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Sir,
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UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

D EPA RTEM EN T VAN NATURELLESAKE, 
D EPA RTM EN T OF NA TIVE AFFA IRS,

P osbus ) 3 g 4  
P.O . Box } ’

PR ETO R IA ,
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Courses for Native Teachers on the 
Introduction of Scouting into Native 
Schools.

I have to acknowledge with thanks, the receipt
*

your letter of the 28th ultimo and annexures, for which 
am much obliged.

I have the honour to he,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

SECRETARY FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS.
/  r

The Chief Scout’s Pathfinder Commissioner, 
P.O. Box 97,

Johannesburg.
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97, Johannesburg.
R.n./39. Jun® 28th» /li7-

The Secretary for Native Affaire, 
Department of Native Affaire,
P.O. Box 384,
PRETORIA.

Sir,
COURSE TOR NATIVS TEACHERS _qfl._TKB 

INTRODUCTION OF SCOUTING INTO NATIVE SCHOOLS
Your letter of March 22nd last addressed 

to the Seoretary, Boy Soout Headquarters, has been sent on to me 
for attention, but, as I have been away from Johannesburg almost 
continuously during the last three months, it has been impossible 
for ms to deal with this matter until now. I shall be glad If 
you will allow me to take this opportunity of dealing In more 
general terms with the Pathfinder Soout organisation, as I am 
anxious to interest you and your Administration In the work of 
this Association.

The Pathfinder Movement was initiated In 
1922 to provide training on Soouting lines for Non-European boys, 
more particularly Natives. It was necessary to form a movement 
distinct from the European Boy Scout organisation for raoial 
reasons. The Movement has been steadily developed over the 
years and in December last it became the Pathfinder Boy Bcouts 
Association of the Union of South Africa, as & parallel Soout 
organisation, having equal statue «rlth the European Scout 
Association and registered as such at the International Bureau 
of Boy Scout Associations. The Governor-Senoral is the Chief 
Scout for South Africa, and holds this position in relation 
eouallv to the Pathfinder Boy Scouts Association and the 
(European) Boy Scouts Association. There are about 18,000 
Non-European boys In the Movement, most of whom are Natives. 
Commissioners and others in most cases speak very favourably of 
the beneflolal results e f f e c t e d  through the activities of the 
Movement.

According to the constitution, the 
Association is non-political and in no way identified with any 
military form of training, the main emphasis being upon loyalty, 
stlf-discipline and service to others. Most of the officers 
are teachers and a great many teacher training Institutions now 
make the training of Pathfinder officers a part of their 
activities. The Pathfinder Soout Headquarters has therefore 
prepared a sohsce of training as a guide for the use of the

- teacher -



teaoher training institutions, and I enclose a copy of the 
soheme of training for your information. I am most anxious 
to see this training introduced into every teacher training 
institution and into the sohools. It is important however 
that only trained offioers should undertake Pathfinder Scout 
work in the schools.

Whilst it is quite definitely the 
policy of the Scout Movement throughout the world to keep 
itself free of State control, I know that my Council would 
welcome the sympathetic Interest of your Administration in 
the Movement.

I beg to remain, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

/S
v

CHIEF SCOUT1S PATHFINDER COMMISSIONER

ENCLOSE

JDRJ/LR.
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22- 6421.

J o h a n n e s b u r g

23rd March, 1 9 37.

J. D. Rheinallt Jones Ssq., M.A., 
Chief Scouts Pathfinder Commissioner, 
P. 0. Box 1176,
JOHANNESBURG.

My dear wR.J.n,
r* nOURSE FOR NATIVE TEACHERS ON THE INTRODUCTION 

OF SCOUTING INTO NATIVE SCHOOLS

I have received from the Department of Native

A f f a i r s  the a t ta ch ed  l e t t e r ,  to g e th e r  with e n c lo s u r e s  -  which 
I now p a ss  on to  you fo r  your a t t e n t i o n .  I have acknowledged
receipt of the letter to the Department, and have sent them 
some literature for their information, advising that you would 

be supplying the information they require. I have also 
written and sent literature to the Chief Native Commissioner
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Sir, Course for Native Teachers on the 
Introduction of scouting into 

Native Schools.
I forward for your information, a copy of a minute, 

dated the 30th January last, received from the Chief Native 
Commissioner, Kingwilliamstown,whereby a copy of a resolution 
of the Ciskeian General Counci], passed at its last session, 
was submitted to this office for consideration.

