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INTRODUCTION:'

The Signature Campaign is a make or break campaign for the UDF it 
amongst the people; or i t  can dissipate our eneray i» ? T nd the L'Dr
resist Apartheid, and move forwards tr> s .h ih  » > g V * n give us a so l’d basis to
from oppression ;„d economic exploitation] Or t ' 2  * «

i z \ ^ x t r ^ v : z ? " £ ! • , f w e f a l f

2 i :  ye ir c E M csm?ai9ns w  orsaniseas the Defiance Campaign and the Anti-Pass eJm ™ ?™ ? 5 .  important for US', 
tions in the 50s. We have t h e L m c a l  t a s K f K t 7 T M ° r the, C° " S ^  organic;, 
outside o f the tri-camera], Banfustan and d ^  s t ^ c t ^ e ‘  o f 'k e ln i f  S° “ *f A fri“ ' 
the clutches of Hendrikse. Poovalingham, Botha! Sebe and d t Yr a l l ie s ’  P °  °

IH e ir 's ld e !5 n° di,ide US a^ - cocpt SMe ° f “  onto
the Jh5 0 'S •?? pe0p,e of South A f r 'ca have "Ot had nr n a t i o n a l ' v S i " e tl0Th» -S’"C|

shattered? Where peopfe^rganised
f e e  people of Sooth A f ^ ^ ’ f e a d ^ ' d f ^  * "

f ^ T s J S i  Africa M V S i W s l T S ! , ^  T:E

cat.ng brand of Apartheid; and a more d iffJcuH  ™  ^ " 5 . 1 ^ ’ '

r  E £ S t  r ’ “ irWe are fortunate here, we .re  rot the f ir s t  peoi-1, t 0 o^aaniU » !  *ovetT,Er"

f f a a t w a n s s s s  . 5  s . ' s

w a s p s  a *
policy. The Consultative Committee (CC) stated clearlv : Ou- aim % ‘n’ * f, ™* * w"'

J0rS “  3 - v  M i d  each 0?- the o r g a n , , S ? " J n T i n * i t a " ^ ^ i ^ ^ U

I « S Hi,T i l r , 1 ^ S * t i r 4 T f S , 5 ' S  d ifferen t’ T *  i s s f ' S t T  the Cempai gr.

K g ^ V ^ I ^ P e J p ^ T h e ^ s a '  Tl “ r  ° f  ** p* °p le ’° "  ‘̂ ZX o r ^ ? “ ng1he
We are going to t h e ^ p ^ o T s o 'h  IT A T tl a \ 7 tta T to  j l j l c ^ i  ^democracy from the S^a+e Thie -it car,** ■< - an c,Ter of pseudo-j c o.owt!. m is maxes i t  easier for us in <;nmp wave tka
h a p p e n ^ f ^ f a i l^ 'B u t 1 keepSHÛ  ° n 0ur t0es and constantly reminds us of what w ill 

There was no elaborate blueprint at the outset. The NCC and the reoional r r ' t  *r,*i
« p  t h T ? , ^ I 3 \ S ; ^ b; i ! ^ s ^ dS b ~ “ ,eS i  s S e t f ’ ^ o 'S o o ft  7 C'
camoaiSn Thei519™ ^ 5 3t 'T’2SS meetin9s- But the NCC constantly’ r e c e s s e d th e °r
Subsequently th e y ^ s s u t/ f  ^  conclusion that the sc should be wound up.

I S . S  s r . » u,a“ ; i t the cr : T r s se: up- u  c° u,a p’a" ” « » » s s, and U  reported back to the organisations on a regular basis.



