untested 

product.

C A L L  P.W. B O T H A 'S  B L U F F  

V O T E  NO IN November

■
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