The caption of the motion is misleading as it is 
not intended to introduce military training into Native 
Schools, but merely to provide a course for Native teachers 
on the introduction of scouting methods into such Schools.

n.ny suggestions yoirassociation may be able to 
furnish will be appreciated.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

The Secretary,
Boy Scouts' Headquarters,
P.O. Eox 631, 

J o h a n n e s b u r g .
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Kingwi11iadstown  
30th January

Minute No. 4o * . F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  M i l i t a r y  Training in  N a t iv e  s c h o o l s .

The Secretary  f o r  N a t iv e  A f f a i r s  P r e t o r i a .
I have the  honour to 

forward f o r  your in form ation  an excerpt  from the  
reported  p ro c e e d in g s  of  the  l a s t  s e s s io n  o f  the  
Ciskeian General Council  in  connection with  the  
abovementioned s u b je c t .

The r e s o l u t i o n  i s  supported.

Chief N a t iv e  Commissioner



40. Facilities for Military Training in Native Schools.
Cr A. N gxow eni (Middled,rift) m oves : “ T h a t  the  G o v e rn m en t  b e  r e q u e s t 

ed  to p rov ide  facilities for the in troduc tion  an d  en fo rcem en t  of an  e lem enta ry  
course in military training  for you ths  in Native schoois.

Cr. N. M a k w a b e  (Middledrift) seconds.
-- T h e J Z h a i r m a n ^ a d d r f»-?-?oa th p  C n n n r i L  -— -------------------- -----,

T h e  Chairm an , P e dd ie  Local Council,  m oves  as  an  a m e n d m e n t :  1 hat 
this Council reques ts  the  E ducation  D e p a r tm e n t  to a p p ro a c h  the Scou t  Council 
to p rov ide  training  courses in W ay fa re r ,  Pa th f inder  an d  similar o rganisa tions 
foI» N ative  te a c h e r s .”

T h e  m over,  w ith  the  consen t  of his seco n d er  an d  tha t  of the  Council, 
w i thd raw s  the  motion .

T h e  a m en d m en t ,  which  b e c o m e s  the  substan tive  m otion , is carried.
The M inutes  of the  prev ious  day  axe re a d  and  confirmed.

^Council ad journs  until  2.15 p .m .
Minute No. 40: Facilities for Military 

Training in Native Schools.
Cr . A. N G X O W E N I m o v ed  : T h a t

the G o v e rn m en t  b e  re q u e s te d  to  pro- , 
vide facilities for the  in troduction  and  
en fo rcem en t  of an  e lem en ta ry  course 
in military training  foT you ths  in 
N ative schools .”

T h e  M over : My re a so n  for tak ing  
this step is tha t  my p e o p le  are going 
back . I th ink  tha t  if they  h a d  training 
it w o u ld  a t t rac t  their  m in d s  a n d  let 
the m  grow to m a n h o o d .  T h e y  m ust  
first learn  to obey . If the y  grow u p  o n  
those lines they  will b e  fit to  inherit  the  
w orld w hich  is be fo re  th e m . I m ay  say 
tha t  I d o  no t  k n o w  any th ing  ab o u t  
physical dev e lop m en t,  b u t  I ap p rec ia te  
its p rac t ice  in E u r o p e a n  schools. I 
'have kn ow n  ins tances  in King W i l 
l ia m ’s T o w n  w h e re  a p e rso n  is missing 
and  an  ap p e a l  is m a d e  to th e  school 
children (Boy Scouts) to  m a ke  a search . 
In o lden  t im es  youn g  N atives  w ere

t ra ined  to. follow clues. N o w ad ay s  if 
you  ask a m an  if he  has  seen  a p a r 
ticular beast ,  he  will pay  no a tten tion , 
because  he would  no t  k n o w . 1 think 
it will be  of g rea t  assis tance to chiefs 
ar-1 h e a d m e n  to h a v e  m e n  w ho  know  
how  to b e h a v e ,  m e n  w ho  follow a  ce r
tain course  w ith  an  aim. T h e  t im e r e 
qu ires  p e o p le  to b e  obed ien t  an d  to 
a im  high. T h is  m o tion  should  be  e n 
te r ta ined .

