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' • s .* . railway & Harbour workers' uiiiok.
.. ' (National Union of all kon'-European Railway & harbour

workers.)

Telephone 2.16U-7* -EAD OFFICE?
?10 , Union Houss,
Queen Victoria S t • ,
C APE TO TO .

17th September, 1 9 ^ *

TO aLL BRaNCH SECRETARIES .

Dear C omrade,

You are no doube aware of all the activities of 
Colonel Fyfe-King, who was deputised by the Railway Administration 
to form a staff union.

Explanation given by the General Manager to a
deputation of the South African Trades and Labour Council, was that
a scheme was prepared to cope with the position of the Africans
employed by the Administration, under which their trade union can 
be recognised.

As for a number of years, various organisations 
were formed, who claimed to speak on behalf of African employees 
but a few ever obtained a percentage membership to be accepted as 
reasonable or sufficiently representative and that some Organis
ations were being led by people who were never employed by the 
Railways, which is resented by the workers themselves.

Finally tiae Minister of Railways decided to ask 
Col.fyfe-King, who is s .id  to be a Native Commissioner well-dis
posed towards unbanised Africans, to investigate among the workers 
xn order to asc -rtain their wishes "on how their grievances could 
3est be ventilated through a body in which they have the utmost 
conf idence".

Subs- querit to the failure of Col *Fyfe-King1 s en
deavours, the Native Affairs Department was utilised to smash our 
consolidated Union by means of the Native Financial Protection 
Regulation of 1930-

Til® only w-ap0n to dispute this matter, at that 
suage was the fact that tne Union was duly register d in terms of 
the 1 .C . a c  t .

(vt Ma h ® i ) Th!  t ini8ter ° f Labour assured tne U mon that he,
U r .  kadele^j ±b taking action in this connection. This was
anticipated by trie Union to be a method of sympathetic nrotectio n 
by our Hon. the ^ m is te r  of Labour.

Subsequestly we received a letter from the Industrial 
Registrar copy of which is herwith enclosed together withaa copy 
01 our reply, wnich is self-explanatory .

All these aforesaid facts have been disputed with 
tne Railway Administration but to no avail. It is therefore now 
the uuty of all the non-European workers to stand firm in their 
Organisation and protest against these fascists methods now beinft

'L£l£0<̂ Ced hy sendin£ strong resolutions of protest to the Ministers 
of Railways, and Labour and the P rime Minister, urging for the 
recognition of Africans under tne I .C .A ct .

Yours fraternally,

Signed. A .L .S .Louw

GENERAL 5ECR?TaRY.



•(̂ •̂hfcepresentative,
5 .£ .d n s titu te  i f  Race Relations,

40  Britannia Arcade,

EAST LONDON.

* ^Oth September 1943*

Dear Kr. Jones,

re Kon-European Railway _Workers1 Union•

It has "been "brought to my notice that the above Union, the 
General Secretary for which is Mr* Alas Louw, -10 Union House,
Queen Victoria* Street, Cape Town, has been threatened with de
registration. The letter was signed by. the Assistant Registrar,
Coiapensi..tion House, Pretoria, and dated the 11th September 1 /

The grounds given were -that the membership included Africans 
who were not regarded as "Employees", under I .C .A ct ; that there
fore, the Union was not functioning* A letter stating that unless 
a reply was received witnin fourteen days tne notice v/ould be pub- 
liBhed in the Government Gazette cancelling the registration which 

had taken place in 1937*

On the 17th September the Union repliedto the Assistant Regis
trar’ s letter protesting strongly against this action and drawing 
attention to the fact that tne Department of Labour knew at the 
time of registration that tne membership included Africans, since 
all the information with membership lists had been supplied for 

purposes of registration*

The General Secretary sent Copies of t,,e letter to all bran
ches request ing them to back -up the eftort made by Head-Q,uarters 
and to send in resolutions of protest* 1 addressed a meeting of 
this branch at short notice lust night; hence my wire of tne pre

vious d a y .  Unfortunately the reply did not reach me*



1 enclose copies of the correspondence mentioned. Please let 
me have, as soon as possible, any information wh ch you might have 
on the subject and what you think the Institute’ s attitude'is 
towards such de-registration proposals. Would you also bring the 
Institute's weight to bear.against this contemplated step.