At these meetings the organisations could determine the general direction in which 
they saw the campaign should be moving.
So Congress a c tiv is ts  h it the streets with forms and pens and brought back reports of 
how people responded to the Freedom Charter. An anecdote about Kensington is useful 
here, and w ill make us feel not so bad about the problems we are going to encounter!!
28 volunteers went door-to-door in Kensington, with copies of the Freedom Charter, 
and panphlets about the shortage of postboxes or phone booths. This was an area in 
which there were many squatters, where people were being evicted and moved from the 
area; in which housing was a burning issue. But they forgot this issue and fccu-ed on 
telephone booths!!! The aim was to hold a mass meeting in the are;., a'icj to collect s ig 
natures there; but, the pamphlet had neither date ncr venue for th.p meeting. Lo the 
a c tiv is ts  went back to Kensington the following weekend to advertise thi meetina and 
to co llec t signatures door-to-door.
In th e ir  assessment, the NCC said that the Campaign must oe organised as p?rt of euch 
organisation's a c t iv it ie s , not dealt witf as a separate ite ?  on the agenda, in their 
work, the organisation presented the Freedom Charts'- as the ir policy^ and the Cosc'-ess 
A lliance was presented as the only organisation capable of uniting e l! these orca'vsc- 
tions and uniting thp people against Apartheid.
So the i/i-garisations continued to fight for issues affecting the people, and in these 
^ampaigns, they bu ilt the organisations, explained the Freedom Charter and asked 
/eople to sign to show the ir support. For example, the women were fighting against 
the pass laws, so they had a special form which had the Freedom Charter demands and 
a slogan against passes. As the NCC report said: Our aim is not "to go.out and sell 
our aims and objects like  a hawker se lls  backache powders” . (No offence meant to Hr 
Harks’ profession!) Our aim is  to resist the changes the government hopes to force cfn 
us, and the signature campaign is  a tool to do th is. I t  is not an end in it s e lf .  The 
campaign gives us the car to reach pur goals - to educate ourselves and the people of 
South A frica about the oppression arid exploitation.

- to show the country and the World that the people reject Botha's schemas, 
and support a non-racial democratic South Africa
- to build our mass based organisations so they are tru ly  the voices of the 
people, and to build unity between them
- to lay the basis for asking the people to res is t in 'the  future, be i t  
conscription, removals to Khayelitsha . . .
- to build non-racial national unity, which is  an enormous and lengthy process 
which we are only beginning now.

j HE SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 
AIH:
The aim of the campaign is to co llect at least one m illion  signatures countrywide. The 
Western Cape region has been set the sub-total o f 300 000 signatures. The length of 
the campaign w ill be between four to six months.
The content of the signature form can be summarised as follows:
1) Rejection of the Constitution Act
2) Rejection of the Koornhof B i l ls
3) Support fo r the United Democratic Front
4)  Commtment to the creation of a unified, non-racial and democratic South Africa.
I t  is important that this is not a petition but rather a signature campaign. The signed 
forms w il l  not be presented to the government OR any other Apartheid authority.
What then is  the purpose of conducting a signature campaign?

B. OBJECTIVES
There are a number of possible objectives regarding the Signature Campaign. I t  is 
important to rea lise  that the Signature Campaign is a means towards achieving these 
objectives, and does not become an end in it s e lf .



j . Education and Awareness
The campaign to make people more aware of the new constitution and Koornhof B il ls  
began with the li?r launch in 1933. The Signature Campaign would ensure that this 
education process is  deepened through the direct contact between UDF ac tiv is ts  and 
those signing.

2. Ideological
The collection of a m illion signatures would prove that there is  widespread opposition 
to the ’new deal' in particu lar, and apartheid ir, general. More important, i t  rojld 
prove t^at support for the UDF is both numerous and active.
Ideological gains could also be made at the local leve l. For example, UDF a ff ilia te s  
in the township region could co llect more signatures than the number of votes ir. the 
Community Council elections, and thereby ca ll on the Community Councillors to resign.

3. Organisational
The need to consolidate the organisational base of the UDF is v it a l .  The campaign 
can help to achieve this by:
a) making UDF activists/organisations know and understand local areas and local
) Remands,
o) including these local demands on the signature forms in order to build grassroots 
organisation,
c) making contact with a wide range of non-UDF organisations and individuals,
d) popularising existing UDF organisations amongst the community.

I- }
4.  Links to other Campaigns
The work of the signature campaign w ill also assist the UDF to mobilise and organise 
in tencs of future campaigns. In the Western Cape, these could include opposing the 
threatened move to Khayelitsha and organising a massive stayaway for the forthcoming 
coloured and Indian elections.