C r . M A K W A B E  : I second .
T he C H A IR M A N : T h e  m over should 

m a ke  it p la in  w h e th e r  he is a im ing  at 
som eth ing  like the  Boy Scout o rgan is
ation or military service.

Cr . N G X O W E N I  : T h e  w o rd  "m il i 
ta ry ”  refers  to Boy Scouts too. T h e y  
know  w h a t  to do  in an  em ergency .

T he C H A IR M A N  : W o u ld  you  be  
satisfied to a m e n d  your reso lu tion  in 
the sense  tha t  you  are  m a k in g  it clear 
tha t  you  favour the Boy Scout m o v e 
m ent  ?

C r . N G X O W E N I : Yes.
T h e  C H A IR M A N  : 1 h a t  is an im

provem en t.  T h e  cen tra l  idea  of the 
Boy Scou t  m o v em en t  is in ternat ional  
p eace .

CR. J. M P H U T H I N G :  T h is  m otion  
is a g rand  idea . It a ims a t  training  
ch ild ren  to b e h a v e  well a n d  think well, 
as  E u ro p e a n  ch ild ren  do, a n d  to render  
assis tance p rom ptly  w h en  necessary . 
W h e n  they see a person  in difficulty 
they  go to his assis tance. O th e r  boys 
pay  no  a t ten tion. It also t e a c h e s  the  
virtue of o b ed ien ce .

M r . P U T T 1C K  : 1 he m otion  is to 
ask G o v e rn m e n t  to p ro v id e  facilities 
for military training. I do  no t  k n ow  
w h a t  the  m o v er  really has  in m ind .  T h e  
Scout o rgan isa t ion  is a vo lun tary  o r
ganisa tion  for w h ic h  G o v e rn m en t  p ro 
v ides no  facilities w h a tso ev e r .  Is it 
the  m o v e r’s i d e a  tha t  the  G o v ern m en t  
should  b e  ask ed  to enco u rag e  the  
form ation  of W ay fa re rs ,  e tc .?  O r d o e s  
he desire  a C a de t  o rgan isa t ion  in 
w hich  G o v e rn m e n t  p rov ides  un iform s 
a n d  eq u ip m en t,  an d  officers to drill the  
ch ild ren  ?

Cr . N G X O W E N I  : I desire  tha t  all 
school ch i ldren  should  b e  tra ined  in 
the Boy S cou t course.

M r . P U T T IC K  : T h is  is a difficult 
m a tter .  T h e  Scou t  m o v em en t  is a vo l
u n tary  organ isa tion, u n d e r  w hich  a 
te a c h e r  gathers  a g roup of boys; you 
also h a v e  the  W a y fa re r  organisa tion  
for Native girls. T h e y  take  p a r t  in all 
sorts of useful activities. A s against  
tha t  you  have  the  C ade t  organisa tion ,

w h ich  usually  o p e ra te s  in big  boyl 
schools, like D ale  College, in w hichl 
G o v ern m en t  p rov ides  e q u ip m e n t  and l  
un iform s and boys  a re  t ra ined  in shoot-1 
ing and  military m o v em en ts .  T h a t  kindj 
of o rganisation, 1 feel, w ou ld  oe  very 
difficult to in troduce  in N ative  schools. 
For on e  thing  all N ative schools  are 
m ixed— b o ys  and  girls. W h a t  is b eh in d  
the  m o v e r’s m ind  is the  ques tion  of 
be t te r  discipline. T h e  p re se n t  school 
syllabus calls for a  ce r ta in  m e a su re  of 
physical  culture tra ining. T h e  trouble  
is tha t  teach e rs  a re  no t  well eno u gh  
t ra ine d  in it, a n d  the  w ork  is m ore  h o n 
ou red  in the  b re a c h  tha n  in the  o b se r 
vance .  W e  inspec to rs  a re  anx ious  to 
en co u rag e  the  physical  t ra in ing  side of 
school w ork, b u t  com pulsory  training 
with a military b ias, or w i th  a Scout 
bias, seem s to b e  im p rac t icab le  in 
o rd inary  schools.

M r . N. A . O G IL V IE  : 1 think the
real m e an in g  of this m otion  is the  in
troduction  of a com pu lso ry  system  of 
military t ra in ing  in the  sy llabus o f  
N ative schools. T h e  only form  that 
occurs  to m e  tha t  w ou ld  m e e t  tha t  r e 
qu ire m en t  w ould  b e  som eth ing  on the 
basis  of C ade ts .  W h e th e r  it is a p rac  
t icab le  m e asu re  or no t,  I am  no t  p r e 
p a re d  to say, b u t  I feel tha t  tha t  is 
ac tually  w h a t  the  m o v e r  h as  in m ind.