Obviously, the efforts of Colonel Fyfe-King being felt in 
the attempt to establish a ©ompany Union, t e Administration is 
attempting to find other means of squashing the workers.

Kind regards,

Yours sincorely,

REGIONAL RTHPRES IVB .



The Regional Representative,
S .A .Institute  of Race Relations,
^K), Brlttania Arcade,
Terminus Street,
£A,A’ LONDON.

THREATENED DE-REGISTRATION OF THE NON-EUROPEAN 
Dear D r . W o l l h e i n , ________________ RAILWAY WORKERS UNION ______________

I have your letter of 30th u lt .ln  this connection.
I  had already dictated a letter to the Secretary for Labour asking for 
information on the matter. I ar pizzled by the action of the Registrar 
of irade linions, because I know of nothing in  the Act to prevent the 
registration of a union merely because it  has within it  employees who 
are not reoognlsable under the definition of employee in  Section 1 of 
the Act, I f  the Union can be said to be representative of other Non- 
Suropean workers, it should be registrable under the Act.

But, as I have indicated in an earlier letter, it  
should be possible to have this whole matter ventilated at the Con
ference on the Recognition of African Trade Unions which the Minister 
has called for the 27th instant. I shall let you know as soon as I hear 

from the Secretary for Labour.
* • •

Yours sincerely,

JDRJ/NWC ADVISER



E a i l t o a p  &  J ^ a r t i o u r  W o r k e r s ’ U n i o n

(National Union of all Non-European Railway & Harbour W orkers)
( Registered in Terms of the Industrial Conciliation Act )

j&utb  gtfrikaanse  ^>poortoeg en ^ a t o e r  OTierfeerg H m e

( Nationale Unie van alle Gekleurde Spoorweg en Hawer W erkers )

General Secretary 

A. L. S. LOUW
Messrs.*..S.*"..*..Xns.ii.tu.te...o f  Raoe Relatio ns.

P .O . Box 97

40HAUNESBURG.

B ranches a t :

1. CAPE TOWN.
2. JOHANNESBURG.
3. DURBAN.
4. DE AAR, C.P.
5. PRETORIA.
6. BLOEMFONTEIN.
7. KIMBERLEY.
8. PIETERSBURG.
9. NAAUWPOORT, C.P.

10. BETHLEHEM.
11. EAST LONDON.
12. QUEENSTOWN.
13. BURGHERSDORP.
14. BEAUFORT WEST.
15. WORCESTER.
16. KROONSTAD.
17. MAFEKING.

Head O ffice :

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE. 
COUNCIL,

310, Union House. 
Queen Victoria Street, 

CAPE TOWN.

1 2 th G'cto.ber..... .19.4.3..
Receive d

for Attention ...k*>£P
h e.a rd  d 

Acknowledged

Answ ered.

c

Dear Sir,

Re : Col» Fyfe-King’ s Re. opt.

I am directed by my National Exeoutive Comm? 
ittee to advise you that your letter of the 3rd July, 1943 
addressed to Mr. (1*5* Mpuang, 85, Selby Street,
Malay Canip, Kimberley has been forwarded to us, and I must 
at this stage convey my Committee’ s heartfelt appreciation 
for the assistance rendered fay you.

My Committee will appreciate it if your will 
forward us a copy of Col. J^fe—King’ s report as soon as 

practicable.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours faithfully,

• " /■ A -

GENERAL SECRETARY.



Lt.Col.H.Fyfe-Eing,
P.O.Box 125,
KINO' IUJ/.J3TQWK.

ORGANISATION OF IIATTVE RAILWAY WQfU^Rfl
Dear Colonol Fyfe-Xlng,

La^ I trouble you again about this matter. You 
will reaenber that you suggested that I should swait the j&'inister's 
deoision on your Report before asking for a copy of your Report* The 
matter Is  becoming urgent, as the Registrar of* Trade Unions has now 
advised the Sinister of Labour to de-register the South African 
Railway ane Harbour workers* Union because it  Includes Native workers. 
I shall greatly appreciate your help in getting definite information 
on the policy that is to be followed in regard to the organisation 
of Native workers on the Railways.