5. National Unity
The signature campaign has the potential to mobilise a ll sectors of the people a*d a ll 
regions in terms of a common set of demands. Through the practical experience gained 
during the campaign, we can move a step closer to national unity of the democratic 
movement.

r . APPROACHES TO COLLECTING SIGNATURES
The approach used by d ifferent organisations ard areas during the campaign w ill oovious 
lv d iffe r  according to d ifferen t conditions. A number of broad guidelines are offered 
here tc assist organisations an.i areas to formulate a particu lar strategy for thrnselvi-

1. Trainino of ac tiv is ts  • *------------
Training can take place on a number of d ifferent levels, decent ng on whether these 
being trained are current UDF a c t iv is ts , new activ ists  or volunteers who assist from 
time tc time. The train ing could cover, in varying degrees, the following aspects:
a) Analysis of the Constitution Art
b) Analysis of the Koornhof B i l ls
c) The nature, aims and history of the UDF ano its  organisations
d) The objectives of the m illion  Signature Campaign 
ej Personal conduct when co llecting  signatures
f ) Conditions in the areas to be v is ited

2. Planning
Planning the correct approach for co llecting  signatures in d ifferent areas (eg.crganist 
unorganised, middle class, working class) as well as from different sections (ec. 
workers, students, women, relig ious groupings) is  one of the most important parts of 
the Campaign. Thorough planning may take extra time, but the long-term organisational



adV, ntages make planning essential.
Planning the campaign in each area can involve a number of approaches. Foremost 

! amongst these are:
a) tne use of p ilot studies
b) area workshops
c) area resea-ch.
The term p ilo t study refers tc the method cf collecting signatures in a s-.all pen of 
the area and using the information obtained from this tc discuss a- overall appn..:h 
to the area. Possible questions that C2r; then b? asked at a workshop include:
a) What UDF organisations exist in the area. How car, the campaign strengthen tssr.;
b) What other organisations (cu ltu ra l, sporf.ng rel-gious etc) exist in tr.e ar-3;
How can the Signature Campaign be used to draw these organisations c^cser to t r ri j j F.
c) What are the local demands/issues in the area? How ran the-e be incorporate; into 
the campaign in order to build local organisation?
d) How can the signature campaign be used to mobilise people m the area ir  te^s of 
future UDF campaigns, eg. anti-Khayelitsha campaign, coloured election s.ayeway cam
paign, anti-conscription campaign.

^  e) How can the campaign be used to build the area committee? How can new people/
®  volunteers be drawn onto the comnittee? _
A  Q )  What links can be made with other areas in taking up the campaign jo in t ly , tow
^  can th is  strengthen the regional structures?
V q) What training programmes need to be run in the area for local a c tiv is ts .

h) What methods w ill be used to co llect signatures? How do we inform the comnumty 
that UDF a c tiv is ts  w ill becoming door-to-door? What are the other key points in the 
comnunity where signatures can be collected? {shops, facto ries, stations, bus queues-, 
bridges, schools, churches, mosques, sporting events, public meeting places, mass

i )  How do we co llect signatures from unorganised/unknown areas? Hov. often shou d we 
oet a c t iv is ts  together from a l l  areas to b litz  one particu lar area?

There w il l  b*> many more questions that w ill have to be answered. While conditions, 
and thus strategies, w ill d if fe r  from area to area i t  is important to rea lise  at a ll 

. times that the primary task.of the campaign is  to strengthen organisation, 'his w ilt 
only be done on the basis of a thorough knowledge of local conditions in each a<-?a.
This is  the most immediate task facing us at the moment.