T he C H A IR M A N  : T h e  m over m ust 
m a ke  it c lear w h e th e r  h e  is ask ing  for 
military t ra in ing  or Boy Scou t  o rgan isa 
tion.

C r . N G X O W E N I  : A ny  organisation 
in military form  to d eve lop  the  minds 
of the  ch ildren  is m y  aim.

Cr . R . T IM E  : 1 he re  is a saying 
a m o n g  N atives  tha t  to m a k e  a m a n  he 
m ust b e  a  m an .  H e  m ust b e  ab le  to 
d e fe n d  him self an d  m ust no t  be  w eak- 
m inded .  W e  w a n t  ch ild ren  to be 
t ra ine d  so tha t  the y  will b e  of service in 
case  of w a r  b reak in g  out. In fact, 
every th ing  ind ica tes  tha t  the re  is war 
in the air, an d  p e o p le  should  b e  train
ed  in tha t  d irection . A  m a n  m us t  learn 
to  d e fen d  his h o m e  a n d  his country .  
W h e n  w e  w e n t  to C a pe  T o w n  befo re  
going oversea  with  the  N ative  L ab o ur  
C ontingen t  the re  w as  a  course  of drilling 
and  w e  w ere  taugh t  to m arch .  It w as  
easier for those  m e n  w ho  h a d  b e e n  to 
school. In som e cases  w e  h a d  to g e t '  
ho ld  of a p e rso n  an d  p u t  jjinr-rnfb posi
tion. It is necessa ry  tha t  b o y s  be 
t ra ined  as soldiers. 1 he Inspec tor  has  
told us tha t  in som e cases  teach ers  are 
not ab le  to give physical  cu ltu re  tra in 
ing. In Eas t  L o n d o n  w e  have  P a th 
finders w h o  are  the  sam e  as Scouts,

___



and  this m o v e m e n t  h as  p ro v e d  a great 
success  in o u t  area . It is e n c o u ra g e d  1 
by m any  E u ro pe an s .

T he C H A IR M A N  : Councilors  w ho  
r e a d  the  n e w s p a p e rs  will k n o w  tha t  
the re  is s trong  fee l ing  in E u ro p e a n  
countries  against the  form ation  o f  b lack  
arm ies. It h as  b e e n  sugges ted  th a t  the  
cen tre  of A frica  w o u ld  b e  teem in g  w ith  
sirmies w hich  w ou ld  overflow the  
coun try  a n d  do  d read fu l  things to 
E u ro p e a n  civilisation. W e  n e e d  to. be  
w ise in the  lan gu ag e  w e  em p lo y  in 
connec t ion  w ith  this m a tte r .  Y o u  m ust 
m a k e  it c lear th a t  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  to 
su pp o r t  is discip line a n d  charac te r -  
building, u n d e rs ta n d in g  one  a n o th e r ’s 
po in t  of view , an d  the  rem o va l  o f those  
m isunde rs tand ings  w h ich  arise  from  
separa t ion .  T h e re fo re ,  this w o rd  “ mili
t a ry ”  suggests  a w rong  pic ture  in a n y 
o n e ’s m ind . I w an t  so m eo n e  to m ove 
an  a m e n d m e n t  w h ic h  m a k e s  c lear the  
idea  a n d  in ten t ion  of the  Council,  
so m eth in g  in the  sense  th a t  this  C o u n 
cil is strongly  in favour  of the  P a th 
finder m ovem en t.

M r . J. T .  B O A S T  : I m ove  th e  fol
low ing  a m e n d m e n t  : “ T h a t  this C o u n 
cil req u es ts  th e  E d uc a tio n  D e p a r t 
m en t  to a p p ro a c h  the  Scou t Council  to 
p rov ide  tra in ing  courses  in W ay fa re r ,  
P a th finder  a n d  similar o rgan isa t ions  for 
N ative  te a c h e r s . ’

Cr . J. M P H U T H I N G :  I second .
T he C H A IR M A N  : T h is  is a req u es t  

to the  E d uc a tio n  D e p a r tm e n t  th a t  they  
a p p ro a c h  the  govern ing  Council of the 
S cou t M ov em en t  to  p ro v id e  a  specia l  
'course for N ative te a c h e rs  to teach  
those  teachers  h o w  to in troduce  these  
o rgan isa t ions  into N ative  schools.