Yours sincerely,

JDRJ/NMC

J.D .Rheinallt  Jones

APVXSrR



• . ' ♦ s &

acs B iii  [tJL »jfatf o3 asaoqo*sq oolnU Ttfot *q»$a ftsriw wonof otf

15th December, 19^3. 
The General ueoretary, 8<:ci,cl,
ij. v.Railway .̂ nd Harbour V/orkers 1 Union,
JIO, Union House,

• • - ffiQAfll^TION OF NATIV5 RAILWAY »ORK*.R:>,
Dear 31 r, —

I regret to have to inform you that I have not yet received 
a copy of Col«Fyfe-King's Report, and I have written again on the 
matter.

Yesterday I had a long discussion at the office of the 
Registrar of Trade Unions on the threatened de-registration of your 
Union because It  Includes Native workers. I must admit that I had not 
appreciated that the definition of trade union In the Industrial 
Conciliation Act could be interpreted to mean that any union which 
included Native workers in  Its membership would thereby become 
ineligible for registration. I had always understood, of course, that 
such Katlve workers could not be counted in the membership registered 
with the Registrar of Trade Unions, but it load not occurred to me 
that their inclusion in a trade union would affect the registration 
of the trade union in  raapect of other workers, I understand that 
you will be receiving -i 00 uni cation shortly from the Department of 
Labour confirming the action of the Registrar, and I shall be glad

P .T .O , - to -



to know what step* your Union proposes to tak« in the matter.

lours faltfcfuLXyr

%noinU 1 s v  1 -t . .
' .MJtoV 40l (

«, * 3 ' ro~o i V a »*?#&> 
J,i .Rheinallt Jones

. ?■ -IfiL- ■ Y.V'J.ZA3 gVITAM '*0 M ITA i m  At)yj, m
* ■ ■

b«irleo©'? Joft »r»ri I wot i*nplnX o f  *r *

JHnj/!$£fcn‘fc*8'3 nsfrfX'jw 9r*ti I  6n& .JioqtB s'guJC^-at^’l.IoO 1 o y

erifr lo soltlo srfl Js itoXsaimSXft j^neX s Jbsd I ^sbT 
-arwox *o rt©l*^*sX3e,t~«i> J&»rt*Jis#rjr!J srfi no a/rolaU s&atT to 7^,r?«lg#H 

Son bc.it I i *4 t  S Jetfai I . om •*£#*(( •sferlonl. S t  su v*oo d
L&lifm&nT ndt fit tteiru/ ©ft£*r? lo miXJlnilejD »iffr t*fit &©?*.toe*iqcjs 

rfoirtw nolflir tfjHp o$ £>®;f<n̂ '3r9*flX atf J&Itmo 3aA noXJ^XXioaoO
#£0oo©<f fcXifCw qlf’eTfrfraarr! a? 1 «X aiaaftow mdftsM b*hvl96JL

#jsri£ tt*<*uoo 1 o . &Ari 1  to! ©Idl^XXani
si:^e*T qJLds'T-’Cfsiftin ertsf uX Jon ‘Mifca s*$«%'t o *  ©V1.3&1-' rfei/e

•m o# b$**'iu©oo Jon BfSii fJt iu d  ,8noXnU -e & ^ T  t o  *£(3 rtoXt?
BoXtf**f3,«lg»4l frosltfl SXifow noXftw rsf>s*rf £ f»J noXewXortX Jrx ?

*jari* £>fl**S'r«fcra t .E^jfTo* T^riJo to 3o*ri%**t a t  n o ln u  obanS $A* lo 
1o tfB̂ ffl̂ tjaqsQ arl* *uvrt ^IJiodB n o & m  tattw&z * ^niviwod-t ®cf XXf* i^x 

Jbal^ »cf Haris I ftns ,TailsXB?»^ # t ii “to  Qt>t$D? &j?* ^nlfirrXlnoo luor'&i

•  oi •*■ , 0 ,■ , 1



The Regional Representative, 17th December, 1943.
S. A, Institute of Pace Relations,
40 Britennle Arcade,
Terminus Street,
EAST LOU DOW.