3. Pu b lic ity
#  A no ther urgent task facing us as we start the m illion signature campaign is  to rake

^>ure that there is massive and widespread avareness of the campaign. The jot c 
ecting 300 000 signatures w ill be made much easier i f  genera"! excitement an., n, 
can be spread amongst the communities about the campaign The collecting o s o  =u<res 
must be accompanied by the d istribution  of news;€*iers, pampr.leis, noster:. ur.u 
stickers as well as ongoing coverage in the coranercia • p*~ess.
Use can be made of certain ke> dates around which certain sectors ca n  be m ctilistd to 
support the campaign. Examples of this include;

March 21 - Sharpeville Day 
Easter - Churches *
May Day - workers
May 31st - Anti Republic Day
June 16 - students

In addition to focussing on key dates, we must also bear in mind when regional ŝ d 
national gatherings are going to take place eg. student, youth, women, c iv ic s , wc-kers 
All these opportunities should be used to promote and popularise the campaign.
While planning ahead is  essen tia l, i t  is important to remember that we cannot sioply 
s it  down here and map out the campaign in a mechanical fashion. We muSL be pre^- e 
to respond to many issues as they occur, to shape the campaign around the lived rea lit
of peoples' day to day existence.
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COORDINATION OF THE CAMPAIGN 
introduction 
Because of the importance-of the
the campaign to ensure that: ’ 01 Set up structures to coordi

u^iPer- i]aI!niD9 and re9u âr Strategising takes plac°
2. Work w ill be done quickly and e ff ic ie n t ly

AREAS P e° P ’ n ° Ur O’- ^ M t i o n s  do  n o t  b eco m c o v e r - e x t e n d e d .  ’

Each area must have at least o n e  co-ordinator.
REGIONS

nate

A. Each region most appoint a co-ordinator whose functions w ilt be:. _ -- - *uin.Liun5 W ill

2 : To work closely'wi th^are^co-ordinxt C'* °*  0f S,> at“ ra
cove.ed and to encourage strong areas t o ^ s s i s t ' S / S n e s * ”  ‘ r£ being
LJTtlcl%Zemn "* tn,’*» sub-conmittee of 3 persons must he e s t .M -  

OVERALL CO-ORDINATION’
^ fve ra il co-ordination is coino’ to hp a rianr,*; 
on this committee will have to eat, s l e ^ n d  d?i^CJ r“C;a' task' T,le PM P’e servm-
na?nre Th’ s the committee which wi 11 " h a v e "^ ! ”  for *h? duration of thSpaign a ll the time. Tneir tasks w ill be: 0 ,nJect h fe  >"to the ccm-

2i tS ensure that f o ™  art Jeturned’ ^ ^ T ^ , 1'*  l °  a”  re3'ons
3. To assist regions tn develop th » ir  f n ™ l , r  1 ° the " atior'»' o ffice

ni a rea^s'Teft*untouched"' aet1" t i n  “  « P » c a t io n  and to ensure that
To develop structures in the rural areas to ensure that the campaign can he carried

To meet ^ g i l a ^ U h ’o ^ n l L V ' ' 0 i " vo,ra! blitzes
with one another or the UDf ' ' ° nS tC ensure that the ir a c t iv it ie s  do not clash
8. Together with the Pub lic ity Sec re ta ry  to develop a media strategy.

Members o f ' t h U ^ L jU t e e ^ i  11 'th e re fS^ T n J^ h  hi>? meet at ,east ° nce a day R a t io n a l  a c t iv it ie s . therefore not have any time to spend on any other organ-

PROPOSED STRUCTURE

by the organisation to which he/she belongs '  nomination has to be approve.
. This committee should co lle c tiv e ly  h«> ^im

4 X i N S S S "  * \ l  be £ '  S S T K ’tta  GC ” *  br0ad "a"da"4 The committee would consist of 10 people, occupy," tSe ' o i l i n g  port, 0, fos.

( j i > f t S ! " * " '  Sh° “,d be an e« c u t" *  member 9 '  ° ° S'
( i i i )  Regional Consultant 
iy ) Organisational Consultant

(v) Rural areas
(v i )  Unions
(v i i )  Churches
( v i i i )  Muslim sector 
In addition,

U ) 1 I *  ’W U
we propose that the c r ite r ia  for election tc the conmitte- shoulc be:
2 Akr l ™ ^ nd * r  contact in certain areas A conuntment to sniPiv n n n  <= r ^ ,»tur(> c^mrwion.
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