T h e  m o tion  w as  w ith d raw n ,  the  
a m e n d m e n t  b e co m in g  the substan t ive  
m otion .

Cr . A . M. JA B A V U  : I w o u ld  like to 
add  a n o th e r  m o v e m e n t  w h ich  is m uch  
on similar lines. T h e  P ioneers  are 
akin to Pa thfinders .

T he S E C R E T A R Y  : I am  no t  sure 
w h e th e r  the  Scout Council  con trols  the  
P io n ee r  m o v em en t.

C r . JA B A V U  : It is controlled  from 
F ort  H a re .

T he S E C R E T A R Y  : T h e n  it is no t  
un de r  the  Scou t Council.

T he C H A IR M A N  : W e  can n o t  ask 
the Scou r  C ouncil  b e c a u se  the  PioneeTs 
m e  no t  u n de r  its control.

M r . PUT TIC K  : Y ou  are ask ing  the 
D e p a r tm e n t  to ask the  Scou t  Council to 
d raw  u p  a c o u rs e ._7 h e  m a in  p o in t  is

tha t the  Council w an ts  to d raw  the  a t 
ten tion  of the D e p a r tm e n t  to the  fact 
tha t  it w an ts  som e o rganisa tion  tha t  
gives t raining  in charac te r -bu ild ing  and  
d iscipline am on g  school children.

I he m otion  w as  carr ied .
T h e  m inu te s  of the  prev ious  d a y ’s 

p ro ceed ings  w ere  read  an d  confirmed.
Council ad jo u rn ed  until 2.15 p .m .



Sixth Wood Badge Training Course for Scouters
T O  BE  H E L D  A T  T H E

Natal Gil well Training Camp, “Lexden,” 

Tow n Hill, Maritzburg.

Course co m m e n ces.
Candidates w ill be required to arrive in Camp between 3 and 5 o'clock on the afternoon of 
Good Friday, A pril 15th, 1938.

C ourse C oncludes.
About 2.30 p m. on Sunday, April 24th.

Cost.
The fee for the Course is £2 - 2 - 0 ,  payable in advance (refunds will be made i f  candidate 
is prevented from attending). T h is includes the cost o f note book and food.

Food.
An evening meal will be provided 011 the day o f a rr iv a l; after this Patrols w ill do their 
own cooking. A ll utensils w ill be provided.

E q u ip m e n t.
T he following must be brought by each Candidate, in addition to personal k it:— Blankets, 
knives, forks, spoons, plates, mug, towel and Scout uniform. Those not possessing uniform 
should bring stockings, khaki shirts and shorts. Sand shoes and electric torches are useful.

T ra n s p o rt.
Candidates w ill make their own arrangements for transport to and from the Camp. T he site 
is two m iles from the C ity  Hall.

P a tro ls .
Patrols will be formed which w ill be maintained throughout the Course, members taking it 
in turns to act as Leader.

A tte n d a n c e .
No candidate may leave the Camp or absent him self from Sessions, etc., during the Course, 
except with the personal permission of the D.C.C.

C o rresponden ce.
Candidates should arrange for their correspondence to be addressed to them c/o D.C.C. 
H. V. Marsh, “  Lexden,” Town Hill, Maritzburg. There are two deliveries and collections on 
week days. Telegram s can be telephoned to and from the private house, when urgent.

Visitors.
Visitors are not expected in Camp during the running o f the Course.

A p p lica tio n s .
Applications from men only, o f 18 years and over, should be made on the enclosed application 
form. Europeans engaged in work with Indian and Pathfinder Boy Scouts will be made 
very welcome.

The latest date by which they can be received is March 15th, 1938, but it is earnestly  
requested that they be made as early as possible in order to facilitate the many 
arrangements which have necessarily to be made.

T h e D eputy Camp C hief reserves the right o f acceptance and rejection o f Applicants for 
the Course, and also of selection in the event o f the numbers o f applicants exceeding the 
maximum of 32.

H. V. M ARSH ,

P.O. Box 253, Deputy Camp Chief,

or “  Lexden,”

Town Hill,
Maritzburg, Natal.

(Issued 15th October, 1937).

CC.PMB
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