THREATENED DE-REGISTRATION OF THE S.A.R.
----------------------t c w M g E g s n a i a r :------------------------

Dear Sir,

I had a long discussion on the 14th Instant with the 
Registrar of Trade -rnlon at the Department of labour, Pretoria, and he 
was quite emphatic that the Industrial Conciliation Ant's definition 
of "trade unlonS does not permit the registration of a union which 
Includes Native workers, since they are not reoognised as employees 
under the Act.

I must say that I had never appreciated this Inter
pretation of the Act. I had always understood that while NatEve 
employees Included in a union could not be reckoned as members, this 
did not affect the competence o f  a union to be registered in respect 
of non-Natlve workers. I still feel thtt the point calls for legal 
opinion. The registrar, however, informed me that his department was 
quite definite on the point. I hope to have the opportunity of con
sulting competent opinion before the Institute Council meetings and 
I hope you will be here then for the discussion by the Council.

With kind regards.
Yours sincerely,

a n v T s r a



Dear Professor Rheinallt Jones,

Your letter of 15th instant has 
just reached me, having been forwarder* from Kin^  Will iant * s Town.

I sorry that I am not in a oosit^.on to give you any 
information regarding the fate of my Report which 1 s still  under 
consideration by the Administration, nor am I able to state the 
rpflfon for the action of the Re*H p+.r=>r of Trade Unions.

I may tell you in confidence however that the South 
African Railway and Harbour Workers’ Union includes in its 
membership only a fraction of the non-european workers, and it 
should not therefore be assumed that it sneaks on their behalf. . 
There are numbers of other so-called Trade Unions ’"hich also 
claim to represent Railwav and Harbour workers, but none of them 
has appealed to the majority. The S .A . R .&  H. Workers; Union
is the most vociferous but its membership is neither large nor 

constant.
I am forwarding a copy o^ your letter end of my reply 

to the General Manager.
With the Season’ s greetings end kind regards, T am

Yours sincerely,

Professor J.D .Rheinallt Jones,
University of the Witwatersrand, 

Box 97,
Johannesburg.



The Honourable the Minister of Railways 
and Harbours,
Union Buildings,

P— TORIA . ORGANISATION OF NOM-EUROFM WORKERS
ON RAILWAYS AHP HARBOURS_________

Dear Mr.3turrock, • “

Is  i i  possible for you now to Indicate what 
decisions you have reach'll upon Colonel Fyfe King's r^nort on this 
subject^ Recently the Registrar of Trade Unions has refused to 
continue the registration of the 8 .A .R .&  H. on- uropean /orkers'
!Jnion on the ground that i * includes 1 ative workers ir its rneuiber- 
shlp, whilst I do not know to what extent this Union covered the 
body of native workers in your Administration's employ, the Registrar' 
decision has served to emphasise the necessity for’ a clear declaration 
of your attitude towards the principle of independent trade union 
organisation of the Railways and Harbours Adrtlni stratum ’ s Native 
employees, and my Executive Committee will be grateful fur any 
information you w ill give. The Institute lias been a broached b 
various croups and individuals on this subject, but obviously no 
useful ac vice can be given without m i  knowledge of your Admin’ s- 
tration'cs views and intentions.

with best wishes for 19*44,

Yours sincerely,

JDRJ/MIIC
J.D .Rheinallt J o n s  

ADVISER



KvT
M IN IS TR Y  OF TRAN SPO R T, 

M IN IS TE R IE  VAN V E R V O E R , 

C A P E TO W N / KA APSTAD.

19 th Janu ary 7 I

Dear Sir,

Organization of Non-European Workers on 
________Hallways and Hrrbours .______________

I am directed by the Honourable the Minister 
of Transport to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
10th Instant, and to inform you that .a finality has not__
yet been arrived at in regard to the recommendations made 

in Colonel Fyfe King's report.

The matter is engaging the M inister's atten
tion and he will advise you of the decisions arrived at as 

soon as it is possible to do so.

Yours faithfully ,

Rtc-jved ...2 2 JAN...19 .44
for A ' n ....................................

Ke-i;. d ..................................
Acfcnov. lodged........................ ........

Answered........................................

JMINISTRATIVE

The Adviser,
South African Institute 

of Rcce Relations,
P .C . Box 97, 

JOHANNESBURG,
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